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Some of the positives…

• Eight States - MS, AL, GA, NC, SC, KY, TN, FL
(represented by Metro4-SESARM)

• 67 million people 
(20% of the U.S. population)

• 6 Federally Recognized Tribes

• Rich, diverse landscape –
from coral reefs to mountains

• 14 Class I areas

• Important to U.S. economy
• Large, diverse manufacturing, forestry, and agricultural sectors
• 1/3 of U.S. vehicle miles traveled
• 55 marine and inland ports (handling ~25% of U.S. imports/exports)

Region 4 – A Large, Unique Part of America



Some of the challenges…

• 29% of U.S. toxic air pollution releases (2019 TRI)

• Large minority and poor populations resulting in numerous EJ concerns 
• R4 is part of the traditional “poverty belt”

• Highly prone to natural disasters –
hurricanes/storms, floods, tornados, sea level rise

• 168 billion-plus dollar events in the SE Climate Region, costing $442B (1980-present)

• Energy/Climate

• Large contributor to U.S. GHG Emissions
• 18.4% of the US total energy-related CO2 emissions

Region 4 – A Large, Unique Part of America
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Protection Agency

Priorities
Environmental Justice

Climate Change
Chemical Safety

Scientific Integrity and Transparency
Building Back Better with improved 

infrastructure, jobs, and clean energy

Priorities and Key Leadership



Environmental 
Justice
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The EPA PFAS Roadmap
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-10/pfas-roadmap_final-508.pdf



Office of Land and Emergency 
Management Priorities
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FY 2022 Brownfields Job Training  Grants
and Superfund Activities



Coal Combustion Rule Updates
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 10



Air Priorities





EPA Proposed Clean Cars Plan
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Protecting Our Climate By Reducing Methane Emissions

https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-and-natural-gas-industry/public-hearing-epas-proposal-reduce-methane

Comment Deadline:
January 4, 2022

Half-Day Training Events:
November 16-18, 2021

Public Hearings:
November 30 & December 1

https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-and-natural-gas-industry/public-hearing-epas-proposal-reduce-methane
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Water 
Priorities
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Thank You!

Contact Info:  Caroline Y. Freeman
Director, Air & Radiation Division
US EPA Region 4
Freeman.Caroline@epa.gov
404-562-8976

mailto:Freeman.Caroline@epa.gov

