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April 11 Luncheon
Gary Warner, Director of Research in Computer Forensics at UAB
and Director of Threat Intelligence for DarkTower

Gary Warner is the Director of the UAB Computer Forensics Research Lab and the Di-
rector of Threat Intelligence for DarkTower. After spending twenty years in industry,
culminating as an IT Director at Energen Corporation, Warner came to UAB in 2007
where he was instrumental in creating UAB’s Digital Forensics academic program.
Warner has worked closely with law enforcement since 2000, serving for ten years as a
Task Force Officer on the Birmingham FBI Cybercrime Squad where he assisted on na-
tional and international investigations, primarily in the areas of malware and phishing.

Warner’s lab has been contracted for cyber intelligence services from Microsoft, Face-
book, Bank of America, Wells Fargo, eBay, and a variety of NGOs and Government Agencies, including
DARPA, the United Nations, Homeland Security Investigations, FDA, and recently to DHS Science & Tech-
nology to support the development of new tools for social media analytics related to terrorism and drug traf-
ficking networks. Over 400 students have worked in the UAB CFRL since its founding and hundreds more
have taken courses from Warner in the Computer Forensics and Cybercrime classes he teaches for the Crimi-
nal Justice Department.

(Continued on page 4)

Liberty Park Joint Venture

Liberty Park’s story started with nearly 4,000 acres of spectacular land
and a heartfelt mission to responsibly create a community so grand in
thought and design that it would naturally bring together the traditions of
yesterday, the lifestyle of today and the promises of tomorrow.

Designed as a Master-Planned Community, Liberty Park is home to Vestavia Hills
highly rated Liberty Park Elementary and Middle Schools. With more than 1,500 fami-
lies who have already chosen Liberty Park as their home, it’s a remarkable place where
children ride bikes to school and race to the playgrounds. Where families gather at the
pool, tennis courts and each other’s backyards. And where lakes, parks and walking
trails mean the great outdoors is very much part of your everyday world.

With the completion of the 50-acre town center site work, the vision of The Bray town
center will begin to take shape and fulfill the vision for Liberty Park. With its hospitali-
ty, restaurants, retail services, and diversity of housing choices all situated around the

Great Lawn, The Bray will create a true live, work and play environment in Liberty
Park.

LUNCHEON SPONSORS

(Continued on page 4)
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April is here, and so is the Spring Season! A favorite time of year for my
family, and I suspect for many of you as well.

New construction is ongoing across our community with exciting new
residential and commercial projects well underway in the Bray Develop-
ment-Liberty Park. Additionally, the South Highway 31 redevelopment
project has gained new energy as our City Officials recently wrapped up
a Charrette planning session for the former Days Inn property and south-
ern gateway into Vestavia Hills. I’m continually amazed at the diverse
projects our City is bringing to us through their successful economic de-
velopment efforts.

Donnie Dobbins

The City is healthy and the Chamber is actively partnering with local businesses and prospec-

tive businesses to assist in new growth opportunities. Vestavia Hills will continue to appeal to
families who are investing in their children’s education through our thriving school system, as
well as developers who are choosing to invest their business capital.

April is a month of celebrating our community with Dogwood events through the city and the
month. To name a few, there is the Dogwood Luncheon on April 4th, the Battle of the Bands-
Rocky Ridge Business District on April 8", Dogwood Days-Liberty Park on April 13", The
Dogwood Prayer Breakfast on April 18th, Wing Ding on April 22™, and Heights Hangout to
wrap up the month on April 30", These are not all! There are so many other events. Please go
to: https://vhal.org/community/dogwood-festival/ for a complete list.

These events are made possible by the leadership and planning provided by the City and the
Chamber and the continued generous contributions of our sponsors. Please consider volunteer-
ing for these events-you will make many new friends and develop new business relationships
through your time giving back to our community.

I hope each of you and your families have a blessed Easter celebration on April 9. Here’s to a
healthy and prosperous Spring!

Donnie Dobbins
First Horizon Bank,
Board Chair, 2023



https://vhal.org/community/dogwood-festival/
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Greetings Vestavia Hills Chamber Members and Happy Easter! I hope everyone is doing
well and maybe you even enjoyed a little time-off for spring break! What a joyful and
beautiful time of year — April showers bring May flowers!

March was exciting with events such as the Dogwood Fashion Show, Ribbon Cuttings,
Business After Hours, Lunch and Learn, Try it Tuesday’s, Coffee and Classrooms, an en-
gaging Business Development Committee Meeting, and our monthly Luncheon. We are
thrilled to have added nineteen new members to our Chamber within the last month-and-a
-half! YAY!

April is a busy month here at the Chamber and we want to let you know about several up- Michelle Hawkins
coming events. First, I want to encourage you to attend this Thursday, April 6™ at 9AM in the Magnolia room
at the VH Civic Center for the business roundtable with Dr. Freeman. Many have heard about 1Rebel 1Fu-
ture, but business owners, like yourself may have questions, and this is a great opportunity to participate.

We have two special Tuesdays coming up! Tuesday, Aprll 11,2023, at 11:30AM is our monthly Chamber
Luncheon and Tuesday April 18, 2023, at 7AM is our 32" Annual Dogwood Prayer Breakfast. Limited
tickets — get yours today!

Our Coffee and Classrooms this month is at Pizitz Middle School on April 20™ at I0AM. What a tremendous
opportunity for our Vestavia Hills Chamber members to participate in meeting our school’s principals, PTO,
teachers, student leaders and tour the classrooms. Sign up today!

Our Vestavia Hills Dogwood Festival is the longest running festival in the state and is in full swing! There is
something for everyone. Enjoy all that our wonderful City has to offer.

April Scan the QR code for more info on
. the Dogwood Festival!

4 Dogwood Luncheon, Vestavia Country Club, 11am

7 Easter Eggstravaganza, Wald Park, 11am

7 Mastering Happy Hour, Vestavia City Center, 2pm

8 Battle of the Bands, Rocky Ridge Business District, 5pm

13 Dogwood Days: Liberty Park, 4pm

15 VHHS RISE Day, VHHS, 4pm

17 Historical Society Presentation, Civic Center, 2pm

18 Dogwood Prayer Breakfast, Vestavia Country Club, 7am

20 Lunch Bunch & Historical Tour, Civic Center, 9:30am

21 Concert Series Kick-Off: Mountain Grass Unit, Wald Park, 7pm
22 Wing Ding, Vestavia Hills City Hall, 4pm

30 Heights Hangout, The Heights Village, 2pm

(Continued on page 7)
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April 11 Luncheon

Reservations must be made by 4:00 PM Thursday, April 6, 2023 and cost $25. Late reservations will cost
$30. Make your reservation by visiting www.vestaviahills.org or by calling 823-5011.

Please Note:

e Reservations that are made and not cancelled by 4:00 pm Thursday, April 6 must be paid for, as we must
pay for the number reserved.

o Please pay online or call the office with a credit card prior to the luncheon, or we can send you an invoice
afterwards.

 Please make every effort to make your reservation on time. The number of reservations we have
by the deadline is the number that we and the Vestavia Country Club prepare for.

Please remember the Vestavia Country Club policy of NO JEANS
in the ballroom where we hold our monthly luncheons.

(Continued from page 1)

Warner has 35 academic publications related to cybercrime investigations and forensics, including the Journal
of Digital Forensics Security and Law, the International Journal of Multimedia Data Engineering, and the In-
ternational Journal of Digital Crime and Forensics. Warner co-created the Birmingham Chapter of the FBI’s
InfraGard program, hosting its first meeting at Energen on September 6, 2001. Since that time, Warner has
served in a variety of positions within InfraGard, including President, Regional Director, and National Board
member, and networking with InfraGard members across the country.

Warner is a frequent conference speaker, having presented at more than 250 conferences on a variety of topics
including malware, cybercrime investigations, and terrorism. He has been a regular speaker at the Microsoft
Digital Crimes Conference, the FBI’s Digital PhishNet Conference, the FBI’s Slam Spam Conference, the
Team Cymru/Underground Economy Conference, and the NCI/JTF Virtual Currencies Conference. He has
provided training for more than a thousand Police Officers and Agents from more than sixty countries in ven-
ues including INTERPOL Headquarters, INTERPOL’s Global Innovation Center, the Council of Europe, and
the National Police Academy in Santiago, Chile.

In the area of Financial Services, Warner has been a frequent trainer at the FDIC’s Cyber Fraud Working
Group, and has spoken multiple times at the FS-ISAC annual summit, the American Bankers Association Risk
Conference, the American Bankers Association Fraud Manager’s Annual meeting, the Canadian Bankers As-
sociation CSIRT Conference, the UK’s Cyber Defense Alliance, and the RSA Computer Security Conference.
He has also been an invited speaker for the American Express annual security summit, the Discover Network
Fraud and Risk Summit, and the Chase Payment Tech Security Summit. Bank InfoSecurity magazine named
Warner one of the “Top Ten Influencers” in Information Security.

Ranked among Birmingham’s best places to live, one visit and you’ll see why our residents
say Liberty Park is a sanctuary that’s still small enough to know your neighbors yet big
enough to fulfill your family’s brightest future. We hope you will come visit us at Liberty
Park soon!




WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Please support our newest Chamber members and remember to ‘Shop Vestavia Hills First’!!

*

Player’'s Choice Tennis
Joy Barron
1074 Montgomery Highway
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216
(205) 985-4989
www.playerschoicetennis.com
Category: Sporting Goods; Retail

Cayo Coco Rum Bar & Restaurant
Andrew Collins
2015 1st Avenue North
Birmingham, AL 35203
(205) 290-5115
www.cayococorumbar.com
Category: Restaurants

Cayo Coco Rum Bar & Restaurant
Josh Schiff
2015 1st Avenue North
Birmingham, AL 35203
(205) 290-5115
www.cayococorumbar.com
Category: Restaurants

The White Room
Cathy Kelley
2415 Canterbury Road
Mountain Brook, AL 35223
(205) 970-6767
www.thewhiteroombirmingham.com
Category: Clothing; Retail

Sunshine Creamery
Casey & Jarrard Ray
3390 Morgan Drive
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216
(205) 601-0230
Category: Ice Cream; Restaurants

The Clothes Tree by Deborah
Deborah Wiggins
2880 Old Rocky Ridge Road
Birmingham, AL 35243
(205) 822-1902
www.theclothestreebydeborah.com
Category: Clothing; Retail

+ Southern Intrigue Photography

Blair Ramsey

Vestavia Hills, AL 35243

(205) 329-1846
www.southernintriguephotography.com
Category: Photographers

Mia Moda

Tammy Flowers

1425 Montgomery Highway, Suite 105
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216

(205) 824-9441
www.miamodaboutique.com
Category: Clothing; Retail

Harrison Limited

Scott Pyburn

2801 Cahaba Road
Mountain Brook, AL 35223
(205) 870-3882
www.harrisonlimited.com
Category: Clothing; Retail

IREBEL IFUTURE

Small Business Roundatable with
Dr. Todd Freeman

Thursday, April 6, 2023
9:00 am
Vestavia Hills Civic Center
1090 Montgomery Highway

Businesses are invited to hear
information and ask questions
about the proposed tax increase.
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Luncheon Business Spotlights

As a benefit of Chamber membership, you are welcome to choose two luncheons to
have a booth to showcase your business. The Vestavia Country Club will provide cov-
ered 6 foot tables*-you just bring whatever information and items you would like to
display! If you would like reserve your spots for 2023, please email
katiew@vestaviahills.org

2023 Dates:
*Depending on number of participants each month, you may be sharing a table with another business.

April 11
May 9
June 13
August 8
September 12
October 10
November 14
December 12

Ribbon Cutting for

\V/
Sunahine

&ewm/zy

April 21st, 2023 2:00 PM

3390 Morgan Drive
Vestavia hills Al 35216

The 2023 Dogwood Festival is taking
place throughout March and April and
features a variety of activities celebrating
all of the incredible things Vestavia Hills
has to offer! Events are still being added
so visit https://bit.ly/Dogwood_Fest often
and follow on social media for the most
up-to-date information about everything
happening city-wide. There is some-
thing for everyone at the 2023 Dog-
wood Festival!
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Member Notes

e Donatos Pizza is open for delivery and carryout while their dining room under goes renovations. Order at
donatos.com or call (205) 824-1112.

o It’s time to reserve your spot at the table for Vestavia Hills Methodist Church’s wide meal packing
event, Rise Against Hunger, on Sunday, April 16 and Monday, April 17. For this year’s event we plan to
pack a quarter of a million meals. We cannot do that without your help, so go ahead and sign up today! We
look forward to a wonderful event with our church family and community friends this year! Register at
https://loom.ly/GY 5ullc

o Town Village Vestavia Hills invites you to Rolls & Referrals Networking Event the 3rd Wednesday of
Each Month! Pop in anytime from 8 am-9:30 am. Local businesses can build relationships and create
awareness for themselves or their company. Casual networking while enjoying warm cinnamon rolls and
coffee. Also, door prize drawings. Free to attend and no RSVP is needed. 2385 Dolly Ridge Road

e VIVA MEDICARE is a 5-Star rated Medicare Advantage plan, which means Alabamians can enroll in
VIVA MEDICARE any time of the year for their 2023 coverage. Call us today at 1-888-830-8482 (TTY:
711) or visit www.VivaHealth.com/Medicare to enroll in the highest rated plan in Alabama.

e Birmingham Physical Therapy in Cahaba Heights has a couple of small group fitness classes led by PTs!
The first is Fit for Life, which is held from 12-1pm Monday-Thursday and focuses on improving the
strength, balance, and endurance of its participants. The second is Fit for Life: Mobility, which will be held
at 7am on Tuesdays and Thursdays and will focus on improving the mobility and flexibility of its partici-
pants. If you are interested in learning more, please email melaniecosio.dpt@gmail.com."”

o Read the latest issue of Birmingham Christian Family that features Chamber members Children's of Ala-
bama and more online at https://birminghamchristian.com/issues/.

If you have any news or events you would like to put in the News & Views, email it to chamber@vestaviahills.org.

(Continued from page 3)

I want to thank each Vestavia Hills Chamber Member! We appreciate all that you do and thankful for your
participation and membership. We are always here to help and to promote your business we are committed to
you!

With Warm Wishes,

Michelle Hawkins,
President
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To be entered in the 2023 Second Quarter Re-
fer and Win prize drawing, simply refer some-
one to the chamber who joins as a new mem-
ber. Contact the Chamber at (205) 823-5011
or email annilynw(@vestaviahills.org. We will
be happy to provide complete membership in-
formation to your prospects and will diligently
try to "close the deal" so you can be included
in the 2023 Second Quarter drawing for a
$250 gift certificate from Leaf & Petal!

I;sifél’eta!

ARDEN | GIVIN
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Ad Sales are now open for the 2023-2024 edi-
tion of the Vestavia Hills Living magazine!

Ensure consumers know that you're a Chamber
member by advertising in the Chamber/City's Of-
ficial Magazine -Vestavia Hills Living! Produced
only once a year, V.H. Living's editorials spotlight
what makes our City unique and in-

clude the membership directory, transforming it
from a mere lifestyle magazine to a valuable re-
source for trusted goods and service providers.

Not only is it mailed to EVERY single-family
household in Vestavia Hills, but it is also digitally
published for access 24/7/365. Overruns are dis-
tributed to welcome new families and businesses

to our City throughout the year.

Contact Lisa Christopher,
Ichris10@bellsouth.net; call or text
205.862.3445 or call the office at 205-823-
5011 with questions.

This year's Dogwood Prayer
Breakfast is scheduled for Tues-
/eI day, April 18. The buffet opens at
/=7 7:00 am and the program begins
721 at 7:30 am. We're excited to
have Lindy Cleveland, Execu-
tive Director of Unless U as
our keynote speaker. Unless U is a non-profit
organization committed to serving adults with de-
velopmental disabilities and their families through
continuing education, job training, and life & so-
cial skills.

Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased at
business.vestaviahills.org/events.

Two sponsorship levels are available.

Publicity Sponsorship ($250): business name
listed in program, posters and print media. Does
not include tickets.

Table Sponsorship ($500): business name
listed in program, posters and print media, and a
reserved table for ten.

CeFFEE &
CL 3SR& MS

The Vestavia Hills Chamber of Commerce
with the Vestavia Hills City Schools and Vesta-
via Hills PTO Council invite you to Coffee &
Classrooms!

Each month, a different Vestavia Hills School
will host a coffee and networking event for 15-
20 Chamber Members to meet with school of-
ficials and learn about the school’s needs and
opportunities for them to get involved at the
school and with the PTO.

Our next Coffee & Classrooms will be on
Thursday, April 20 hosted by Pizitz Middle
School at 10:00 am. RSVP is REQUIRED!
Call (205) 823-5011 to register.



mailto:annilynw@vestaviahills.org
mailto:lchris10@bellsouth.net
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E 0D DOGWOOD PRAYER BREAKFAST _
i April 18, 2023 CHANBER o O R

Our 32nd Annual Dogwood Prayer Breakfast will be held on Tuesday, April 18, 2023 at the Vestavia Country
Club. The buffet opens at 7:00 am and the program will begin at 7:30 am. We're excited to have Lindy Cleve-
land, Executive Director of Unless U, as our keynote speaker. To order tickets or to become a sponsor, please
complete and return this form and your check or credit card information to: Vestavia Hills Chamber of Com-
merce, 1090 Montgomery Highway, Vestavia Hills, AL 35216. Office (205) 823.5011

Contact information:
Name:

Organization:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: Email:

IMPORTANT: If sponsoring, please print name(s) as you would like it to appear in the print media.

PLEASE CHECK:

[] $500 Table Sponsorship S
Business name listed in all publicity and Chamber Newsletter, plus reserved table with 10 tickets

[] $250 Publicity Sponsorship (publicity only — does not include tickets) S
Business name listed in all publicity and Chamber Newsletter

[] Individual Tickets: Number of Tickets @ $25.00 each with a Total Cost of S
TOTAL COST OF SPONSORSHIP AND/OR TICKETS $

Indicate Payment Method:
Cash Check Invoice
Credit Card (MasterCard, Visa, Discover or American Express)

Credit Card Number:

Expiration Date Security Code:

FORM AND PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED ON OR BEFORE March 31, 2023,
FOR SPONSORSHIP NAME TO BE INCLUDED IN PRINT MEDIA.
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Trustee Spotlight <

Scott Jenkins-Southern States Bank

The most important thing to us at Southern States Bank is our relation- ( SOUTHERN
ships with our customers. We are a true community bank that under- STATES
stands the value of providing our customers the very best in banking BANK
products and services. Our seasoned banking professionals are com- /e Common Sense Bank®
'mitted to our mission of giving our customers the personal attention and service they would
| expect from their bank.

With an extensive focus on customer service and staying adept with the latest and greatest
banking products and services, Southern States Bank has an account or service that meets

just about every personal and business banking need. We work with our customers to create a banking plan

that compliments their lifestyle or helps their business grow.

Community involvement is another focus for Southern States Bank and we pride ourselves on being able to
provide resources to help grow the communities we serve. Being involved in our communities is important to
us because our banking professionals live, work and play in the communities we serve. We get involved in
local sponsorships, community activities, non-profit volunteer work and we will be cheering alongside you at
local sporting events. Our goal is to create a sense of partnership with the communities we serve and being a
part of the Vestavia Chamber of Commerce helps make it happen.

Founded in 2007, Southern States Bank has grown with eight full-service banking branches in Alabama, five
full-service banking branches in Georgia, in addition to an LPO in Atlanta. Southern States Bank is a wholly
owned subsidiary of Southern States Bancshares, Inc. For more information, visit us at
www.southernstatesbank.net. MEMBER FDIC, Equal Housing Lender, NMLS# 410611

Lacey Alford-Ray & Poynor Properties

Ray & Poynor is a trusted real estate firm serving the Birming- R

ham metro area since 2010. With an average of 17 years in the

industry, our residential real estate experts guide our clients Ray& POYHOI‘
through buying, selling, and relocation. As a locally owned and

operated company, we know the market and invest in our clients and community.
Ray & Poynor holds the highest average list and sales price of any company in the
top ten Greater Alabama MLS companies. Our goal isn’t to achieve a certain num-
ber of homes listed or sold—it’s to serve our clients as a resource beyond a single
transaction. Our success is measured by the relationships we build. None of this would be possible
without the hard work of our 63 realtors—their commitment to our clients and attention to detail.
Whether you’re looking for a first or forever home, we look forward to helping you on your real estate
journey. If you have any real estate needs, please get in touch with Lacey Alford at (205) 937-5223 or
lalford@raypoynor.com.



http://www.southernstatesbank.net
mailto:lalford@raypoynor.com
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2029 Trustees

Kimberly Jackson-Alabama Power Company
Chris Thomas-America’s First Federal Credit Union
Jefferson County Commissioner Steve Ammons
Angela Stevens-ARC Realty
Tommy Cannon-Ascension St. Vincent’s Health System
Ashley Wilbanks-Avadian Credit Union
Sandra Cleveland*-BCR Wealth
Ben Nevins-B.L. Harbert International
Ginger Aarons-Birmingham Business Journal
Frank Buck-Frank S. Buck, P.C.

Angie McEwen*-Butler Snow LLP
Patrick Cushman-Cadence Bank
Chad Gay-Cahaba Benefits Group
Dr. Darcy Schofill-Cahaba Mountain Brook Animal Clinic
Gerry Travis-Cameron Travis & Company, CPAs
Representative Jim Carns
Brian Barksdale-Carr, Riggs & Ingram, CPA
David Surber-Cellular Sales Authorized Agent of Verizon Wireless
Doug Dean*-Children’s of Alabama
Calvin Brown-Dog U
Jonathan Handey-Eco Three
Donnie Dobbins-First Horizon Bank
Dan Bundy-First US Bank
Ashley Mathews-Grandview Health Center
Charlie Norton-Harbert Realty Services
Steve Mote-Hollywood Pools/Alabama Gaslight & Grill
Mike Jackson*-Jackson Howard & Whatley, CPAs
Stan Glantz-KPR-Vestavia City Center
Jamie Pursell-Leaf & Petal
John Bonanno-Liberty Park Joint Venture
Mark Macoy-Mark W. Macoy, LLC
Chip McCallum-McCallum Hoaglund & McCallum, LLP

Jim Black-McDonald’s
Eric Smith-Medicare Advisors of Alabama
Roger Steur*-Method Mortgage
Robin Morgan*-Morgan Properties
Todd Jackson-Newk’s Eatery
Kerry Adkins-OnTime Service
Maury Wald-Over the Mountain Journal
Lisa Bearden-Overture Tributary
Sean Johnson-Progress Bank
Lacey Alford-Ray & Poynor Properties
Scott Perry*-RealtySouth
Margaret Schuneman-Regions Bank
Senator Dan Roberts
Lauren Trim-Sentry Heating, Air Conditioning,
Plumbing & Generators
Tommy DeRamus-Shades Mountain Baptist Church
Maury Molyneaux-Shoe Station
Scott Jenkins-Southern States Bank
Steve Smith-SouthPoint Bank
Rob Dowda-SpeedPro Direct
Jonathan Schniper®-Spire
Tyler Kime-Standard Heating, Cooling & Plumbing
John Henley*-John Henley State Farm Insurance
Taylor Burton-Taylor Burton Company
Steve Vickery-Truist
Dr. Bill Brunson-Vestavia Hills Methodist Church
Dan Starnes-Vestavia Voice
Senator Jabo Waggoner
Beth Moody-The Welch Group
Stephen Allen-Williams Blackstock Architects
Mark Yanosky, D.M.D.-Yanosky Orthodontics

*Chamber Past Chair

2023 Chamber Champions

*
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| Vestavia Hills Chamber of Commerce
' 1975 Merryvale Road

Vestavia Hills, AL 35216

April 11
April 20

April 6
April 18
April 20

April 21

April 10
April 13
April 20
April 24

Upcoming Chamber Meetings

Monthly Luncheon, 11:30 am, Vestavia Country Club
Board of Directors, 7:45 am, Chamber Office

Events
Business Roundtable with Dr. Freeman, 9 am, Civic Cent.

Dogwood Prayer Breakfast, 7 am, Vestavia Country Club
Coffee & Classrooms, 9 am, Liberty Park Elementary &
Middle Schools

Ribbon Cutting: Sunshine Creamery, 2 pm

Other Meetings & Holidays
City Council Meeting, Council Chambers 6 pm
Planning & Zoning Commission, 6 pm
Board of Zoning Adjustment, 6 pm
City Council Meeting, Council Chambers 6 pm




