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Zarzaur Law Confirms Settlement For Wrongful Death 
Case Against Baptist Health Care, On Sept. 14, 2023 

 

PENSACOLA, Fla. (SEPT. 18, 2023) —  Following a nine-day jury trial held in Escambia 

County Circuit Court before Judge J.J. Frydrychowicz, Baptist Health Care and Tony Yates, as 

personal representative for the estate of Diane Yates, reached a settlement. The settlement terms 

are confidential, and the agreement was reached just hours prior to closing arguments. The 

settlement was not intended to imply fault for either party, as they reached a mutually 

satisfactory resolution just prior to the conclusion of the trial.

The plaintiff was represented by Attorney Joe Zarzaur of Zarzaur Law, P.A., along with Attorney 

Brent Bradley. Baptist Health Care was represented by Attorneys Tom Gonzalez and Jena Wise 

of the Beggs & Lane law firm. 

The case arose out of the postoperative care Diane Yates received from nurse Michelle Morrison. 

The plaintiff alleged that Nurse Morrison negligently administered two incompatible 

medications, which caused a fatal reaction. Baptist denied the allegations and contended that the 

nurse did not administer the medications together and that Mrs. Yates died from complications 

from the surgery for which she was in the hospital.
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About Zarzaur Law, P.A.

Joe Zarzaur is a Board-Certified Civil Trial Attorney whose firm has been dedicated to promoting 
community safety since 2007. At Zarzaur Law, our accident lawyers fight the insurance 
companies and get justice for our clients. Our clients have been awarded record-setting verdicts 
in both Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties. OUR AREAS OF PRACTICE: Serious Personal 
Injury, Product Defect, Auto Accidents, Cycling Accidents, Medical Malpractice, Motor Vehicle 
Accidents, Products Liability, Wrongful Death, Boat and Jet Ski Accidents, Slip and Fall Injuries, 
and more. Licensed in Alabama and Florida. Offices in Pensacola, Destin, and Miami. 
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