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ally /“al-lie"/ - noun: a (typically straight and/or cisgender) person who supports and respects
members of the LGBTQ community. We consider people to be active allies who take action on in
support and respect.

asexual - adj. : experiencing little or no sexual attraction to others and/or a lack of interest in sexual
relationships/behavior. Asexuality exists on a continuum from people who experience no sexual
attraction or have any desire for sex, to those who experience low levels, or sexual attraction only
under specific conditions. Many of these different places on the continuum have their own identity
labels (see demisexual). Sometimes abbreviated to “ace.”

biological sex - noun : a medical term used to refer to the chromosomal, hormonal and anatomical
characteristics that are used to classify an individual as female or male or intersex. Often referred to
as simply “sex,” “physical sex,” “anatomical sex,” or specifically as “sex assigned at birth.”

n u

biphobia - noun: a range of negative attitudes (e.g., fear, anger, intolerance, invisibility, resentment,
erasure, or discomfort) that one may have or express toward bisexual individuals. Biphobia can come
from and be seen within the LGBTQ community as well as straight society. biphobic - adj. : a word
used to describe actions, behaviors, or individuals who demonstrate elements of this range of
negative attitudes toward bisexual people.

bisexual - 1 noun & adj. : a person who experiences attraction to some men and women. 2 adj. : a
person who experiences attraction to some people of their gender and another gender. Bisexual
attraction does not have to be equally split, or indicate a level of interest that is the same across the
genders an individual may be attracted to. Often used interchangeably with “pansexual”.

cisgender /“siss-jendur”/ - adj. : a gender description for when someone’s sex assigned at birth and
gender identity correspond in the expected way (e.g., someone who was assigned male at birth, and
identifies as a man). A simple way to think about it is if a person is not transgender, they are
cisgender. The word cisgender can also be shortened to “cis.”

coming out - 1 noun: the process by which one accepts and/or comes to identify one’s own sexuality
or gender identity (to “come out” to oneself). 2 verb : the process by which one shares one’s sexuality
or gender identity with others.

gay - 1 adj. : experiencing attraction solely (or primarily) to some members of the same gender. Can
be used to refer to men who are attracted to other men and women who are attracted to women. 2
adj. : an umbrella term used to refer to the queer community as a whole, or as an individual identity
label for anyone who is not straight.

gender expression - noun : the external display of one’s gender, through a combination of clothing,
grooming, demeanor, social behavior, and other factors, generally made sense of on scales of
masculinity and femininity. Also referred to as “gender presentation.”
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gender identity - noun: the internal perception of an one’s gender, and how they label themselves,
based on how much they align or don’t align with what they understand their options for gender to
be. Often conflated with biological sex, or sex assigned at birth.

genderqueer - 1 adj. : a gender identity label often used by people who do not identify with the
binary of man/woman. 2 adj. : an umbrella term for many gender non-conforming or non-binary
identities (e.g., agender, bigender, genderfluid).

heteronormativity - noun : the assumption, in individuals and/or in institutions, that everyone is
heterosexual and that heterosexuality is superior to all other sexualities. Leads to invisibility and
stigmatizing of other sexualities: when learning a woman is married, asking her what her husband’s
name is. Heteronormativity also leads us to assume that only masculine men and feminine women
are straight.

homophobia - noun: an umbrella term for a range of negative attitudes (e.g., fear, anger,
intolerance, resentment, erasure, or discomfort) that one may have toward LGBTQ people. The term
can also connote a fear, disgust, or dislike of being perceived as LGBTQ. homophobic - adj. : a word
used to describe actions, behaviors, or individuals who demonstrate elements of this range of
negative attitudes toward LGBTQ people.

homosexual - adj. & noun: a person primarily emotionally, physically, and/or sexually attracted to
members of the same sex/gender. This [medical] term is considered stigmatizing (particularly as a
noun) due to its history as a category of mental illness, and is discouraged for common use (use gay
or lesbian instead).

intersex - adj. : term for a combination of chromosomes, gonads, hormones, internal sex organs,
and genitals that differs from the two expected patterns of male or female. Formerly known as
hermaphrodite (or hermaphroditic), but these terms are now outdated and derogatory.

lesbian - noun & adj. : women who are primarily attracted romantically, erotically, and/or
emotionally to other women.

LGBTQ; GSM; DSG - abbr. : shorthand or umbrella terms for all folks who have a non-normative (or
queer) gender or sexuality, there are many different initialisms people prefer. LGBTQ is Lesbian Gay
Bisexual Transgender and Queer and/or Questioning (sometimes people at a + at the end in an effort
to be more inclusive); GSM is Gender and Sexual Minorities; DSG is Diverse Sexualities and Genders.
Other options include the initialism GLBT or LGBT and the acronym QUILTBAG (Queer [or
Questioning] Undecided Intersex Lesbian Trans* Bisexual Asexual [or Allied] and Gay [or
Genderqueer]).

pansexual - adj. : a person who experiences sexual, romantic, physical, and/or spiritual attraction for
members of all gender identities/expressions. Often shortened to “pan.”

passing - 1 adj. & verb: trans* people being accepted as, or able to “pass for,” a member of their
self-identified gender identity (regardless of sex assigned at birth) without being identified as trans*. 2
adj. : an LGB/queer individual who is believed to be or perceived as straight.
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queer - 1 adj. : an umbrella term to describe individuals who don't identify as straight and/or
cisgender. 2 noun: a slur used to refer to someone who isn't straight and/or cisgender. Due to its
historical use as a derogatory term, and how it is still used as a slur many communities, it is not
embraced or used by all LGBTQ people. The term “queer” can often be use interchangeably with
LGBTQ (e.g., “queer people” instead of “LGBTQ people”).

questioning - verb, adj. : an individual who or time when someone is unsure about or exploring their
own sexual orientation or gender identity.

romantic attraction - noun: a capacity that evokes the want to engage in romantically intimate
behavior (e.g., dating, relationships, marriage), experienced in varying degrees (from little-to-none, to
intense). Often conflated with sexual attraction, emotional attraction, and/or spiritual attraction.

sexual attraction - noun: a capacity that evokes the want to engage in sexually intimate behavior
(e.g., kissing, touching, intercourse), experienced in varying degrees (from little-to-none, to intense).
Often conflated with romantic attraction, emotional attraction, and/or spiritual attraction.

sexual orientation - noun: the type of sexual, romantic, emotional/spiritual attraction one has the
capacity to feel for some others, generally labeled based on the gender relationship between the
person and the people they are attracted to. Often confused with sexual preference.

straight - adj. : a person primarily emotionally, physically, and/or sexually attracted to some people
who are not their same sex/gender. A more colloquial term for the word heterosexual.

transgender - 1 adj. : a gender description for someone who has transitioned (or is transitioning)
from living as one gender to another. 2 adj. : an umbrella term for anyone whose sex assigned at birth
and gender identity do not correspond in the expected way (e.g., someone who was assigned male at
birth, but does not identify as a man).

transphobia - noun: the fear of, discrimination against, or hatred of trans* people, the trans*
community, or gender ambiguity. Transphobia can be seen within the queer community, as well as in
general society. Transphobic - adj. : a word used to describe an individual who harbors some
elements of this range of negative attitudes, thoughts, intents, towards trans* people.
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ANOID SKIING..

"Hermaphrodite" "Intersex’
"Homosexual" "Gay"
"Born female" or
"Born male"
"Assigned

female/male at birth"
"Female-bodied" or

"Male-bodied"
"A gay" or"a "A gay/transgender
transgender” person"

"Transgender people "Transgender people
and normal people" and cisgender people

"Both genders" or

"Opposite sexes" All genders

"Ladies and "Everyone,’ "Folks,’
gentlemen" "Honored guests," etc
n H nn n "Mail Clerk,”
Mailman," "fireman," . " oAl
T " Firefighter," "Police
policeman," etc. "
officer," etc.
"It" when referring to
someone (e.g., when "They"
pronouns are
unknown)
8

"What are the best practices for
the medical care of intersex
infants?"

Hermaphrodite is a stigmatizing,
inaccurate word with a negative
medical history.

"We want to do a better job of
being inclusive of our gay
employees.’

"Homosexual" often connotes a
medical diagnosis, or a discomfort
with gay/lesbian people.

"Assigned" language accurately
depicts the situation of what

happens at birth
"Max was assigned female at

birth, then he transitioned in

n_b d dul H f‘t
odied” language Is orten high school."

interpreted as as pressure to
medically transition, or invalidation
of one's gender identity

"We had a transgender athlete
in our league this year. "

Gay and transgender are adjectives
that describe a person/group

"This group is open to both
transgender and cisgender
people."

Saying "normal” implies "abnormal,’
. Which is a stigmatizing way to refer
to a person.

"Video games aren't just a boy
thing -- kids of all genders play
them."

"Both" implies there are only two;
"Opposite" reinforces antagonism
amongst genders

Moving away from binary language is ,
more inclusive of people of all
genders

Good morning everyone, next
stop Picadilly Station."

"l actually saw a firefighter

People of all genders do these jobs .
rescue a cat from a tree.

"You know, | am not sure how
they identify."

"It" is for referring to things, not
people.
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The Genderbread Person.

@ means a lack of what's on the right side

€ Gender Identity i‘ Gender Expression !gl Anatomical Sex
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QP Sexually Attracted to.. QP Romantically Attracted to..
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Please look at the following list of privileges. Each privilege costs $100 to purchase. As a
group, please purchase as many privileges as your money allows.

Celebrating your marriage(s) with your family, friends, and coworkers.

Paid leave from your job when grieving the death of your partner(s).

Inheriting from your partner(s)/lover(s)/companion(s) automatically after their death.
Having multiple positive TV role models.

Sharing health insurance with your partner(s).

Being able to find role models of the same sexual orientation.

Being able to see your partner(s) immediately if in an accident or emergency.

Being able to be promoted in your job without your sexuality playing a factor.
Adopting your children.

. Filing joint tax returns.
. Able to obtain child custody.
. Being able to complete forms and paperwork with the information you feel most accurately

communicates who you are.

Being able to feel safe in your interactions with police officers.

Being able to travel, or show ID in restaurants or bars, without fear you'll be rejected.
Kissing/hugging/being affectionate in public without threat or punishment.

Being able to discuss and have access to multiple family planning options.

Not questioning normalcy both sexually and culturally.

Reading books or seeing movies about a relationship you wish you could have.
Receiving discounted homeowner insurance rates with your recognized partner(s).
Raising children without worrying about state intervention.

Having others comfort and support you when a relationship ends.

Being a foster parent.

Using public restrooms without fear of threat or punishment.

Being employed as a preschool or elementary school teacher without people assuming you will
“corrupt” the children.

Dating the person you desired in your teens.

Raising children without worrying about people rejecting your children because of your sexuality.
Living openly with your partner(s).

Receiving validation from your religious community.

Being accepted by your neighbors, colleagues, and new friends.

Being able to go to a doctor and getting treatment that doesn’t conflict with your identity.

Being able to access social services without fear of discrimination, or being turned away.
Sponsoring your partner(s) for citizenship.

Being open and having your partner(s) accepted by your family.
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“0 0M|Na Oq“—"\e the process by which someone..

1. Accepts and identifies with their gender identity and/or sexual orientation; and

2. Shares their identity willingly with others.

: We talk about coming out as if it were a one time thing. But for
50“\0“'““06 most folks coming out is a series of decisions — sometimes daily —

that LGBTQ people navigate in every new setting they enter. (Most people aren't like
Ellen, where they come out once and then the whole world knows.)

— may be “OYT” * in some spaces, and ‘ ~1in others.

=1/ to Family ~ /> to Friends ~ /(> to Classmates/Coworkers /> to Religious Community
A decision to come out to a person or group is one of sakety, combort, frust, & readmess.

It's dangerous, unhealthy, and unhelpful to force someone to come out, or to “out”
someone else (i.e., disclosing someone’s gender identity or sexual orientation to others

without the person’s consent), regardless of your intentions (sometimes people think
they're being helpful, or acting on the person’s behalf to conquer their fears), but...

IF SOMEONE OMPS 0yT T0 Y0u,.

1. Say “I always knew,” or downplay the significance of their sharing with you.
2. Go tell everyone, bragging about your “new trans friend.”
3. Forget that they are still the person you knew, befriended, or loved before.

4. Ask probing questions, or cross personal barriers you wouldn't have crossed earlier.

DON'T:

5. Assume you know why they came out to you.

1. Know this is a sign of huge trust! (Yay!)
2. Check-in on how confidential this is (Do other people know? Is this a secret?)
3. Remember that their gender/sexuality is just one dimension (of many) of them.

DO:

4. Show interest and curiosity about this part of them that they are sharing with you.
5. Ask them how you can best support them.
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