Here are Care Providers Oklahoma latest updates as of April 28, 2020

Post-Acute Care Collaborative Office Hours
Telligen QI Connect™ is hosting Post-Acute Care Collaborative Office Hours to support healthcare providers through the COVID-19 crisis. Telligen is convening a statewide network of hospitals and post-acute care providers to promote sharing of your most pressing COVID-19 transitions of care challenges, promising practices, tools, and resources. 

[bookmark: _Hlk37946990]Please join the Post-Acute Care Collaborative Office Hours on Wednesday, April 29th from 11:00-11:45 a.m. Guest speakers will be Sammye Valenzuela, Director of Case Management & Transitional Care Clinics at Ascension St. John in Tulsa, and Rose Thomas, Manager of Case Management at Ascension St. John in Bartlesville, they will share challenges and successes during this COVID-19 crisis. Lauren Thompson, LPC, will share tips for healthcare staff on how to manage emotions and maintain self-care during a pandemic. Dr. Christine LaRocca, Medical Director at Telligen, will join the guest speakers to answer questions during the Q&A. Register today! https://telligenqinqio.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5ArcOqgrj4ozuZU7IwJMkWB0AW0YUlCUA

COVID-19 Update #52 | Resources to Help with Grants, Loans and COVID-19 Related Costs
To aid members with managing the array of federal grants and loans, AHCA/NCAL has developed a basic primer (login required) for organizing oversight and day-to-day management of these emergency resources. The guidance includes federal cost reporting guidelines as well as recommended financial management approaches for members.

COVID-19 Related Loss and Cost Calculator
Available exclusively to AHCA/NCAL members is a COVID-Related Loss and Cost Calculator (login required). The purpose of this excel workbook is to offer a basic tool for members to assess allowable costs already reimbursed by pre-COVID payers, such as Medicare and Medicaid, and compare such reimbursement to shortfalls where grants and loans fill funding gaps. This tool will be particularly useful with reporting on and documenting use of the CARES Act Provider Relief Fund grants.

Updated - Accelerated and Advance Payments
The AHCA Medicare Accelerated and Advance Payment FAQs have been updated to reflect the April 26 CMS announcement that it is reevaluating the amounts that will be paid under its Accelerated Payment Program to Part A facility-based providers (including SNF) and suspending its Advance Payment Program to Part B suppliers effective immediately. 

Specifically impacting SNFs, beginning on April 26, 2020 CMS will be reevaluating all pending and new applications for Accelerated Payments submitted by SNFs and other facility-based providers in light of the $175 billion recently appropriated for health care provider relief payments. Significant additional funding will continue to be available to healthcare providers through these other programs.

COVID-19 Update #51 | CMS Updates on Nursing Home Compare, Five Star, Staffing Data and FAQs
On April 24, 2020, CMS released a memo with updates on Nursing Home Compare, Five Star, public staffing information, and a list of frequently asked questions.

Inspection Domain of Five Star Quality Rating System Will NOT be Updated Due to Prioritization of Surveys
CMS will temporarily hold constant the inspection domain of Five Star to prevent an unequal impact on the rating for those facilities who receive a survey during this time. This freeze will begin with the scheduled Nursing Home Compare update on April 29, 2020.

Release of Certain Staffing Information
CMS will use Payroll-Based Journal staffing data to publicly report the average number of staff onsite at each nursing home each day (both nursing staff and total staff) and will also post aggregated data at a state and national level.

Continuing Restrictions on Visitors in LTC
Even as states are beginning to lift their stay at home orders, nursing homes must continue to maintain current restrictions on visitors. As a reminder, CMS released guidance on March 13 that required all nursing homes to significantly restrict visitors and nonessential personnel, as well as restrict communal activities. The guidance indicates that individuals other than essential health care staff and visits for end-of-life situations, should no longer enter nursing homes until further notice.


National Skilled Nursing Care Week May 10-16, 2020
Current social distancing rules and the inability of friends and family to enter the buildings has changed much of the day to day life of the staff and the residents. This year, while it is more important than ever to celebrate NSNCW and recognize the staff and residents in our skilled nursing care centers across the nation, it is a challenge to figure out how best to do so. One thing is certain, though, staff are playing a critical role in caring for residents and saving lives, and that deserves to be honored and celebrated. How are you planning to recognize your staff during NSNCW?

Let us also remember that Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10th – the beginning of National Skilled Nursing Care Week.  Care Providers Oklahoma would like to show-off how your facilities are celebrating Mother’s Day and National Skilled Nursing Care Week during this time. 

Care Providers Oklahoma COVID -19 Resource Page
Care Providers Oklahoma is providing regular COVID-19 updates via our website including all the AHCA/NCAL COVID-19 Updates and daily Member Updates.

Please visit the COVID -19 Resource Page to find NEW vendors with available PPE supplies

Care Providers Oklahoma Facebook Profile Pic Frame 
Join Care Providers Oklahoma to brighten up long term care and assisted living residents day and send them a message of support via our Facebook page with hashtag #CareNotCOVID  Please share your ideas and tell us what you’re doing by connecting on Facebook and Twitter using #CareNotCOVID

