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Supporting Businesses ~ Supporting Our Community

For local small businesses in retail, the final 
two months of the year are their most important. 
Statistics show that many businesses do 75% 
of their annual sales between November 1 – 
December 31, confirming that the term, ‘Shop 
Local’ has more meaning than ever. 

It’s due to that fact that the Chamber 
conducts their annul ‘Shop Small & Win Big’ 
campaign during the holidays. This year, the 
campaign will run from Nov. 26 to Dec. 21 
and will feature an online contest with a $500 
Grand Prize. This is a unique opportunity to 
combine your love of shopping with social 
media, all while giving a huge boost to our 
local merchants.

When you stop at a local business, here’s 
how you can be eligible to win:

• Take a selfie or a photo at a Chamber 
business 

• Post that picture on Facebook
• Use the hashtag #UlsterShopper22 in your 

post
• The Chamber will randomly pick weekly 

winners with prizes provided by the Emerson 
Resort & Spa, Kenco Outfitters and Herzog’s 
Home & Paint Centers. The campaign will 
close with a $500 Grand Prize from Ulster 
Savings Bank on the final week.

Jess Davis, the Chamber’s Director of 
Membership, said this will be the fifth year for 
‘Shop Small & Win Big.’ The first year was a 
one-day event, but that was quickly extended to 
a week. Last year’s event stretched a full month 
before Christmas.

“We wanted to do that again,” Davis said. 
“We wanted to keep that excitement and focus 
on keeping it local and shopping small through 
the whole holiday shopping season.

“The whole idea is to highlight local whether 
it’s a gift certificate to a boutique, restaurant, 
or maybe to a local theater like the DENIZEN 
Theater or Shadowland in Ellenville. Maybe 
it’s the Emerson Resort & Spa or the Mohonk 
Mountain House, or an experience like Rail 
Explorers or the Catskill Mountain Railroad. 
The idea is to highlight all our local ways to 
shop for the holidays, whether it’s an item, a 
product, an experience, or an adventure.”

‘Shop Small & Win Big’ kicks off Nov. 26 on 
Shop Small Saturday. Chamber board members 
will be among those out at local businesses 
distributing 250 swag bags full of discounts 
and coupons from Chamber businesses. The 
Chamber’s annual Community Resource Guide 
& Membership Directory will also be included 
to provide a “map” of where to shop, Davis 

said.
“We’re going to incentivize people to keep 

it local with discounts,” Davis said. “Each 
year it gets more exciting, and we see more 
community engagement and I think every year 
the committee gets more creative and makes it 
more fun.”

Connie Harkin, assistant vice president 
for marketing and communications at Ulster 
Savings Bank, said she and other members of 
the ‘Shop Small and Win Big’ committee will 
also be handing out swag bags.

“It’s just a way to encourage people to shop 
local and to remember our local businesses, 
especially during the holiday season,” Harkin 
said. “Ulster Savings Bank loves to support this 
because we’re all about local and we’re a local 
bank.”

Another committee member, Tamara 
Murray, the marketing and sales director at the 
Emerson Resort & Spa, said she will give away 
swag bags at the Shops at Emerson in Mount 
Tremper.

“We started this to bring attention to shopping 
local and supporting our local businesses,” 
she said. “That became even more important 
during the pandemic. Each year, we continue 
to try to make ‘Shop Small and Win Big’ better, 
refine it, add different things to it and make it 
more popular and more successful for all the 
local businesses.” 

Murray said some businesses have joined the 
Chamber just to be a part of ‘Shop Small and 
Win Big.’

“If you’re not a Chamber member already, 

then become a Chamber member,” Murray 
said. “When you’re a Chamber member, make 
sure that you’re working with the Chamber on 
all of these special events. ‘Shop Small and 
Win Big’ is not the only event the Chamber 
does. There are so many other opportunities to 
get your business front and center.”

Follow ‘Shop Small and Win Big’ on 
the Chamber’s Facebook Page and on the 
Chamber’s Group, Ulster Chamber Small 
Businesses United.

‘Shop Small & Win Big’
Fun Facebook Campaign Could Pay Off

By the time Chamber members gather for the monthly Mixer 
at Ole Savannah Southern Table and Bar on Dec. 7, the holidays 
will be in full swing.  

That’s because owner Dave Amato will have already opened 
his seasonal ice-skating rink and lit the 30-foot Christmas tree 
outside his towering restaurant on the Rondout. 

Amato, one of the most generous and hospitable restaurateurs 
in the Hudson Valley, plans to outdo the holiday spectacle he 
debuted last year by hosting Olympic figure skaters and doing 
up the light show even better for the public on Dec. 3. 

Four days later, he’ll pivot to welcome his fellow Chamber 
members at the holiday Mixer from 5-7 p.m. In the spirit of the 
season, YUP will be collecting new toys for People’s Place. On 
tap will be plenty of festive food and special music to ring in the 
holidays. The Mixer Sponsor is Timely Signs.

“We love doing the Chamber Mixer right before the holidays,” 
Amato said. “It’s such a great time to be together, celebrate and 
network, and people get to see the place, what we do and what 
we’re all about.” 

Ole Savannah Southern Table and Bar is the perfect spot for 
it. The 19th-century building, which once served as the Cornell 
Steamboat Company’s boiler shop and later as a steel fabrication 
shop, is known for its wide spaces and industrial-chic appeal. 
The addition of a Sperry Sailcloth tent outside creates the ideal 
setting in warmer seasons for weddings, rehearsal dinners, 
bridal and baby showers and corporate events and can seat up 
to 140 people. 

Amato said he’s always honored to showcase the restaurant 
during social events like the Mixer and whet people’s appetites 
with special hors d’oeuvres. Ole Savannah’s menu is inspired 

by Southern cuisine and 
infused with Hudson 
Valley flavors. The 
restaurant has won 
countless awards for 
waterfront dining, 
barbecue and buffet 
offerings. 

As far as the Chamber 
Mixer goes, attendees 
will have plenty to see 
and do. Once you’ve 
had a cocktail, taken 
a selfie in front of the 
20-foot Christmas tree 
inside and handed out 

your business cards, you can try out the 30-by-60-foot ice-
skating rink Amato introduced last year.  

Known as the Rondout Ice Rink, the attraction is open to the 
public from December through February and can accommodate 
up to 20 skaters at a time. Ole Savannah offers skates for rent. 
The cost is $20 per hour with skate rental and $15 per hour 
without skates. 

“We really wanted to offer something unique for our residents 
and those visiting from out of town,” Amato said. “During the 
winter, there’s not a lot to do, so we thought this would be a great 
activity for people suffering from cabin fever and looking to get 
out of the house. It was a hit last year, and we want to keep it 
going.” 

For more information on Ole Savannah Southern Table and 

Bar, located at 100 Rondout Landing in Kingston, call (845) 
331-4283 or go to olesavannah.com.

 
Chamber Mixers are a great way to network and promote 
your business. Be sure to bring plenty of business cards. 
This free networking event is open to Chamber members 
and prospective members. Reservations are a must and can 
be made by calling the Chamber at (845) 338-5100 or by 
registering online at www.ulsterchamber.org. 

A Holly Jolly Mixer
          Ole Savannah Hosts December Networking Event

Dave Amato with Miriam Gibbons 
from the Chamber Board

 Dec. Mixer
Wednesday, Dec. 7

5-7 pm
Ole Savannah Southern Table & Bar

100 Rondout Landing
Kingston, NY

Sponsor:



Scouts are taught to be trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, 
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and 
reverent.

You can also add resilient to that list after COVID-19.
“We’re still alive. We’re still kicking,” says Dana Kuhns, 

Executive Director of the Boy Scouts of America/Rip Van 
Winkle Council in Kingston. “The pandemic did hit us. We did 
take some membership losses. We had some units that were 
inactive because of the Department of Health requirements that 
would not allow us to meet or be face to face.

“As you can imagine, having a 9-year-old do a Zoom meeting 
where they’re working on a den project with other 9-year-olds 
became very difficult, especially for some folks who may not 
have necessarily known how to use Zoom in the past. It was 
challenging.”

Kuhns said kids are slowly returning as people get the itch to 
be outside.

“Now that we are starting to come out of COVID, we are 
seeing more and more people that are getting back into the 
program,” he said. “They want to get outside. They’re tired of 
being stuck in the house. We’re one of the best organizations out 
there to get youth into the outdoors.”

The Rip Van Winkle Council is the administrative organization 
that oversees 530 kids, who are involved in 31 different scouting 
units in Ulster and Greene counties.

Kuhns said the units include Cub Scouts (up to 5th grade), 
who wear the familiar blue uniforms and compete each year in 
the Pinewood Derby car race.

“We have dens for boys and dens for girls,” Kuhns said.
Cub Scouts are best known for the Pinewood Derby, where 

kids build small wooden cars to race. Kuhns said the program 
has “gotten competitive” and more high-tech, but at the end of 
the day it’s a time for parents and grandparents to get involved.

“At its core, it’s about a young scout working with a parent 
to build a car and race it and spending quality time together,” 
he said.

Older kids take part in Scouting BSA Troops (ages 11-17), 
which is the former Boy Scouts. However, the group changed 
its name since admitting girls.

Scouts are known for the 30-year Scouting for Food program 
in November. They hang food bags on local doorknobs and 
then collect the bags later and take the groceries to a local food 
pantry.

“They don’t get anything out of that other than service hours, 
but they are doing a good thing for an awful lot of needy families 
that are out there,” he said.

Kuhns said another unit, a Sea Scout ship, is located at the 
Hudson River Maritime Museum in Kingston and is for co-ed 
youth ages 14-20. The program “promotes better citizenship 
and improved members’ boating skills through instruction and 
practice in water safety, boating skills, outdoor, social, service 
experiences, and knowledge of our maritime heritage,” Kuhns 
said.

Another program, Exploring, is for boys and girls ages 14-
20 and “provides exciting activities and mentorship for youth 
looking to discover their future career,” Kuhns said.

Venturing is for male and female high school students (ages 
14-20) and operated through Venturing Crews, “units of youth 
and advisors that meet on set schedules and plan activities and 
events for youth,” Kuhns said.

An Eagle Scout with 36 years of scouting experience 
throughout Pennsylvania, Maine, and now New York, Kuhns is 
a strong advocate and spokesman for the organization.

“I believe it can make a difference in a kid’s life,” he said. 

“Every kid who has 
ever joined a scout unit 
has had the opportunity 
to grow and mature. 
This is an organization 
where kids are allowed 
to make mistakes and 
learn from mistakes.”

Kuhns remembers 
the time he forgot a 
frying pan before a 
campout. The scouts 
on that trip learned a 
variety of ways to cook 
eggs without a pan—
and to make a checklist.

“To this day, I live 
by checklists,” he said. 
“Scoutmasters teach 
that we may make 
mistakes, but we learn 
from mistakes.”

Kuhns said the 
organization has changed policies and taken several steps to 
address the scandals the organization has grappled with in recent 
years. Every adult leader must now take a youth protection 
training course annually and there is no one-on-one contact 
between scouts and leaders. Campouts also require two or more 
registered, adult leaders.

“We recognized there were issues,” Kuhns said. “We have 
gotten much better as an organization. We’ve also implemented 
several rules and regulations along the way and common-sense 
policies to make sure we protect our scouts as much as possible.”

One of those changes is that all e-mails to a scout must be 
copied to another registered adult or parent. The scouting 

handbook also includes information about the new rules, how to 
avoid abuse, and the reporting process.

Kuhns had praise for scout leaders, noting that kids might not 
remember the names of their elementary school teachers, but 
they can often recall a scout leader’s name.

“These individuals only took an hour a week, but I remember 
them because of them taking that hour and committing that to 
me and seven others. They made an impact on my life,” he said.

Boy Scouts of America/Rip Van Winkle Council is located 
at 1300 Ulster Ave., Suite 107, in the Hudson Valley Mall and 
can be reached at (845) 339-0846 or rvwbsa.org.
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Scouting Shapes Young Lives 
Rip Van Winkle Council Bounces Back After Panademic

Boy Scouts Board Chair Bill Cal-
derara (L) with Scout Leader  
Frank Tietjen, Scout Lucas L. and 
Dana Kuhns, Executive Director 
of the Rip Van Winkle Council, Boy 
Scouts of America.
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WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS

CELTIC MOLD ASSESSMENTS, LLC

863 Route 212
Saugerties, NY   12477
www.celticiaq.com
John Slater - Owner
Category:  Mold Removal & Prevention
Description:  Providing mold inspections/
assessments, mold testing, consultation and post 
remediation clearance services. With Celtic Mold 
Assessments, LLC you can rest assured knowing 
that we have yours, your families and your home’s 
best interests in mind. We ensure the job is done 
correctly and completely in accordance with NYS 
laws and industry standards.

A & D Pumps
A Slice of Italy
Albany Co Airport Authority
AL’S SMOKIN’ BBQ SAUCE
Ameriprise Financial, S.M. Miller & Associates
Amodio Real Estate and Properties LLC
Annarella Ristorante
Arrowood Farms, LLC
Augustine Nursery
Binnewater Ice Co., Inc.
Bridge Arts and Education
Bridge Creek Catering
C2G Environmental Consultants, LLC
Catskill Mountain Railroad Company, Inc.
Clear Channel Outdoor
Club Pet
Coalition To Save Belleayre
Collision Research Ltd.
Country Care Carpet Cleaning
County Waste & Recycling
Crazy Bowlz - Kingston

Crossroads Ventures, LLC
Custom Masonry & Excavation
Danielle’s Pizza Shop
Dedrick’s Pharmacy and Gift Shop
Destination Saugerties
Efros Orthodontics, PLLC
EvolveD Interiors & Design Showroom, LLC
Family Circle Mediation
Family Services
Galileo Technology Group
Gene DeStefano, DDS
Greig Farm
Halter Associates Realty - Woodstock
High Falls Food Co-op
Home Plate Deli & Caterers
Homestead Funding Corp.
Hudson River Maritime Museum
Hudson Valley Endodontics
Hudson Valley Hospice
J & A Roofing Co., Inc.
J.R.’s Auto Body, Inc.
JFS of Ulster County
Joe Beez Famous Sandwiches
Joseph Diacovo, DMD
Keller Williams Realty Hudson Valley North
Keyser Funeral and Cremation Service, Inc.
Kimlin Energy Services
Kingston Audiology Center
Kingston Housing Authority
Kingston Post Office
Klomm Construction
KTA Resources, LLC
LHV Precast Inc.
Lifeguard Systems, Inc.
Lowe Plumbing, 
Heating & Air 
Conditioning, Inc.

Marianne E. Wood-
Jensen Tax and 
Accounting, Inc.

Marist College (Office 
of the President)

Marshall & Sterling 
Insurance

Matthew C. Hall & 
Company, CPAs, LLP

Miller & Kahn
Modern Shacks
Mohonk Preserve, Inc.
New Beginnings 
Farmstead, LLC

Next Boutique
NFP
NYenvironcom
O Positive Festival Inc.
Olive’s Country Store & 
Cafe

Origin Wellness NY
People’s Place
Phoenicia Diner
Pioneer Realty Advisors
Plumbers & 

Steamfitters Local 21 HVAC-R Svc.
PMC Supplies
Pointe of Praise Family Life Center
Prostate Cancer 101
Reservoir Road Productions
RKM Educational Services
Roll & Harris LLP
Romeo Kia of Kingston
Ryan, Roach & Ryan LLP
Saugerties Pharmacy, LLC
Sawyer Motors
Senate Garage
Sound of LIFE Radio Network
Soyuzivka - Ukrainian Heritage Center
Stavo Industries Inc., d.b.a. ErtelAlsop
The Meltaway Bakery
The Woodstock Inn on the Millstream
Thomas K. Petro, Esq.
Torr International Services, LLC
Turn Up the Beet
Ulster County Farm Bureau, Inc.
Ulster County Italian American Foundation
Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency
Uniforms USA, Inc.
Valley Bank
Visionexcel
Wallkill Central School District
WCD Window Coverings, Inc.
Wild Earth Wilderness School
Wiltwyck Golf Club
Win Morrison Realty
Woodstock Chimes
Woodstock General & Implant Dentistry

~ These Members Have Renewed ~

FOCUS MEDIA, INC.

10 Matthews Street, Fl.1
Goshen, NY   10924
www.focusmediausa.com
Josh Sommers - CEO
Category:  Advertising Agencies
Description:  Focus Media is based in New 
York’s Hudson Valley region, but our influence is 
global. We represent world-renowned brands in 
a wide diversity of industries, from health care to 
manufacturing to tourism.  Our team is composed 
of communications experts, including former 
award-winning journalists, marketing executives 
and graphic designers. We provide a comprehensive 
approach to marketing and communications, 
covering all aspects of a campaign in-house. That 
means our clients never need to look elsewhere to 
get their message across all platforms.

MICHAEL ROACH CREATIVE

PO Box 38197
Albany, NY   12203
www.michaelroachcreative.com
Michael Roach - Marketing Strategist, 
Consultant
Category:  Marketing
Description:  Michael Roach Creative is a 
marketing and creative firm that provides fresh, 
original thinking, business strategies, and 
execution to small and medium-size businesses 
(SMBs), and organizations. We help you become 
visible and heard in a crowded and competitive 
marketplace and help you accomplish your sales/
business goals. Let’s explore what you need to 
engage your audience.

35 Years
Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency

Visionexcel

30 Years
Clear Channel Outdoor

Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson, Inc.
Hudson Valley Hospice

Lowe Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

15 Years
Joseph Diacovo, DMD

10 Years
Homestead Funding Corp.

Keyser Funeral and Cremation Service, Inc.
KTA Resources, LLC

O Positive Festival Inc.
Phoenicia Diner

Romeo Kia of Kingston

5 Years
Keller Williams Realty Hudson Valley North

Kimlin Energy Services

1 Year
AL’S SMOKIN’ BBQ SAUCE

Amodio Real Estate and Properties LLC
Bridge Arts and Education

Dedrick’s Pharmacy and Gift Shop
The Devine Agency Inc.
Family Circle Mediation
High Falls Food Co-op

J.T.S. Design, Inc.
Miller & Kahn
Moonburger

Pointe of Praise Family Life Center
RKM Educational Services

Stavo Industries Inc., d.b.a. ErtelAlsop

Anniversaries:

BOULEVARD WINE AND SPIRITS

374 S. Wall Street
Kingston, NY   12401
www.blvdwines.com
Bill Cranston – Managing Partner
Category:  Liquor & Wine
Description:  Boulevard Wine and Spirits strives to 
bring an accessible & approachable wine and spirit 
selection to all. We believe that the wine and spirit 
purchase should be an enjoyable experience from 
start to finish, and that our passion for good wine 
and good value come through in our selections. We 
hope to be your wine and spirit shop, and make 
every purchase fun and interesting from the store 
to the first sip!

SARATOGA PURE WATER SYSTEMS

26F Congress St. Suite 141
Saratoga Springs, NY   12866 
saratogah2o.com
Walter Thompson - Business Development 
Manager
Category:  Beverages/Water
Description:  Saratoga Pure is a locally owned 
and operated bottleless water and ice cooler 
dealer serving the Greater Hudson Valley Region.  
Our mission is simple – to provide safe, pristine, 
and great tasting drinking water to businesses in 
a cost-effective way, while also making a positive 
impact on our environment.

SAUGERTIES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PO Box 731
Saugerties, NY   12466
www.discoversaugerties.com
Mark  Smith - Chair
Category:  Service Organizations
Description:  The Saugerties Chamber of 
Commerce is a dynamic organization providing 
a way for local businesses and organizations to 
mix, mingle, share ideas and be involved in the 
community.

STONE RIDGE LANDSCAPES

1027 Stoll Ct
Kingston, NY   12401
www.massagebook.com/Kingston~Massage~karlee-
kern-licensed-massage-therapist
Karlee Kern - Licensed Massage Therapist
Category:  Massage Therapists
Description:  Massage Therapy, Reiki, Sports 
Massage, Health & Nutritional Life Coach.

SOMEPLACE UPSTATE

20 Mt. Rose Road
Marlboro, NY   12542
www.someplaceupstate.com
Ari Matityahu - Owner
Category:  Wedding Supplies & Services
Description:  30 acre estate in the heart of the 
Hudson Valley. Hospitality and Tourism.

For information on 

Chamber Membership,
email Jess Davis at

Jess@UlsterChamber.org
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October 13, 2022 
Gateway Hudson Valley

1 Amy Kay Parkway
Kingston, NY

Our Mixer Host, Gateway Hudson Valley, staff, Board Members and volunteers, 
including Chief Operating Officer Stephanie Turco (4th from Right).

Our Mixer Sponsor, Catskill Hudson Bank, with Stephen Sickler and 
Kevin McLaren, President.

Julie Noble, Mayor Steve Noble (City of Kingston), with Katy Dwyer and 
Karianna Haasch (both with Katy Dwyer Design). 

Elizabeth Strein (Gateway Hudson Valley), 
Kevin McLaren (Catskill Hudson Bank), 
Stephanie Turco and James Vicks III (Gateway 
Hudson Valley).

Thomas Collins (SVN Deegan-Collins 
Commercial Realty) and Christopher Smailer 
(Gateway Hudson Valley Board).

Alex Stier (Olive’s Country Store & Café), 
Brigitte Dupre (Hudson Valley Foundation for 
Youth Health), Darlene Bover (Kingston Rotary 
Club) and Bill Calderara (Ulster Savings Bank).  

Ribbon Cuttings
MATTEO’S PIZZA

652 Broadway, Kingston, NY

PUROCLEAN PROFESSIONAL RESTORATION
10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

625 Route 28, Kingston, NY
www.puroclean.com/kingston-ny-puroclean-profes-

sional-restoration

WEBJOGGER AND BRAINSTORM
COM PUTERS & TECHNOLOGY

1987 Ulster Avenue, Lake Katrine, NY
www.webjogger.com & www.brainstormkingston.com

PHOENICIA DINER
10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

5681 State Route 28, Phoenicia, NY
www.phoeniciadiner.com

LANDMARK PLACE - RUPCO

300 Flatbush Avenue, Kingston, NY
rupco.org

TEN BROECK CENTER FOR REHABILITATION 
& NURSING

1 Commons Drive, Lake Katrine, NY
www.tenbroeckrehab.com

OCT. MIXER
SPONSOR:


