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Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce celebrates its 98th year

Words cannot describe the incredible atmosphere we had at our 98th
Annual awards luncheon on Thursday at the Charlotte Harbor Event &
Conference Center.

The energy, excitement, camaraderie, support and love from our
chamber family was phenomenal! We had a packed house of 250
attendees, all celebrating a very successful year. Special thanks to the
overwhelming presence and support from our elected officials and
community leaders.

Congratulations to our 2023 Businesses of the Year: Nonprofit
Business of the Year: C.A.R.E., the Center for Abuse and Rape
Emergencies. Small Business of the Year: Thornberry Custom Builders.
Medium Business of the Year: Lake Michigan Credit Union. Large
Business of the Year (we had a tie): Chapman Insurance Group and
Suncoast One Title & Closings.

Our prestigious Pacesetter Award honoree was presented to Mark
Martella, Martella Law Firm.

Kudos to our outgoing president, Steve Lineberry, Premier
Photographic Events, for the tremendous job he has done over the
past two years. We are excited about our strategic growth as we excel
forward under the leadership of our incoming president, Nick Worden,
Crews Bank & Trust. | know we’ll have the full support of our 1,000~
plus members to remain engaged in aligning with Nick’s vision of
#Connecting Businesses Together!

Like any successful organization, it take a village to plan, implement
and thrive in meeting goals and objectives. The Charlotte County
Chamber is no different. | want to extend my appreciation and
gratefulness to our staff: Ruth Uzonyi, director of finance, Jami
Joannes, director of business development, and Janet Caffee,
information and customer service manager. The tremendous day-to-
day work that goes on behind the scenes is absolutely incredible!

Our organization is positioned to be
an indispensable partner for the
business community of Charlotte
County through advocacy,
community partnerships and
proving value to our membership.

BGob

Bob White
Executive Director

Coming Up

Networking at Noon
Wednesday, October 11 at Noon
Dubz BBQ
4391 Adain Lane, North Port.
RESERVATION REQUIRED - Cost is $20pp.
Sold out.

Third Wednesday Coffee
Wednesday, October 18, 7:45 a.m.-9:30
a.m. Charlotte Harbor Event & Conference
Center
75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda.
Sponsor: Soul Dental
Program: New Member Showcase
Kindly RSVP in the MIC.

Business Card Exchange
Thursday, October 26, 2023
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
ActivAge Daytime Senior Care
3626 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte
Fun Halloween Themed Event.
Kindly RSVP in the MIC

45th Annual Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 9, 2023
Steps off at Noon-Downtown
Register your entry in the MIC

Resources:

cleared4takeoff.com
Charlotte Cnty. Economic Development
Office

https://frla.org/covid-19/
Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association

http://www.frf.org/index.php/news/covid-
19
Florida Retail Federation

http://www.floridajobs.org
Reemployment Assistance

Contact us by email:
bwhite@charlottecountychamber.org
jjoannes@charlottecountychamber.org
askus@charlottecountychamber.org
president@charlottecountychamber.org

Visit us on the web:
charlottecountychamber.org



https://business.charlottecountychamber.org/events/details/third-wednesday-coffee-and-new-member-orientation-2271
http://www.frf.org/index.php/news/covid-19

YOUR 2023-2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President:

Nick Worden, Crews Bank & Trust

President Elect:

Kevin Graham, Suncoast One Title & Closings, Inc.
VP Leadership Charlotte:

Kelsey J. Veitengruber, Farr Law Firm

VP Membership Services:

Cristin Beverley, Realtors of Punta Gorda-Port Charlotte-
North Port-DeSoto, Inc.

Treasurer:

Teresa Da Costa, Ashley, Brown & Smith, CPAs
Secretary:

Jessica Rhea, Florida Gulf Coast University
Directors:

Rosa Benghtt, Granny Nannies Home Health Agency
James Coalwell, Crews Bank & Trust

Michael Ehrat, HCA Florida Fawcett Hospital

Hector Flores, Charlotte County Administration

Dave Gammon, Charlotte County Economic Dev. Office
John LeClair, Charlotte County Public Schools

Mike Martin, State Farm Insurance

Angie Matthiessen, United Way of Charlotte County
Jill McCrory, McCrory Law Firm

Kaley Miller, Punta Gorda Airport

Glen Nickerson, The Daily Sun

Kris Proudfoot, Centennial Bank

Melissa Reichert, City of Punta Gorda Administration

2023-2024 SUSTAINING PARTNERS

PLATINUM+

Charlotte Harbor Event & Conference Center
ShorePoint Health Port Charlotte & Punta Gorda
Suncoast One Title & Closings, Inc.
PLATINUM

Ashley, Brown & Smith, CPAs, PA

Buffalo Graffix*

Chapman Insurance Group

Crews Bank & Trust

GJC Window & Door

Integrity Employee Leasing, Inc.

McCrory Law Firm

The Daily Sun

Waste Management Charlotte County
DIAMOND

Adjuster Groups, LLC

Elite Inspections & Pest Solutions, LLC

Farr Law Firm

Florida Gulf Coast University

Matthew Patterson, Patterson Group Keller Williams
The Nix Team at Coldwell Banker Sunstar Realty
The Purple House Salon by Shawn Gilstad
Tommy's Express Car Wash

WhitCo Insurance - Alexia Martin Agency

EMERALD

Achieva Credit Union

Big Shot Marketing & Design, LLC

Centennial Bank

Charlotte Players, Inc.

Four Points by Sheraton Punta Gorda Harborside
Friendly Floors

Granny Nannies Home Health Agency

Panther Hollow Dental Lodge

Port Charlotte Florist

St. Andrews South Golf Club

Sandhill Healing Center, Inc.

State Farm Insurance - Mike Martin Agency

Wotitzky, Wotitzky, Ross & Young PA, Attorneys at Law
*Charter Sustaining Partner (no years missed)

President's Note

Honored to serve

Dear Members of the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce,

| am deeply honored to serve as your President, and | want to express my
gratitude for this incredible opportunity. The Chamber has long been a
driving force for economic growth and community development in
Charlotte County.

Before I dive into my theme, "Connecting Businesses Together," | want to
acknowledge my predecessors and the dedicated chamber members. Your
dedication to our community's prosperity is commendable.

| also owe gratitude to Leadership Charlotte for its transformative
experience. This program instilled civic responsibility and an appreciation
for our diverse community. | thank my Leadership Charlotte classmates for
their support during my tenure as Class President in 2016 and their
continued support.

My vision for this term is "Connecting Businesses Together." We'll bridge
gaps, encourage collaboration, and create a rising tide that lifts all our
member businesses. We'll introduce programs for cross-industry
networking and work with government agencies, nonprofits, and
educational institutions to nurture innovation.

Moreover, we'll seek regional alliances, extending beyond our county
borders, to amplify our impact.

I invite you all to get involved, share your ideas, and actively participate in
this vision of connectivity. Your contributions are vital.

In conclusion, I'm excited about the journey ahead and the opportunities
we'll create together. Let's embrace the spirit of "Connecting Businesses

Together" to build a brighter, prosperous future for Charlotte County.

Thank you for entrusting me with this responsibility. Together, we'll pave
the way for a thriving business community benefiting us all.

Sincerely,

Nick Worden
President, Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce

Nick Worden is the 2023/2024 board president of the Charlotte County Chamber
of Commerce. He is the Vice President, Commercial Banker at Crews Bank & Trust
Email: president@charlottecountychamber.org



Charlotte County Chamber Corner

Jami Joannes
Director of Business
Development

Join Us in Bringing Holiday Joy to Local Families

This holiday season, the Charlotte County Chamber is teaming with the Boys & Girls Club of Charlotte County to
spread the spirit of giving in our community. Every year, they host a heartwarming holiday party for the children and
their families from both clubs in Port Charlotte and Englewood. In these challenging times, many families are facing
difficulties, and your support can make a significant difference. Here is the amazon wish list for items needed to be
purchased. https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/34A30HYV8EGOB

Items can be delivered to the chamber during business hours of M-F 8am - 4pm otherwise please have them
delivered to your home. The chamber is a drop off location. All gifts must be delivered by December 11, 2023.

For More information: Contact Jami Joannes (941) 627-2222 JJoannes@CharlotteCountyChamber.org

Welcome Leadership Charlotte Class of 2024

LEADERSHIP
CHARLOTTE

Ryan Barber, Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office; Breanna Benevenga, Charlotte County Community Services; Peri
Bluemer, Bert’s Black Widow Harley-Davidson; Lauren Bracken, Four Points by Sheraton; Janice Chupka, Virginia B.
Andes Volunteer Community Clinic; Josh Deyarmin, Charlotte County Airport Authority; Jennifer Dubbaneh, Calista
Kitchen & Bath; Alaina Dumas, Charlotte-Desoto Building Industry Association; Lisa Gallucci, Visual Arts Center; Jill
Gendreau, McCrory Law Firm; Dori Holtvoigt, Big Shot Marketing & Design; Betty Kedziora, Union Home Mortgage;
Bobbie Leahey, Realtor, Keller Willams Peace River Partners; Amberly Leverich, The Daily Sun; Francine Lisby,
Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners; Kristen Manomat, Girls on the Run of SWFL; Kylee McGloin, City of
Punta Gorda; Angie Misner, Charlotte State Bank & Trust; Maureen Morgenthien, Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach
Visitors & Convention Bureau; Tony Pribble, Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners; Dan Revallo, Charlotte
County Clerk of the Circuit Court & County Comptroller’s Office; Jessica Rhea, Florida Gulf Coast University; Stephanie
Rusch, Charlotte Technical College; Ricky Terrazas, Achieva Credit Union; Jen Wolfe, United Way of Charlotte County.
Also in this photo, Nick Worden, Board President, Wendy Atkinson, class chair, and TJ Thornberry, class vice-chair.


https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/34A3OHYV8EG0B
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Have you created a login yet to your member portal?

It's easy. Go to CharlotteCountyChamber.org. At the top of the page click on the login symbol. Use your
email address as your user name, above the Sign In button, click on No login created? Sign up now. That will
prompt you to create a password.

The member portal (MIC) allows you to update your business description and keywords, post jobs, hot deals,
member to member deals and post events at no cost to you. You may register for events, make payments,
memorize credit card information, update staff and more!

View your member profile to ensure it is still accurate, as staff, services & products may change over time.

The 2023-2024 Junior Leadership Charlotte Class, sponsored by the Charlotte County
Chamber of Commerce

1st Row (L-R) Caitlin Barrett, Quin Briggs, Joseph Briscoe, Sandy Bruce, Kylie Caparo, Nin
Castelo, Makayla Chupka, Braelynn Clement, Stevie Ethier, Nate Fisk, Keri Goodspeed, Tayna
Hall, Jack Ham, Cristin Beverley, Junior Leadership Charlotte Class Chair, and Jami Joannes,
Chamber Class Advisor.

2nd Row (L-R) Bob White, Chamber Executive Director, Junior Leadership Charlotte Co-Chair
Jessica Rhea, Aidan Hardy, Claire Hegarty, Alex Legried, Leah Matthiessen, Abby Moore,
Christine Morris, Diana Oliver, Madison Planer, Maddie Stamm, Logan Stchur, Marissa Szeker, Kat
Wedeking and Quentin Young.



https://charlottecountychamberfl.chambermaster.com/CreateAccount
https://charlottecountychamberfl.chambermaster.com/CreateAccount

Chamber Community Connection

Hector Flores
Charlotte County
Administrator

Fiscal Year of Accomplishments and Looking Forward

The County's fiscal year begins every October 1st.

I'll start by looking back on our FY22/23 efforts that began on October 1, 2022. This was 3 days after September 28,
2022, when Hurricane lan’s landfall and impact to our community forced “response and recovery” onto our top
priorities. As far as response, | am so proud of our employees and their selfless dedication to these efforts. They strive
every day to meet our mission to Deliver Exceptional Services, especially through these most challenging times. Also
thankful for our community businesses and partners that once again proved how resilient we are together.

There are many stories and examples that come to mind. We have made incredible progress on the immediate
recovery in this past fiscal year, some of which are highlighted in the attached report. This annual report document
highlights the progress of initiatives, projects, and the many accomplishments by our departments. Our focus on long
term recovery is now an integral part of our priorities. We take on these challenges as areas of opportunity to build
back stronger and strengthen our resiliency.

Moving forward, the top priority of our team is always to advance our Board of County Commissioners' (BCC) vision,
goals & initiatives under their four Strategic Focus Areas - Public Services, Economic & Community Development,
Infrastructure, and Efficient & Effective Government. The BCC's strategic planning and conservative fiscal approaches
have continued to position us well, as our organization is overall fiscally sound. Our recently adopted budget for
FY23/24 includes much needed resources & staffing to meet current demands and growth , especially in areas of
public safety, Fire/EMS, permitting, zoning.

We have many projects underway that are in various stages. A few to mention that | consider to be "legacy projects"
which are vital to our residents, business, and visitors are the Port Charlotte Beach Complex, William R. Gaines Jr.
Memorial Park, Cultural Center, Mid-County Regional Library, Charlotte Sports Park, Edgewater Drive and Harborview
Road widening, and three fire station locations. These facilities and amenities bring economic impact to the
community and improve our quality of life. We value the input from all stakeholders to ensure success in delivering
these projects. Stay tuned as we’ll provide continual updates on these projects. You can also find information on our
Project Status Update webpage at the link below.

Project Status Updates | Charlotte County, FL (charlottecountyfl.gov)



https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/projects/

Annette Bales
Sunseeker Resort
Charlotte Harbor

Chamber Community Connection

At Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, guests can escape to an endlessly
entertaining, totally relaxing waterfront destination. Our premier resort will feature a
signature list of 785 coastal-inspired guestrooms including 189 luxurious Sunsuites™.
With some of the finest amenities on the gulf coast including a state-of-the-art fitness
center, full-service spa and salon, and two breathtaking pool experiences and a culinary
journey offering everything from casual eats on the water to elegant fine dining. Our 20
one-of-a-kind food & beverages concepts offer something for everyone, including seven
signature restaurants, eleven bars and lounges, and the unforgettable Harbor Yards
Food Hall.

Sunseeker Resort is great for individual travel and perfect for group travel of
all sizes. Whether you are organizing a family reunion, a couples’ getaway, or planning an
offsite business event, Sunseeker Resort can accommodate your needs. A multitude of
rooms, dedicated banquet kitchen, best-in-class service and amenities combined with
60,000 square feet of event space in a waterfront setting make for a beautiful backdrop
that will impress all your guests. Social and corporate events alike can take advantage of
everything Sunseeker Resort has to offer.

Meticulously planned and developed, Sunseeker Resort was designed to be a true destination for those

seeking a luxury experience in the quiet refuge of the Gulf Coast. The project has been the culmination of years of
brainstorming, planning, and designing a property that will undoubtedly elevate Floridian hospitality. With dynamic
culinary offerings, well-curated guest activities, and a world-class golf course, Sunseeker Resort is slated to become
the next biggest destination resort in all of Florida.

The City of Punta Gorda is delighted to promote "Light up the Night: A Magical
Christmas Event" in Downtown Punta Gorda, a cherished tradition led by Carlene Zeches
and Jackie Mays, set to come alive on December 1. "Light up the Night" is one of Downtown
Punta Gorda's most beloved Christmas spectacles. Brace yourselves for a dazzling
experience as the committee illuminates the heart of our city with the annual lighting of a
magnificent Christmas tree. This enchanting celebration unites our community in a joyous
display of holiday spirit, featuring delectable food, captivating Christmas-themed
activities, and a warm, inviting ambiance for families.

Starting at 5:30 p.m., step into a world of enchantment on W. Marion Avenue, where
many activities and attractions will fill your heart with delight. Witness the sheer
excitement on the faces of our little ones as they partake in a variety of fun-filled activities,
Melissa Reichert including face painting, games, and crafts. From bounce houses to a mesmerizing fire truck
City of Punta Gorda display, and the presence of beloved masked characters such as Mickey, Minnie, Goofy,

Elsa from Frozen, Frosty the Snowman, and even Santa's reindeer, there's an adventure
waiting for every child to enjoy. While soaking in the festive atmosphere, savor a wide
selection of culinary delights from food trucks like The Maine Line, Browns Food Factory,
Say Cheese Curd Company, Grace's Taste of Poland, Harbor Walk Scoops & Bites, and The
Dawg Pound. The event will also feature live music performances.

Gather around the majestic Christmas tree as anticipation fills the air. At 7200 p.m., join in a collective
countdown. Watch as the tree comes to life in this enchanting moment, illuminating the park with a stunning array
of colors. To enhance the magic, gentle snowflakes will fall from above, creating a whimsical winter scene. The
event will continue with live music performances and holiday cheer until 9:30 p.m. For complete event details,
please visit https://www.lightupthenightpg.com/.

Furthermore, the City of Punta Gorda is honored to provide the venue for the 45th Annual Christmas Parade
hosted by the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce on December 9. The parade will kick off at noon from the
Charlotte Performing Arts Center, proceed up Taylor Street, and disband at the Charlotte Harbor Event and
Conference Center. Judging will take place in front of Centennial Bank. We eagerly anticipate seeing all the
Tropical Christmas entries filling our streets.
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Sean Doherty
Charlotte County Tourism

)

Tourism Updates:

The Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach Visitor & Convention Bureau (VCB) is happy to report that tourism continues to
show signs of resilience despite the fact that we are still operating with a significant deficit of available lodging
units as compared to the pre-hurricane lan inventory. For example, our most recent STR report from August 2023,
which tracks a variety of metrics in the hotel sector, showed significant increases in Average Daily Rate (+21%),
Room Revenue (+36.4%), and Rooms Sold (+12.8%) as compared to August 2022. In addition, we far outpaced our
in-state comp set in these metrics with most of them being down compared to last August. Also, while our Tourist
Development Tax (TDT) is down 5% for this fiscal year compared to FY 2022, we have already surpassed the 2nd
highest TDT collections ever with still two months left as of this writing.

The Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach Visitor & Convention Bureau recently secured the services of international
representation firms in both the United Kingdom and German markets. Sommer Touristik Marketing, our German
representation firm, visited

Charlotte County in August to experience the highlights of our destination, meet our staff and learn as much as
possible about our attractions, accommodations, restaurants and other activities and amenities. On our behalf,
they will be participating in a road show in November visiting several German cities to educate tour operators and
German media as to what we have to offer their clientele and audience. Also in November, our German rep has
coordinated a press trip for one of their travel media to visit Charlotte County and we’ll be partnering with Tampa
on a TV production where Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach will be featured in a travel program hosted by famed
German chef, Johann Lafer. Meanwhile, our UK representation firm, Cellet Marketing & PR, visited our destination
in late September for their discovery tour and has already sent two distinguished members from their travel media
to conduct press trips in the County. In addition, VCB staff will join our representation firms at World Travel Market
in London this November whereby we’ll have the opportunity to meet one-on-one with dozens of UK-based tour
operators and travel media.

In preparation of embarking on Fiscal Year 2024, the VCB hosted its annual informational session on our co-op
marketing program in late September. Any tourism or hospitality related business interested in learning more
about how we can help expand their reach and marketing dollars can contact Maureen Morgenthien at the VCB or
visit our co-op webpage at YourAdBuy.com.

Lastly, after several weeks of not having our popular beach cam online, we were able to have it replaced with a 4K
camera providing even better resolution of our beautiful beach. Speaking of the beach, don’t forget the 8th Annual
Englewood Beach Waterfest, which won an award from the Southeast Tourism Society as a Signature Event of the
Southeast for 2023, will take place November 16-19. And while I’'m on events, you won’t want to miss the Florida
International Air Show taking place November 4-5 at the Punta Gorda Airport. Tickets for both events are on sale
now!
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New Mascot

Punta Gorda Airport revealed its new mascot, Curtiss the Hawk, this week at the Welcome
Home Celebration for Veterans returning on the Honor Flight. PGD staff, volunteers,
family and friends came together to honor Veterans and guardians that went on a day trip
to visit our nation’s memorials on Oct. 10, 2023.

If you missed Curtiss the Hawk this week, you can see him make special appearances at
the Florida International Air Show coming up November 4-5. He’ll also be in the Veterans
Day Parade in Port Charlotte on November 11, and the Chamber’s Annual Christmas
Parade on December 9. You will also be able to purchase a limited-edition Curtiss
collectible plush toys, expected to be on sale before the holidays.

Kaley Miller

Dir. of Marketing PGD is inviting local businesses to participate in our 2nd annual “Aviation Gives Back”
& Communications campaign to support the United Way of Charlotte County. Businesses donating at least
Punta Gorda Airport $100 (gift cards/services/items for chance auction fundraiser) will be honored in our

“PGD’s Local Favorites” list. The more you donate, the higher you will be on the list!
Donations will be heavily promoted on social media and our BUZZ e-news, so be sure to
email KMiller@FlyPGD.com asap for details.

Finally, PGD is pursuing two State legislative appropriations: one for CTC’s New Aviation
Maintenance Facility and one for Infrastructure for Aviation Jobs. These projects are
essential for growing the aviation workforce and readying PGD’s sites (utilities, roads,
parking) for tenants to fill the pipeline of essential pilots, aircraft mechanics and aviation
workers. We sincerely thank our legislators, community partners, and business
organizations like the Chamber for their letters of support.

Economic Development Office — Brief Out

On July 27th, the owner of The King of Vape retail locations broke ground on their new
130,000 square foot distribution center in the Punta Gorda Airpark. They are so
optimistic on the area, they elected to also move forward on a twin 130,000 square foot
building on a spec basis. The Economic Development Office is working with them to
attract tenants on the spec space.

On August 24th, Balentine Builders, a manufacturer of cabinets and countertops, broke
ground on a new 65,000 square foot manufacturing facility also in the Punta Gorda
Airpark. Ballentine will be moving from Fort Myers as they outgrew their existing space.

Dave Gammon
Economic
Development Office

With these two businesses, plus several others, the Punta Gorda Airpark has grown from
approximately 1.2 million square feet of industrial space to over 2 million square feet. In
addition, plans are in place for approximately 1.5 million more square feet over the next
three years. | think it’s safe to say, Charlotte County has been discovered.


https://www.flypgd.com/buzz/
mailto:KMiller@FlyPGD.com
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Mark Vianello
Superintendent
Charlotte County
Public Schools

Peter Rivera

Broker Owner REMAX
Palm Realty

2020 RE/MAX Broker
Owner of the Year
2017 President PG-
PCNP Association of
Realtors

Strategic Plan

At Charlotte County Public Schools, we believe in providing high-quality, relevant education,
ensuring every student’s success. To assist us in accomplishing this mission, we have
embarked on a journey outlined in our strategic plan. A crucial aspect of this endeavor has
been the active involvement of focus groups, ensuring that our planning reflects the diverse
voices and perspectives within our community.

Our strategic plan serves as our roadmap for the future, guiding us toward educational
excellence and innovation. It is a dynamic blueprint that outlines our goals, priorities, and
initiatives for the years to come. At the heart of this plan is a commitment to the success of
every student, without exception.

Our focus groups have played an instrumental role in shaping this plan. These gatherings
have provided a platform for open dialogue, where students, parents, teachers, leadership
staff, and community members have shared their thoughts, concerns, and ideas. Their input
has been invaluable in refining our strategies and ensuring that our educational initiatives
align with the needs and aspirations of our community. Together, we're building a future
where every student's potential is realized, and our community thrives as a result.

We invite you to learn more about our strategic plan by visiting our website at
[yourcharlotteschools.net].

Charlotte County's Real Estate Landscape One Year After Hurricane lan

A year has passed since Hurricane lan hit, and its repercussions on Charlotte County's real
estate market remain evident. Homes affected by the calamity are still undergoing repairs,
which has significantly impacted inventory levels, now sitting at 5.6 months. At the beginning
of the year, the county faced a notable 40% dip in units sold. Thankfully, we've seen a steady
rebound, as the deficit has shrunk to just under 10% compared to last year's figures. While the
subsequent storm, ldalia, had a less significant impact, its presence did momentarily halt
buyers in their tracks during and a few weeks post-storm.

Assilver lining in the real estate cloud is the rising anticipation over new additions to Charlotte
County. The much-awaited Sunseeker resort is gearing up for its grand opening. Its presence
has already brought an influx of workers in the market looking to buy, and there's palpable
excitement over potential visitors to the resort who might consider settling in Charlotte
County. This influx, coupled with the positive local job growth, paints an optimistic future for
our local market.

Interestingly, even with the challenges of interest rate hikes and potential insurance cost concerns, housing prices
have remained fairly stable. Although there's a slight uptick in inventory and days on the market, it's not alarming.
Builders, sensing the market sentiment, have proactively started offering incentives to potential buyers to balance
out the effects of rising interest rates. Additionally, as homes continue to recover from Hurricane lan's damage and
new multifamily rentals emerge, we're witnessing a stabilization in rent prices, offering some solace to residents and

investors alike.
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Sheriff Bill Prummell
Charlotte County Sheriff’'s Department

Patrolling in Paradise

Continuing our "Patrolling in Paradise" theme from the last newsletter, there are a few things | would like to discuss
with the Chamber members and citizens of Charlotte County. Before | begin, | would like to welcome all the new
members of the Chamber to our county. Charlotte County is the best place to live and work, and our secret is out.
Historically, the Sheriff's Office works very well with our local businesses as we all strive to have the lowest crime rate
in Florida, and we continue to work together to keep our county safe.

Fall is here and we are hoping for cooler weather to end this very hot summer. During this time, our winter month
visitors move back to our area, school is back in session, and traffic becomes more hectic. The cooler weather also
brings kids riding bikes and playing outside after school through the evening hours. We must continue to be alert and
drive safely in our neighborhoods.

We also encourage our community to come celebrate the fall and winter seasons with our two flagship events — Cops
and Goblins on Halloween and Shop with a Cop during December. These two events have a profound impact on our
youth, and the businesses of the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce show their support during these times! If
you wish to help with these events by donating to Cops and Goblins, or supporting the Shop with a Cop events, please
reach out to Skip Conroy in the Community Affairs Unit. Either way, we hope to see you and your families at Cops and
Goblins, this year being held at the Port Charlotte Town Center Mall (near the food court - both inside and out) on
October 31, 2023, between 5-8pm. It's a great time, and you never know who's going to challenge a Deputy to a donut
eating contest or who is going to get a pie in the face!

It's been over a year since Hurricane lan! As we continue rebuilding our community, we want to remind our business
owners to review your security cameras to make sure they are pointed in the right direction and keep a look out for
each other. There are still some bad actors who come to and through our Charlotte County community, but when we
work together, the word gets out and those bad actors pass us by. If you need some help, don’t forget our Community
Police Officers can also perform a security check for your business to assist you in identifying potential security risk
areas (and it's free!).

Finally, | want to remind everyone that if you see something that you think is suspicious, it probably is! Call CCSO and
report it - 941-639-2101.

I wish you a happy and safe holiday season!

Be strong. Be safe. And never quit!
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Holiday Safety Tips from Your Police Department

The holidays are a time for joy and giving, but unfortunately can create ideal
circumstances for criminals. Shoppers rushing around stressing to find the perfect gifts,
purchased left in vehicles, and people traveling or away from home for holiday events
can fill criminals with holiday joy as well. In addition, holiday parties tend to lead to an
increase of drinking and driving.

To help ensure that everyone has a safe and happy holiday season the Punta Gorda
Police Department will be providing increased holiday patrols throughout the month of
December. This will include increased police presence downtown and in our commercial
shopping districts, as well as dedicated DUI patrols. Here are some of the things you can
do to keep safe and avoid becoming a victim this holiday season:

Pamela Davis
Chief of Police
Punta Gorda

When You Are Shopping:

-Stay alert and be aware of your surroundings;

- Park in well-lit areas making sure that gifts and valuables are out of sight and your
vehicle doors are locked;

‘If shopping with children make sure they have been taught to seek out a store clerk, security guard, or police officer
should they become separated from you;
-Avoid carrying large amounts of cash when shopping. Pay with credit or debit cards when possible.

When You Are Away From Home:

-Get an automatic timer for your lights;

‘Have mail and newspaper delivery stopped while you will be away;

-Ask a neighbor to keep an eye out for unexpected packages, flyers, etc. Having items sitting outside your home for an
extended period of time is a sure indicator to criminals that your home is vacant;

-Be very careful about what you post on social media and who can see it. Criminals have become very savvy using
social media. Posting information or photos about your travel plans can inform criminals that your home is
unoccupied. If you really want to post about your vacation, wait until you return.

When You Are Out for the Evening:

-Make sure that doors and windows are closed and locked,;

-Leave lights and a TV turned on so it appears that someone is still home;

-Keep gifts and valuables where they cannot be seen through windows or make sure that window coverings are closed;
-If you may be drinking alcohol while you are out, designate a sober driver, plan on calling a taxi, or utilize a ride share
service. Never drive when you are intoxicated. Remember even buzzed driving is drunk driving.

Ot