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Supporting Businesses ~ Supporting Our Community

Rondout Savings Bank’s culture of caring has been formed 
over the years since its founding in 1868 and is stronger than 
ever today. The Bank’s lighthouse logo signifies its unwavering 
commitment to help people reach their financial goals and 
ensure a safe and secure financial environment for all. As stated 
by Cheryl Bowers, President and CEO of Rondout Savings 
Bank, “Everyone deserves access to safe and affordable bank 
accounts, including the unbanked and underbanked residents in 
our communities. Everyone deserves access to financial literacy 
to learn how to budget, save, and invest in their future… and, 
most importantly, everyone deserves access to a bank that stands 
by its core values.”

The Bank’s “Turn on the Light” programs reflect its culture 
of caring. The “Turn on the Light” Checking Account  provides 
the opportunity for the underserved to bank with Rondout. It 
is tailored to those who want the safety and convenience of a 
bank account that is low-cost and without the worry of overdraft 

fees. The “Turn on the Light” to Financial Education Program 
provides education and resources, in-person and online, to 
businesses, adults and children K-12. A Lighthouse Savings 
Account complements the children’s program as a fun way to 
teach them how to save.

The Bank’s strong tradition of customer service excellence 
stems from its core values, C.A.R.E.S: Community, 
Accountability, Relationships, Excellence, and Security. Scan 
the QR code to watch the Rondout Cares Story.  

The Rondout Cares campaign is back again from November 
17th to December 26th, in which over a hundred non-profit 
organizations are participating. Everyone is encouraged to 
vote for their favorite non-profit organizations among those 
listed on the www.GoRondout.com/Care webpage. The three 
organizations that accumulate the most votes at the close of the 
online event will each receive a $1,000 donation check from 
Rondout Savings Bank. The Rondout Cares campaign is a part 

of Rondout Savings Bank’s Dividends to 
the Community program, in which, 10% of 
the bank’s profits earned are invested back 

into the community each year. 
Rondout Savings Bank was established in 1868 and is a 

state-chartered, mutual banking and financial services provider 
headquartered in Kingston, New York with five branches located 
in Ulster and Dutchess counties, Give Rondout Savings Bank a 
call at (845) 331-0073 or visit www.RondoutBank.com for more 
information to learn how they can Turn on the Light for you and 
invest in your financial health.

Both of Ulster County’s state universities 
have new leadership in 2022 and SUNY 
Ulster President Dr. Alison Buckley will 
be introducing herself to the local business 
community when she addresses the Chamber’s 
holiday breakfast meeting on Dec. 13.

The breakfast, scheduled from 7:30-9:00 
a.m. at Wiltwyck Golf Club, 404 Steward Lane 
in Kingston, is sponsored by Rondout Savings 
Bank.

Chamber President Ward Todd said the 
breakfast will also feature a performance of 
holiday songs by the Kingston High School 
Choir, an acknowledgement of the Chamber’s 
Corporate Sponsors as well as the recognition 
of several outgoing Chamber board members. 

The highlight of the morning will be Buckley, 
who took over the leadership of the two-year 
community college in Stone Ridge on July 28 
from Dr. Alan Roberts.

“I will speak broadly about how SUNY 
Ulster can support the economic vitality here in 
Ulster County,” she said. “One important thing 
as we come through COVID is the critical role 
SUNY Ulster plays in supporting economic 
vitality through making sure that we’ve got a 
well-trained workforce.”

Buckley said Ulster County is home to 
roughly 68,000 people without any post-
high school credential. They may have some 
college, but no certificate or degree.

“My goal is to make sure that we are serving 
that population and providing real meaningful 
educational opportunities so our residents can 
earn a family-sustaining wage,” she said.

Her goal is to reach out and make sure adults 
know of SUNY Ulster’s many offerings, from 
microcredentials to two-year degrees.

“I think the critical component is making 
sure our residents know that they can go 

back to school to get ahead,” 
Buckley said. 

“So, are we offering 
the programs, through 
partnerships with our 
employers, that are training 
up a workforce that meets 
those employment needs? It’s 
about making sure that we’re 
an institution that is ready to 
serve adults in a way to meet 
their goals.”

Buckley said her goals 
for SUNY Ulster include 
increasing enrollment, which 
now stands at 3,686, according 
to the college’s website (www.sunyulster.edu).

“The college took an enrollment hit during 
COVID, as did community colleges around the 
country,” she said. ‘What we really need to do 
is to mitigate those declines and to get folks 
going back to school.”

Her other goals include “performing 
from a position of operational excellence 
and efficiency,” while “building robust 
partnerships” with the community and other 
educational institutions such as four-year 
SUNY New Paltz. She already has forged a 
relationship with SUNY New Paltz President 
Dr. Darrell Wheeler, who also is new.

“I think Dr. Wheeler and I are off to a great 
start as the new presidents and we are looking 
at ways we can partner and work together,” 
she said. “That involves really spending time 
with our employers and thinking about what 
the needs are and what we can do to make sure 
the residents of Ulster County have access to 
great jobs with wages to support a family and a 
first-rate education that can take them in many 
different places.”

Buckley comes to Ulster 
County with more than 20 
years of experience in both 
college and university settings 
in executive leadership, 
enrollment management, 
marketing, recruitment, 
and program and budget 
management. She has degrees 
from Randolph College; the 
University of Delaware; the 
University of Dublin, Trinity 
College; and the University 
of Maryland. Her doctorate is 
from Northeastern University.

She most recently served as 
the vice president for enrollment management 
and student affairs for Connecticut State 
Community Colleges. She held other positions 
at Howard Community College, the University 
of Baltimore and the University of Maryland. 
She also worked at The Wharton School at the 
University of Pennsylvania and has taught at the 
American College in Dublin, the Community 
College of Philadelphia, Delaware County 
Community College and Howard Community 
College.

Buckley called SUNY Ulster a “gem”—the 
college is ranked the No. 1 community college 
in the state based on academics, affordability 
and other factors—and said she loves her new 
position.

“It’s been wonderful. It really has,” Buckley 
said. “I love the college. It is just such a family 
atmosphere. I always say it’s the best job in the 
world.”

Buckley’s husband, Mark, did post-doctorate 
work at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie before 
the couple married, so he was familiar with the 
area when they moved here.

“We have thoroughly enjoyed relocating 
to Ulster County,” Buckley said. “I’ve been 
fortunate to live in some beautiful places, but 
I think this is one of the most gorgeous places 
I’ve ever lived. We’ve just really enjoyed 
getting to know the community, exploring and 
hiking.”

Chamber Breakfasts are a great way to stay 
on top of current events and connect with 
other local business leaders. Reservations 
are required. Tickets are $30 in advance and 
$35 at the door for Chamber members ($40 
for non-members.) For more information, 
contact the Chamber at (845) 338-5100 or go 
online at www.ulsterchamber.org. 

SUNY Ulster President Breakfast Guest
Going Back To School To Get Ahead

Dr. Alison Buckley

Rondout Savings Bank is Committed to Strengthening the Health and Economic Well-being of the Community

Sponsor:

December 
Breakfast
December 13
7:30-9:00 am
Wiltwyck Golf Club
404 Steward Lane

Kingston, NY

At this time of year, you may see lots of kids and 
their parents wandering around Uptown Kingston 
in their pajamas. Don’t be too harsh on them. Many 
are out-of-town guests, who have actually dressed 
appropriately for the train they’re about to board at 
the Westbrook Lane Station in the Kingston Plaza.

 Ask them where they’re heading and you’ll likely 
hear the famous movie line: “Why, to the North Pole, 
of course! This is the Polar Express.”

After two years of being derailed by COVID-19, 
the Catskill Mountain Railroad’s 90-minute 
production of “The Polar Express” is back on track 
and reinvigorated. It restarted on Nov. 18 and runs 
through Dec. 28.

“I think people are done with COVID, and it’s time 
to get back to a normal life,” said Harry Jameson, 
chairman of the Catskill Mountain Railroad’s board 
of directors. “Ticket sales have been good. We’re 
expecting somewhere around 35,000 people, so it’s 
a big production.

“We tout ourselves as being one of the main 
attractions in Ulster County. A lot of our customers 
come from metropolitan New York and northern 
New Jersey dressed in their pajamas, and before or 
after the train ride, they might go out to dinner and 
stay at our hotels, so our local businesses know where 
they’re coming from. We bring a lot of business to 

Kingston.”  
During COVID restrictions, CMRR instead offered 

simple, open-air rides on the Catskill Christmas 
Express, which was first introduced in 2008.

“We took our flat cars and put canopies and 
lights on them and told people to bring their hot 
chocolate and bundle up because it would be a cold 
ride,” Jameson said. “It was like the old sleigh rides, 
where to get somewhere, you’d get all bundled up 
and the frost would bite your nose. It was all part 
of that seasonal cheer. After two years of running 
the Christmas Express, we’re back with ‘The Polar 
Express.’ It parallels the children’s book written by 
Chris Van Allsburg.”

That includes a full cast of characters, golden 
tickets, onboard refreshments and following along 
to the soundtrack of the 2004 animated film starring 
Tom Hanks.

“‘The Polar Express’ is copyrighted through 
Warner Brothers, and Rail Events buys the rights to 
it and offers it throughout the country to different 
railroads,” Jameson said. “We have to stick rigidly 
to the script. We’re working with a company that is 
directly connected to Warner Brothers, and they’re 
specific about costumes and everything else. They 
come out to do reviews. What we do reflects on them, 
and our job and their job is to create the best possible 

production that we can.”  
The Catskill Mountain Railroad, a heritage 

railroad based at 55 Kingston Plaza Road in 
Kingston, began operating in 1983. CMRR 
leases the former New York Central Railroad 
Catskill Mountain branch from Kingston 
to Stony Hollow at state Route 28A for an 
8-mile round trip.

In addition to “The Polar Express,” 
CMRR offers other themed rides throughout 
the year such as the Easter Bunny Express 
in the spring; Catskill Flyer Summertime 
Rides, which includes “Ice Cream Sundays”; Catskill 
Fall Foliage Adventure; and the Pumpkin Express.  

Jameson has been the chairman of the CMRR 
board of directors since 2006 and a member of the 
railroad since its beginning. As a longtime Ulster 
County businessman in the tourism industry, he 
has been involved in every aspect of “The Polar 
Express” and even played a chef in 2018. He said the 
role was transformative.  

“It was a new way to see the magic of Christmas 
through the eyes of a child. There’s an awe and 
wonder about the size and magnitude of the train, 
especially with the younger kids. For them, it’s an 
experience of a lifetime,” he said.  

“You take an 80-foot train car and transform it 

into ‘The Polar Express.’ You fill it with people in 
pajamas. You introduce dancing chefs, who give 
them chocolate chip cookies and hot cocoa. At the 
finale, you throw in Santa Claus and his elves. You 
give each passenger a silver sleigh bell. You couldn’t 
do any better than maybe throwing in some puppies 
and kittens.

“It’s the amazement in the kids’ eyes and the joy 
it brings their parents that make this production 
worthwhile. We’re in the entertainment business. 
That’s what we do.”   

To purchase tickets, go to 
catskillmountainrailroad.com or call (845) 332-
4854. 

Seeing Is Believing
Catskill Mountain RR Restarts ‘The Polar Express’



While most of us are 
in holiday mode full 
throttle, Elisa Tinti is 
looking ahead to the 
period between spring 
and fall. That’s when 
she’s busy creating 
storybook weddings at 
her New Beginnings 
Farmstead in Kingston.  

The rustic 
3 , 2 0 0 - s q u a r e - f o o t 
barn at 2585 state 
Route 209 in Kingston 
will be bustling with 
starstruck couples, 
sweet promises, toasts, 
hugs and dances from 
May through October. 

“We get to be a part 
of other people’s milestones,” said Tinti, who runs the wedding 
venue—which also happens to be a working farm with sheep, 
free-range chickens and a maple syrup facility—with her 
husband, Egidio. 

“I cry at every wedding. Our entire extended family works 
these events, including our children, sister-in-law, brother-
in-law and their children. We want to make sure our guests 
enjoy their big day to the fullest.” 

The story behind New Beginnings is both sentimental and 
serendipitous. 

As the Tintis began looking for a house between Kingston 
and the town of Olive years ago, they kept passing the 
former 130-acre dairy farm.  

“There was a very large black walnut tree, which I loved, 
sitting on the front lawn. One day, I said, ‘Let’s just go look 
at it,’ so we finally got a chance to roam the property. It had 
been semi-vacant for a while and needed work, but we could 
see the potential. 

“Initially, Egidio wanted to turn the big barn into a very 
large shop for all his equipment. He had a backhoe, a Bobcat 
and excavators. He had big dreams that this would be the 
best shop ever. I had other plans. I saw an events venue. He 
thought I was crazy. I won that argument.” 

The couple worked every day for a year to transform the 
barn that once housed 200 cows into a premier wedding 
destination that can accommodate up to 160 guests. 

“We kept at it,” she said. “Neither of us is a sit-down-and-
relax kind of person. We rarely watch TV and are always on 
the go, so between the two of us working nonstop, we were 
able to get it done.”

After hard labor, the Tintis beautified it with twinkling 
string lights across the exposed ceiling beams, wagon-wheel 
chandeliers and other special touches that can be customized 
according to taste. 

The next big test was their own wedding. The Tintis got 
married on Oct. 8, 2016, at the barn they lovingly restored 
and shared their photos on social media. Their Facebook 
pages lit up.  

“Right after our wedding, Egidio said, ‘Let’s see if you 
can get any venues booked,’ and within two years, I had 
the whole place booked,” she said. “As the years went by, 
we did additional work on the barn, landscaping and turned 

another barn about 100 
feet from the main one 
into a bridal cottage 
for the bride and her 
wedding party to get 
ready for the day.” 

Many brides and 
grooms who book 
their weddings at New 
Beginnings are from 
metropolitan New 
York, Tinti said, but 
some have come all the 
way from Arizona for 
a destination wedding. 
She’s even spied a 
celebrity or two in the 
crowd over the years. 

While the space is 
for rent, clients must 

book their own caterer, DJ or live band. Once on the grounds, 
the wedding party has full access to the farm for photographs, 
including the gardens, patios, woods, sugar shack, small 
ceremony field and O & W Rail Trail.  

In the off-season, the Tintis produce honey and maple syrup in 

the sugar shack Egidio built and host an annual Maple Weekend 
each winter, offering tours to the public. 

An interesting side note is that many brides request Tinti’s 
honey or award-winning maple products, including syrup and 
bite-sized molded candies as wedding favors for their guests.  

“As I said before, we don’t just sit around. Egidio and I love to 
keep busy and try new things,” Tinti said. “We love seeing how 
our vision has grown over the years.” 

Those looking to book a wedding or special event at 
New Beginnings Farmstead can call (845) 430-8521 or go 
to newbeginningsfarmstead.com. 
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Barnyard Bliss
New Beginnings Is The Perfect Wedding Venue



Affordable Self Storage of Kingston
Alzheimer’s Association Hudson Valley Chapter
Bank of Greene County
Bounce Trampoline Sports
Broadway Lights Diner
Buttermilk Falls Inn & Spa
Combined Energy Services
Commercial Express Financial Services
Czinkota Studios LTD
Deising’s Bakery & Restaurant
Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health - NY 
Center

Dietz Stadium Diner
EnergyNext, Inc.
FASTSIGNS of Kingston
Fitz’s Liquor Store, Inc
Gagnon & Associates CPA’s
Gilday Creative, Inc
Go Beyond Greatness, Inc.
Headless Horseman Haunted Attractions
HITS, LLC
Hollenbeck Pest Control
Hudson Valley Sunrooms, Inc
JBT John Bean Technologies Corp.
Jim’s Mufflers, Inc.
Kakes A La Kim
Kingston Veterans Association
Lia Honda of Kingston
Little Blueberryy
Local Economic Opportunities (The LEO Group)
Mainetti & Mainetti, PC
Marigold Home
Markertek
Mid-Hudson Oral and Maxillofacial Practice, PC
MidHudsonNews.Com, A Div. of Statewide News 
Network, Inc.

Millstream Tavern

Mother Earth’s Storehouse
North River Architecture & Planning P.C.
Petro Home Services
RBT CPAs, LLP - Newburgh
Resource Center For Accessible Living, Inc.
S.A.P. Exteriors Inc.
Santa Fe Uptown
Scanlon’s Cleaners
Schwartz’s Inn
Smaldone Chiropractic PLLC
The Arc Mid-Hudson
The Den of Marbletown
Tuthilltown Spirits
Valley Courier & Delivery Service
Van Kleeck’s Tire, Inc.
Volunteer Firemen’s Hall and Museum of Kingston 
NY

Windmill Wine and Spirits
WineRacks.com, Inc.
Wright Architects
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WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS

BUFF CITY SOAP MIDWEST

1153 Ulster Avenue
Kingston, NY   12401
www.buffcitysoapmidwest.com
Aaron  Muia - District Manager
Category:  Retail
Description: Frustrated by commercial soaps’ 
harsh chemicals, detergents, and animal fats, we 
set out to create a better way! Buff City Soap — 
delightfully scented plant based soaps, handmade 
daily, in each of our local Soap Makeries. We’re on 
a mission to create handmade products that are 
free of harsh ingredients and full of nourishing 
plant based goodness.  We take tremendous pride 
in handcrafting each and every bar of soap in our 
Soap Makery. Each one is truly unique. 1 of 1. Just 
like you!

~ These Members Have Renewed ~

COMMUNITY CAPITAL NY

44 Executive Blvd.
Elmsford, NY   10523
www.communitycapitalNY.org
Tim McQueen - VP Small Business Development
Category:  Financial Services; Consultants - 
Financial & Bus. Mgt
Description:  As a Community Development 
Financial Institution (CDFI) and innovative, 
mission-driven leader we prioritize working with 
people of color, women, entrepreneurs from lower-
income communities, and affordable housing 
developers.  As a result, our work provides all who 
call the Hudson Valley home, an equal opportunity 
to access capital and build wealth.    

GABBY SERVICES

113 Colonial Drive
Kingston, NY   12401
Gabrielle Phanor - Owner
Category:  Cleaning Services/Supplies
Description:  At Gabby Services, we take pride in 
the quality of our cleaning services. Gabby Services 
provides residential and commercial cleaning 
as well as churches in the Hudson Valley area. 
We offer move in and move out cleaning, deep 
cleaning, weekly, biweekly, and monthly cleaning. 
We also offer one time cleaning. We adjust to 
whatever the needs of our customers.  We are here 
to make things easy.  When looking for a cleaning 
company think of Gabby Services.  We make it 
our business to accommodate and support our 
customer in making the best decisions.

35 Years
Van Kleeck’s Tire, Inc.

10 Years
Bank of Greene County

Headless Horseman Haunted Attractions
Santa Fe Uptown

S.A.P. Exteriors Inc.
Woodstock Day School

5 Years
Lia Honda of Kingston

Marigold Home
Rail Explorers

1 Year
Commercial Express Financial Services

Czinkota Studios LTD
Gilday Creative, Inc.

Kakes A La Kim
Kingston Veterans Association

Millstream Tavern

Anniversaries:

AGAPE YOGA

Zoom Classes
www.agapeyoga.com
Maria Vailakis-Wippick - Owner/Director
Category:  Health & Wellness
Description:  Group and private yoga instruction 
including postures, breath-work, meditation, 
relaxation & postures. Yoga on the mat and Chair 
yoga.

HUDSON VALLEY VISUALS, LLC

721 Broadway Suite U05
Kingston, NY   12401
www.hudsonvalleyvisuals.com
Jon-Paul Davis - Owner
Category:  Video Production
Description:  At Hudson Valley Visuals our primary 
focus is to provide you with a means to connect 
to your community in a way that fosters growth 
through collaboration.  We are a videography/
photography company providing full service video 
production, editing, commercials, sound recording 
and licensed aerial photography.

J&J TREE, THE ARBOR BARBER, INC.

1795 Route 212
Saugerties, NY   12477
www.jandjtreeworks.com
Michael  Ivino - President
Category:  Tree Services
Description:  We have been The Hudson Valley’s 
arbor barber for over 30 years. From maintaining 
your beautiful trees, to removal and reinstallation, 
you can count on J&J Tree works for all your 
arborist needs.  We are fully insured and handle all 
residential and commercial needs.  

PHOENIX THE YOGA MOVEMENT LLC

30 Jenkins Lane
Highland, NY   12528
www.phoenixtym.com
Kristy Levandoski - Founder
Category:  Health & Wellness
Description:  Lifestyle - YOGA - Experiences
We create space for you to find mental clarity, 
emotional support, and physical wellness. Through 
consciously designed and sustainable movement 
practices, you will find yourself on the path to 
experience authentic self-empowerment. At home, 
in the office, special events or come stay at one of 
retreats for a Private Wellness Experience! We are 
here to make Self Care accessible for everyone!

OCS INDUSTRIES, INC.

327 Mill Street
Poughkeepsie, NY   12601
www.ocsindustries.com
Michelle Woodruff - Office Manager
Category:  Construction - Commercial
Description:  A Service-Disabled Veteran Owned 
Small Business since 1996, specializing in heavy 
civil construction, rigging and millwrighting, 
bridges, utility and facility maintenance, steel 
installation and fabrication, and materials and 
supply. We have offices in Poughkeepsie, Port 
Jervis, Thompson Ridge, and Middletown.

WHOLE SKY YOGA

3588 Main Street
Stone Ridge, NY   12484
www.wholeskyyoga.com
Sara Trapani - Founder & CEO
Category:  Fitness/Health Clubs
Description:  Welcoming and all-levels accessible 
yoga studio offering 35+ weekly classes (in-person 
+ virtual) plus workshops, events and a yoga 
teacher training program. Open 7 days a week! 
Unlimited membership, class passes and single 
drop-ins available.

YOKEL ENTERPRISES LLC

289 Hurds Road
New Paltz, NY   12561
www.yokel.shop
K.C. Budnik - CEO
Category:  Tourism Marketing
Description:  Local shop directory for areas in 
Ulster County. We drive foot traffic to Mom and 
Pop local shops at no cost to them!
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November 2, 2022
Begnal Motors

129 Route 28
Kingston, NY

Our Mixer Host, Begnal Motors staff and family including Larry, Dorothy, Brian 
and Tim Begnal.

Our Mixer Sponsor, Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union. Daniel Gagnon (Gagnon & Associates, CPAs), Kevin Keaveny (The 
Hudson Valley National Center for Veteran Reintegration) with Houston 
Begnal and Larry Begnal. 

Katy and Paul Roeber (Begnal Motors) with 
Kathleen Beichert and Paul Beichert (Timely 
Signs). 

Qiwanna Hylton and Miriam Oreglio (both with 
RCAL - Resource Center For Accessible Living), 
Terri Hammerl, Kelly Wright and Margaret 
Green (all from The Arc Mid-Hudson) with 
Wanda McCathy (RCAL - Resource Center For 
Accessible Living).

Nick and Maria Maritsas (Dallas Hot Wieners).

Ribbon Cuttings
HEARTS OF THE COMMUNITY MURAL 

AT PEOPLE’S PLACE

775 Broadway, Kingston, NY

REMEDY SKIN STUDIO

25 John Street, Kingston, NY
remedyskinstudio.square.site

RADIO WOODSTOCK 100.1 WDST

1360 NY-28, West Hurley, NY
radiowoodstock.com

NORMANN STAFFING

144-D Pine Street, Kingston, NY
www.normannstaffing.com

BROADWAY BUBBLE & COMMUNITY HUB

718 Broadway, Kingston, NY
thebroadwaybubble.com

LIL’ LEARNERS PRESCHOOL

16 Cedar Street, Kingston, NY
cce4me.org

NOV. MIXER
SPONSOR:


