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Leadership Ulster Graduates 30th Class
New Class Applications Now Being Accepted
When former Chamber President Len Cane
founded what is now Leadership Ulster in
1992, he would have been proud to see it still
going strong 30 years later.
The program graduated its 30th class last
month with a celebration at the Diamond Mills
Hotel & Tavern and sent 18 more leaders into
the community to serve on community boards.
The night was full of accolades, memories and
gratitude as each graduate came forward to
share about the nine-month leadership training
program.
Just one example was Rondout Savings
Bank’s Pedro W. Milla, who said he will use
what he learned not only on the job, but in the
Ulster County community.
“This program has enhanced and molded
my vision and leadership skills,” Milla said. “I
have learned greatly from every speaker, and I
believe their experience and knowledge are the
richest source of information for everyone who
attends this program.
“I will continue to apply all I have learned
in my job and always lead from the front—
meaning always leading by example.”
Class President Danielle Schuka of the
American Heart Association said each of
her classmates “grew in our personal and
professional lives.”
The Class of 2022 included Milla, Schuka,
Nancy S. Clarke of SUNY Ulster, Tyler
Corsette of Howmet Aerospace, Sarah E.
Cronk of House of Cronk, Joseph T. DallVechia
of Central Hudson, Kristina M. Finger of
Ulster Savings Bank, Nathaniel D. Gougoutris
of Howmet Fastening Systems, Krystal R.
Huettinger of The Arc Mid-Hudson, Cheryl
James of Rondout Savings Bank, Kristen
M. Labulis of Hudson Valley Credit Union,
Kayla J. Maisenhelder of Ulster Savings Bank,
Dorothy E. Murjani of Gateway Hudson Valley,
Kyle J. Naccarato of UHY Advisors NY, Inc.,
Amanda C. Norton of Hudson Valley LGBTQ+
Community Center, Christen R. Padilla of
Sawyer Savings Bank, Chad A. Wells of RBT
CPAs and Jesse T. Wyble of Ulster Savings
Bank.
M&T Bank has sponsored the program for 20
years and this year’s class was coordinated by
Ingrid Kulick, Executive Director of the Ulster
County Regional Chamber of Commerce
Foundation, with Tara Dickett and Ethan Mass
of M&T.

“This specific class
was
a
phenomenal
group,” Mass said.
“They
were
super
talented, they were super
communicators,
they
coordinated well with
each other.”
Kulick said this year’s
program kicked off
last September with a
two-day retreat at the
Emerson Resort & Spa.
The class then met biweekly with some of
Ulster County’s top
political and business
leaders, who offered
advice and guidance on
their leadership styles.
Many of the speakers
said hearing from the
leaders was their favorite
part of the class.
Wyble said he felt
out of his comfort zone
when the class started,
but that diminished
once he heard from the
leaders.
“After only a few
sessions, and listening to
their stories, it reminded me of why I chose to
join this class in the first place,” he said. “That
was to be able to grow and to understand what
it means to me to be a leader. While speaking
with the leaders, I was able to retain so much
knowledge in such a short amount of time.”
Norton said the speakers taught her “about
the leader I am and aspire to be” in the future.
“Our speakers have inspired me with
their diverse journeys and perspectives,”
she said. “This program has helped me
hone my leadership skills and provide new
opportunities.”
Wells added, “After listening to multiple
professionals in the community, one takeaway I
have is that you’re going to make mistakes, but
how you react and learn from those mistakes is
what makes a great leader.”
Maisenhelder said she took something away
from each speaker.
“When I look back on this last year, the

A Brickyard Bash

first word that comes to mind is growth,” she
said. “We have all grown so much and learned
a lot about ourselves, each other, and this
community. Not only did this program help me
build my leadership skills, but it has also taught
me a lot about myself.”
Kulick urged the class to take what they
learned and share it with their colleagues,
acting as a mentor.
“As we all move forward professionally and
personally, remember that the stories you have
from your professional lives, your personal
lives, your work in the community … these
stories and these experiences have value,” she
said. “They have value to the people who come
after you. Be willing to share those stories
because it’s those things that matter to us. We
all learn from them.”
The class project this year was a Valentine’s
Day raffle that raised $6,000 for scholarships
for future Leadership Ulster attendees.

at Hutton. “Outside of that, our hospitality,
service and offerings will surely wow our
Chamber guests.”
While Hutton was among the 300-plus
brickyards that once operated in the region
at the turn of the century, it was the last one
standing when it closed in 1980.  
The long-abandoned grounds, littered with
crumbling buildings and overgrown foliage,
later caught the eye of real-estate developer
Karl Slovin of MWest Holdings. He saw
through the decay and envisioned a repurposed
cultural hub.  
Slovin wanted to create a new sense of
place while preserving the site’s industrial
personality and structures like the steel-frame
kiln sheds and rare Lidgerwood crane that once
lifted and lowered pallets of bricks onto barges
heading for the city.
After a massive cleanup, Hutton Brickyards
debuted as the Smorgasburg open-air food
festival in 2016 and concert venue for
Bob Dylan in 2017. It officially opened in
2021 as a resort managed by Salt Hotels,
the company behind Salt House Inn and
Eben House in Provincetown and Hotel
Greystone in Miami Beach, among others.
In addition to 30 king and queen cabins
and The Cottage, a two-story suite, which
can accommodate up to four guests, Hutton
Brickyards boasts three event spaces, including
the indoor Hutton Hall, the Lidgerwood

Anyone interested in being a part of
Leadership Ulster’s Class of 2023 can go to
ulsterchamberfoundation.org. or call Kulick
at 845-338-5100, ext. 6.



Hutton Primed To Host Chamber’s July Mixer
The way lifelong Kingstonians see it, the
old Hutton Company Brick Works is hallowed
ground. The setting whispers tales of the sooty
and strong men, whose labor provided the
building blocks of major metropolises like
New York City.  
Generations of local families worked at
Hutton, which operated from 1865 to 1980. The
locals still retell their father’s and grandfather’s
stories of life at the brickyard with reverence.  
Making bricks from the raw materials
along the banks of the Hudson River was
arduous, but the steady-paying jobs gave their
forebears, many of them immigrants, a shot at
the American Dream. Because of Hutton, they
were able to build communities, buy homes
and raise their families.  
The legendary property at 200 North St.
has since been reinvented, and on July 26,
Chamber members are invited to experience it
at a networking Mixer from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Marshall & Sterling Insurance is sponsoring
the Mixer, which will feature tours of the 73acre campus consisting of a riverfront cabin
resort and multi-purpose venue.
When you go, you will be traveling back
in time to a parcel that once was part of the
brickmaking capital of the world and one which
is now a unique merging of past and present.
“The landscape and the views speak for
themselves when you enter the property,”
said Anne Hancock, the event sales manager

Kulick said applications for the Class
of 2023 are due Aug. 1 and can be found
on the Chamber Foundation website at
ulsterchamberfoundation.org. Scholarships are
available for non-profit organizations. Kulick
said she already has received 12 applications.
“We are getting applications very early
this year,” she said. “If you’re thinking about
coming, get your application in because we
may have to close it this year.”
Leadership Ulster is also holding a 30th
reunion this year on Sept. 19 at Twaalfskill
Golf Club. Two alumni will enter the program’s
Hall of Fame: Joe Beichert, Vice President of
Timely Signs in Kingston, and Jess Davis, the
Chamber’s Director of Membership.

July Mixer

Tuesday, July 26
5-7 pm
Hutton Brickyards
200 North Street, Kingston, NY

Pavilion, which seats
up to 400 people; and
the Butler Pavilion,
the largest event space
that can seat upwards
of 1,200 guests for a
banquet.
“We also have the
spacious North Lawn,
where
festivals,
ceremonies and field
days can be held,”
Hancock said.  
Among the property’s many jewels is The
River Pavilion, a stunning open-air restaurant
that features a wood-burning grill and fireplaces
and Hudson Valley-inspired cuisine.
Hancock said the staff at Hutton is excited
to take Chamber members on tours that will
include the restaurant, spa garden, Larder
retail shop set in a 25-foot airstream, sprawling
lawns and event spaces.
The staff is planning to further dazzle
Chamber guests with a charcuterie grazing
board, local beers, and an impressive array of
wines.
Hancock said she hopes all the fuss will
encourage locals to return for dining and other
special events such as the weekly “Hutton
Hangout,” held every Tuesday evening from
July through October.
“We invite our neighbors in Kingston to join
us on the property for a night filled with music,
food trucks, bar specials and great summer
memories,” she said.

Sponsor:

Overall, Hancock said the Chamber Mixer
will be a nice way to get acquainted with people
who haven’t yet visited the immortal property
and walked the sacred grounds that decades
ago resembled a moonscape when bricks were
being pumped out.
“We want them to feel welcomed, at home
and taken care of,” Hancock said. “We want
them to come back and relax on the river,” she
said.
For more information on Hutton Brickyards,
call (845) 213-4742 or go to huttonbrickyards.
com.

Chamber Mixers are a great way to network
and promote your business. Be sure to bring
plenty of business cards. This free networking
event is open to Chamber members and
prospective members. Reservations are a
must and can be made by calling the Chamber
office at (845) 338-5100 or by registering
online at www.ulsterchamber.org.
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A Kick Out Of Fitness

Core Cardio Kickboxing Melts Fat, Builds Confidence
Josephine Michaud-Denier wants just an
hour of your time. If you come to one of her
classes at Core Cardio Kickboxing Club, she
can almost guarantee you’ll be back.  
“It’s super addictive. You don’t realize what
your body and mind can do in an hour. You will
walk away feeling strong. You’ll feel muscles
that you never worked before,” said MichaudDenier, the owner of the studio at 120 state
Route 28 in Kingston.   
The mother of two who works in the food
and beverage industry said she tried it out five
years ago and got seriously hooked.  
“I always loved boxing and had taken
lessons in my late teens and early twenties.
One day, I decided to take a kickboxing class
at a franchise and found that this was so much
more than boxing. It involved a full-body and
high-energy workout. The amount of strength
and confidence you gain is astounding. I totally
fell in love.”
According
to
Michaud-Denier,
kickboxing—a combination of boxing and
heart-pumping cardio—not only melts fat fast
and tones muscles sharply, but it improves
coordination and helps one’s mental state.  
“I had such anxiety issues when I couldn’t
do this because of work demands, but after I
went back to kickboxing three times a week,
I no longer suffered from anxiety. That’s why
I say, ‘Give me an hour of your time.’ Those
things will still be there, but you’re going to
see them a whole lot differently.”
Michaud-Denier was so smitten by the sport that she formed
her own studio in late 2019. The Saugerties-based franchise
where she was a member announced one day that it was closing,
and she and a group of members mobilized.    
“We had police officers, teachers, chefs, and mailmen. The
franchise had two instructors and a cleaning person. The entire
group of people who were part of it said, ‘No one is going to do
this to us. We’re all on board,’ so I found a place, bought all the
equipment, and made it happen.”  
Core Cardio Kickboxing Club, housed in Sport of Iron
Fitness, is what Michaud-Denier refers to as “a slice of heaven,”
which includes heavy-duty punching bags and enough space
for 11 students per class.  
Most of the members at the franchise followed her to the
new studio, and she’s picked up several more along the way,
including soccer, softball, and hockey players and even a
woman who trains for triathlons.  
“Honestly, this is not just for the conditioned athlete. It’s
for everybody,” Michaud-Denier said. “Maybe you can’t kick
above the waist, and that’s OK. People know their limitations.
Everybody works at his or her own pace. I have one man who
recently had open-heart surgery, and he modifies. That is what
we do here. It’s about you and your needs, although that doesn’t
mean I won’t push you and make you do more.”  
Her dedication to her members really manifested during
the pandemic when the state closed gyms to curb the COVID
spread. Not only did she and her manager, Josh Harp, hold
Zoom classes to keep her members fit, but she improvised at
Ulster Landing Park once the state lifted restrictions on outdoor
gatherings.  
“We actually tied pillows onto trees, so we’d have something
to hit while we couldn’t use the bags inside our studio. We were
on uneven ground, and it was somewhat challenging, but no
one got hurt and everybody stayed in shape. We weren’t letting

“Besides, there’s nothing sexier than being able to kick some
butt and look great doing it. Kickboxing’s intensity means you’ll
see improvements and results quickly,” she said.  
Typical classes include warm-ups and stretches followed by
bag training and partner drills. Michaud-Denier stressed they are
not sparring sessions. She added that one of the best things about
Core Cardio is how the membership works.  
“I don’t do contracts,” she said. “This is not only a business.
It’s about us being strong, motivated, clear and aware. We’re
not like a gym We’re not like a franchise. It’s about you. I want
people to know that I do this because I love it.”  

Core Cardio Kickboxing Club, located at 120 state
Route 28 in Kingston, can be reached at (845) 428-6991 or
corecardiokickboxing.com.

this go.”  
Michaud-Denier said while most people turn to kickboxing
for the physical workout, learning boxing moves is an added
bonus.  
“It’s empowering to know that if you’re in a compromising
situation, you’ll have the knowledge, confidence and strength to
get yourself out.
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Ribbon Cuttings
MOUNTAIN FLOAT SPA

THE FARMERS AND MAKERS MARKET
AT THE STONE RIDGE ORCHARD

215 Main Street, New Paltz NY
mountainfloatspa.com

3012 State Route 213, Stone Ridge NY
www.stoneridgeorchard.com

YOGI BEAR’S JELLYSTONE PARK(TM)
AT LAZY RIVER

THE YOGA HOUSE

50 Bevier Road, Gardiner NY
www.lazyriverny.com

785 Broadway, Kingston NY
theyogahouseny.com

AUTOCAMP

DEPUY TAVERN MUSEUM
AT D&H CANAL

882 NY-212, Saugerties NY
autocamp.com/catskills

1315 Main Street, High Falls NY
www.canalmuseum.org
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HealthAlliance
Hospital
105 Mary’s Avenue,
Kingston, NY

June Mixer Sponsor
Our Mixer Host and Sponsor, HealthAlliance Hospitals, members of WMCHealth – Josh
Ratner, Craig Sickler, Michael Doyle, MD, MBA, CPE.

Lara Hope (O Positive), John Burlingham (American Solutions for Business), Kevin Quilty (Community Foundations of Ulster County), Crystal Jacob (Ulster
Ward Todd (Ulster County Regional Chamber of Commerce), Jim Bracco (Jim Savings Bank), Julie Jordan (Herzog’s Home & Paint Centers).
Bracco Classic Auto Broker Service).

Mary DeGregoria, Kristen Saracino (both with
Jane Ulrich (HealthAlliance Hospitals, members Golden Hill Nursing & Rehabilitation Center), Kathryn Flanagan, Peter Harris, Steve Casa (all
of WMCHealth), Ephie Trataros, Fanny Trataros Elizabeth Vertullo, McKenzie Ferrara (both with Ten with Ulster BOCES).
Broeck Center for Rehabilitation & Nursing).
(The Trataros Law Firm).

~ These Members Have Renewed ~
Access Physical Therapy & Wellness - Saugerties
Apple Greens Golf Course
Aqua Jet Pools & Service Inc.
Archaeology & Historic Resource Services, LLC
Benny’s Tropical Ice
Blanchard Electric Inc.
Bottini Fuel
Carole Amper, Inc.
Catskill Art Supply
Center for Spectrum Services
Coldwell Banker Timberland Properties
Cook, Kurtz & Murphy, PC
Downtown Cafe
Dream Dogs Training Center
Earl B. Feiden Appliance
Eng’s Restaurant
Ethan Allen Workforce Solutions
Fidelis Care

WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS
AUTOCAMP
882 NY-212
Saugerties, NY 12477
www.autocamp.com/catskills
Lauren Tarasewicz - Senior Regional Marketing Manager
Category: Accommodations
Description: AutoCamp is a modern hospitality experience that
makes getting outdoors easy for everyone. We’ve combined the
adventure of camping with modern design and welcoming
hospitality. At the forefront of the outdoor hospitality movement,
AutoCamp opened its first property in Santa Barbara, California
in 2013. The property opened to rave reviews and prominent
features in Sunset Magazine and the Los Angeles Times. In
2016, AutoCamp opened its second location, in the Russian
River Valley, just 90-minutes north of San Francisco.

EXPRESS EMPLOYMENT PROFESSIONALS
3 Neptune Road, Ste. P23
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
www.expresspros.com/poughkeepsieny
Sandra J. Jackson - Owner
Category: Employment/Hr Services
Description: Express Employment Professionals is a leading
staffing provider in the U.S., Canada and South Africa. Founded
in 1983, we want to make a difference locally and across North
America with more than 800+ franchise locations worldwide.
Our long-term goal is at the heart of our company’s vision, to
help as many people as possible find good jobs by helping as
many clients as possible find good people. Your local Express
office, is located in Poughkeepsie, and assists organizations in
Dutchess, Ulster, Putnam, Orange & Columbia Counties with
their short and long-term staffing needs.

HANSEN FAMILY POWER WASHING, LLC
88 Orchard Dr.
Gardiner, NY 12525
www.hansenfamilypowerwashing.com
Eric Hansen - Owner
Category: Cleaning Services/Supplies
Description: Commercial/Residential Exterior Power Washing
Service.

HUDSON VALLEY RENEGADES
PO Box 661
Fishkill, NY 12524
www.hvrenegades.com
Zach Betkowski - Director, Corporate Partnerships
Categories: Sporting Events; Event Planning
Description: The Hudson Valley Renegades are the premier
affordable family-fun destination in the Hudson Valley. Located
in Wappingers Falls, the Renegades are the High-A Affiliate of
the New York Yankees and play 66 home games at Dutchess
Stadium between April and September. Ticket prices start at
just $6.! Visit hvrenegades.com or follow us on social media for
all of the up-to-date news!

Grease Monkey #1180
Howmet Fastening Systems
Hudson River Technologies, Inc.
Hudson Valley Startup Fund
Independent Financial Services
Information Mine, Inc.
J.T.S. Design, Inc.
Jackson Lewis, P.C.
JK & SONS FUEL OIL, INC.
Johnny-on-the-Spot Disposal Service, Inc.
Junior League of Kingston, NY Inc.
Katy Dwyer Design
Kingston Athletics
Kingstone Insurance Company
Levon Helm Studios
M.M.G. Fire Equipment, Inc.
N & S Supply, LLC
Nana’s Angels Day Care
Painterly Delights
Partner Rentals
Radio Kingston WKNY
Raymour & Flanigan Furniture and Mattress Outlet

Rest Assured Alarm Systems Inc.
Roberti Automotive, LLC
Romeo Chevrolet-Buick-GMC
Rondout Yacht Basin, Inc.
Sav-On Party Central
Scrub Masters Plus Corporation
SELUX Corporation
Sky View Mexican Restaurant
Soyuzivka - Ukrainian National Association
Staples
TeamLogic IT
Tetta’s Market and Pizzeria
The Anchor
The Culinary Warehouse
The Original Mickey’s Igloo
UnitedHealthcare
W & J Palkowics
Walkway Over the Hudson
Webjogger
Wood ‘n Wheel Family Fun Center
Woodstock School of Art

KEAP

SHORETTE SHIELD SERVICES

79 Hurley Ave. Ste. 108
Kingston, NY 12401
www.KeapBK.com
Harry Doull - Chief Candle Officer
Category: Manufacturers
Description: Keap is a B Corp candle company based in
Kingston, helping prioritize connection to the natural world,
our loved ones and our own spirits. The candles blend natureinspired scents by an acclaimed master perfumer with a
regenerative approach to business, and are available as gifts or
via a monthly subscription.

1214 Church Rd.
Saugerties, NY 12477
www.Shoretteshieldservices.com
Kevin Shorette - Executive Director
Category: Insurance
Description: Shorette Shield Services is a proud service
consultant of PPLSI. We protect and empower people, families,
and small businesses by providing affordable legal access &
identity theft protection & restoration.

KINGSTON MIDTOWN ARTS DISTRICT
22 - 24 Iwo Jima Lane
Kingston, NY 12401
www.madkingston.org
Lisa Kelley - Executive Director
Category: Non-Profit Organizations
Description: The Kingston Midtown Arts District (MAD) mission
is to create, unite, and enrich a vibrant, inclusive community in
the City of Kingston through the arts. Kingston’s Midtown Arts
District (MAD) includes artists, businesses, residents, the City
of Kingston, and organizations and groups serving Midtown.
MAD is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization – formed to help
Midtown Kingston develop and revitalize its arts district. MAD
is in the heart of Midtown – at the axis of Broadway, Cornell
Street and Greenkill Avenue.

LIGHTHOUSE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS LLC
247 Old Flatbush Road
Kingston, NY 12401
www.lighthouseenvironmental.com
Owen Curry - Owner
Category: Consultants - Energy/Environmental
Description: Environmental Consulting, including but not
limited to mold assessments, asbestos assessments, water
testing, air quality testing and other environmental concerns.

SERINO REALTY
38 Mansion Drive
Hyde Park, NY 12538
www.serinorealty.com
Sue Serino - Broker/Owner
Category: Real Estate
Description: Serino Realty is a residential real estate brokerage
located in Dutchess County and covering real estate sales
throughout the Hudson Valley.

For information on
Chamber Membership,
email Jess Davis at
Jess@UlsterChamber.org

WILTWYCK CEMETERY, MAUSOLEUM
AND CREMATORY
205 West O’Reilly St.
Kingston, NY 12401
www.wiltwyckcemetery.org
Matthew Sirni - Superintendent
Category: Cemetery, Mausoleum & Creamatory
Description: Cemetery, Mausoleum and Crematory serving
the Hudson Valley. This historic property, located in the heart
of Kingston serves families of all faiths.

YOGI BEAR’S JELLYSTONE PARKTM
AT LAZY RIVER
50 Bevier Road
Gardiner, NY 12525
www.lazyriverny.com
Scott Masopust - General Manager
Category: Campgrounds
Description: Set on 100 lush acres, our park overlooks the
meandering Wallkill River and boasts a majestic view of the
Shawangunk Ridge – the ideal place to escape the hustle
and bustle of everyday life. Just a short drive from hiking
at Minnewaska State Park and local history in New Paltz,
Jellystone Park is a perfect spot filled with family atmosphere
and the memories that vacations are made of.

Anniversaries:
30 Years
Comfort Inn

20 Years
Forward Solutions
SELUX Corporation
15 Years
Junior League of Kingston, NY Inc.
10 Years
Wood ‘n Wheel Family Fun Center
5 Years
Woodstock School of Art
1 Year
Benny’s Tropical Ice
Dream Dogs Training Center
JK & SONS FUEL OIL, INC.
Naccarato Insurance - New Paltz
The Original Mickey’s Igloo
Stone Dock Golf Course

