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WASHINGTON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BRENHAM, TEXAS

Chamber/EDF Annual Banquet
to be held on February 1, 2024

The Washington County Chamber of Commerce & Eco-
nomic Development Foundation of Brenham have an-
nounced the date of their upcoming Annual Banquet and 
the featured speaker.  The banquet will be held on Thurs-
day, February 1, at Fireman’s Training Center in Brenham. 
The keynote speaker will be Frank B. Ashley III, Ed.D., Act-
ing Dean of The Bush School of Government and Public 
Service.

Dr. Ashley received 
his degrees from Loui-
siana College and The 
University of Alabama 
and is currently serv-
ing as the Acting Dean 
in the Bush School of 
Government and Pub-
lic Service. Dr. Ashley 
was appointed Acting 
Dean in August 2023 
and served as Execu-
tive Associate Dean 
from 2016-2023. Previ-

ously, he was a Senior VP for the College Board Corpora-
tion in New York. In his 40+ years in education, Ashley has 
served in a variety of roles, including teacher, coach, and 
administrator. 

As a faculty member and Dean at Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Commerce Ashley was very active in the surrounding 
school districts speaking to administrators, teachers, and 
students about the importance of education. Along with 
his work at the university, he served on the Commerce ISD 
School Board and in 2006 he received “The Citizen of the 
Year Award” given by the Delta XI Chapter, Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity. The following year Ashley received the “Distin-
guished Service Award” from the Faculty Senate of Texas 
A&M University- Commerce.  

After three years in Commerce, Ashley returned to Col-
lege Station as vice chancellor of academic affairs for the 
A&M System.  Later as vice chancellor for diversity and re-
cruitment, he advised the Chancellor and Regents on diver-
sity issues within the System and developed several initia-
tives to increase the diversity of students, faculty, staff and 
administrators across the A&M system. For his service, he 
was awarded the title of Vice Chancellor Emeritus. 

Dr. Ashley has numerous publications and presentations 
and is invited to present nationally and internationally. 
He is a Distinguished Alumni of Louisiana College and in 
March 2022, Ashley was inducted into the University Of Al-
abama College Of Education Hall of Fame.  He and his wife 
Janice live in College Station and have two children, Frank 
IV and Elizabeth.

Chairman Circle sponsors of the banquet include Bank 
of Brenham, Baylor Scott & White Health, Blinn College 
District, Blue Bell Creameries, Brenham Abstract & Title 
Company, Brenham National Bank, BRIANNAS Fine Sal-
ad Dressings, Citizens State Bank, City of Brenham, Corro-
sion Resistant Alloys, Germania Insurance, Grocery Sup-
ply Company, H-E-B, Texas Vein & Wellness Institute, and 
Van Dyke Rankin & Company. 

“We are very grateful to these sponsors,” said Jamie 
Rankin, Chamber president, “They will enable us to host a 
great event for the community, plus they join in applauding 
the efforts of the volunteer leaders and citizens who will be 
recognized.”

At the banquet, the Washington County Chamber of Com-
merce will recognize five directors who have ended a three-
year term of service on the board:  Dan Blalock, Brenham 
Abstract & Title Co.; Jim Chisolm, Texas Star Winery; Kara 
Matheney, Washington County AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice; Shay Morrow, QuestSpecialty Corporation; and Dar-
ron Smith, Brenham National Bank. Outgoing Chair Shay 
Morrow of QuestSpecialty Corporation will also be recog-
nized for her leadership in 2023.

The Brenham Economic Development Foundation will 
recognize two outgoing directors: Mike Hopkins, Jr, of 
Mike Hopkins Distributing and Barney Loesch, of Thrivent 
Financial, for each having served nine years on the board.
Other highlights of the evening will be the announcement 
of the 2023 Man and Woman of the Year, the Business of the 
Year awards, the Blue Blazer of the Year, the Board Mem-
ber of the Year, the Non-Profit of the Year, and a new award 
being introduced this year is the New Business of the Year. 

Tickets for the banquet are now on sale at the Washington 
County Chamber, located at 314 S. Austin Street in Bren-
ham. Individual tickets are $50 per person and will be on 
sale until January 25. Reserved tables for eight people are 
also available. Contact the Washington County Chamber at 
979-836-3695 or info@brenhamtexas.com.  
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Five outstanding volunteers have retired as Chamber board members. They 
have been closely involved with the mission and success of the Chamber since 
January 2021. The retiring directors (as pictured) include:

Kara Matheney of Washington County AgriLife Extension Service, Dan 
Blalock of Brenham Abstract & Title Co., Jim Chisolm of Texas Star Winery, 
Darron Smith of Brenham National Bank.

Also pictured is Shay Morrow of QuestSpecialty Corporation. She served as 
Board Chair for 2023 and will remain on the board in 2024 as Immediate Past 
Chair.

These volunteer leaders have been valuable members of committees and proj-
ects over the past three years. They will be greatly missed from the board of di-
rectors, but we know they will always remain strong members of the Chamber 
and our local business community.  

Please join us in thanking them for their years of service to the Chamber 
membership the next time you see them! 

Kara Matheney, Dan Blalock, Jim Chisolm, Darron Smith and Shay Morrow

The December session of Leadership Washington County began at the 
Brenham Fire Department. The class heard from Brian Scheffer, former 
assistant fire chief. Participants were then able to see first-hand how emer-
gency situations are communicated and executed from the command cen-
ter downtown through a mock disaster drill at the department’s Emergen-
cy Operations Center (EOC).

The group then traveled to the Washington County EMS station located 
at 1875 Hwy 290 West in Brenham. EMS Lieutenant Mark Rosenbaum and 
staff welcomed the class and explained what EMS does, its history, and how 
they transport and care for patients. Then other paramedics demonstrated 
the Lund Hospital Cardiac Arrest System (LUCAS) on a mannequin. The 
class was given a tour of the station and were able to see the EMS helicopter 
firsthand. After lunch County Commissioner Kirk Hanath gave an over-
view of his duties as commissioner and leadership. 

When asked if this session was helpful to the growth of becoming a lead-
er, a participant replied “Yes, absolutely! When you get to know these peo-
ple that bravely risked their lives to serve and protect or support those that 
do, you not only feel a sense of gratitude for them, but you also feel their 
deep sense of humanity and care that they have for you and the community 
and it engenders in you a desire to support them, work with them, and pray 
for them!”

The January session will be on healthcare. Leadership Washington Coun-
ty is one of the key programs of the Washington County Chamber designed 
to train and motivate leaders for this community. The next class will form 
in July 2024.  For more details or to view the application form, visit the 
“Leadership” page on www.BrenhamTexas.com.

Leadership Learns Emergency Management,
hear from City and County Reps

Chamber Says Farewell to Retiring Directors

LWC Class of 2024 in front of the EMS helicopter. LWC Class of 2024 in front of City of Brenham Fire Truck.



ACCESS TAN BRENHAM
Owner:  Amber Walters
2441 S. Day Street
Brenham, Texas  77833
Phone:  832-729-6417
www.vargo.com/accesstan
Tanning Salons

ALL THINGS PECAN
Owner:  Bradley Fritz
1406 South Market Street
Brenham, Texas  77833
Phone:  979-451-9642
Retail

BRENHAM AREA ROLLOFFS
Owner:  Brandon Kapchinski
4508 FM 389
Brenham, Texas  77833
Phone:  979-203-0581
Trash Disposal/Construction Trash

HOITY TOITY PEACOCK
Owner:  Melody Peacock Brooks
905 HWY 105
Brenham, Texas  77833
Phone:  979-533-3250
www.hoitytoitypeacock.com
Art Gallery

INTEGRITY URGENT CARE
Contact:  Amanda Ball
2608 HWY 36 South
Brenham, Texas  77833
Phone:  979-451-6000
www.integrityuc.com
Medical-Clinics

LAW OFFICE OF JOHN D. WINKELMANN, PLLC
Contact:  John D. Winkelmann
303 North Park Street (Physical Address)
Brenham, Texas  777833
P O Box 2488 (Mailing Address)
Brenham, Texas  77834
Phone:  979-830-3879
www.winkelmannlaw.com
Attorneys

Referred by:  Brenham Abstract and Title
Level of Membership:  Business Builder

MILK & HONEY RANCH
Owner:  Brent Phillips
8202 Brandt Road
Burton, Texas  77835
Phone:  979-221-6149
www.milkandhoneyranch.com
Lodging

PIZZAIOLO’S
Contact:  Luis Hernandez
675 HWY 290 Business
Brenham, Texas  77833
Phone:  979-251-7464
www.pizzaiolospizza.com
Restaurants

REVERE DESIGN
Contact:  Reagan Cameron
1405 S. Day Street (Physical Address)
2305 S. Day Street (Mailing Address)
Brenham, Texas  77833
Phone:  281-787-3313
www.reveredesign.net
Architects

VIEW BRENHAM
Owner:  Mary Kate Walters
306 E. Main Street
Brenham, Texas  77833
Phone:  979-836-3597
www.ViewBrenham.com
Eye Care
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GROUP BUYING POWER
Chamber members can now get major savings on 

credit card payment processing.
Learn about our new member benefit program.

 

Contact Will Watson at (979) 345-2988 • will.watson@infintechllc.com

www.infintechllc.com

Jamie Rankin ...................................................President & CEO
Jane Hinze.....................................Member Services Manager
Dawn Konieczny...................Communications Coordinator
Sarah Hansen.......................................Financial Coordinator
Mandy Beausoleil.............Events & Programs Coordinator

Welcome New  Members



Ant Street Inn • Bank of Brenham • Blue Bell Creameries
Boys & Girls Club of Washington County • Brand It Graphix 

Brenham Abstract & Title Company • Brenham Kitchens 
Brenham National Bank Brenham Veterinary Hospital 

CASA for Kids of South-Central Texas  • Cedar Frame Real Estate
Chappell Hill Historical Society Museum • Citizens State Bank 

City of Brenham • Creatively Yours, LLC Floyd’s Lounge
Germania Insurance • Heart & Hand Bodywork

Kona Ice of Bellville/Brenham Kruse Village
Lete Phillips Exercise Program • Must Be Heaven 

Park Place Apartments  • Phillips Painting Company
QuestSpecialty Corporation • Seidel Schroeder • Sonic

Thielemann Construction Co. & Stegent-Thielemann Plumbing
Two Peas Organizing Co • Unity Theatre • Washington County Fair 

Washington County Landscapes • Whataburger

Contact the Chamber at 979-836-3695 if your business or organization is
interested in being a Partner for P.E.A.C.E. inthe 2023-2024 Academic Year.
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Thank you to our 2024 Chairman’s Circle members... Thank you to our 2024 Presidential Level members...

– www.facebook.com/washingtoncountychamber –

A Partner for P.E.A.C.E. (Public Education Ambas-
sador for Community Engagement) is encouraged 
to share the monthly value and promote that val-
ue within the company so that possible employees 
and customers will see that you also support pub-
lic education. It is hoped that the adults who see 
these values at their workplace will share with the 
children in their lives who are also seeing this at 
school.   These Core Essential Values are taught at 
both Brenham and Burton ISDs.

Thank you to these 2023-2024 Partners for P.E.A.C.E. who have signed up so far to con-
tinue to make this program a success in Washington County.  They help reinforce the 
Core Essential Values students are learning in local public schools at their businesses 
and through their employee interaction:
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“Chamberversary” Celebration Visits

Washington County Blue Blazers
The Blue Blazers is a club with 20-25 members and more than 50 years of tradition. They support the mission of the Washington County Chamber. The volunteers in the club act as official greeters

and hosts of our community. Their activities include monthly meetings, greeting at Chamber functions, recruiting new Chamber members, and conducting ribbon cuttings and grand openings.

Courtney Blalock
Hodde Real Estate

Justin Colley
BIG — Brannon Industrial Group

Joyce Dickschat
Brenham National Bank

Brianna Edmunds
PLANNORTH Architectural Co.

Tiffany Holmes
Bluebonnet Abstract and Title

Tiffany Howard
Glamfetti

Brooke Huckert
ValuePoint Wealth Management

Tammy Jaster
City of Brenham-Blue Bell Aquatic Center

Genna Lechler
Brand It Graphix

Lauren Maass
Germania Insurance

Kristie Marth
Brenham Iron Works

Courtney Mason
Brenham ISD

Sierra Miller
Brazos Valley Schools Credit 

Rachel Nordt
Edward Jones

Stephanie Newman
Two Peas Organizing Co.

Pita Pangan
Associated Credit Union of Texas

Linda Pipes
Retired-School Teacher

Carl Prihoda
Citizens State Bank

Teresa Rosales
Brenham Washington County Economic Development

Jeffrey Sadler
BRIANNAS Fine Salad Dressings

Christy Schlottmann
Christy Schlottmann Farmers Agency

Christy Shelton
Brenham State Supported Living Center

Chris Ann Stroech
Washington County Landscapes

Amy Supak
Kruse Village

Barbara Wilganowski
Chamber Friend

The Blue Blazers have begun celebrating our member’s “Chamberversaries”
 by surprising them with Celebration Visits and thanking them for their investment.

Stats – from the month
of: December 2023

Walk-In’s
Chamber of Commerce      257

Website – www.BrenhamTexas.com

Unique Visitors      9,102

Total Pages             3,733

Casa for Kids of South Central Texas
15 years

Hodde & Hodde Land Surveying, Inc
25 years

The Kenney Store
10 years

Royers Round Top Cafe
15 years
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Brenham Housing Authority - Benjamin Menjares, Executive Director
1801 Northview Circle Dr., Brenham - (979) 836-9221

Bencor, LLC - Expansion opening, Christine Giese, President/Owner
4629 Hwy 290 West, Brenham - (979) 830-5252

Chick-fil-A Brenham - Drew Allen, owner
1161 US Hwy 290 E, Brenham - (979) 353-0222

View Brenham - Mary Kate Walters - Owner, Optometrist
306 E Main St, Brenham - (979) 836-3597

Terah’s Cleaning Service  - Terah Jackson, owner
Brenham (979) 277-8256

Brenham Pregnancy Center – Expansion opening, Melissa Lasater, Executive Director
1016 East Blue Bell Road, Brenham - (979) 836-0397

Integrity Urgent Care - Amanda Ball, Manager
2608 HWY 36 South, Brenham - (979) 451-6000

Bluebonnet Pediatric Dentistry - Jonathan Ames
2650 Becker Dr., Brenham - (832) 844-0377

Ribbon Cuttings
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Get Noticed
The ChamberWorks newsletter is published inside The Banner-Press. Chamber 

members have the opportunity to advertise in this newspaper. Rates start at 
only $25 per month.

If you are looking for a new opportunity to advertise, just call Jane Hinze at 
836-3695.

Another great way to promote your organization is through targeted emails. 
The Chamber will forward your “e-message” to all members, as long as it meets 
certain criteria. For non-profits, it should not have a strong-sell for sponsorships 
or donations. The message should be newsworthy, typically about an upcoming 
event. For regular business, it should also be about upcoming special events, 
as long as there is no purchase required for the reader to experience the event.
E-messages are sent a maximum of once per quarter per member during each 

calendar year.


