
 

 

 

 

 Thank You to Our Community Champions! 

2024 Chamber Officers 

Dan Lehman, Chair, UNC Health 

Lori Doherty, Immediate Past-Chair, Doherty 
Home Inspections 

Betsy Harris, Vice Chair, Armacell, LLC 
Sweta Adkin, Treasurer, Adkin CPA  
Creighton Blackwell, Chair of the Partnership, 

Coastal Credit Union 
Robert Saunders, General Counsel, Brooks 

Pierce Law Firm 
Aaron Nelson, Secretary,  

The Chamber President & CEO 

2024 Board of Directors 

Elie Abou-Rjeileh, Vice Chair Membership 
Olmaz Jewelers 

Mayor Jess Anderson, Town of Chapel Hill 

Manish Atma, Atma Hotel Group 

Jes Averhart, Jes & Co. 

Donna Bell, Congruence Counseling 

La-Tasha Best-Gaddy, Infinity Bridges 

Tim Dalton, Truist 

Greg Fitch, Fearrington Village 

Mayor Barbara Foushee, Town of Carrboro 

Rory Gillis, Triangle Media Partners 

Dr. Nyah Hamlett, Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools 

Betsy Harris, Vice Chair Government Affairs, 
Armacell 

Kelly Holcombe, BCBS of NC 

Joel Levy, Joel I Levy, CPA  

Greg Lewis, Sycamore at Chatham Mills 

Scott Maitland, Vice Chair, Community Impact 

Top of the Hill 

Lydia Mason, Piedmont Health 

Chris McClure, UNC-Chapel Hill 

Earl McKee, Orange County Commissioners 

Jim McNeely, Vice Chair Government Affairs 
CertaPro Painters 

Poonam Nandani, Vice Chair Marketing 

Hendrick Southpoint Auto Mall 

Tola Oguntoyinbo, Vice Chair Technology, 
ShineBig 

Jennifer Player, Habitat for Humanity 

Eliazar Posada, Posada Strategy Consulting 

Caroline Riggsbee, Pinnacle Financial Partners 

Lauren Rivers, Rivers Agency  
Michael Rodriguez, Subway 
Wes Rowe, Wintergreen Hospitality 

Ryan Stewart, Trinsic Residential Group 

Julia Wright, Dominion Energy 

Chamber Staff 

Aaron Nelson,  President & CEO 

Jensen Anderson, Director of Community 

Engagement | Assistant to the President 

Rebecca Dickenson, VP for Membership 

Hayley Loftus, Communications and Business 
Support Specialist 

Ian Scott, VP for Advocacy  

McKenzie Steagall, Director of Programs and 
Member Engagement  

Aury St. Germain, Director of Communications 
and Business Development 
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 March 18, 2024 

 

The Honorable Valerie Foushee 

United States House of Representatives 

1716 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

RE: Thank You for NSBRT Support 

 

Dear Representative Foushee, 

 

On behalf of the Chamber for a Greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro, I am writing to express our 

gratitude for your collaboration with the Biden Administration resulting in the inclusion of 

$138 million for the North-South Bus Rapid Transit (NSBRT) project in the President’s 

FY2025 budget proposal. 

 

The NSBRT is critical for our community's future growth, economic prosperity, and 

environmental sustainability. The NSBRT will enhance mobility options for residents, 

bolstering equitable access to employment, education, healthcare, and essential services. 

 

Building on Chapel Hill’s strong existing transit network, the NSBRT will provide residents 

with fast, frequent, and convenient access to many of our largest employment areas 

including downtown Chapel Hill, the UNC-Chapel Hill campus, and UNC Health. By 

reducing car trips and utilizing electric buses, the NSBRT will help achieve our shared 

climate goals through reduced carbon emissions and improved air quality.  

 

As the NSBRT progresses towards final appropriation, know the Chamber stands ready to 

support your efforts to champion this critical project. Your leadership and advocacy are 

instrumental in ensuring that this project receives the federal resources necessary to realize 

it’s transformative potential.  

 

Thank you for advocating for critical infrastructure investments that empower our 

communities and propel us towards a more prosperous and sustainable future.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Aaron Nelson 

President & CEO 


