
Coming Soon: New Creek and River Access Points 

Mailing address 

FoSBC 
P.O. Box 157 

Otway, Ohio 45657 
fosbc@scpwildblue.com 

facebook.com/friendsofsciotobrushcreek 

Upcoming Events  
 

May 6th  
(rain/high water date 13th) 

9 a.m. -  1 p.m.  
Scioto Brush Creek Day at the 

Otway Covered Bridge 
 

May 22 
(rain/highwater date 29) 

SBC Sweep 
Registration required 

Call 937-544-1010 
 

June 18th 
10 a.m. Meeting 

 

July 16th 
9 a.m. Adopt-A-Highway 

Potluck, Meeting 
 

September 9-11 
Whitetail Deer Festival 

 

November 19th 
9 a.m. Adopt-A-Highway, 

Potluck, & Meeting 
  

Please check FoSBC’s Face-
book page 

www.facebook.com/
friendsofsciotobrushcreek 
for updates under “Events” 

or contact us at 
fosbc@scpwildblue.com  

or 740-493-3062 if you have  
questions. 

 

Meeting location at 
Otway Community Church 

6773 State Route 73 
Otway, Ohio 45657 

unless otherwise noted. 

Canoeists and kayakers will soon have im-
proved access to local waterways thanks to local public 
officials. Staff from the Ohio Department of Natural Re-
sources, Division of Natural Areas and Preserves are 
currently in the process of developing a new creek ac-
cess point for canoes and kayaks on Scioto Brush 
Creek. The access point is under construction and will 
soon be open to the public. Currently, preserve manag-
er Josh Deemer and his staff are working to clear 
brush at the launch site, installing steps and new sign-
age and making improvements to parking. The new 
access point will be located at the Scioto Brush Creek 
State Nature Preserve trailhead on Tatman-Coe Road, 
near McDermott.    

Division Chief Jeff Johnson would like to en-
courage all preserve visitors to respect the posted 
rules once the access point is completed and open to 
the public. New Posted Rules will include: Canoe/
Kayak launch only. No swimming or wading permitted. 
No fishing from the shoreline on preserve property. 

 Improved access will also be coming soon to the Scioto River, near 
Lucasville. On April 7th. the Scioto County Com-
missioners voted to acquire land on the Scioto 
River just North of 348/104 intersection to be 
used specifically for recreation and paddle 
sports.  
 Commissioner Scottie Powell stated 
“The goal is to leverage our natural resources to 
get people outside, and also bring visitors into 
our community. Not having access to the Scioto 
River has always been a barrier to expanding 
eco-tourism and now we have remedied this 
barrier.” In addition to the new access to the riv-
er at St. Rt. 348/104, the City of Portsmouth is 
moving forward with access near 2nd Street, 
and the Arc of Appalachia has plans to create an 
access point 

on their Tremper Mound Property, off State Route 
73. 

“This movement is a big win for Scioto 
County” says Powell.  “Getting people outside on 
our rivers and creeks is important, not only for 
tourism, but also conservation and education of 
how we can enjoy while also protecting our natu-
ral resources.” 

According to Powell, the plan is to have a 
gravel parking lot and temporary access in place 
soon, and when water levels are lower a perma-
nent ramp will be built. 

 April 2022 

Work begins on new launch 
site at SBC Nature Preserve 

View of launch site from the stream 
looking at Tatman-Coe Bridge 

View of gravel launch site from  
Tatman-Coe Bridge 

Helping maintain and improve the water quality of Scioto Brush 
Creek through education, awareness and the involvement of local 
residents. 

Friends of Scioto Brush Creek 



 Friends of Scioto Brush Creek 

 

 Happy Spring! Warm greetings to the Friends of Scioto Brush Creek from The Ohio 
State University AWaRE Team! We wanted to share that as of March 2021, we have complet-
ed 19 interviews and water sampling activities. Thanks again so much for your enthusiasm 
in being part of our study to help learn more about rural water quality. Dan and Jasper were 
so pleased to attend the FoSBC Annual Meeting this past February! In this newsletter, we 
would like to share a brief overview of results from the cognitive mapping and water testing 
portions of the study. All data is anonymized or aggregated to protect privacy.  
 

 
 To date, our interviews have been so interesting! We have enjoyed hearing the 
thoughts everyone has shared about the water system. The cognitive maps you created 
with us were insightful, diverse, one-of-a-kind, and truly demonstrate the complex nature 
of drinking water systems! These include not only the infrastructure and water treatment 
process, but also all the interconnected social, environmental, political, and economic 
aspects. 
 We will conduct further analysis of the cognitive maps to see what results we 
can share with water utilities to help inform the management of rural drinking water sys-
tems. This is the amazing aspect of this study that you all get to be a part of – what you think 
and what you’ve experienced as water utility customers could potentially help many other 
water utility customers, water system operators, and researchers in Ohio, the United States, 
and even across the world! 
 

 
Cognitive maps are a pictorial representation of 
how individuals think the water system works. Here 
is a sample cognitive map that translates an indi-
vidual’s mental model of the water system onto 
paper. (This is not a study participant’s cognitive 
map).  
 
So far, our 19 participants have identified: 

• 400+ unique factors that are connected to tap 
water quality  

• 500+ perceived relationships between these 
factors 

• Average identified factors per participant: 24 

• Average identified relationships per participant: 
28 

 
 
Summary of select water quality parame-
ters that were measured (19 samples). We 
observed that most measured parameters 
were below regulated or recommended lev-
els (dashed lines) for United States drinking 
water. Contact us if you want to learn more. 
Info: Disinfection Byproducts (TTHM and 
HAA5) | ATP | TOC | Free Chlorine |  
 

 
 
 
Sign up before April 30, 2022 to complete the study and earn a $50 gift card! Please reach out to 
Daniel Ma at ma.1081@osu.edu for information on how to take part and get free water testing. Study 
details: Requires 2 hours on Zoom videoconferencing (interview, survey, and water sampling), we will 
send you a water sampling kit free of charge and pre-paid UPS shipping and pick up right from your 
doorstep! All participants who complete the study will earn a $50 VISA Gift Card. Feel free to share 
information with friends and neighbors who are also on Northwest Regional Water District! We’ve 
been so grateful to meet new friends along the way! – The Ohio State AWaRE Team | 
www.u.osu.edu/aware | Facebook: @OhioStateAWaRE 

https://www.nngroup.com/articles/cognitive-mind-concept/
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/drinking-water-regulations
https://archive.epa.gov/enviro/html/icr/web/html/gloss_dbp.html#:~:text=EPA%20has%20published%20the%20Stage,of%2080%20parts%20per%20billion.
https://www.wwdmag.com/what-articles/what-adenosine-triphosphate-atp-water-treatment
https://www.hach.com/parameters/toc#:~:text=What%20is%20Total%20Organic%20Carbon,%2C%20suspended%20material%2C%20or%20liquid.
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/global/household-water-treatment/chlorine-residual-testing.html#:~:text=The%20presence%20of%20free%20chlorine,the%20water%20is%20protected%20from
mailto:ma.1081@osu.edu
http://www.u.osu.edu/aware


 FoSBC members Ryan & Emily Redoutey contacted local cedar craftsman Tom  
Baumann and requested he build cedar bluebird nest boxes to replace the aging boxes in-
stalled at the Brush Creek Township Community Park in 2015 and Otway Covered Bridge Park 
in 2016.  The Redoutey’s purchased 16 nest boxes from Mr. Baumann and generously donated 
them to FoSBC. They will be installed on Saturday, April 16 during our spring workday in the 
watershed. 
 
 We are very grateful to the Redoutey’s for their 
donation and making us aware of a local business & 
craftsman that could build the quality product we need-
ed to our specifications which require ease of monitor-
ing, maintenance and the protection of the nesting birds 
from predators.   
 
 Mr. Baumann lives in Chillicothe and can be 
reached at baumann.thomas4@gmail.com or by calling 
1-614-551-0154.  You can see his cedar wood projects 
and designs on his Facebook page Tom’s Cedarworks. 

 

  Helping maintain and improve the water quality of Scioto Brush Creek through education, awareness and the involvement of local residents. 

Meet Your Board 

 

 Ellen Shunaman was born in New York City and grew up not far out of the city in New Jersey. She arrived in 
Ohio as a Wilmington College freshman in 1968 and soon realized that she preferred living away from the urban areas of the 
East Coast. She lived in a little house with a tiny yard in Wilmington for several years, and in 1992 moved to a house with a few 
acres of woods and lots of space for a big garden in northern Adams County, near Ohio Brush 
Creek.  

 Ellen kept very busy teaching third grade at 
Wilmington for 39 years, and thoroughly enjoyed it. 
After retiring in 2011, there was much more time for 
fun. There was finally time to try something that she’d 
been fascinated with since seeing a picture in a story-
book as a little girl - kayaking. It was even better than 
she’d expected! Kayaking led to an interest in the 
creeks in the area, so she signed up for the Ohio 
Brush Creek Sweep in Adams County. That’s where 
she heard about the Friends of Scioto Brush Creek 
and joined in 2017. 
 
 Ellen also enjoys participating in the Friends 

of Serpent Mound, volunteering at Peebles Elementary School, hiking on the many beautiful trails in 
the area, teaching the pre-school/kindergarten Sunday School class at her church, and taking part 
in SOFA (Southern Ohio Floaters Association) kayak trips. She also is a member of the Loose 
Thread Quilters in Peebles, and enjoys sewing, knitting, and crocheting.  

 
Editors note: Ellen was the 2019 recipient of the Best Friend of Scioto Brush Creek award which she earned through her 

dedication to watershed educational programming with local students, participation in the Adopt-a-highway roadside cleanups, 
staffing of aquatic display local festival and other acts of water conservation.  Ellen was elected to the secretary’s position at the 
FoSBC’s 2022 annual meeting. 

Tom Baumann &  
Emily Redoutey 

Ellen hiking at  
Chalet Nivale Preserve 

2022 Officers and Board Members  

Ellen and a Northwest High School FFA 
student on a creek cleanup in 2018 

      Officers              Board Members 
 

President Jody Newton-McAllister   Martin McAllister   Craig DeAtley  
Vice Pres. Shannon Browning   Thelma Shirey    William Burke 
Treasurer Marsha Phillips    Nathan Mullins    Ryan Redoutey 
Secretary Ellen Shunaman   Leann Mullins    Tim Browning 

Bluebird Boxes Donated 



Become involved!  Join us on Facebook to learn more about the FoSBC’s projects and 
events.  Share your photos and Join the Conversation.  Learn More About Your Watershed! 

www.facebook.com/friendsofsciotobrushcreek 

Lifetime Membership 

Scioto Brush Creek Day 

 The 22nd annual Scioto Brush Creek Day event will be held Friday, May 6th (rain/highwater date 
May 13th) from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Otway Covered Bridge Park.  The public is invited to attend.  This 

is the FoSBC’s premier educational event.  Students and visitors 
will rotate through 6 stations led by knowledgeable Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Ohio Department of Agriculture and 
FoSBC volunteers.  Come collect a hellgrammite or hold 1 of the 
86 native species of fish that live in the stream.  Act out a predator/
prey relationship and learn how humans affect the water quality of 
the stream.  And finally we hope you’ll go home with at least one 
thing new you’ve learned about the watershed and we challenge 
you to do one thing to improve the watershed you live in.   

Thank you to long time FoSBC proponent John Howard for  
continuing to support our mission through a Lifetime membership. 

Scioto Brush Creek Sweep 

 The 2022 Scioto Brush Creek Sweep is 
scheduled for Sunday, May 22nd (rain/highwater date 
of May 29th). Registration is required due to the limited 
number of canoes available.  If you want to bring your 
own canoe you may do so.  Call Anita at Adams Soil & 
Water Conservation District to register at 937-544-
1010.  The FoSBC will select a section of the Scioto 
Brush Creek watershed to float and volunteers will as-
sist with removing trash.  Sixteen canoes, paddles & 

lifejackets will be provided.  Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Safe-
ty instructions will be presented before departing. A typical cleanup will result in volun-
teers  removing approximately one ton of garbage and several tires from the stream. 
 

Adopt-a-highway Cleanup 

 On Saturday, March 19 we had one of the 
largest groups of volunteers gather to assist with the 
first of three Adopt-a-highway roadside cleanups in 
2022.  In addition to our dedicated group of FoSBC 
volunteers we were joined by 9 local high school sen-
iors (right).  These students have also applied for the 
FoSBC college scholarships. Thank you all for helping 
clean up the watershed, 2 miles of roadside frontage, 
2 local parks and a nature preserve! 


