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Overview

ISLAND COUNTY is a unique area, well known for its exceptional quality of life.
Island residents and tourists alike marvel at the fantastic views of the snow-covered
Cascade and Olympic mountains as they relax in this pastoral setting. The islands
comprising Island County are Whidbey, Camano, Ben Ure, Smith, Deception, Strawberry,

Baby, Minor and Kalamut.

The tWO Settled IS|andS, Whldbey and CamanO, San Jusm Island . Asacortes Bdhu‘clm‘mﬁnuu.)&
. . . .. Sant Juaan” ‘mawwer, BC
are favorite destinations for weekend visitors Ferry ()
. . Exit 230
with easy access via State Route 20 over O s o
La Conner 1

Deception Pass, State Route 532 to Camano,
and the State Ferry Systemroutes accessedoff -
island at Mukilteo and Port Townsend

Whidbey Island is the 5th longest island in the
contiguous U.S 45 miles long with 148 miles
of shoreline. Camanois 16 miles long and has
52 miles of shoreline.  Whidbey Island is
located 27 miles north of Seattle and 50 miles
south of the Canadian border. Island County
has a total land area of 208 square miles.

The islands were first settled by the Lower
Skagit, Swinomish, Suquamish, Snohomish,
Kikiallus, and other Native American tribes,
who called the area Tschakole-chy (Whidbey)
and Kol-lut-chen (Camano). European
settlements were established in the early 1850s
in the Penn Cove-Coupeville area. Today, the
small communities along these sheltered
shorelines are highly regarded locations for
permanent homes and summer residences, as
well assmall, but successful, businesses
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Island County and surrounding area

Island County has four geographic SULUSLIGIIE  There are three incorporated
areas: Total locations in Island County, all
population on Whidbey Island:
North Whidbey
Central Whidbey 87 J 100 Oak Harbor
: WA State OFM, -
South Whidbey e Coupeville
Camano Island population Langley

estimates.)



Climate and Geography

Island County enjoys the moderating effects of water and sheltering mountains to provide
a mild, temperate climate. Camano Island and, more so, Whidbey Island both benefit
from the Olympic Mountains' "rain shadow" effect. Rainfall averagesfrom about 35" per
year in South Whidbey and South Camano to less than 18" on Central Whidbey. This
contrasts with the yearly average of approximately 40" in Seattle. Freezesare usually light
and rarely continue past February.

Because of the rain shadow, Central Whidbey receives
markedly less rain than the rest of Whidbey Island.

<186 -8
Avg relative humidity per year

Victoria, B.C.
Central Whidbey Oak Harbor

34 OF Coupeville
winter avg BisAngeles Pt. Townsend

) 3506
\.I- 72 OF per year Langley

summer av
g g South Whidbey

The terrain of Island County is largely rolling with elevations from sea level to 580 feet.
More than 50% of the land area is undeveloped and features trees, prairie areas of
agricultural lands, marshes, open bays and a generally rural environment.




Population and Demographics \

Island County Population
*WA State Office of Financial Management,
Nov. 30, 2021 population estimate

2011-2021

growth
Island County
growth in
Island County incorporated
Incorporated areas

» 2011

m2021*

Island County
Unincorporated

growth in
unincorporated areas

Median Age

U.S. Census American Community Survey, 5yr estimates, 2014 -2019

increase
2000-2019

lower median age due
to Navy personnel

increase in median age

Island County Oak Harbor ~ Coupeville Langley = Camano Island




Population and Demographics

Population

Oak Harbor
Camano Island
Langley
& Freeland

(uninc.)

Population
In

Freeland (uninc.)

Town of Coupeville

Coupeville

& Clinton City of Langley

Clinton (uninc.)

Per Capita Income
ACS 2019 1year estimate
(inflation adjusted 2019 dollars)

$38,915 $37,087

$34,103

u.s.

WA State Island County

Per Capita Income

9% higher
than U.S.

5% lower
than WA State

City of Oak Harbor

Camano Island

Island County Population Centers

*US Census 2010
In *US Census American Community Survey, 2019, 5yr estimates

1,831
1,950

1,035
1,150

928
891

m2010* m2019**

Oak Harbor, Langley, and Coupeville
populations are from the WA State
Office of Financial Management,
Nov. 30, 2021 pop estimates.

Median Household Income
ACS 2019 1year estimate
(inflation adjusted 2019 dollars)

378,687 $72,066

WA State Island County

Median Household Income
9% lower

than WA State




Population and Demographics

Countyods Workforce Commuting I
Census On The Map Commuting Destinations

6,871

out of County commuters from Whidbey and Camano Islands

35.7% 50%

of workers in Island County of workers on Camano Island
travel outside the county travel outside the county
for work for work

Whatcom County
325

Skagit County
641

Snohomish County

1,078

Kitsap
Cigzty King County
524

Pierce County
225



Employment and Labor

Island County averaged 16 ,485

nonfarm (and non-military) jobs in March 2021
Bureau of Labor & Statistics

549 -3.2%

jobs lost over 2020 in total employment

pandemic o
Bureau of Labor Statistics

Naval Air Station Whidbey Island

NAS Whidbey Island is the premier naval aviation
installation in the Pacific Northwest and home of all Navy
tactical electronic attack squadrons flying the EA18G
Growler.

Largest employer in Island County and

four surrounding Counties

$701M
Payroll for 10,500 personnel

8,700 militaryy 2,100

civilian and contractors

Percentage of Pay Role

61% BEA CAINC6N Compensation of i
Employeesby NAICS Industry - 2019 Accordlng to the .
Bureau of Economic

Analysis
38%
Government
is the largest employer
16%

i NEWY;
is the single largest

. 2% employer

Total Gov't Military State & Local Gov't Construction



Employment and Labor

Major Employers (75+ employees )

10,800 -201

NAS Whidbey Island
Federal Government

Oak Harbor School District
Education

Boeing
(commuters from Island County)
Manufacturing

WhidbeyHealth Hospital
Healthcare

Island County Government

Local Government

Stanwood-Camano School
District

(commuters from Island County)
Education

Walmart
Retail

South Whidbey School
District
Education

3909

Island County Primary Private Jobs

Employer reported data

200-116

Navy Exchange
Federal Government

Navy Commissary
Federal Government

Technical Services, Inc.
Manufacturing

City of Oak Harbor
Local Government

IDEX Corp
Manufacturing

Safeway
Retall

Nichols Brothers Boat
Builders Inc.
Manufacturing

Meyers Group
Retail

Payless Foods
Groceries/Food

Labor Force

U. S. CeéemnTheMapd 6 36.114
Average
$14.49 / hr (non-military)
Minimum wage 3.8%
Unemployment
(2021)
1125 1030

Oak Harbor

Coupeville

— -

Freeland

2.8 %
Growth (2020-2021)

(Source: Employment

Langley Camano Island Security Department)




Employment and Labor \

Total Govt (non-military)
Retail trade
Healthcare & Soc Assist.
Accommodations & Food Svs
Construction
Prof & Tech Svs
Manufacturing
Other, ex. Public Admin
Admin & Waste Svs
Real Estate & Rentals
Educational Services
Arts, Ent, & Recreation
Finance & Insurance
Transport'n & Warehous'g
Information

Ag, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting

28.2%

13.2% 12.7% 12.7%

Average Number Employed in Island County
2020, WA State ESD

I 4,587
e 2,060
e 1,835
e 1,775
e 1,122

I 785

P 783

o 644

e 583

o 318 more than nearest
302 industry
o 286

278

[ 266 avg number of
183 employees per business

163

Even w/o military

Percentage Employed by Occupation
2020, WA State ESD

Other than NAS
Whidbey

are the

4.8%

2.9%
B ==

Fed/State/Local Educational & Retail Trade Leisure & Professional & Information &
Gov't Health Svs Hospitality Business Svs Finance

10



Employment and Labor \

Average Annual Salary per Worker by Industry
Annual 2020, U.S. Dept of Labor, Bureau of Labor and Statistics
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Educational Attainment (25 yrs. and older)

US Census American Community Survey, 2019 dyr estimate

High School Grad +

Increase in
Bachelors Degree + Educational Attainment

_ 2.4%
Professional Degree +
4.0%

= 2000 = 2019
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Population Segmentation

Segmentation is dividing a population into groups defined by individual characteristics. It
can be as simple as separating male and female residents, or by something more complex.

Mosaic, by Experian, divides the U.S population into 19 groups and 71 more detailed sub-
groups, or segments It paints a unique picture of the U.S population based on their
demographic characteristics, lifestyles, and behavior.

In this next section w e dldok at the top five (5) segmentsof those 71 that comprise Island
C o u n tegidestial households, and the top four segmentsof its workplace households.

Top 5 Residential Household Segments

Older empty-nesting Multi-generational Retired couples and Digitally savvy young Established Baby
couples households individuals singles Boomer couples

Top 4 Workplace Household Segments

() 1.9

E—— A
Multi-generational Older empty-nesting Households living near Established Baby Boomer
households couples military bases couples

12



Population Segmentation

Older Empty-Nesting Couples and Singles

Who They Are
Rural lifestyles 70 6%
Disposable income .
Home and garden enthusiasts are homeowners
Read newspapers
Married without kids
Trendsetters 9 1 . 4%
26.7% live in single
household income is family homes
$50,000-$74,999
55%
61.7% head of household
household size of is between

1 person 51-65 years old

Established Multi-Generational Households

Who They Are

Smart shoppers 0
Tech apprentices 90 . 7 /0
Large households are homeowners

Social media fans

25% 08.2%

household income is live in single
$75,000-$99,999 MV
0)
23 504, 49.2%
household size of head of household
is between

o ple 51-65 years old




Population Segmentation

Established Baby Boomer Couples

Who They Are
Price-conscious 93 . 2%
Do-lt-Yourselfers
Outdoor enthusiasts are homeowners
Domestic travelers W
35.5% 98.2%
household size of live in single
2 persons family homes
30.4% 91.9% \ \
household income is heaq of household
$50,000-$74,999 is between

51-65 years old

Retired Couples and Individuals

Who They Are
Retirees 8 l . 4%
Established credit
Cruise vacations are homeowners
Brand-loyal
Traditional engagement
82.1%
34.4% live in single
household size of family homes
2 persons
23.3% 61.1%

household income is h‘lea‘;g househtl)olld
$35,000-$49,999 5 76+ years o




Population Segmentation

Households living near military bases

Who They Are
Renters 10 . 7%

Modest educations live in Multi -family: 5 & units
Parents

Ethnically diverse
Military base communities

Tech-savvy 85 . 5%

are renters

33.9%
household size of -:f!_'!':.
1 person 27.3% AN ,
head of household ‘i X AJd "
21.9% is between e
household income is less 25-30 years old

than $15,000

Digitally Savvy Young Singles

Who They Are 88.8%
Ambitious .

Single adults I|ve.|n single
Eager to spend family homes
Digitally savvy

. 73.8%
26.6% household size of
household income is 1 person
$50,000-$74,999
55 30 50.6%
£.970 head of household
are first -time is between

home buyers 25-30 years old




Real Estate and Commercial Realty

$383,100

County Median

South
Whidbey

has highest
median land
prices

Central
Whidbey

[ E [WES
median land
prices

COMMERCIAICONSTRUCTION

$250-$350

Median Housing Prices

(Includes existing and new construction
American Community Survey 2019 5yr estimate)

Camano,
North and

$434,500 Central

$374,200 $398,200

North Whidbey Central Whidbey South Whidbey

Whidbey

prices lower

$293,600 than County

median

South
Whidbey

has highest
median housing
prices

Camano Island

Median Land Prices
(Land is platted lots at median prices. Source: Courtesy NWMLS via Redfin)

$471,126

$320,552

County Median

$299,396

$177.750 $154,046

North Whidbey Central Whidbey South Whidbey

Camano Island
COMMERCIAL RENTAL

$10-$18
sq ft/year
average range

per sq ft
average for new construction
for office and retail locations
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Taxes and GDP

Washington charges a grossincome tax of 1.8%on your revenue after your first $35,000 of
gross receipts. Washington calls this a businessand occupations tax, or better known in
the state asa B & O tax. This is tracked by your Washington state UBI number (Unified
Business Identifier number). There are basically no deductions. Washington State will
deduct the money you made and paid taxes for in another state, which makesit a very
attractive state in which to own a national company.

Average Island County Retail Sales TaxRate = 8.7%

Island County has one of the lowest tax bases in Washington state.

Property Tax Rate:

_ No State Personal Income Tax
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/assessors

Industrial Insurance Rates:

Unemployment Rates: www.Ini.wa.gov

https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo

Business& Occupation Tax:

Business Personal Property Tax: www. dor.wa. qov

www.dor.wa.gov

_ Top Three Industries
County economic (2019, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis)

production

$2.8B

$1.8B

Production change

Short-term Long-term
2018-2019 2001-2019

3.1% 23.1%

$931M

Per capita economic

output $206M
Government Real Estate & Rental Professional &
and Leasing Business Services

17


http://www.lni.wa.gov/
http://www.dor.wa.gov/
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/assessors/
https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo
http://www.dor.wa.gov/

Taxes and GDP

Island County GDP Growth

(U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis)
$3.53B

>$997,338,000

Growth
in GDP 20132020

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Island County Taxable Retall
(WA Dept of Revenue)

>$545,000,000

Growth
in taxable retail 2013 -2020

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
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Schoolsand Education

North Whidbey
Oak Harbor Public Schools
(360) 279-5000

Central Whidbey
Coupeville School District #204
(360) 678-2400

South Whidbey
South Whidbey School District #206
(360) 221-6100

Whidbey Island also boasts an impressive
Camano Island public school system,
Stanwood-Camano School District #401 with 95% graduation rates
(360) 629-1200 as well as a plethora of private schooling
options for families with child ren.

Private Schools

Oak Harbor _ _Langley
Oak Harbor Christian School PS5 Island Christian Academy Prek12
(360) 675-2831 (360) 221-0919

North Whidbey Christian High School
(360) 675-5352

Clinton
Montessori K-4 Whidbey Island Waldorf School PS8
(360) 969-0282 (360) 341-5686
Seventh Day Adventist 1-8 Wellington Day School k-8
(360) 675-4412 (360) 341-1252

19


http://www.ohsd.net/
http://www.coupeville.k12.wa.us/
http://www.sw.wednet.edu/
http://www.stanwood.wednet.edu/

Schools and Education

There is a broad range of options for adult and post -secondary education programs
in Island County, from technical training to post -graduate programs.

Embry Riddle
Aeronautical

University

Located at the Naval
Air Station, Embry
offers 2 & 4 -year
degree programs in
Aeronautics Science,
Aviation, Business
Administration
Management, and
Technical Operations.

Brandman

University

Located at the Naval
Air Station, Brandman
offers 4-year degree
programs in Business
Administration,
Computer Science &
Information Systems,
Social Sciences,
Psychology, and
Criminal Justice as well
as graduate degree
programs for Human
Resources and
Organizational
Leadership.

Fidalgo Island

Whidbey
Island

Skagit Valley College

Skagit Valley College
provides an Associate
Degree program
transferable to a 4 -year
institution and
occupational/workplace
training. Based in Mt.
Vernon, with a Whidbey
Island campus in Oak
Harbor.

Washington State

University

WSU offers continuing
education and a number of
degree and certificate
programs through their
Extended Degree
Programs. Courses are
delivered via internet,
video, video conferencing,
and correspondence.

20



Recreation Areas

Island County features exceptional recreatio n opportunities . Boating, fishing, biking, bird
watching, clamming, golfing and hiking are especially popular with residents and tourists
alike. The county enjoys abundant wildlife and has developed a county-wide system of
trails for hiking, biking, and equestrian use. Organized sports activities are offered by the
C 0 u n tegreaton districts and cover a wide gamut of team and individual sports.

ception PO Hopelsland
state Aatk BT Bay. tate Park
Ala Spit
Moran Beach
[ ]

Deception Pass State Park:
West Beac:zg z
Swantown Lake ok /g Mariner’s
Xk Cove ®

Hastie Lake @

Utslady @EnglishBoomn

Maple @Point
Sroie®

Comano
Ridge®  comano
park foson Preserve
L4 Fourg Barnum Point
Patmore Pit Springs
Crockettg °
Blockhouse g Henry Hollow
Fort Casep
St Park

@ altefG
South Whidbey Saratoga Hutchinsch Park
State Park ‘oods

Frn Fécians
park®,
Marguertte
@erons
Mutr, Bay @ Memorial
ouble L park 20
Bluff o porter®
e Park
Macki
P @

Island County has

8 State Parks
12 County Parks

44 City Parks

and many private parks,
marinas, golf courses, port
facilities, and campgrounds




