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What makes GDK Construction different 

from other organizations?

The GDK group has always been a little unique because 

we started as developers and then transitioned into 

construction management. We believe this has given us 

the ability to be particularly aware of our client’s needs 

because we build for ourselves too. We believe that as 

long term owners, we are more aware of the need to 

consider building methods, systems, and materials for the 

long run as we do when we build for our own portfolio.

Because retail development has changed significantly 

over the last two decades, Geenen DeKock Properties has 

remained flexible and has changed as well.

We began primarily developing grocery anchored 

shopping centers. Later we began developing power 

centers throughout Michigan and Indiana. When that 

business changed significantly due to online shopping, we 

started developing more single tenant stores such as drug 

stores and restaurants. While we continue to develop in 

the retail sector on a smaller scale, we are now focused 

closer to home and on our local communities.

Much of the change to a more local focus occurred due to 

changes in the retail business but it also was affected by 

our decision in 1998 to move our offices to downtown 

Holland. That move created an opportunity for us to 

become more involved with our community. Although it 

seems unusual for a construction company to be located 

on 8th Street in Holland, we found it to be a tremendous 

benefit and it has allowed both companies to do their 

part in helping to improve, grow, and stabilize our 

downtown community.

What does the future have in store for 

GDK Construction?

Our future is bright. Many members of our team have 

been with us for 10, 20 or even 30 years or more and 

they continue to lead and mentor others. They are 

experienced professionals who take tremendous pride in 

their work and enjoy the challenges of problem solving 

that often is a big part of construction management. Our 

property management, leasing, and finance team 

handles a significant volume of transactions, tenant 
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L
ast month, Ottawa County voters hit the polls to  

  exercise their right to vote. While 220,000 people are 

registered to vote in Ottawa County, few understand the 

complexities of executing a successful election. We sat 

down with Ottawa County Clerk and Register of Deeds, 

Justin Roebuck, to better understand this detailed 

process.

What led you to become the Ottawa County 

Clerk?

I’ve always been interested in the political process. 

During my high school and college years, I had the 

opportunity to serve on a number of political campaigns. 

One of those opportunities was working with Former 

Secretary of State Terri Lynn Land. Working with 

Secretary Land taught me so much about the process of 

election administration and what good customer service 

looks like in government. I realized that while I enjoyed 

politics, I really loved the administrative side of helping 

people vote. That led me to the position of Elections 

Coordinator with the County Clerk’s Office in 2009. I was 

appointed to the position of Clerk in 2014 after the 

retirement of my boss and mentor, Dan Krueger. I’ve 

subsequently been elected in 2016 and 2020, and it’s 

been a privilege to serve in this role. 

What is the role of the Ottawa County 

Clerk? 

The County Clerk and Register of Deeds serves as the 

Clerk of the 20th Circuit Court. Our team is responsible 

for all the records of the Court. We record and preserve all 

land records within the county, as well as vital records 

such as marriage, birth, and death records. We are 

responsible for the issuance of Concealed Pistol Licenses 

(CPL), Business Licenses, and also take all notary public 

applications for residents within the County. I’m the Clerk 

to the County Board of Commissioners and the Chief 

Election Officer for the County overseeing the voting 

process in conjunction with our 23 City and Township 

Clerks across the County.

As you mentioned, one of the largest roles 
of the Ottawa County Clerk is to oversee 

local elections. How do you manage such a 
complex process?

I’m grateful to work with a team of incredible people 

every day! Michigan’s elections are very decentralized, 

and each City and Township Clerk has a significant portion 

of election responsibilities. The County Clerk’s main 

election responsibilities include oversight of campaign 
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Get to Know Ottawa County 
Clerk, Justin Roebuck
By Justin Roebuck | County Clerk and Register of Deeds, Ottawa County

https://www.linkedin.com/in/justinroebuck/
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finance information for all candidates within the County, 

programming and printing all ballots, maintenance of all 

election equipment and training and certification of nearly 

1,200 election workers in every two-year cycle. But our 

local clerks are truly the front line of our elections as they 

manage voter registration, issuing ballots, hiring, and 

scheduling election workers, and so much more. Together 

we make a strong team that offers a lot of mutual 

support, and our decentralized election system allows for 

many checks and balances that can give voters 

confidence knowing there are many eyes on each step. 

Elections can be extremely costly. Where 
does the funding come from for election 

administration in Ottawa County? How do 
you run a smooth election when funding 

resources are limited?

Our clerks are incredibly responsible leaders who 

continue to take on more responsibility in their daily 

work, often without significant increases in funding. 

Elections are funded at the local and county level, with 

intermittent funding coming from the state, and 

occasional grant funding from the federal government. 

For decades, our elections system in Michigan and really 

around the nation, has been chronically under-funded. 

Here in Ottawa County, I’ve been very fortunate to work 

with leadership that has invested in our election 

infrastructure both at the county and local level. But 

across the nation as our election administrators have 

dealt with the growth of communities, the use of more 

complex technology, and a significant increase in the 

scrutiny of the process, the 

funding has not caught up. 

I believe we need a 

sustained source of federal 

funding for our elections 

that still enshrines the 

model of state and locally 

run elections, but also 

funds important security 

measures and inter-state 

standards that would help 

all voters.

What has been your greatest achievement 

since becoming Ottawa County Clerk? 

The incredible relationships that we’ve built with our 

team and our customers. Our office has a simple but 

critical mission: To help our customers and encourage 

their trust in government. Trust must be earned, and I 

believe it’s earned through transparency, and a 

willingness to go the extra mile to solve problems and 

serve our customers well. I’m incredibly thankful to our 

entire staff in the Clerk and Register’s Office for the work 

they do every day to build trust in our community. 

Justin Roebuck has served as the Clerk and Register of Deeds for Ottawa County since 2014. Since that 
time, he has made customer service a priority, with a focus on utilizing technology to solve problems, 

improve access, and increase transparency for county residents. Justin is actively involved in advocating at 
the state and national level for policy and law changes that make our elections more secure, our court 

records more efficient, and our land records process more streamlined. He was chosen by his colleagues in 
2021 as the “Michigan County Clerk of the Year.”

https://www.linkedin.com/in/justinroebuck/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/justinroebuck/


https://business.westcoastchamber.org/event-calendar
https://business.westcoastchamber.org/event-calendar/Details/leading-edge-workshop-unlocking-the-ai-advantage-981874?sourceTypeId=Website
https://business.westcoastchamber.org/event-calendar/Details/social-hour-con-la-red-hispana-de-la-c-mara-de-la-costa-oeste-980934?sourceTypeId=Website
https://business.westcoastchamber.org/event-calendar/Details/breakfast-with-our-congressman-886469?sourceTypeId=Website
https://business.westcoastchamber.org/event-calendar/Details/social-hour-with-the-chamber-hyp-985975?sourceTypeId=Website
https://corewellhealth.org/
https://gogordeaux.com/
https://business.westcoastchamber.org/event-calendar/Details/leading-edge-workshop-conversational-spanish-series-session-1-929012?sourceTypeId=Website
https://business.westcoastchamber.org/event-calendar/Details/advocacy-in-action-980873?sourceTypeId=Website
https://www.bcbsm.com/index
https://business.westcoastchamber.org/event-calendar/Details/economic-forecast-978515?sourceTypeId=Website
https://www.huntington.com/
https://www.westcoastchamber.org/
https://business.westcoastchamber.org/event-calendar


 T H E  W E S T  C O A S T  WAY   |   1 7

Community members posed for a photo while networking at Social 
Hour with the Chamber this past October. 

West Coast Chamber Board Members gathered at Boatwerks 
Waterfront Restaurant for our 2023 Board Social. 

MediLodge at the Shore celebrated renovations to their facility located 
at 900 S Beacon Boulevard in Grand Haven with a ribbon cutting.

Engaged community leaders participated in a brainstorming session at 
our Forward Together: A Forum on Inclusivity program in October.

Quincy Place Senior Living celebrated the grand opening of their new 
facility located at 12300 Quincy Street on the Northside of Holland with 
a ribbon cutting. 

Small business owners collaborate during the launch of our Small 

Business Network.

Engaged community members enjoyed networking at the Critter Barn 
in Zeeland during our October Zeeland Networking Meeting.

Gateway Spoon Cafe and Grill celebrated the grand opening of their 
restaurant located at 631 E 24th Street in Holland with a ribbon cutting.

President & CEO of the Small Business Association of Michigan, Brian 
Calley, posed for a photo with Chamber President & CEO, Jodi Owczarski, 
following the conclusion of October our Advocacy in Action event.

Pigeon Creek Golf Course celebrated the grand opening of their new 

Event Center with a ribbon cutting. 
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It’s time to move on.

Local Commercial and Personal Banking  |  fnbmichigan.bank 

FNBM is the right choice.

Local Bankers. Local Decisions.
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