Here are Care Providers Oklahoma latest updates as of April 6, 2020

AHCA/NCAL COVID-19 Updates

COVID -19 Update #32 | Revised Resources on Cohorting and When COVID-19 Gets In
COVID -19 Update #31 | CMS Issues New Recommendations to Nursing Homes, State & Local Governments


OK Action Health Network Initiative 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Help Our Skilled Nursing Providers Fight Back Against the Coronavirus - Oklahoma’s nursing home residents are the most vulnerable population in the state and the most likely to become seriously ill or even die from the coronavirus. Nursing home staff are doing the best they can with limited equipment and access to tests, but the virus is a challenging adversary.  Our residents and staff need our help. Please review the OHAN website for the latest information on how you can share your opinions on Oklahoma public policy.

Important Message from OSDH
		


COVID-19 Long-Term Care Facility Guidance from CMS
CMS and CDC have issued new recommendations to nursing homes and long-term care facilities in general to help mitigate the spread of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
On March 13, 2020, CMS issued unprecedented targeted direction to the long-term care facility industry instructing them to prohibit visitors and follow strict infection control and other screening recommendations. However, recent observations made by CDC and CMS experts onsite in facilities have emphasized that even more must be done to universally implement this key guidance.  Therefore, CMS and the Department of Health are issuing revised guidance that includes:
· For the duration of the state of emergency in Oklahoma, all long-term care facility personnel should wear a facemask while they are in the facility. 
· In accordance with previous CDC preparedness guidance, every individual regardless of reason entering a long-term care facility, (including residents, staff, visitors, outside healthcare workers, vendors, etc.) should be asked about COVID-19 symptoms and they must also have their temperature checked. Temperature checks of staff should be done at entrance, mid-shift and at end of shift for all shifts of 7 hours or more. An exception to this is Emergency Medical Service (EMS) workers responding to an urgent medical need. They do not have to be screened, as they are typically screened separately.
· In accordance with previous CDC guidance for nursing homes, every resident should be assessed for symptoms and have their temperature checked daily 
· Full PPE should be worn per CDC guidelines for the care of any resident with known or suspected COVID-19 per CDC guidance on conservation of PPE.
· If COVID-19 transmission occurs in the facility, healthcare personnel should wear full PPE for the care of all residents irrespective of COVID-19 diagnosis or symptoms
· When possible, all long-term care facility residents, whether they have COVID-19 symptoms or not, should cover their noses and mouths when staff are in their room. Residents may use tissues for this, or could also use cloth, or non-medical masks when available.  
Please click here to view the most recent information regarding infection control compliance, PPE, prevention of transmission and more.
Recording of Long-Term Webinar on Wednesday, April 1st.  
The Long-Term Care Survey Division, Mike Cook, Service Director, along with James Joslin, Assistant Deputy Commissioner, provided the second in a series of weekly Webex’s on Wednesday, March 25, 2020:  Long-Term Care Provider Webex—COVID-19 Updates. Click here to access the recording of that Webex. You will need to download the Cisco Webex player.
Tune in each Wednesday at 2:00 to receive the most current updates and guidance related to the prevention and management of the coronavirus. Watch these updates for next Wednesday’s next call in number.
*Please note the CDC and CMS guidance updates frequently and each WebEx contains current information that is available at the time of the recording. 
Recording of Long-Term Webinar on Wednesday, March 25th. 
Due to some technical difficulties, some people had trouble accessing the webinar recording from last week. Here is the link for last week's webinar, but please keep in mind that the current health crisis is an ever-evolving situation, and some information may have changed since the time of this recording. We apologize for any inconvenience the issues may have caused.
	





COVID-19 Alert for LTPAC from AAPACN

	AAPACN COVID-19 Resources for LTPAC 

	

	New AAPACN Tool: COVID-19 Healthcare Personnel Screening Form  

	

	Three Important Links for Today:  
· COVID-19 Emergency Declaration Blanket Waivers for Health Care Providers (SNF info pages 9-12)
· Long Term Care Facilities (Skilled Nursing Facilities and/or Nursing Facilities): CMS Flexibilities to Fight COVID-19
· Lessons Learned from the COVID-19 Outbreak at Canterbury Rehab, 3/29/2020 
 
Important CMS Update on Use of Telehealth:  
CMS eliminated restrictions on the use of telehealth in nursing homes to explicitly permit physicians and non-physician practitioners conduct visits via telehealth options. The telehealth waiver, included among a broader set of such actions, effectively permits virtual interventions at nursing homes across the country. The telehealth wavier allows provider to perform initial and discharge services remotely and allows telehealth visits to occur more frequently than the previously every 30 days. The telehealth waiver, and others, are retroactive to March 1 and allows providers to bill for any such services they may have provide at any point in March. 
  
Potential PPE Resource:  
Protectanurse.com is a website helping to facilitate matchups between PPE donations and healthcare professionals. AAPACN has learned that, although the site currently is geared toward hospitals, the managers are willing to add nursing homes manually if you e-mail your facility location and needs to protectanurse@gmail.com. We are sharing this as a possible, not guaranteed, source of PPE for your critical staff.



Care Providers Oklahoma Leadership Conference has been RESCHEDULED 

Care Providers Oklahoma has RESCHEDULED the annual Leadership Conference to July 29th, 2020.  Prior registrations from March 31st will be automatically transferred to July 29th.  If registrants are unable to attend on July 29th please contact Care Providers Oklahoma to cancel registration. More information will follow.

Reminder: Care Providers Oklahoma Office Coverage 
Care Providers Oklahoma staff will continue to work remotely from home as warranted. We are all still here to assist you with whatever needs you may have so please do not hesitate to contact us as necessary. 


Please visit our NEW Care Providers Oklahoma COVID -19 Resource Page

Care Providers Oklahoma is providing regular COVID-19 updates via our website including all the AHCA/NCAL COVID-19 Updates. 


