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Friends of Scioto Brush Creek
Helping maintain and improve the water quality of Scioto Brush
Creek through education, awareness and the involvement of local
residents.
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Happy Spring! Warm greetings to the Friends of Scioto Brush Creek from The Ohio
State University AWaRE Team! We wanted to share that as of March 2021, we have completed 19 interviews and water sampling activities. Thanks again so much for your enthusiasm
in being part of our study to help learn more about rural water quality. Dan and Jasper were
so pleased to attend the FoSBC Annual Meeting this past February! In this newsletter, we
would like to share a brief overview of results from the cognitive mapping and water testing
portions of the study. All data is anonymized or aggregated to protect privacy.
To date, our interviews have been so interesting! We have enjoyed hearing the
thoughts everyone has shared about the water system. The cognitive maps you created
with us were insightful, diverse, one-of-a-kind, and truly demonstrate the complex nature
of drinking water systems! These include not only the infrastructure and water treatment
process, but also all the interconnected social, environmental, political, and economic
aspects.
We will conduct further analysis of the cognitive maps to see what results we
can share with water utilities to help inform the management of rural drinking water systems. This is the amazing aspect of this study that you all get to be a part of – what you think
and what you’ve experienced as water utility customers could potentially help many other
water utility customers, water system operators, and researchers in Ohio, the United States,
and even across the world!
Cognitive maps are a pictorial representation of
how individuals think the water system works. Here
is a sample cognitive map that translates an individual’s mental model of the water system onto
paper. (This is not a study participant’s cognitive
map).
So far, our 19 participants have identified:
• 400+ unique factors that are connected to tap
water quality
• 500+ perceived relationships between these
factors
• Average identified factors per participant: 24
• Average identified relationships per participant:
28
Summary of select water quality parameters that were measured (19 samples). We
observed that most measured parameters
were below regulated or recommended levels (dashed lines) for United States drinking
water. Contact us if you want to learn more.
Info: Disinfection Byproducts (TTHM and
HAA5) | ATP | TOC | Free Chlorine |

Sign up before April 30, 2022 to complete the study and earn a $50 gift card! Please reach out to
Daniel Ma at ma.1081@osu.edu for information on how to take part and get free water testing. Study
details: Requires 2 hours on Zoom videoconferencing (interview, survey, and water sampling), we will
send you a water sampling kit free of charge and pre-paid UPS shipping and pick up right from your
doorstep! All participants who complete the study will earn a $50 VISA Gift Card. Feel free to share
information with friends and neighbors who are also on Northwest Regional Water District! We’ve
been so grateful to meet new friends along the way! – The Ohio State AWaRE Team |
www.u.osu.edu/aware | Facebook: @OhioStateAWaRE

Helping maintain and improve the water quality of Scioto Brush Creek through education, awareness and the involvement of local residents.

Meet Your Board
Ellen Shunaman was born in New York City and grew up not far out of the city in New Jersey. She arrived in
Ohio as a Wilmington College freshman in 1968 and soon realized that she preferred living away from the urban areas of the
East Coast. She lived in a little house with a tiny yard in Wilmington for several years, and in 1992 moved to a house with a few
acres of woods and lots of space for a big garden in northern Adams County, near Ohio Brush
Creek.
Ellen kept very busy teaching third grade at
Wilmington for 39 years, and thoroughly enjoyed it.
After retiring in 2011, there was much more time for
fun. There was finally time to try something that she’d
been fascinated with since seeing a picture in a storybook as a little girl - kayaking. It was even better than
she’d expected! Kayaking led to an interest in the
creeks in the area, so she signed up for the Ohio
Brush Creek Sweep in Adams County. That’s where
she heard about the Friends of Scioto Brush Creek
Ellen and a Northwest High School FFA
and joined in 2017.
student on a creek cleanup in 2018
Ellen also enjoys participating in the Friends
of Serpent Mound, volunteering at Peebles Elementary School, hiking on the many beautiful trails in
the area, teaching the pre-school/kindergarten Sunday School class at her church, and taking part
in SOFA (Southern Ohio Floaters Association) kayak trips. She also is a member of the Loose
Thread Quilters in Peebles, and enjoys sewing, knitting, and crocheting.

Ellen hiking at
Chalet Nivale Preserve

Editors note: Ellen was the 2019 recipient of the Best Friend of Scioto Brush Creek award which she earned through her
dedication to watershed educational programming with local students, participation in the Adopt-a-highway roadside cleanups,
staffing of aquatic display local festival and other acts of water conservation. Ellen was elected to the secretary’s position at the
FoSBC’s 2022 annual meeting.
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Bluebird Boxes Donated
FoSBC members Ryan & Emily Redoutey contacted local cedar craftsman Tom
Baumann and requested he build cedar bluebird nest boxes to replace the aging boxes installed at the Brush Creek Township Community Park in 2015 and Otway Covered Bridge Park
in 2016. The Redoutey’s purchased 16 nest boxes from Mr. Baumann and generously donated
them to FoSBC. They will be installed on Saturday, April 16 during our spring workday in the
watershed.

We are very grateful to the Redoutey’s for their
donation and making us aware of a local business &
craftsman that could build the quality product we needed to our specifications which require ease of monitoring, maintenance and the protection of the nesting birds
from predators.
Tom Baumann &
Emily Redoutey

Mr. Baumann lives in Chillicothe and can be
reached at baumann.thomas4@gmail.com or by calling
1-614-551-0154. You can see his cedar wood projects
and designs on his Facebook page Tom’s Cedarworks.

Scioto Brush Creek Day
The 22nd annual Scioto Brush Creek Day event will be held Friday, May 6th (rain/highwater date
May 13th) from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Otway Covered Bridge Park. The public is invited to attend. This
is the FoSBC’s premier educational event. Students and visitors
will rotate through 6 stations led by knowledgeable Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Ohio Department of Agriculture and
FoSBC volunteers. Come collect a hellgrammite or hold 1 of the
86 native species of fish that live in the stream. Act out a predator/
prey relationship and learn how humans affect the water quality of
the stream. And finally we hope you’ll go home with at least one
thing new you’ve learned about the watershed and we challenge
you to do one thing to improve the watershed you live in.

Scioto Brush Creek Sweep
The 2022 Scioto Brush Creek Sweep is
scheduled for Sunday, May 22nd (rain/highwater date
of May 29th). Registration is required due to the limited
number of canoes available. If you want to bring your
own canoe you may do so. Call Anita at Adams Soil &
Water Conservation District to register at 937-5441010. The FoSBC will select a section of the Scioto
Brush Creek watershed to float and volunteers will assist with removing trash. Sixteen canoes, paddles &
lifejackets will be provided. Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Safety instructions will be presented before departing. A typical cleanup will result in volunteers removing approximately one ton of garbage and several tires from the stream.

Adopt-a-highway Cleanup
On Saturday, March 19 we had one of the
largest groups of volunteers gather to assist with the
first of three Adopt-a-highway roadside cleanups in
2022. In addition to our dedicated group of FoSBC
volunteers we were joined by 9 local high school seniors (right). These students have also applied for the
FoSBC college scholarships. Thank you all for helping
clean up the watershed, 2 miles of roadside frontage,
2 local parks and a nature preserve!

Lifetime Membership
Thank you to long time FoSBC proponent John Howard for
continuing to support our mission through a Lifetime membership.
Become involved! Join us on Facebook to learn more about the FoSBC’s projects and
events. Share your photos and Join the Conversation. Learn More About Your Watershed!
www.facebook.com/friendsofsciotobrushcreek

