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Pandemic recovery assistance and government
affairs: Top priorities of new President Page Michel

The Texas City-La Marque
Chamber of Commerce has a new
president this month. Page Michel
(pronounced mi-shell) took over the
helm Jan. 1, following the retire-
ment of Jenny Senter on Dec. 31.

After observing the past several
months of impact from pandemic
restrictions and closures, Michel is
focusing on how to help chamber
members recover and prosper in
the new year.

“I'm excited to be officially
taking over the reins,” Michel
said. “Jenny steered this chamber
through all the unknowns and
hardships of 2020. We are starting
to see the light at the end of the
tunnel, and we’re eager to help
members with special promotions
to boost their business.”
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"We are starting to see
the light at the end of the
tunnel, and we're eager to

help members with
special promotions to
boost their business”

PAGE MICHEL,
chamber president

At the last Chamber Board of
Directors meeting in mid-Decem-
ber, Michel laid out plans for a
calendar full of special events and
projects. In addition to the annu-
al banquet, business luncheons,
industrial trade show and golf
tournament, there will be a couple
of new events.

Plans include a Health & Life-
style Expo in May and a Women
in Leadership Awards luncheon in
September. There are a couple of
multi-media projects planned (print
and online) to promote “Shop
Local” awareness and an Industrial
Directory to showcase vendors to
the major petrochemical plants.

Layered on top of all these plans,
Michel is busy with the Galveston
County Legislative Task Force and

is primed to promote local prior-
ities at the state level during the
87th legislative session in Austin.

Leadership development is
another top goal. The chamber’s
Leadership Mainland program will
“reboot” in 2021 with more than
20 participants. The program had
to take a hiatus in 2020 due to the
pandemic. It’s a vital program for
area businesses that want to help
key staff develop leadership skills
and abilities.

“It may be a bumpy ride get-
ting started in 2021, with the
COVID-19 pandemic and a legisla-

tive session in Austin,” Michel said.

“But I'm confident as the year
unfolds, with strong leadership
from our Board of Directors and
our talented staff, we will reach
our goals for the year.”
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The World's #1 Most Trusted
Name in Real Estate

Specializing in Galveston County & Surrounding Areas

NOBODY KNOWS GALVESTON COUNTY LIKE RE/MAX COASTAL!

CALL TODAY!

281-707-SOLD

1001 FM 517 Road East, Dickinson, TX 77539

“Need a solution to your roof leaks? Call the Boys in Blue Roof Repair Crew!”

GUARAIITEED

. ROOFING & REMODELING
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o i A Texas General Contractor

=" WWW.ROOFINGTEXAS.COM_

' 109-945-6920 Ml
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— 25 YEARS

Homegrown » State-Wide Strong
Protecting the property rights of Texas City-La Marque!

When you're buying or selling real estate, whether
it be residential or commercial, experience matters
and you certainly want experienced professionals
on your side when you head to the closing table.
South Land Title Company has been serving
Texas City-La Marque for over 25 years. We are
here to assist lenders, realtors, builders, investors
and re3|dents with every type of Real Estate

Experience Matters!

www.SouthLandTitle.net
409.986.5801 - 10806 32nd Ave N, Texas City, TX 77591
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LETTER FROM THE
2021 CHAIRMAN

Dear Chamber members and friends
in the commumnity,

Happy New Year! It gives me great
pleasure to welcome you to the first
issue of the Chamber Express news-
letter in 2021. I am honored to be
the Chamber Board Chair this year
and, as many of you know, this is my
second time serving as Chair!

It was 24 years ago when I first held
this leadership position on the Board,
and I am excited about having a sec-
ond opportunity to lead and serve.

Over the next few months, the Cham-
ber will be highly focused on providing
pandemic recovery assistance to all
members. We will accomplish this by
providing meaningful ways for you to
promote your products/services in the
marketplace. Included with your annual
membership dues will be valuable pro-
motion options, and there is a long list
of additional cost-effective activities and
sponsorships.

Please take a few minutes each
week to read the Chamber emails that
are sent out on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. That is where you will always
find the most up-to-date information.

We look forward to seeing everyone
in person in the coming months at
luncheons, networking events and, of

course, the Annual Chamber Banquet
on March 25.

Thank you for your ongoing sup-
port of the Texas City-La Marque
Chamber of Commerce and for allow-
ing us to be your partner in progress.

Sincerely,

Georgia O Veyer LBeaysitay
2021 Chairman
of the Chamber Board

Karat Creations Jewelry,
Urban Gypsies and Urban Works
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WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

Ameriprise Financial
2525 Bay Area Blvd., Ste 640
Houston, TX 77058
281-212-2730
www.ameripriseadvisors.com
jay.e.campbell@ampf.com
Jay Campbell,
Vice President/Financial Advisor
Finance & Insurance

Gartner Coatings
2433 Reid Blvd.,
Pearland, TX 77581
281-997-3500
www.gartnercoatings.com
snavarro@gartnercoatings.com
Sam Navarro,
Executive Vice President
Industrial Coating, Linings &
Fireproofing Applicators

J. Tullos Services
233 Dale Ridge Ln.
Dickinson, TX 77539
832-279-7839
www.jtullosservices.com
Johnathan Tullos, Owner
Air Condintiong &

Heating Sales & Service

Mainland Preparatory
Classical Academy
319 Newman Rd.

La Marque, TX 77568
409-934-9100
mainland-classical.responsiveed.com
Tonya Bethly, Director
Educational Programs & Consultation

Pier 6 Seafood & Oysters
113 6th St.

San Leon, TX 77539
281-339-1515
www.pier6seafood.com
info@pier6seafood.com
Raz Halili, Owner/Manager
Restaurant

PTFE Industries, Inc.
9426 Katy Fwy., Bldg. 7
Houston, TX 77055
713-900-3500
www.ptfeinds.com
toni@ptfeinds.com
Toni Forbert, Account Manager
Industrial

Skipper Insurance Advisors, Inc.
908 6th St., Ste. B
Texas City, TX 77590
409-945-6604
www.skipperinsuranceadvisors.com
braxton@
skipperinsuranceadvisors.com
Braxton Skipper
Finance & Insurance

Texas City Live Bar & Grill
622 6th St. N.

Texas City, TX 77590
469-323-2525
www.TexasCityLive.com
Jason@TexasCityLive.com
Jason Allcorn, Owner
Sara Ferguson,

Marketing Representative
Restaurants, Food & Beverages
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BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

Gay Family Auto
3033 Gulf Freeway
Dickinson, TX 77539

(281) 337-2521

www.gayfamilyauto.com
sgay@gayfamilyauto.com
Shane Gay, Owner

FAMILY AUTO

Kevin Lardie, Manager

Gay Buick GMC and KIA has
been in business since 1948. Carl
and Marie Gay started out on HWY
3 as a Pontiac dealership. In 1966
they moved to the newly built Gulf
Freeway. In 1970 they added GMC
and in 2010 KIA. The business is
now owned by the 3rd generation,
Shane Gay and his wife Kate.

The dealership employs just
under 100 people throughout the
two dealerships which include

SINCE 1948

sales, Service departments, Parts
and Body Shop. General Manager
Kevin Lardie has been there for 25
years and stresses the importance
of the employees being involved in
the community and taking care of
their customers.

They believe the customer is
king and customer satisfaction is
the main goal. Stop by and see
why it really is “The Best Place
to Buy!” We have two locations

that sit side by side on i45 South;
our Buick and GMC building and
the newly added KIA building. If
you are looking for a new vehicle
in Houston, Galveston County,
Brazoria County or Harris County
Gay Family Auto Group is ready to
serve you. The Staff will treat you
professionally, with respect, and
honesty while giving you the best
price possible on a new or pre-
owned vehicle.

JANUARY
VIDEQ POWER PACKAGE

m Shriners
Childrens

Texas

Shriners Children’s Texas
815 Market St.
Galveston, TX 77550
409-770-6600 | 888-215-3109

Confirm your spot on
the 2021 schedule!

For more information about the
Video Power Package, contact
Jessica Spangle at 409-935-1408 or
jessica@texascitychamber.com.

View videos at:

www. TCLMchamber.com

Click on “Resources”
and then “Video Library.”
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The Gulf Coast Water Authority
(GCWA) has dedicated its new $19 mil-
lion Industrial Pump Station in honor of
its first general manager, Joseph A. (Joe)
Willhelm.

“Mr. Willhelm spearheaded GCWA'’s
considerable expansion to become
the wholesale water utility it is today,
providing a reliable supply of water to
industries, communities and agriculture
across Brazoria, Fort Bend and Galves-
ton counties,” GCWA Board President
Russell C. Jones said at the Dec. 9 dedi-
cation ceremony.

The new Joseph A. Willhelm Industri-
al Pump Station provides water to major
refining and petrochemical industries
in Texas City. The single largest capital
investment by the water authority in de-
cades, this new pump station expands

MEMBER PROFILE

Gulf Coast

Water Authority
3630 FM 1765
Texas City, TX 77590
409-935-2438

www.gulfcoastwaterauthoritytx.gov.

Representative:

Brandon Wade, general manager

pumping capacity by almost 25 percent,
ensuring long-term reliability and the
capacity to accommodate future indus-
trial growth. It replaces the original
pump station built in 1949.

Willhelm was general manager when
the water authority was established by
the Texas Legislature in 1965. He led ac-
quisition of Industrial Division assets in
1971 and of the Thomas Mackey Water
Treatment Plant in 1981.

“Today, GCWA enjoys perpetual se-
nior water rights from the Brazos River
because Mr. Willhelm led the purchase
of Brazos River Authority water rights
and Canal Division assets in 1988,” said
Brandon Wade, current general man-
ager and chief executive officer. “This al-
lowed GCWA to further expand its ser-
vices to customers in all three counties

Courtesy/Gulf Coast Water Authority

Gulf Coast Water Authority (GCWA) employees at the dedication of the new industrial pump station in Texas City.
Pictured, from left, are Brandon Wade, current general manager; GCWA's first general manager, Joseph A. Willhelm;
Ivan Langford, former GCWA general manager.

and to acquire a second office in Alvin, GCWA maintains an extensive system

now home to our Canal Division.” of Canals’ pump StationS, pipelines’

In his remarks, Willhelm, who re- reservoirs and a water treatment plant
tired in 1995, spoke of the dedication
of GCWA employees to ensure reliable
water delivery to customers and of how
much he enjoyed his years at the water

authority.

to deliver up to 200 million gallons of
water a day from the Brazos River Basin
to its customers.

— Gulf Cost Water Authority

MEMBER PROFILE
Texas City-La Marque Chamber of Commerce members have amazing talents and stories to tell. With this series, we want to introduce you to some of our members and spotlight their
businesses. If you would like to be spotlighted in our Member Profile, contact Lorrie Koster at lorrie@texascitychamber.com
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Wanda Ables

Realtor®/Broker Associate
wmables@aol.com

822 6th Street North

nnnnnnnn

My clients say I am their Texas City, TX 77590
“Favorite Realtor”. 409-771-4775 Cell
Over forty-three (43) years 409-948-4589 Direct

409-948-4589

servicing Galveston County 409-948-2321 Fax

SERVICING YOU IS A PLEASURE
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Jenny’s Retirement
and final Board Meeting
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| Drive-Thru Breakfast with Santa s
for the Golden Division
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‘ADVENTURE AWAITS’ AT ANNUAL CHAMBER GALA

Be sure to save the date and get your
ticket for a fun adventure in the new
year! The Chamber’s annual Member-
ship Gala will be held on Thursday,
March 5 at the Doyle Convention
Center.

The theme is “Adventure Awaits,”
and, amidst iconic images of faraway
lands and traveling machines, you will
feel transported and inspired.

The Board of Directors and staff of
the Texas City-La Marque
Chamber invite you to
celebrate this adven-
ture-filled night
with colleagues
and friends, de-
licious food and
drinks, festive
entertainment
and prestigious
awards.

The banquet also
will feature a special
celebration with outgoing
Chamber President Jenny Senter that
you won’t want to miss! We look for-
ward to sharing an exciting evening of
appreciation with you!

A private VIP reception will be held
at 6:30 p.m. for sponsors, and the ban-
quet will begin at 7 p.m.

At this event, the outgoing Chair of
the Board, Rusty Plackemeier with
Lyons & Plackemeier, will pass the
gavel to the 2021 Chair, Georgia Meyer
Barzilay of Karat Creations Jewelry.

The banquet program will include
the installation of 2021 Chamber offi-
cers and directors, as well as naming

the Outstanding Citizen of the Year,
Small Business of the Year, Large Busi-
ness of the Year and the Jimmy Hayley
Community Service Award winners.

Your input is needed to nominate
citizens and businesses for these presti-
gious awards. Deliver nominations to
the Chamber office by Jan. 4 in person
or by mail, email or fax 409-316-0901.

Outstanding Citizen Award - based
on accomplishments and

community involvement for the year
2020.

Jimmy Hayley Community
Service Award- a citizen
who has continually demon-
strated an unselfish commit-
ment to our community over
the past several years.

Small Business of the
Year- A locally owned busi-
ness with less than 100 em-
ployees that has experienced
outstanding growth, demonstrated
community involvement and service,
and had accomplishments or awards

during 2020.

Large Business of the Year- A lo-
cally owned business with more than
100 employees that has experienced
outstanding growth, demonstrated
community involvement and service,
and had accomplishments or awards
during 2020.

View banquet details online at
TCLMchamber.com/annual-banquet. To
reserve your seat or table at the gala,
call the Chamber at 409-935-1408 or
email us at
reservations@texascitychamber.com.

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

Platinum Sponsor $3,000
Includes recognition in print and online promotions and tickets for 24 guests with
preferred seating and VIP perks.

Gold Sponsor $2,500
Includes recognition in print and online promotions and tickets for 16 guests with
preferred seating and VIP perks.

Silver Sponsor $1,500
Includes sponsor recognition and tickets for 8 guests with preferred
seating and VIP perks.
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Thanks to these members for delivering Christmas lunch and goodies to the chamber staff.
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CHAIRMAN'S CIRCLE
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Bacliff | Bayou Vista | Clear Lake Shores | Dickinson | Friendswood | Hitchcock | Kemah | La Marque | League City | San Leon | Santa Fe | Texas City | Tiki Island

LIVE UNITED UNITED WAY FIGHTS FOR THE RI B BO N CUTTI N G

HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
FINANCIAL STABILITY OF EVERY
PERSON IN EVERY COMMUNITY

United Way
Galveston County Mainland

www.uwgcm.org | (409) 948-4211 | 2800 Texas Avenue | PO Box 3098 | Texas City, TX 77592

James

CROWDER

- www.crowderfuneralhome.com

Funeral Homes

Traditional Funeral Services ¢ Cremation Specialists ® Pre-Need Arrangements ¢ Monuments ¢ Headstones

www.crowderfuneralhome.com

Pier 6 Seafood & Oysters

E X ! Mainland 113 6th St.
409-935-2496 San Leon, TX 77539

281-339-1515

Met www.pier6seafood.com
R 281 337';’634 Raz & Lisa Halili, owners
Nestled in the coastal town of San the abundant fish and seafood that can
O D ITI O l G I C Island Leon, Texas, Pier 6 Seafood & Oyster be teased from its waters year-round.
House is the premier restaurant by Raz i i
N N N y N . 409_765_5883 i 11.11. e bplrl (lllpr tiy After years working with chefs and'
SINCE 1969 alilr o globally renowne estige restaurants as a trusted purveyor, Pier
Oysters. 6 is Halili’s vision come to life to create

www.alexsair.com TACLA 15714C A second-generation oysterman and  a relaxed, inviting environment to gath-
first-generation Texan, Halili shares his  er with friends and family over good
parents’ passion for the Gulf Coast and food and drinks.

Let “The Sunrise Team”

Unlock the Right Key
to the Right Door to the
Right Home for you!

Serving ALL of

the Mainland

12302 Hwy. 6
Santa Fe

409-925-1021 Roert
Chatelain Sunrise Cheek

Owner/Broker Owner-Manager
409-948- 6480 409 925—1 o021

We are the Real Estate Professionals for all Your Real Estate Needs
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Ron Assad
Gallant Builders

Ramiro Barba
Port of Texas City

Kevin Bogard
Marathon Petroleum

Jon Branson
City of Texas City

Kirk Broiles
Scribbles Embroidery

James Brumley
Oiltanking-Texas City, L.P.

Jay Carnes
Carnes Funeral Home

Joshua Chapman
Chapman Front End & Brakes

Shane Day
Kodiak Metals Recycling

Richard Devries
Standard Steel Supply

Shannon Doyle Osborn
South Land Title

Dr. Melissa Duarte
Texas City 1.S.D.

Harry Faust
Faust Distributing Co.

Gail Figueroa
Amoco Federal Credit Union

Felix Herrera
Awesome Auto Accessories

Alan Hutchins
A&A Machine & Fabrication

Charles “Tink” Jackson
City of La Marque

April Jones
Queens Attic Boutique

Thomas Keim
L.CCI

Caitlin Kim
Domac, Inc.

Shane Long
BWC Terminals

Manny Lopez
El Cubano Cigar Factory

Georgia Meyer Barzilay
Karat Creations Jewelry

Mike Meyer
Ashland

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jaimin Modi
HCA Healthcare Mainland

Cory Moss
Valero

Sam Navarro
Gartner Coatings, Inc.

Dr. Warren Nichols
College of the Mainland

Ray Nunez
Taylor & Hill

Rusty Plackemeier
Lyons & Plackemeier

Bob Senter
Texas First Insurance

Sonny Tholcken
Trey Industries

Candice Towles
Texas First Bank

Terrance Trevino
BP Texas City Chemicals

Andy Venables
Eastman

Christine Wade
UTMB Health

Cathie Woitina

Associated Credit Union of Texas

CET T ‘ x

2830 TEXAS AVENUE

TEXAS CITY

409-948-4497

Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm
24 Hour Call Out Service Available

MAINLANDTOOL.COM

Y

TEXAS CITY-LA MARQUE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Chamber Mission
To serve our members and enhance economic and community development

Chamber Vision
To be recognized as a vital resource, providing relevant, innovative and impactful
programming that produces a healthy business climate and an enhanced quality of life.

SERvING OUR MEMBERS AND
ExnanciNG EcoNoMic AND
COoMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

United States Chamber of Commerce

ACCREDITED,

CHAMBER

Chamber Express Newsletter

The publication of the Texas City-La Marque Chamber of Commerce
is published monthly (second Sunday of the month).

Texas City-La Marque
Chamber of Commerce
9702 E.F. Lowry Expressway
Texas City, Texas 77590
409-935-1408
www.tclmchamber.com

Editorials | Photos | Advertising
Lorrie Koster

Texas City-La Marque

Chamber of Commerce
409-935-1408
lorrie@texascitychamber.com
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Achieving your 2021 financial resolutions is
in the bag with Texas First Bank!

(1)

Texas First Bank offers cash back
OPEN A and high interest checking
CHECKING ACCOUNT  accounts that put money back
THAT PAYS YOU into your account every month
you qualify. It's like getting paid to
I spend money!

12/

Find a savings account like

MAKE SAVING Kasasa Saver™ that automatically
transfers money from your
MONEY AUTOMATIC checking account each month,
so you don’t even have to think
I about it!

Sl N
dIGINVHI

©

CREATE A BUDGET Use the Personal Finance

Management tool in your TFB
AND STICKTOIT mobile app’ to track your

expenses and budget.

Set up Bill Pay using your TFB
PAY YOUR BILLS account to automatically pay
your utility, credit card, and
ONTIME phone bills each month!

(5]

H H It's never too early or too late to
Start your new year off right with these INVEST FOR tart aavine for texrament.

5 easy tips for financial success and the RETIREMENT ~ OpenanIRA account with Texas

First to set your future self up
for success.

Texas First Bank tools to help you get there!

a31S3N03Y IDIAYIAS NdNL3Y

Stop by any of our 26 convenient locations today to talk with
one of our banking advisors about what's right for you.

WWW.TEXASFIRST.BANK

TEXKAS FIRST BANK

'Messaging and data rates may apply. & Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC.
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