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hosted on August 9 by

hosted on August 3 by

Michael Tracy, OMNI Human Resource 
Management; Pat Grazier, Lenny’s Subs; Rob 
Hess, Foodsby.

Becky Lisner, Sherry Saylor, Sherie Small and Franci 
Massey, all with Spectrum Business; Crystal Howard, 
Spencer Fane LLP.

Debbie Shaffar and Lori McKenna, Adelman Travel; 
Mary Galloway, Kansas City Eye Clinic; Randy Harris, 
Chick-fil-A Overland Park; Anita  Tilton, Coffee 
News Door 2 Door.

Teresa Reh, AdvoCare; Jennifer Caswell and Jenna 
Stones, CORE Strategies Physical Therapy; 
Kelly Lieberman, Everyday Home Care; Danielle 
Debbrecht, CORE Strategies Physical Therapy.

Lance Collins, YRC Worldwide; served 
as Master of Ceremonies.

Michael Funaro, Kansas City 
Crusaders/Digital Ally Open; 
Bryan Meyer, Topline Business 
Management; Leo Buse, True 
North Hotel Group.

Paul Snider, RideKC; Brad 
Stratton, Overland Park 
Wealth Management; Tony 
Rupp, Foulston Siefkin LLP.

Mary Galloway, Kansas 
City Eye Clinic; Josh 
Smith, Johnson County 
Community College; Matt 
Nichols and Julie Cortes, 
Freelance Exchange of 
Kansas City.

Dan Riggs, 
HighPointe 
Financial 
Group; 
Eric Rome, 
Spencer Fane 
LLP; Jonathan 
Lohmann, 
First National 
Bank.

OP



CELEBRATING THE CHAMBER’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY

8      Business Perspective 

Chairmen in 1980s continued Chamber momentum

Media, Inc., publisher of 
chamber directories and 
lifestyle publications including 
the Kansas City Jewish Chroni-
cle. He also has been a 
columnist for the Kansas 
City Star. He co-chaired the 
bi-state initiative that saved 
Union Station.
1981 – Bud Brown was the 
owner of Bud Brown Chrys-
ler-Plym-
outh. During 
his chair-
manship, 
Bud empha-
sized greater 
cooperation 
with the city. 
He also led 
the Cham-
ber’s efforts to ensure ex-
panded commercial zoning 
along College Boulevard. He 
passed away March 21, 2013.
1982 – Kirby Deeter helped 
found Varnum Armstrong 
Deeter L.L.C. in January 
1969. During his time as 
chairman, the Chamber 
worked to defeat a proposal 
to raise zoning and develop-
ment fees in the city. Kirby 
also pushed to expand eco-

nomic 
education 
for students 
in the 
Shawnee 
Mission and 
Blue Valley 
school 
districts. In 
addition, he 

helped to significantly improve 

Chairmen in the 1980s contin-
ued to lead the Overland Park 
Chamber along the path their 
predecessors had thoughtfully 
laid out in the 1960s and 
1970s, ensuring that the 
organization’s priorities 
continued to focus on quality 
of life, economic development 
and public policy that led to  a 
vibrant business environment. 
This month we reflect on 
Chamber chairmen from the 
1980s.
1980 – Steve Rose was 
publisher of the Johnson 
County Sun, the local newspa-

per originally 
founded by 
his parents. 
Steve led the 
chamber in 
its push to 
retract the 
occupational 
tax. After a 
prolonged 

and contentious effort, the 
City agreed to rescind the 
measure. During his time on 
the Chamber board, he also 
was a strong advocate for 
promoting Mary Birch to 
Chamber president after the 
death of Dick Molamphy. 
After Steve sold Sun Publica-
tions, he established Metro-

relations with the Overland 
Park City Council and the 
Planning Commission. Today, 
Kirby continues to work as a 
principal and broker at 
Varnum Armstrong Deeter 
LLC.
1983 – Phil Kline was a 
founding partner of Shafer and 
Kline, Civil 
Engineers 
(now 
Shafer, 
Kline and 
Warren, 
which also is 
a charter 
member of 
the Cham-
ber) as well as a public 
servant. Although he was 
president in 1983, the presi-
dent-elect, Jim Pirner, initially 
served in his place while Phil 
served his first term as a 
member of the Kansas House 
of Representatives. His 
chairmanship saw the begin-
ning of Leadership Overland 
Park as well as a strengthened 
relationship with the Johnson 
County delegation. Following 
his term, Phil continued to 
serve in the state legislature 
until 2001. He passed away 
February 19, 2014.
1984 – Jim Pirner worked for 
TeleCable of 
Overland 
Park. During 
his time as 
Chairman, 
Mary Birch 
was pro-
moted to 
president of 
the Cham-
ber. Jim also began to raise 
awareness about school 
finance issues among those in 
the business community. 
Following his term, Jim 
remained involved in the (continued on the next page)

community for a number of 
years before retiring to 
Colorado with his wife.
1985 – Michael H. Fragale 
was with Sutherland Lumber 
Company. During his time as 

Chairman, 
the Shaw-
nee Mission 
School 
District saw 
a great deal 
of growth 
and change, 
in terms of 
number of 

students and expectations. 
Fragale encouraged the 
Chamber to strengthen its ties 
with both the community and 
neighboring chambers. 
Michael eventually retired, but 
continues to call Overland 
Park home.
1986 – Ron Nelson was 
owner of Overland Park 
Garden Center, which he 
started in 1964. A charter 
member of the Chamber, this 
business now is known as 
Family Tree Nursery. 
During his 
time in 
office, the 
City, the 
Chamber, 
and the 
Convention 
and Visitor’s 
Bureau 
began to 
explore the development of 
the convention center. Ron 
retired after more than 40 
years and passed the business 
on to his son Eric.
1987 – Jim Hix was founder 
and later president/owner of 
Bossler-Hix Personnel Ser-
vice, Inc. As Chairman, Jim 
made the decision, along with 
Mary Birch, to create the 

Steve Rose
1980

Michael Fragale
1985

Ron Nelson
1986

Kirby Deeter
1982

Phil Kline
1983

Jim Pirner
1984

Bud Brown
1981

Early EDC brochure.



Receiving new member plaques last month from Chamber President 
Tracey Osborne were Leonice & Edson Ludwig, Porto Do Sul 
Brazilian; AnnaMarie Womack, I Love Kickboxing; Jeff Kutcher, 
Nature’s Touch Cleaners; Rob Del Popolo, Peer Technical; Bryan 
Meyer, Topline Business Management; Sherryl Nens, Office 
Pride of Overland Park; Fred Cornwall, DeMarche Associates; 
Vernon Finkenbinder, Clearent; Danielle Debbrecht and Jennifer 
Caswell, CORE Strategies Physical Therapy; Jennifer Ryan, Arbor 
Development; and Jerred Mann, Anytime Fitness.
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Economic Development 
Council. Additionally, he 

worked to 
form a 
separate 
Overland 
Park Con-
vention and 
Visitors 
Bureau. Also 
during this 
time, the 

I-435 & Quivira interchange 
opened and work began on 
the Antioch interchange. Jim 
went on to serve as a mem-
ber of the Overland Park City 
Council for 12 years.
1988 – Sen. John Vratil was 
an attorney for Lathrop, 
Koontz & Norquist (now 
Lathrop & 
Gage). 
John’s term 
saw the 
relocation of 
the Cham-
ber office to 
Corporate 
Woods and 
the expan-
sion of the city’s allocation to 

the EDC. It was also during 
this time that discussions 
began over the University of 
Kansas Regents Center. After 
being appointed to the Kansas 
State Senate in 1998, John 
continued to serve until 2012 
and was Vice President of the 
Senate.
1989 – Bruce Robb was with 
Varnum Armstrong Deeter 
L.L.C. Bruce’s year as chair-
man coincided with a burst of 
expansion 
for Overland 
Park, 
including 
growth in 
the Blue 
Valley 
School 
District and 
the city’s 
efforts to 
develop 119th as well as 
135th Streets. The Chamber 
moved towards selling more 
services. Bruce remained 
active in the local real estate 
market, and will soon be retir-
ing after more than 40 years. 

Next month, we’ll recall Chamber 
Chairmen from the 1990s.

1980s Chairmen cont. . . .

John Vratil
1988

Jim Hix
1987

Bruce Robb
1989

Sponsor 
Spotlight:

Improving life in the communities we serve
More than 130 years ago, a small group of forward-
thinking friends believed electricity was more than a 
novelty. Every day, our employees honor our founders’ 
standards: innovation, entrepreneurism and community 
leadership.
As an investor-owned, regulated electric utility, we serve 
more than 800,000 customers in 47 northwest Missouri 
and eastern Kansas counties. With a service area of about 
18,000 square miles, it takes more than 3,000 miles of 
transmission lines, 24,000 miles of distribution lines and 
more than 400 substations to deliver power to our 
customers.
Our region also benefits from:
•	 Community Impact - KCP&L employees volunteer 

nearly 20,000 hours each year to support the 
neighborhoods in which we live and work. Employees 
also supplement our corporate community investments 
with more than $1 million of their own money. 

•	 Environmental Focus - In all our sustainable efforts, 
we strive to improve, protect and conserve beyond 
what the law asks of us. One way we can ensure 
reliable and affordable electricity is by offering energy 
efficiency solutions that reduce what’s needed to 
power our customers’ lives. We also invest in 
renewable initiatives to build a foundation for the 
future. We ensure our coal-fired plants are among the 
cleanest in the country. And we develop environmental 
conservation efforts to create fertile habitats for 
wildlife.

•	 Economic Support - Our Economic Development 
Team is ready to help your business grow and prosper. 
Our team offers a deep understanding of how the 
needs of your energy infrastructure drive economic 
development. Our knowledge of local business 
dynamics, energy costs and incentives will save time 
and conserve resources.

For more information: www.kcpl.com or (816) 471-5275

http://www.kcpl.com
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Overland Park Retail Sales
May 2017
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City Council President John Thompson, Chamber Chairman Michael Tracey 
and Chamber Diplomats helped owners Mike and Teresa Rosenthal and 
their team celebrate a ribbon cutting for HairMax Salon, 12675 Metcalf 
Avenue. HairMax Salon is a full-service salon with an emphasis on healthy 
hair and solutions for thinning hair. HairMax International is a leader in laser 
hair therapy and associated products to correct thinning hair. For more 
information: (913) 851-4644 or www.hairmaxkc.com.

City Council Member Rick Collins, Chamber President Tracey Osborne, 
Bassett CEO Rob Spilman and other business leaders helped Greg, Beth and 
Laura Crowley and Chad Rayborn, Manager, celebrate a ribbon cutting for 
Basset Home Furnishings, 6801 West 135th Street, Suite A41. For more 
information: (913) 839-0200 or www.bassett.com.

City Council President John Thompson, Chamber Chairman Michael Tracy 
and Chamber Senior Vice President Beth Johnson helped owners Mike & 
Lisa Clausen celebrate a ribbon cutting for Peer Technical Group, 8801 
Ballentine Street. Peer Technical is a veteran-owned nationwide staffing and 
search firm. For more information: (913) 703-4920 or www.peertechnical.
com.

Member News & Events
Companies interested in 
doing business with Johnson 
County are invited to an 
event where they will be able 
to meet with county depart-
ment representatives to 
discuss  business needs and to 
attend a session on how to do 
business with Johnson Coun-
ty, 9 a.m.-noon on Septem-
ber 18 at the Johnson County 
Administration Building, 111 
S. Cherry Street. Registration 
is not required for this event. 
For additional information: 
Robin Lynes at (913) 715-
0596 or robin.lynes@jocogov.
org.

Crowley Furniture has 
opened Basset Home 
Furnishings at 6801 West 
135th Street in Corbin Park.

Sherryl Nens has opened 
Office Pride of Overland 
Park, a local franchise of the 
national commercial cleaning 
company.

Bambou Salons & Spa 
announced plans to move into 
the former bank building at 
7341 West 80th Street in 

Downtown Overland Park. 
Owner Sean Barnard said 
“We are creating our flagship 
salon and spa in this wonder-
ful city that is reinventing 
itself as a vibrant community.”

Garver has again been 
recognized as a “Best Firm to 
Work For,” making another 
appearance on Zweig 
Group’s ranking of the 
nation’s best multi-discipline 
architecture, engineering, and 
environmental consulting 
firms to work for. 

Kansas State University 
Olathe’s adult and continuing 
education program has been 
renamed to the adult learning 
and leadership program.

The Terracon Foundation 
awarded $110,300 in grant 
and scholarships supporting 
dependents of employees. 

Olathe Public Schools is 
one of seven school districts 
selected to participate in the 
Kansans Can School Redesign 
project.

(continued on the back page)
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Unemployment
June 2017 June 2016

Overland Park 3.3% 3.7%

Johnson County 3.2% 3.6%

Kansas City Metro MSA 3.8% 4.5%

State of Kansas 3.7% 4.2%

(These percentages are not seasonally adjusted)
– Kansas Labor Information Center (KLIC)

Overland Park companies  
appear on 2017 Inc. 5000 list

Thank you, 2017 EDC Investors
We thank these companies for their investment in the Cham-
ber Economic Development Council since January 2017:

Another year, another strong 
showing for Overland Park-
based firms on the illustrious 
Inc. 5000 list of the fastest 
growing companies in the 
nation.
Of the 40 Kansas City area 
companies that made the list 
this year, 21 were in Johnson 
County. Of those companies, 
15 have headquarters in 
Overland Park.
Lifestyle Publications 
appeared for the third time 
on the list, coming in at 
#2036. The company pub-
lishes community-based 
magazines focused on family 
features, local business and 
community events. Lifestyle 
Publications boast a three-
year growth rate of 184% and 
generated $11.6 million in 
revenue in 2016.
DEG was ranked #3072 on 
the list, its seventh consecu-
tive appearance among the 
Inc. 5000. DEG offers digital 
marketing, integrated e-com-
merce, social media and 
collaboration strategies for 
companies of all sizes. In 
addition to $38.3 million in 
revenue last year, the com-
pany also has a three-year 
growth rate of 108%.
TITLE Boxing Club was 
ranked #4337 based on its 

•	2Point Construction Company 
LLC

•	Affinis Corp
•	Arbor Development, LLC - New!
•	Atmos Energy Corporation
•	Bank of Blue Valley
•	Bear Claw Construction 

Management, LLC - New!
•	Black & Veatch
•	Block Real Estate Services, LLC
•	Blue Valley School District
•	CBRE Group Inc.
•	Central Bank of the Midwest
•	Children’s Mercy Hospital Kansas
•	City of Overland Park
•	Crossland Construction 

Company - New!
•	Curtin Property Company
•	Dentons
•	DLR Group
•	DoubleTree by Hilton Kansas 

City-Overland Park
•	Douthit Frets Rouse Gentile & 

Rhodes
•	Downtown Overland Park 

Partnership, Inc.
•	Empower Retirement
•	Equity Bank - New!
•	First National Bank
•	Fogel-Anderson Construction
•	Fortune Financial Advisors, LLC
•	Foulston Siefkin LLP
•	GBA
•	Harmon Construction, Inc.
•	Hawthorne Plaza, LLC
•	HNTB Corporation
•	Hoefer Wysocki Architects L.L.C.
•	INTRUST Bank
•	JE Dunn Construction Company
•	Johnson County Community 

College
•	Kansas City Power & Light
•	Kansas Gas Service
•	Landmark National Bank

•	Lathrop & Gage LLP
•	Marriott Kansas City Overland 

Park
•	McCownGordon Construction
•	Menorah Medical Center
•	Merrill Companies
•	MW Builders, Inc.
•	Occidental Management, Inc.
•	Olsson Associates
•	Overland Park Regional 

Medical Center
•	Oxford Realty LLC - New!
•	PGAV Architects, Inc.
•	PNC Bank
•	Polsinelli
•	Price Commercial Realty
•	Rasmussen College
•	Rau Construction Company
•	Rees Masilionis Turley Archi-

tecture
•	Rosana Square/Mark One 

Electric
•	Saint Luke’s South Hospital
•	Scott Rice Office Works
•	Security Bank of Kansas City
•	Shawnee Mission Health
•	Shawnee Mission School 

District
•	Sheraton Overland Park Hotel
•	Sprint
•	Stinson Leonard Street
•	Stoltz Management Company
•	Sunflower Bank
•	Titan Built, LLC
•	Turner Construction
•	University of Kansas Edwards 

Campus
•	Varnum Armstrong Deeter, L.L.C.
•	Visit Overland Park
•	WaterOne
•	White | Goss, a Professional 

Corporation
•	Yaeger Architecture, Inc.
*EDC investors since January 2017

three-year growth rate of 
60%. They operate a growing 
fitness franchise of boxing and 
kickboxing classes through its 
150-plus locations, and over 
500 more are in development. 
In 2016, the company earned 
$65 million in revenue. This is 
TITLE Boxing Club’s fourth 
appearance on the list.
Other Overland Park compa-
nies on the 2017 Inc. 5000 list 
include:
#884 – Hinrichs+Pesavento
#1563 – United States 
Appraisals
#2165 – Go Local Interactive
#2167 – Propio Language 
Services
#2369 – eSolutions
#2533 – United Mortgage
#3034 – ProPharma Group
#3187 – Titan Protection and 
Consulting
#3468 – Avenue Link
#3844 – Platinum Realty
#4127 Mortgage Lenders of 
America
#4222 – Dimensional Innova-
tions
Together, the 15 Overland 
Park businesses on the list 
employ over 2100 people and 
generated more than $420 
million in revenue in 2016.

Building Permits in Overland Park
New 

Commercial
Institutional, 

Schools
Other 

Commercial
Totals

July 2017 1 1 106 108

Square Feet 450 170,389 NA 170,839

Value $37,931 $18,852,537 $8,913,138 $27,803,606

– City of Overland Park

For information about becoming an EDC investor: Beth Johnson at 
bjohson@opchamber.org or (913) 766-7612.

mailto:bjohson%40opchamber.org?subject=EDC%20Investors


Thank you to our 
2017 Sponsors!

Affinis Corp
Corporate Woods
First National Bank

JE Dunn Construction Company
Johnson County  

Community College
Kansas City Power & Light

Kansas Gas Service
Saint Luke’s Health System
The University of Kansas 

Edwards Campus

Leadership Circle Sponsors
Children’s Mercy Hospital Kansas
Fortune Financial Advisors, LLC

OMNI Human Resource 
Management

Overland Park Funeral Chapel / 
Johnson County Funeral Chapel and 

Memorial Gardens
Overland Park Wealth Management

To add your name to this list each month, 
contact Tracey Osborne  
at (913) 491-3600 or  

tosborne@opchamber.org.

Corporate Partners

Corporate Sponsors

9001 West 110th Street, Suite 150
Overland Park, Kansas 66210
(913) 491-3600  •  www.opchamber.org

The Breast Center at Sarah Cannon 
Cancer Institute at Overland Park 
Regional Medical Center and Meno-
rah Medical Center has been granted 
three-year/full accreditation designations 
by the National Accreditation Program 
for Breast Centers, a program adminis-
tered by the American College of 
Surgeons.

Catholic Charities of Northeast Kan-
sas has hired Heather Harper as Vice 
President of Events and Community 
Engagement.

Terri Thompson is the new Director of 
Community Engagement for the Mu-
seum at Prairiefire. You can reach her 
at (913) 333-3503.

Howard Turley is now executive direc-
tor of Morningside Place Alzheimer’s 
& Memory Support Residence.

Kansas State University Olathe hired 
two new employees: Laura Loyacono as 

director of community and education 
engagement; and Angela Buzard as 
manager of training and development.

MarksNelson LLC hired three new 
employees: Kristina Cassone, JD, LL.M, 
joins MarksNelson as State and Local 
Tax Associate in the Specialty Services 
Department; Eli Colmenero, JD, is a 
new staff associate in the Insurance area 
of the Specialty Services Department; 
and Zach Large, MAcc, accepted a 
position as a staff accountant in the Tax 
Department. 

Christopher Cummings, D.O., has 
joined St. Joseph’s Surgical Associates 
bringing robotic surgery expertise to St. 
Joseph Medical Center.

Chris Hoffman, Valbridge Property 
Advisors | Kansas City, received his 
Certified General Appraisal License 
from the Appraisal Institute.

To submit company news, click here.

Member News contd. . . .

http://www.affinis.us
http://www.fnbk.com
http://www.jedunn.com
http://www.jccc.edu
http://www.jccc.edu
http://www.kcpl.com
http://www.kansasgasservice.com
http://www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org
http://www.edwardscampus.ku.edu
http://www.edwardscampus.ku.edu
mailto:tosborne%40opchamber.org?subject=Corporate%20Sponsors
http://www.shawneemission.org
http://www.centralbank.net
http://www.empower-retirement.com
http://www.bv.com
http://www.hcamidwest.com
http://www.sprint.com
http://cca.opchamber.org/evtsubmission.aspx?dbid2=ksop

