
July 2018 Our Mission:
To enhance the business environment 
and quality of life in our community.

Chamber Calendar
Wednesday Wake-up
Wednesday, July 11 - 8:00-9:00 a.m.
Villa Medici, 9550 Ash Street
Free and open to Chamber members only

Young Professionals Learning@Lunch
“Activate Yourself & Make a Difference” presented by 
Sean Casserly, Johnson County Library
Wednesday, July 11 - 12:00-1:30 p.m.
Johnson County Central Resource Library,  
9875 West 87th Street

OP After Hours networking
Thursday, July 12 - 4:30-6:30 p.m.
The Brass Onion, 5501 West 135th Street
Free and open to Chamber members only

Public Policy & Advocacy Committee
Discussing a local public policy platform
Friday, July 13 - 12:00-1:30 p.m.
Overland Park Chamber, 9001 West 110th Street

To register for these events, click here  
or call (913) 491-3600.

Business 
Perspective

®Vote in the primary election on August 7.

Your Vote Matters! 
Important Election Dates:

 July 17 Last day to register to vote in the primary
 July 18 Advance voting by mail begins
 July 23 Advance voting in person begins
 August 7 Primary Election

The Chamber Foundation’s 2018 Leadership Overland Park class (shown above) graduated last month 
after participating in ten in-depth sessions to learn more about the processes behind the scenes that 
keep our community running. To learn about the class project they completed, see 10.

Chamber President Tracey Osborne Oltjen last 
month had a guest editorial in The Kansas City 
Star in which she discussed the opportunities 
presented by the proposed merger of Sprint 
and T-Mobile.

To read Tracey’s editorial, see page 2.

Chamber president  
pens Star guest column

Learn About the Candidates
For candidate surveys and videos of candidate forums: 

www.VoteJoCo.com

http://bit.ly/1V4G116


The following guest column appeared in The Kansas City Star on June 7, 2018:

With roots dating back over 100 years, Sprint is a household name in the Kansas City 
area. Therefore, it wasn’t surprising the April 29 announcement of a merger agree-
ment between T-Mobile and Sprint created buzz and anticipation, as well as some 
uncertainty. This is expected with change, especially when it involves one of our 
cherished local brands. As both companies explored a potential merger, city and 
business leaders, employees and area residents have been closely following develop-
ments surrounding this transaction. Speculation now begins to take shape for us 
locally and nationwide as details of the merger develop. 
The merger builds upon Sprint’s footprint in the region and 
promises positive impacts for economic growth, job creation 
and telecommunication leadership. As our region’s sixth 
largest private sector employer, Sprint plays an integral role 
in supporting the community and its people. Beyond Sprint’s 
economic impact as an employer, one of their hallmarks is 
their civic leadership and philanthropy. There is capital 
investment in projects like the Sprint Center. Perhaps most 
importantly, you’ll find Sprint team members engaged 
throughout the region and the country, leading civic and 
philanthropic organizations to improve our quality of life.   
As they aspired for continued innovation and growth in the 
rapidly changing world of wireless communication and 
connectivity, we’ve recognized that change could come for 
Sprint. This merger provides opportunities, as the new 
combined company promises positive impacts focusing both on people and invest-
ment. While skepticism of promises is both healthy and expected, we’re pleased 
with the transparency provided in their merger announcement and subsequent 
communications regarding net job growth and investment. The news that Overland 
Park would serve as a second headquarters in the combined company is welcome. 
The promise that job growth will be net positive for the combined company over 
what exists today, with leadership positions on both campuses, is encouraging. This 
recognizes the incredible assets our region and Sprint bring to the table: Kansas 
City’s innovative, hard-working talent; our low cost of living; and the unique real 
estate asset of the Sprint Campus in Overland Park. This positions us well for Kansas 
City to remain at the center of wireless innovation for the combined company. 
Basic infrastructure used to mean roads, water and wastewater. Now it’s also 
connectivity of people and data. The new T-Mobile stands to produce benefits far 
beyond the Kansas City region with promises of expansive coverage, including 
underserved rural communities. With a mix of low-, mid-, and high-band spectrum, 
the new company will be uniquely positioned to develop and deploy a nationwide 
5G network. Estimates are 5G provides 20 times the speed of 4G, extending beyond 
our current devices to the Internet of Things. 
By comparison, 5G would download ten movies in the time that 4G would down-
load half of the first movie. And the Internet of Things? That’s nearly everything with 
an on/off switch that can connect to the Internet and exchange data, from our 
phones to our cars, refrigerators, coffee makers, lamps, garage doors, wearables, 
traffic signals and oil rigs. The 5G build-out means we’ll be able to leverage the full 
power of the next wave of connected devices, virtual reality, and artificial intelli-
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Business Perspective is published monthly by the Overland Park Chamber of Commerce.
9001 West 110th Street, Suite 150, Overland Park, KS 66210

Phone: (913) 491-3600  •  Fax: (913) 491-0393  •  opcc@opchamber.org  •  www.opchamber.org

Chamber Board and Staff
BOARD OFFICERS:
Brett Bogan, Chairman 
Spencer Fane LLP
Mike Hess, Chair-Elect 
HNTB Corporation
Stacie Gram, 1st Vice Chairman 
Swiss Re America Holding Corporation
Charles Laird, 2nd Vice Chairman 
Menorah Medical Center
Doug Lynn, Secretary 
Sprint
Chris Wally, Treasurer 
CBRE Kansas City
Michael Tracy, Past Chairman 
OMNI Human Resource Management

BOARD MEMBERS:
Marshaun Butler, Children’s Mercy Hospital Kansas
Faruk Capan, Intouch Solutions
Diana Chaloux-LaCerte, Hitch Fit Gym
Greg Crowley, Crowley Furniture
Jim Edwards, Nothing Bundt Cakes
Bill Ferguson, Central Bank of the Midwest
Dr. Michael Fulton, Shawnee Mission School District
Brenner Holland, Hunt Midwest
Craig Jeffries, Empower Retirement
Jodde Lanning, Payne & Jones, Chartered
Earl Major
Don Pearce, Pearce Construction Company
Karsten Randolph, Shawnee Mission Health
Bob Regnier, Bank of Blue Valley
Stephen Rhorer, SPX Cooling Technologies
Tony Rupp, Foulston Siefkin LLP
Mark Thomas, Copaken Brooks
Steve Troester, PGAV Architects, Inc.
Mark Williams, Garver

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS:
Bruce Boettcher, Sheraton Overland Park Hotel  

[Visit Overland Park board representative]
Dr. David Cook, The University of Kansas Edwards 

Campus
Bill Ebel, City of Overland Park
Mayor Carl Gerlach, City of Overland Park
Dana Markel, Visit Overland Park 
Bobby Olm-Shipman, St. Luke’s South Hospital  

[2018 Chairman of Overland Park Chamber Economic 
Development Council]

Tracey Osborne Oltjen, CCE, Overland Park Chamber
Greg Wolf, Dentons

CHAMBER STAFF:
Tracey Osborne Oltjen, CCE, President & CEO
Stacey Cowan, Membership Director
Frank Ebling, Controller
Celia Fritz-Watson, Director of Events & Member Services
Tim Holverson, IOM, Recruitment & Retention Director, 

Economic Development
Chris Jackson, EDC Policy & Communications Coordinator
Beth Johnson, CEcD, Senior Vice President of Economic 

Development
Stan Lawson, Communications Director
Erin Murray, Assistant to the President
Tom Robinett, Vice President of Public Policy & Advocacy
Amy Stock, Member Services Coordinator

A New T-Mobile is Promising for Region 

Tracey Osborne 
Oltjen, CCE, IOM
President & CEO
@traceylosborne

(continued on page 4)

mailto:opcc%40opchamber.org?subject=
http://www.opchamber.org
https://twitter.com/traceylosborne


Build your business network!

Wednesday, July 11 
8:00-9:00 a.m.

Imagine living in Villa Medici’s luxury apartments and 
townhomes surrounded by nature with waterways 

where ducks and swans gracefully glide right outside 
your back door and private patios and balconies overlook 

Mediterranean-inspired landscaping.

Wednesday Wake-up Series Sponsor:

An evening of food, drinks & conversation!

Thursday, July 12 
4:30-6:30 p.m.

The Brass Onion
5501 West 135th Street in Prairiefire

Join us for a fun evening of networking, delicious food and 
drinks! At The Brass Onion, the Brancato family brings an 
innovative and comfortable dining experience to Prairiefire. 
Join us to experience great food, drinks and wonderful 
conversation!

Free and open to Chamber members only.
To register, click here or call (913) 491-3600
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UPCOMING  EVENTS

OP

9550 Ash Street

Hosted by

Friday, August 24
Breakfast program: 7:30-9:00 a.m.

DoubleTree by Hilton Kansas City-Overland Park
10100 College Boulevard

featuring
Dr. Michael Rea, Founder & CEO

Rx Savings Solutions
Dr. Michael Rea founded Rx Savings Solutions 
after routinely witnessing consumers struggle to 
pay for medications. He noticed quickly at that 
time consumers were paying much more than 
they needed to, which was attributable to a lack of 
available information. He set out to arm consumers 
with this information and add efficiency and 
transparency back in to the world of pharmacy 
through a patented software. Dr. Rea has been involved with research 
surrounding pharmacy transparency for more than 13 years. He 
received his Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Creighton University.

Members: $30 per person or $330 for a reserved table of 10
Non-members: $40 per person or $440 for a reserved table of 10

To register, click here or call (913) 491-3600

Join us for these programs 
featuring executive insight  

on business leadership.
Proudly sponsored by:

Executive 
Leadership  

Series
I N S I G H T S  F R O M  T H E  T O P

Overland Park Chamber of Commerce

Wednesday, July 11
12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m.

Johnson County Central Resource Library
9875 West 87th Street

Activate Yourself &  
Make A Difference

Presented by
 Sean Casserly, Johnson County Library

The job of a leader is not to be great, but to be patient 
enough to find the greatest in others. This lunch program will 

be fun but challenging and will force attendees to flex and 
grow leadership skills. Attendees will gain tools to help them 
define clarity and purpose and learn to identify the difference 

between a group and a team.

$20 for Chamber members; $27 for non-members.

Registrations are due by noon on July 6
To register, click here or call (913) 491-3600

Free and open to  
Chamber members only.

To register, click here  
or call (913) 491-3600

http://www.villamediciapartments.com
http://www.thebrassonion.com
http://bit.ly/2JXhtZ7
http://www.thebrassonion.com
http://www.villamediciapartments.com
http://www.rxsavingssolutions.com
http://bit.ly/2lHyOr0
http://www.fnbk.com
http://www.jocolibrary.org
http://bit.ly/2HQxQS0
http://www.bakerU.edu
http://bit.ly/2JZdXgK


NEW MEMBERS / REINVESTED MEMBERS
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Welcome new members!
We are pleased to introduce these new Chamber members:

Digital Maelstrom
Kristopher Stice-Hall, CMO
1600 Genessee Street, Suite 528
Kansas City, MO 64102
(816) 200-0245
chamber@digitalmaelstrom.net
www.digitalmaelstrom.net
Technology, Business Consultants

Infinitas Coordinated 
Wealth Counsel

Elise Jones, Marketing Manager
10801 Mastin Boulevard, Suite 370
Overland Park, KS 66210
(913) 563-7300
elise@infinitaskc.com
www.infinitaskc.com
Financial Planning Consultants & 
Services, Financial Services

MTI EVENTS
Alexandria Habib, Sales and 

Program Operations
10400 West 103rd Street, Suite 10
Overland Park, KS 66214
(913) 438-2600
alee@mtievents.com
www.mtievents.com
Event Services, Travel

NEAT Method Kansas City
Celsie Sneden, Professional 

Organizer
(785) 213-5781
celsie@neatmethod.com
www.neatmethod.com
Organizing Services & Systems, 
Household & Business

ONEHOPE Wine with Kelly
Kelly Harrick, Senior Director
Overland Park, KS  66221
(913) 620-3284
winewithkelly2@gmail.com
www.viaonehope.com/

kellyharrick
Beverages, Wine-Direct/Retail
Referred by Jason Bahnson, 
Heartland Payment Systems

Universal Film Festival
Amy Baker, Executive Marketing
1626 Broadway Boulevard
Kansas City, MO 64108
(816) 474-9988
info@universalfilmfestival.com
www.universalfilmfestival.com
Entertainment

Beckner and Associates 
– 2018 EDC Investor
Josh Hill, Commercial Real 

Estate Broker
7520 West 160th Street
Overland Park, KS 66085
(913) 219-6167
josh@becknerassociates.com
www.becknerassociates.com
Real Estate-Commercial & Industrial, 
Real Estate-Management

Burroughs Endodontics
Dr. Jeffrey Burroughs, Board 

Certified Endodontist / Owner
5525 West 119th Street, Suite 215
Overland Park, KS 66209
(913) 258-5696
info@burroughsendo.com
www.BurroughsEndo.com
Dentists

Bury the Hatchet KC LLC
Behman Zakeri, Owner
7105 West 105th Street
Overland Park, KS 66212
(913) 218-0945
kc@burythehatchet.com
www.burythehatchet.com
Entertainment, Event Services

CellOnly Verizon
Tracey O’Neill, Account 

Executive
287 North K-7 Highway
Olathe, KS 66061
(913) 782-1700
tracey.oneill@cellonly.com
www.cell-only.com
Cellular Phone Supplies and Service, 
Internet Services

Chicago Title
– 2018 EDC Investor
James Hemenway, VP / 

Operations Mgr. - KS,MO,NE
11600 College Boulevard, Suite 200
Overland Park, KS 66210
(913) 444-7986
james.hemenway@ctt.com
www.ctickc.com
Title Companies

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP
Pat Hoppa, Manager
12721 Metcalf Avenue, Suite 201
Overland Park, KS 66213
(913) 491-6655
www.claconnect.com
Accountants, Financial Services

These businesses have invested in our community  
to keep it vibrant. We encourage you to use them first  

when purchasing goods and services.

40-50 Years
Spectrum Business

20-39 Years
ASE Group, Inc.
Ashok B. Bavishi, C.P.A.
DoubleTree by Hilton Kansas City-

Overland Park
First National Bank
Humana, Inc.
Johnson County Government
National Crop Insurance Services
Polsinelli
Santee Floral Designs, Inc.
Spencer Fane LLP

10-19 Years
BHC RHODES
Capital City Bank
CBIZ Inc.
Community Blood Center of 

Greater Kansas City
Corporate Woods
Costco Wholesale #369
Craig Sole Designs
The Culinary Center of Kansas 

City
Fairfield Inn and Suites
Great Western Bank
Overland Chauffeured Services
Overland Park Convention 

Center/Global Spectrum
Pittsburg State University-Kansas 

City Metro
Sherwin Williams Company
Tallgrass Creek-Erickson Living

5-9 Years
AlphaGraphics
Blue Valley Goodyear
Business Data Services LLC
Gordon Biersch Brewery 

Restaurant
Hinkle Law Firm LLC
Lifted Logic
Pizza Shoppe-151st Street
Rees Masilionis Turley Architecture
Fogelman Management Group
Sunny Day Pediatric Dentistry PA
Talk of the Town Grill & Bar-

Overland Park
UnitedLex Corporation

1-4 Years
68’s Inside Sports
All Copy Products
Autumn Leaves of Overland Park
Avila University
BluHawk Dental Group
Corbin Crossing Apartments
Fry’s Car Care
Fry’s Tire & Service
JAN-PRO Cleaning Systems
Lenny’s Subs - 135th Street
Lenny’s Subs - 87th Street
Pinstripes, Inc.
Regular Guy Computer Services
Rehabilitation Hospital of Overland 

Park
Showcase Publishing Inc.- KC Relo 

Magazine
Tommy’s Express Car Wash-

Overland Park
Which Wich? Superior Sandwiches

Member Renewals
We thank these companies for reinvesting in the Overland Park 

Chamber of Commerce in May 2018:

gence. This brings great 
opportunities for tele-medi-
cine, distance learning and 
first responders.
The new T-Mobile will build 
on Sprint’s regional commit-
ment and recently announced 
national retail and network 

improvements. It will bring 
targeted benefits for us in 
Kansas City, plus deliver 
connectivity and access 
nationwide. We are proud of 
the Sprint legacy, and look 
forward to the bright future 
that lies ahead with the new 
T-Mobile.

President’s Message cont. . . .

http://www.digitalmaelstrom.net
http://www.infinitaskc.com
http://www.mtievents.com
http://www.neatmethod.com
http://www.viaonehope.com/kellyharrick
http://www.viaonehope.com/kellyharrick
http://www.universalfilmfestival.com
http://www.becknerassociates.com
http://www.BurroughsEndo.com
http://www.burythehatchet.com
http://www.cell-only.com
http://www.ctickc.com
http://www.claconnect.com
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CHAMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS

August 20
Nicklaus Golf Club at Lionsgate
14225 Dearborn Street

2018 
GOLF  TOURNAMENT

Sponsored by

The Chamber’s annual golf tournament 
is a fun way to expand your business 

connections as an event sponsor.
Join These Sponsors Who’ve Already Committed . . .

Hole Sponsors:

Soft Drinks:Beverage Carts: Signage:

The Chamber is pleased to 
have Cooper Allison as our 
summer intern.

Cooper will be involved in a 
variety of Chamber and 
economic development 
projects including workforce 
related initiatives, marketing 
and helping develop a 
community internship 
program the Chamber 
envisions as a resource for 
businesses, educational 
institutions and local 
students. 

This fall, Cooper will begin 
her senior year at Kansas 
State University where she is 

majoring in advertising with a 
minor in hospitality 
management, specifically 
events. She is participating in 
her third year on the Kansas 
State Dance Team.

Chamber summer intern  
focuses on workforce projects

• Atmos Energy 
Corporation

• Axcet HR Solutions
• Baron Contracting 

Corporation
• CliftonLarsonAllen LLP
• Corner Bakery Café - 

Corbin Park
• Cosentino’s Market-

Blue Valley
• Equity Bank
• Fortune Financial 

Advisors, LLC

• iFLY Indoor Skydiving
• Insperity
• INTRUST Bank
• Kansas Regenerative 

Medicine Center
• Landmark National Bank
• Renewal by Andersen
• Scott Rice Office Works
• Summit Lawn and 

Landscape, Inc.
• Valbridge Property 

Advisors | Kansas City
• Zaxby’s

Numerous promotional opportunities available! 

Sponsor a specific tournament activity,  
or provide a door prize or 150 like items  

for golfer registration bags.
For more information, click here  

or contact Celia at cfritzwatson@opchamber.org  
or (913) 766-7603.

Chamber releases Voting Record

Chamber committee developing 
local public policy platform

The Overland Park Chamber 
of Commerce this month 
released its 2018 Kansas 
Legislative Session Final 
Report and Voting Record for 
Johnson County legislators’ 
performances on business-
centric issues and votes 
related to the Chamber’s 
legislative agenda.
Using feedback from Cham-
ber members, the Chamber’s 
Public Policy and Advocacy 
Committee and Board of 
Directors established its 

The Overland Park Chamber 
for many years has estab-
lished annual State and 
Federal Legislative Agendas.
Currently, the Chamber’s 
Advocacy & Public Policy 
Committee is developing a 
public policy platform to 
address local issues.

annual legislative agenda to 
focus on priority issues that 
enhance quality of life attri-
butes such as education, 
taxation, transportation, 
economic development and 
school finance that make 
Overland Park attractive to 
businesses and help it continue 
to be recognized as a leading 
community in the nation.
The Voting Record is avail-
able on the Public Policy page 
at www.opchamber.org - 
click here.

The committee is discussing 
details of the new platform 
document at its next meet-
ing, 12:00-1:30 p.m. on 
Friday, July 13 at the Cham-
ber, 9001 West 110th Street.
To attend, register at  
www.opchamber.org - click 
here.

http://www.shawneemission.org/locations/overland-park
http://www.hy-vee.com/stores/detail.aspx?s=128
http://go2.spectrumreach.com/l/211312/2018-05-04/6qzzw3 
http://www.fastsigns.com/20
http://bit.ly/2EDgnLe
mailto:cfritzwatson%40opchamber.org?subject=Golf%20Tournament%20sponsorships
http://bit.ly/2lFtMvi
http://cca.opchamber.org/EvtListing.aspx?dbid2=ksop&keyword=1049326&class=E
http://cca.opchamber.org/EvtListing.aspx?dbid2=ksop&keyword=1049326&class=E
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Some of our newest Chamber members were recognized at last month’s 
Wednesday Wake-up networking event. Receiving new members plaques 
were Stacy Rose, AdamsGabbert; Dr. Ryan Riggs, Blue Sky Fertility; 
Michael Bright, Bright Family Law Center, LLC; Dr. Jeffrey Burroughs, 
Burroughs Endodontics; Dan Kopshinsky, CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP; 
Kristopher Stice-Hall, Digital Maelstrom; Nick Nikkhah and Malik James, 
doob KC; Brenda Miller, Hair Club for Men; Melinda Jurczak, MTI 
Events; Steven Davis, NightMark Consulting; Kelly Harrick, ONEHOPE 
Wine with Kelly; Michael Gist, People Ready; Troy Boggan, Slim 
Chickens; Rob Canent, Unite Private Networks; Lukas Haselwood and 
Neal Harnden, zoom.

City Councilmember Chris Newlin, Chamber EDC Director of Recruitment 
& Retention Tim Holverson and Chamber Diplomats helped owners Nick 
& Chandni Patel celebrate a ribbon cutting for Tropical Smoothie Cafe, 
15933 Antioch Road in Bluhawk. Tropical Smoothie is a fast casual restaurant 
serving delicious wraps, sandwiches, flatbreads, and fresh smoothies.
For more information: (913) 777-4434 or www.tropicalsmoothiecafe.com.

Chamber President Tracey Osborne Oltjen joined other officials in 
celebrating a ribbon cutting for the greatly expanded The University of 
Kansas Hospital-Indian Creek Campus, 10720 Nall Avenue. Triple the 
size of the previous facility, the new state-of-the-art facility features 34 
private patient rooms, 24 clinic exam rooms, eight operating rooms and 
expanded imaging, breast imaging and interventional radiology services.  
For more information: (913) 588-1227 or www.kumed.com.

City Council President Jim Kite, Chamber Past Chairman Michael Tracy, 
OMNI Human Resource Management; and Chamber Diplomats helped 
Dr. Ron Hunninghake, Chief Medical Officer; Dr. Ourania Stephanopoulos-
Chichura; and their team celebrate a ribbon cutting for Riordan Clinic, 
6300 West 143rd Street, Suite #205. Founded in 1975, The Riordan Clinic 
helps patients restore, improve and maintain health by getting to the root 
cause rather than treating symptoms of illness. For more information:  
(913) 745-4757 or www.RiordanClinic.org.

GRADUATION 
LUNCHEON

Event Sponsor:

Dr. Joseph Sopcich, Johnson County 
Community College, (above) 
provided the keynote address;
Mayor Carl Gerlach (upper right) 
provided the charge to the 2018 class;  
Aaron Bishop, Atmos Energy, spoke 
on behalf of the 2018 class.

Chamber 
President Tracey 
Osborne Oltjen 
recognized 
the 2018 class 
members.

http://www.tropicalsmoothiecafe.com
http://www.kumed.com
http://www.RiordanClinic.org
http://www.emporia.edu/kc
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CHAMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Overland Park Chamber 
Foundation is now accepting 
nominations for the 2019 
Leadership Overland Park 
program, which will begin in 
January 2019.

Leadership Overland Park is a 
civic leadership program that 
educates participants about 
the critical issues facing 
Overland Park, Johnson 
County and the metropolitan 
region, and provides 
opportunities to engage in 
organizations that resolve 
these issues. The program 
focuses on information, 
education and discussion of 
local and regional assets, 
challenges and opportunities.

Leadership Overland Park 
class members participate in 
10 full-day sessions from 
January to June. Sessions focus 
on specific aspects of 
Overland Park such as city, 
county and state government, 
history, education, politics and 
current issues facing the city, 
county, metro area and state.

The deadline for nominations 
is noon on September 7, 2018. 
Completed applications from 
nominees will be due on 
October 12. The nomination 
form can be downloaded at  
www.opchamber.org - click 
here - or call (913) 491-3600.

Chamber Foundation accepting 
2019 LOP nominations

Class of 2019

Click below for details.

Click below for details.

http://www.moonshineonthefarm.com
http://www.okwu.edu/overlandpark
http://bit.ly/2NcH4f4
http://bit.ly/2NcH4f4
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hosted on June 13 by

hosted on June 20 by

Kristopher Stice-Hall, Digital Maelstrom; 
Rob Canent, Unite Private Networks; 
Matt Meiron, Lowe’s Home Improvement.

Bobby Carrico and Shannon Riordan, Jewish 
Community Center of Greater Kansas City; 
Teresa Reh, AdvoCare; Cami Travis-Groves,  
The Freelance Exchange of Kansas City.

Jamie McConnell, Avila University; Stacy Rose 
and Dan Templeman, AdamsGabbert.

Franci Massey, Spectrum Reach; Michael 
Bright, The Bright Family Law Center, LLC; 
Patrick Wertzberger, Farmers Insurance-The 
Wertzberger Agency.

Shannon Riordan, Jewish 
Community Center of 
Greater Kansas City; 

Robert Wolfe, Kelly 
LaBruzzo and Jackie 

Reynolds, McAuley & 
Crandall, PA. 

Lacey Glover, 68’s Inside Sports; Gary Bush and Max Kurlbaum, 
RubinBrown; Brad Dinwiddie, Colby Siebersma and Shelly Doerhoff, 
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP. 

Chris Mitchell, Christian Morick, Josh Levinson, Yuki Li and Brady 
Ridnour, KeyBank; Elijah Cushon, Sprint. 

http://www.saintlukeskc.org/South
http://www.talkofthetowngrill.com
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT / RECENT EVENTS 

Overland Park City Council President Jim Kite, Kansas City Mayor Sly James, 
Chamber President Tracey Osborne Oltjen and Chamber Diplomats helped 
owners Nick Nikkhah and Malik James celebrate the opening of doob KC, 
6511 West 119th Street. doob 3D produces lifelike, photo-realistic 3D 
duplicates of you, your loved ones and even your pets.  
For more information:  (913) 204-1234 or www.doob3d.com.

City Councilmember Faris Farassati, Chamber Vice President Beth Johnson 
and Chamber Diplomats helped Jason Moxness, Kansas City Market 
President, and his team celebrate a ribbon cutting for Core Bank, 7400 
College Boulevard, Suite 205. An SBA Preferred Lender, Core Bank 
provides the one-on-one attention small businesses need with all loan 
decisions made locally. For more information: (913) 490-7400 or  
www.corebank.com.

City Council President Jim Kite, Chamber Vice President Beth Johnson 
and Chamber Diplomats helped Al & Cece Corona celebrate the 15th 
anniversary of Signs By Tomorrow Overland Park, 10049 West 87th 
Street. For more information: (913) 541-1331 or www.signsbytomorrow.
com/overlandpark.

Partner Spotlight:

Menorah Medical Center and Overland Park 
Regional Medical Center are part of HCA Midwest 
Health Kansas City’s largest network and recognized 
leader in healthcare, consisting of hospitals, outpatient 
centers, clinics, physician practices and surgery centers. 
Every day the employees at these premier hospitals live 
out the mission of the organization, “Above all else, we 
are committed to the care and improvement of human 
life.”

Through community engagement, servant leadership and 
a commitment to the highest medical standards, 
Menorah Medical Center and Overland Park Regional 
Medical Center have helped make Overland Park one of 
the healthiest communities in the nation.

Both hospitals are part of the Sarah Cannon Cancer 
Institute, a leader in cancer care. Menorah’s Breast 
Center is designated as a Breast Center of Excellence by 
the American College of Radiology. It is the only hospital 
in Johnson County to offer both 3D mammography and 
3D ultrasound. The hospital is accredited by the 
National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers and 
is certified by the Mammography Quality Standards Act. 
Additionally, the hospital is home to the region’s only 
Genitourinary Cancer clinic, specializing in Genitourinary 
Oncology, Genitourinary Malignancies, Urinary Tract 
Malignancies, Male Genital Malignancies and many other 
urinary tract conditions.

Overland Park Regional Medical Center is home to 
Johnson County’s only Level II Trauma Center; the 
hospital is also an Accredited Stoke and Chest Pain 
Center. Overland Park Regional Medical Center is a 
premier area destination for Women and Children’s 
healthcare services; it includes the region’s only Maternal 
Fetal Health Center, to care for critically ill mothers and 
their baby under one roof. The hospital includes an 
antepartum unit, a labor and delivery unit, a Level III 
NICU and Johnson County’s only Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit. Overland Park Regional Medical Center has 
four emergency rooms, including a dedicated Pediatric 
emergency room and freestanding ERs in Olathe and 
Shawnee.

For more information, visit www.hcamidwest.com.

http://www.doob3d.com
http://www.corebank.com
http://www.signsbytomorrow.com/overlandpark
http://www.signsbytomorrow.com/overlandpark
http://www.hcamidwest.com
https://hcamidwest.com/


Thank You for Your Support!
Donors / Sponsors:

Auction / In-kind Donors:

LEADERSHIP OVERLAND PARK

10      Business Perspective 

by Britaney Wehrmeister
Overland Park Convention Center

Expectations were set high 
when the 2018 Leadership 
Overland Park (LOP) class 
determined its community 
project – host a fundraiser 
that exemplified the true 
character of the class, bring 
other leaders in the 
community together, and put 
the fun back in fundraiser. All 
this while raising $20,000 or 
more for a local nonprofit.

On June 12, expectations 
were surpassed with $28,000 
raised for the local HopeKids 
chapter at a Topgolf Overland 
Park fundraiser. HopeKids 
provides ongoing events, 
activities and a powerful, 
unique support community 
for families who have a child 
with cancer or other life-
threatening medical 
condition.

With the support of the 
Executive Director of 
HopeKids Kansas City, Kerrie 
Bryant, and 2018 LOP 
classmate Dani Chambers, 
Director of Sales at Topgolf, 
the class of 37 raised funds by 

stars of the show – 
HopeKids’ families. 
Fundraiser guests were 
greeted by kids from the local 
chapter – just a few of the 
200-plus families the local 
chapter has served since 
opening in March 2017. 
HopeKids delivered hand-
decorated golf balls to 
supporters, serving as a 
personal reminder of the 
struggles these kids and their 
families face every day and 

soliciting corporate bay 
sponsorships leading up to 
the event. Additional funds 
were raised through donated 
silent auction items and 
in-kind donations. The result? 
Corporate bays sold out (an 
entire level of Topgolf) and all 
auction items were 
purchased. Kendra Scott also 
supported this event by 
donating “mystery boxes” full 
of jewelry that guests could 
“purchase” via a donation to 
HopeKids; the boxes sold out 
in minutes and guests 
beamed with joy when 
opening their surprise box.

Items in the silent auction 
included autographed and 
game-worn Kansas City 
Royals gear; footballs signed 
by Kansas City Chiefs players; 
a jersey signed by KU head 
basketball coach Bill Self; and 
numerous other packages for 
experiences and services at 
some of Kansas City’s 
greatest area businesses and 
entertainment venues. 

The event also included 
appearances by former 
Chiefs players and the real 

the hope that is inspired 
through being a part of 
HopeKids.  

In addition to playing Topgolf, 
guests enjoyed delicious food 
thanks to the generosity of  
JE Dunn Construction. This 
event truly captured the spirit 
of hope and the impact 
HopeKids is having on the 
Kansas City community. 

For more information,  
visit www.HopeKids.org.

2018 Leadership class raises $28,000 for charity as class project
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Advanced Aesthetics Medical Spa
Agenda: USA
Bibbidi KC
Brian Baggott
Canyon Farms Golf Club
Carol Wei
Chick-fil-A 135th & 69 Hwy
Christian Okoye
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Dave & Buster’s Overland Park
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Kansas City Royals
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Lora Jennings
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Overland Park Convention Center
Overland Park Police Department
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Sporting Kansas City
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Two Dogs and a Cat Pet Club
Union Station
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Company, Inc.
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First National Bank
HMN Architects, Inc.
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Kansas City
INTRUST Bank
JE Dunn Construction Company
JMA Information Technology

Lathrop Gage LLP
Lytle Construction Inc.
Marine Corps League - Local 
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Martin, Pringle, Oliver, Wallace & 

Bauer, LLP
McCownGordon Construction
Menorah Medical Center
Mize Houser & Company
Olsson Associates
Overland Park Convention Center
Polsinelli
Saint Luke’s South Hospital
Shawnee Mission Health
Topgolf
Turner Construction
UnitedLex Corporation
University of Kansas Health System



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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– “American Community Survey,” U.S. Census Bureau

Industries by Employment Share - Johnson County
December 2017

– “Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages,” Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment
Apr. 2018 Apr. 2017

Overland Park 2.7% 3.0%

Johnson County 2.7% 2.9%

Kansas City Metro MSA 3.3% 3.6%

State of Kansas 3.4% 3.7%
(These percentages are not seasonally adjusted)

– Kansas Labor Information Center (KLIC)

Labor Force
Apr. 2018 Apr. 2017 % increase  

from 12 mo. ago

Overland Park 108,546 107,201 1.25%

Johnson County 333,656 329,198 1.35%

Kansas City Metro MSA 1,127,277 1,120,499 .60%

State of Kansas 1,474,627 1,472,812 .12%

– Kansas Labor Information Center (KLIC)

At last month’s Chamber Economic Development Council Investor’s 
Lunch, attendees participated in Big Idea Generation discussions as part 
of the ongoing Forward OP initiative. Groups like the EDC Investors have 
been discussing “big picture” ideas as the next step following Community 
Conversations that took place in April.
Forward OP is a process to develop a community vision and strategic plan 
that will outline a path of continued success for the next 20-25 years. For 
more information, visit www.forwardop.org.

The City of Overland Park’s 
proposed 2019 budget 
maintains the city’s mill levy 
as the lowest of any city in 
Johnson County or any 
first-class city in Kansas. The 
recommended budget 
includes additional personnel 
in the police and fire depart-
ments, public works, parks 
services and Deanna Rose 
Children’s Farmstead. A 
second public hearing is 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on 
August 6. 

Last month, participating 
schools signed an official 
agreement for the Degree in 
3 program, which allows 
students to earn college 
credits in high school and 
earn their bachelor’s degree 
within three years from 
graduation. Participants in the 
program include Blue Valley 
Schools, Olathe Public 
Schools, Shawnee Mission 
School District, Johnson 
County Community Col-
lege and The University of 
Kansas Edwards Campus.

Member News & Events

(continued on the next page)

We are pleased to welcome these new Investors in the 
Chamber Economic Development Council:

For a list of all Economic Development Council Investors,  
visit www.opchamber.org - click here.

New 2018 EDC Investors!

• Beckner and Associates
• Chicago Title
• Floor and Decor

• Johnson County 
Government

• Rothwell Construction
• Unite Private Networks

http://www.forwardop.org
http://opchamber.org//economicdevelopment/edc-investors/
http://www.becknerassociates.com
http://www.ctickc.com
http://www.flooranddecor.com
http://www.jocogov.org
http://www.jocogov.org
http://www.rothwell-construction.com
http://www.uniteprivatenetworks.com


Thank you to our 
2018 Sponsors!

Affinis Corp
American Century Investments

Corporate Woods
Edward Jones

First National Bank
JE Dunn Construction Company

Johnson County  
Community College

Kansas City Power & Light
Kansas Gas Service

Saint Luke’s Health System
The University of Kansas 

Edwards Campus

Leadership Circle Sponsors
AdamsGabbert 

Fortune Financial Advisors, LLC
OMNI Human Resource 

Management

To add your name to this list each month, 
contact Tracey Osborne Oltjen  

at (913) 491-3600 or  
tosborne@opchamber.org.

Corporate Partners

Corporate Sponsors

9001 West 110th Street, Suite 150
Overland Park, Kansas 66210
(913) 491-3600  •  www.opchamber.org

Olathe Public Schools will receive a 
multimillion dollar federal grant from 
the Literacy Network of Kansas to 
advance literacy from birth through 
grade 12.
Heartstrings Community Founda-
tion has moved to 11599 South Rid-
geview Road in Olathe. 
The Builders’ Association announced 
that contractor members of the Kansas 
City Chapter of the Associated General 
Contractors of America were honored 
with Building Excellence Awards for top 
projects. 
The Culinary Center of Kansas City 
in Downtown Overland Park has 
introduced a new interactive cooking 
experience, Bake Sale Battles, offered 
now until the 2018 No Kid Hungry Bake 
Sale in September. 
The Culinary Center of Kansas City 
(CCKC) introduced a free service at the 
Overland Park Farmers’ Market this 
season. Each Saturday, 9-11 a.m., the 
CCKC Vegetable Butcher will wash and 
cut shoppers’ farm-fresh goodies and 
share cooking and prep tips.

Swiss Re has promoted Stacie Gram to 
Head of Casualty Claims for North 
America.
Rebecca Galati is now the Kansas 
Community Business Manager with 
Kansas City Power & Light. You can 
reach her at rebecca.galati@kcpl.com or 
(816) 556-2979.
Cornerstones of Care has appointed 
Chad Harris, CAE, as Chief Develop-
ment Officer. 
OMNI Human Resource Manage-
ment announced these new staff 
additions: Scott McTague as Senior 
Consultant and Professional Develop-
ment Practice Leader; Hilary Harvey as 
Search Consultant; and Sarah Floodberg 
as Employee Services Consultant. 
Steve Iverson has joined Olsson Asso-
ciates as a federal and environmental 
leader in the Kansas City region after 
more than 30 years with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

To submit company news, click here.

To submit events, click here.

Member News & Events

http://www.affinis.us
http://www.americancentury.com
http://www.corporatewoods.com
http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.fnbk.com
http://www.jedunn.com
http://www.jccc.edu
http://www.jccc.edu
http://www.kcpl.com
http://www.kansasgasservice.com
http://www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org
http://www.edwardscampus.ku.edu
http://www.edwardscampus.ku.edu
mailto:tosborne%40opchamber.org?subject=Corporate%20Sponsorships
http://www.shawneemission.org
http://www.centralbank.net
http://www.empower-retirement.com
http://www.hcamidwest.com
http://www.sprint.com
http://www.bv.com
http://cca.opchamber.org/newslisting.aspx
http://cca.opchamber.org/webforms/EvtListingMainSearch.aspx?dbid2=ksop&class=C

