Template Letter/Email for employers to send to employees to encourage election engagement and increase informed voting on October 24, 2022

On October 24, 2022, all Ontario municipalities will have an election and Ottawa will elect a new City Council. One of our most important democratic entitlements is our right to vote.  That right to vote also carries with it a significant responsibility as citizens and as members of our community.  It is our responsibility to vote and to elect those that will represent us whether at the Municipal, Provincial or Federal levels of government.  

We want to encourage all our Team Members to vote in this year’s municipal election.  Each of us should also be encouraging our family, friends, neighbours, and our personal networks to get out and vote.   Voter turnout has been below 50% in Ottawa for the past three elections dating back to 2006.  As a community, we need to change that and that is why we are reaching out to everyone today to encourage you to vote in this year’s municipal election.  

Below are some details about the Ottawa election.  We realize that some of you will be voting in other jurisdictions (Carleton Place, Almonte, Kemptville etc…) and we encourage you to familiarize yourselves with the voting details in your municipality.

Why is this election so important?  The City of Ottawa is the second largest City in Ontario and one of the fastest growing communities in Canada. Over the next 25 years, Ottawa is expected to add an additional 500,000 residents. Almost half of our current city councillors are not running for re-election this year. As well, our mayor, Jim Watson, is also not running for re-election for the fist time in 12 years.  This will create a void of elected officials who understand the municipal political landscape.

As an Ottawa private sector employer, it will be important to us that we have a council made up of elected officials who understand the significance and value that our business sector plays in Ottawa’s prosperity and quality of life.  It will be paramount for Ottawa’s future prosperity that we have a Mayor and a Council that recognizes that to maintain and enhance Ottawa’s quality of life, we must continue to grow our local economy.

Furthermore, we are a proud member and partner of the Ottawa Board of Trade.  The Board of Trade recently launched our #BuildUpOttawa initiative which sets a pro-growth agenda that drive the creation of an affordable, inclusive, and sustainable city.  The Board of Trade has publicly shared our growth focused platform and is looking for alignment with all candidates in this election.  We are hoping to engage the candidates and the voting public in a discussion about what we see as the key priorities for Ottawa.  For more about Build Up Ottawa and find out what candidates are saying please visit the site often at www.buildupottawa.ca.




1. Where Can I Find out more about Ottawa’s election?  Who’s running in my ward, who is eligible to vote, when can I vote, where can I vote, etc.…?

https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/elections 

1. Advance Vote Days
Advance Vote Days will take place on Friday, October 7, 2022 and Friday, October 14, 2022, from 10 am to 8 pm, except for long-term care centres and retirement homes which may have reduced hours. On these voting days, you will have the opportunity to vote in your ward at your assigned voting location.
1. Voting Day
Voting Day is Monday, October 24, 2022. On this day, you can vote in your ward at your assigned voting place from 10 am to 8 pm, except for long-term care centres and retirement homes which may have reduced hours.
1. What positions will I be voting for in this Municipal Election?
You will receive three separate ballots when you arrive to vote.
1. Mayor – you will vote for the Mayor of the City of Ottawa.  Candidates for Mayor can be found at the attached link.  https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/elections/2022-municipal-elections/certified-and-acclaimed-candidates-and-registered-third-party-advertisers#section-546e9e7c-a54e-49f7-a2b5-9e4fc215cc47
1. Ward Councillor – you will get a Ward ballot to vote for the councillor in the ward that you live.  There are now 24 wards within the City of Ottawa.  To find out who is running in your ward click below https://elections.ottawa.ca/UI/CandidateList/CandidateList
1. School Trustees – you will receive a school trustee ballot to vote for as well. For more information on school trustees you should visit the website of the school board you identify with – Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, Ottawa Catholic School Board, Conseil des ecoles catholiques du Centre-Est or Conseil des ecoles publiques de l’Est de l’Ontario.
Again, we hope you will all make the effort to vote in this municipal election and that you will encourage others in your circle of influence to do so as well.
Together, we will.

