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FINALISTS

PALM BEACH COUNTY SHERIFF TO BE HONORED 
AT ANNUAL BUSINESS AWARDS BREAKFAST

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Annual Business 
Awards Breakfast
When: Thursday, May 27, 
8-9:15 a.m.
Where: Palm Beach County 
Convention Center
Cost: Members, $55; 
nonmembers, $75
Space limited to the first 500 
registrants.

Annual GOLF 
Tournament
When: Friday, June 11,  
8 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Where: Breakers West  
Golf Club, Rees Jones Course
Cost: This event is sold out.
Sponsorships: Available – 
please contact msacher@
palmbeaches.org to 
customize a sponsorship 
package.

Women in Business 
Committee 
Presents “Inclusive 
Leadership in the 
Workplace”
When: Thursday, May 13,  
9-10 a.m.
Where: Virtual meeting, live 
via Zoom
Cost: Free
Guest Speaker: Caroline 
Villanueva, South Florida 
external affairs manager, 
Florida Crystals

Coffee with the CEO
When: Friday, May 14,  
9-10 a.m.
Where: Chamber boardroom
Cost: Free. Members only.

Virtual Speed 
Networking
When: Tuesday, May 18,  
noon to 1 p.m.
Where: Live networking 
event via Zoom; camera 
required
Cost: Members, $5; 
nonmembers, $15

Tourism Task Force 
(Invitation Only)
When: Wednesday, May 19, 
10-11 a.m.
Where: Live webinar via 
Zoom
Cost: Free to members and 
nonmembers; invitation only
Contact: Kirby Davis @ 
Kdavis@palmbeaches.org for 
more information
Guest Speaker: Lou Hughes, 
CEO, Moving Minds

Business Builder
When: Friday, May 21,  
9-10 a.m.
Where: Chamber boardroom
Cost: Free
Sponsor: The Palm Beach 
Business Center

Seminar: The ADA 
and the Interactive 
Process During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic
When: Wednesday, May 26, 
9-10 a.m.
Where: Virtual meeting, live 
via Zoom with Q&A from 
audience
Cost: Members, free; 
nonmembers, $15
Presented by: FordHarrison 
Law Firm
Guest Speaker: David 
Gobeo (Partner), Ariadna 
Hernandez, Matt Luttinger

The City of West Palm Beach 
Commission conducted a tribute 
presentation for Dennis Grady on 
Monday, April 19, honoring him 
with the “Key to the City of West 
Palm Beach” for his outstanding 
contributions as president 
and CEO of the Chamber of 

Commerce of the Palm Beaches. 
Grady retired after 35 years of 
steady and thoughtful service.

The 2021 legislative session addressed 
several major issues facing the business 
community. SB 72 extended COVID-19 
protections for businesses, schools, nonprofits, 
religious institutions and health care providers 
that make a “good faith effort” to follow 
government health guidelines. Under the bill, a 
plaintiff filing a lawsuit must prove with “clear 
and convincing evidence” that a defendant 
acted with “gross negligence.” The new law 
also requires plaintiffs to obtain affidavits 
from physicians attesting defendants’ acts or 
omissions caused damages, injuries, or death. 
In addition, the law raises the standard of 
proof in COVID-19 related lawsuits from the 
usual “preponderance of evidence” to “clear 
and convincing evidence” and requires cases 
be brought within one year of an alleged 
COVID-19-related problem. 

SB 50 relating to sales and use tax would 
require online retailers to collect sales tax, 
which would bring an estimated $1 billion 
in revenue. The “E-fairness” bill would 
create an enforcement mechanism on sales 
tax technically already owed on purchases 
Floridians make from out-of-state sellers. 
The plan would require out-of-state sellers 
to collect those taxes from consumers, as in 
a conventional purchase. This is not a new 
tax and is already owed under current law. It 
does shift the burden of collecting the taxes on 
remote sales from Florida consumers to out-

of-state retailers. The approximately $1 billion 
in added annual state revenue collections 
will be deposited into the Unemployment 
Compensation (UC) Trust Fund, which has been 
decimated by job losses during the pandemic. 

The legislature also passed a $196 million tax 
package that would expand sales tax holidays 
while adding several new tax relief initiatives. 
In addition to the two sales tax holidays passed 
by both chambers, Florida will extend credits 
for hiring interns, cleaning contamination 
sites, and create an expanded property tax 
exemption for affordable housing. 

— Submitted by the Economic Council  
of Palm Beach County 

Dennis Grady receives 
Key to the City

2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Business Matters 

The Chamber of Commerce of the 
Palm Beaches will present the Sheriff 
of Palm Beach County, Ric Bradshaw, 
with the 2021 Lifetime Leadership 
Award at this year’s Business Awards 
Breakfast. The event recognizes 

businesses and individuals who 
demonstrate unwavering commitment 
to their business and professional 
goals, their employees, and their 
respective local communities.

This year’s Awards Breakfast will 
be held live on Thursday, May 27 
from 7:45 to 9:15 a.m. at the Palm 
Beach County Convention Center. 
Arrangements have been made to 
enable attendance via Zoom for those 
who are unable to attend in-person.

For more details and to register, 
visit our website at palmbeaches.org.

Lifetime Achievement Award 
Sponsored by Larmoyeux & Bone 

■ Sheriff Ric Bradshaw,  
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office

Bradshaw

NeedleCohen Karpinia Morgan

Breakfast
BUSINESS AWARDS
2021

Non-Profit of the Year 
Sponsored by Community Foundation  
for Palm Beach and Martin Counties 

■ Armory Art Center 
■ Cultural Council for Palm Beach County 
■ Early Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County 
■ South Florida Science Center and Aquarium 

Health and Human Services 
Organization of the Year 
Sponsored by Serge W. D’Haiti CPA, PLLC 

■ Boys & Girls Club of Palm Beach County 
■ City of West Palm Beach (COVID 

Response Unit) 
■ Dress for Success Palm Beaches 
■ Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies 

Coalition of Palm Beach County 

Diversity Organization  
of the Year 
Sponsored by Florida Crystals 
Corporation 

■ Baptist Health South Florida 
■ Field of Greens 
■ Salento Coffee Shop 

Young Professional of the Year 
Sponsorship Opportunity Available 

■ Jonathan Cooper,  
Cornerstone Solutions Florida, LLC 

■ Kevin Lawson, KVL Media 
■ Connor Lewis, Plastridge Insurance 
■ Stacie Townsend, Gunster 

Small Business Person of the Year 
Sponsored by Blue Ocean Capital 

■ Betsy Cohen, Happylicious by Betsy 
■ Randi Karpinia, Sagacity Legal PLLC 
■ Marshall Morgan, MMJ Health 
■ Dr. Rachel Needle, Whole Health 

Psychological Center 

Business of the Year 
Sponsored by The Palm Beach Post 

■ Good Samaritan Medical Center 
■ KAST Construction 
■ KEITH 
■ Tellus Products LLC 
■ Verdex Construction 

Cooper LewisLawson Townsend

Business Awards Sponsors: 

The Chamber’s Annual Golf 
Tournament is one of the most 
popular events on our calendar, 
attracting a wide range of decision-
makers and community leaders. 
The morning starts with continental 
breakfast at 7 a.m., and a four-
person scramble shotgun start 
at 8:15 a.m. There will be various 
competitions along the course 
including: longest drive (male and 
female), closest to the pin and hole-
in-one. 

Lunch and an awards ceremony 
will follow the tournament. 
Foursomes will be competing for 

the honor of having their name 
engraved on the Chamber Cup 
that is proudly displayed in the 
Chamber lobby. A photo of the 
winning team will be featured in the 
Business Watch section of The Palm 
Beach Post. 

For more information contact 
Michele Sacher at 561-833-3799 or 
msacher@palmbeaches.org

Annual Chamber Golf 
Tournament set for June 11 

2020 defending Champions The Palm Beach Kennel Club 
Foursome; Anthony Rooney (Team Captain), Bill Dunn, 
Willie Meila, Mike Weeks.

Thank you to our sponsors!



https://web.cvent.com/event/978d73ce-c829-47d0-89b7-1c632c917719/summary
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Caribbean Consultancy & Trade, LLC
Elder Law, P.A.
Evergreen Sprinkler & Landscaping Services
EZ Access Medicare / Insurance, LLC
Flagler Museum
Greenberg Traurig, P.A.
Maicol Headshots
Managed IT Services - Nexxen Technologies, Inc.
Max Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience
McDonald Hopkins LLC
Palm Beach State College Foundation, Inc.
Quality Inn - West Palm Beach Airport
RADISE International, L.C.
The Greene School
The Palm Beach Business Center
Two Roads Development LLC
Valley 

NEW MEMBERS

MEMBER RENEWALS
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Acquire Palm Beach
Cynthia Nalley, Managing Broker
105 S. Narcissus Ave., Suite 410
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
acquirepb.com
561-309-7770
REAL ESTATE - BROKER 
Camp Gladiator Orlando 
Lauren Muser, Area Director
644 Princeton St. 
Orlando, FL 32803
campgladiator.com
603-440-1514
FITNESS 
East Coast Farms and Vegetables
Katelyn Garcia, Vice President
6796 Lantana Road 
Lake Worth, FL 33449
eastcoastfarms.us
561-286-0286
AGRIBUSINESS
Enviro Master of Palm Beach
Ben and Steph Green, Owners
2200 N. Florida Mango Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33409
enviro-master.com/commercial-cleaning-
locations /west-palm-beach-florida/
561-200-9980 
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY 
Field of Greens  
Hess Musallet, Owner
412 Clematis St. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
fieldofgreensonline.com
561-820-2465
RESTAURANTS

Forest Development
Peter Baytarian, Managing Partner
1199 S. Federal Highway, Suite 161 
Boca Raton, FL 33432
forestdevelopment.com
646-401-1764
REAL ESTATE - DEVELOPERS
Frankel Loughran Starr & Vallone LLP
Mary Tarter, Partner
777 S. Flagler Drive, East Tower, Suite 225
 West Palm Beach, FL 33401
flsv.com
561-770-1490
ACCOUNTING, TAX & CPA
SERVICES 
Fun in the 561
Dawn Brown, Founder
7172 SE Seagate Lane
Stuart, FL 34997
funinthe561.com
561-587-1466
MARKETING AGENCY
Happylicious by Betsy
Betsy Cohen, Chief Happy Officer
West Palm Beach, FL
happyliciousbybetsy.com
561-758-2258
GOURMET FOOD SHOPS & SPECIALTIES 
Heavy Duty Tire, LLC
Sandy Santiago, Marketing Manager
8470 Belvedere Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33411
heavydutytires.com
561-383-1390
TIRE DEALERS

Inspire Palm Beach  
Alyssa Durivou, CEO
1803 S. Australian Ave. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409
inspirepalmbeach.com
866-993-3869
SPA SERVICES
JeuxBar  
Darryl Deal, Owner
624 West 2nd Street
Riviera Beach, FL 33404
561-529-6228
WINE BAR 
Loggerhead Marinelife Center  
Amanda Moore
Senior Manager of Integrated Marketing
14200 U.S. Highway 1
Juno Beach, FL 33408
marinelife.org
561-627-8280
NOT-FOR-PROFIT
Mercedes Martin & Company 
Mercedes Martin, President and CEO
300 Crosswinds Drive, D2
Greenacres, FL 33413
mercedesmartin.co
510-206-6422
CHANGE MANAGEMENT CONSULTING
MMJ Health  
Marshall Morgan
600 Sandtree Drive, Suite 108 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33403
mmjhealth.com  
561-631-7994
MEDICAL MARIJUANA

New York Life
Rene Fonseca, Financial Professional
7111 Fairway Drive, Suite 202
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418
newyork.com
561-542-0853
FINANCIAL ADVISORS, PLANNERS  
& CONSULTANTS
Plastridge Insurance  
Paige Gantt
10377 N. Military Trail
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
plastridge.com
561-276-5221
INSURANCE
Remediation 911  
Anthony Massimino, President
581 105th Ave. N., Unit #36
Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411
remediation911.com
561-644-6776
WATER DAMAGE RESTORATION 
Rescue Clean 911, LLC.  
Nick Massimino, President
3133 Fortune Way, Suite 20
Wellington, FL 33414
rescueclean911.com/service-area/ west-palm-beach
833-253-2600
RESTORATION & REMEDIATION
Sagacity Legal PLLC  
Randi Karpinia, Founder
121 Lucina Drive
Hypoluxo, FL 33462
sagacitylegal.com
561-707-5561
ATTORNEYS - INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Salento Coffee Shop  
Jaime Lara, Owner
120 South Dixie Highway, Suite 105
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
mysalentocoffee.com
561-841-6138
COFFEE HOUSES
South Florida Commuter Services  
Angelic Mercer
3230 W. Commercial Blvd., Suite 220
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
1800234ride.com
954-884-5310
TRANSPORTATION

Serge D’Haiti
Serge D’Haiti is a certified public accountant licensed to 

practice in the state of Florida where he serves the Broward 
County and Palm Beach County areas, doing business as 
Serge W. D’Haiti, CPA PLLC. 

D’Haiti earned his bachelor’s degree at Florida Atlantic 
University and his masters at Nova Southeastern University. 
In college, Serge tutored student athletes and held positions 
in the Student Government Association, Accounting Students 
Association and Phi Beta Sigma, Inc. He has managed a Palm 
Beach County hip-hop band and has volunteered for the 
Internal Revenue Service’s VITA program through the United 
Way of Palm Beach County. Protecting citizens through the 
Department of Financial Services, D’Haiti has worked with the 
Florida Department of Revenue on child support and business 
tax matters. He currently serves as a Trustee of the Chamber 
of Commerce of the Palm Beaches. 

Lisa Stella
Lisa Stella worked in corporate America for 20 years as a 

business development, sales, marketing, and project management 
professional. Inspired to give back, she found the Development 
Director role at Opportunity Early Childhood Education and Family 
Center. Opportunity was started in the early 1930s by dedicated 
volunteers committed to making a difference in the community 
and to making life better for the less fortunate. It is Palm Beach’s 
oldest children’s charity. Since its inception, the slogan has been 
“Help others to help themselves.” The mission is to break the cycle 
of poverty, neglect, and illiteracy by providing high quality early 
childhood care and education to children of low-income families, 
single working parents, and families in crisis and need. Supporting 
this mission includes a holistic program with family development 
services. Lisa is an NYC transplant with an MBA and BS in Business 
Administration from Nova Southeastern University. She currently 
serves as a Trustee of the Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches. 

Mark Wilson reports on ‘State of the State’ 
Mark Wilson, CEO of the 

Florida Chamber of Commerce, 
shared real-time updates with 
participants at the Chamber’s 
April Corporate Breakfast. 
Donald Burgess, new Chamber of 
Commerce of the Palm Beaches 
president and CEO, opened the 
program by welcoming Mark and 
Bill Bone, the Chamber’s chair-
elect and program host. 

The theme of Wilson’s 
presentation was “Uniting 

Business for Good.” He reported 
that some of the issues resolved 
in this year’s legislative session 
included COVID liability 
protections (for employers), 
remote seller sales tax collections, 
and mitigation of the $713 million 
unemployment tax increase. 

Wilson also provided an update 
on the impact of COVID-19 on 
Florida and Palm Beach County, 
focusing largely on employment 
statistics. 

There was also discussion on 
how the “Florida 2030 Blueprint” 
had been affected. For example, 
the original projection of 2 million 
additional jobs by 2030 had now 
been revised to 2.5 million to take 
into account jobs lost during the 
past 12 months. 

The full presentation can 
be viewed on the Chamber’s 
YouTube channel. 

The Florida Chamber of 
Commerce focuses on creating a 

business climate that generates 
prosperity and high-paying jobs, 
vibrant communities, and global 
competitiveness. They are very 
interested in what you, as Florida 
residents, have to say. 

Finally, special thanks to Baptist 
Health South Florida, the 2021 
Annual Breakfast Technology 
Sponsor.

TRUSTEE SPOTLIGHT

Mark Wilson

The 10th Annual Women for Women 
5K Road Race presented by Jupiter 
Medical Center Foundation took place 
on Saturday, May 8, at Okeeheelee Park 
in West Palm Beach. The race, which 
is traditionally held the day before 
Mother’s Day, was returning after a 
one-year hiatus due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. The idea behind the 
event is to give women of all ages an 
opportunity to compete together and 
cheer each other on in support of their 
mothers. 

Participants such as Carolyn 
Reikenis, racer and exhibitor for her 
company Trujilo Bay Chocolates, was 
enthusiastic about the race and said, “I 
am just elated to be outdoors at a race 
for women, feeling safe and ready to be 
with my 15-plus racing-club friends and 
family, who are finally together again, 
for the first time in a very long time!’

This year’s race was won by 
Shannon Fox in a time of 20:21.3. 
She was followed closely by Caroline 
Bell (20:33.2) and Christina Daughtry 
(20:59.3). 

Competitions were held for 
the fastest mother (won by Karen 
Luna Lampert, 22:48.6), the fastest 
grandmother (Sarah Morelli, 25:41.2), 
and the fastest great-grandmother 
(Phyllis Frydman, 37:26.8). 

Age-group prizes were also awarded 
to the first-, second- and third-place 
finishers in each category, starting at 9 
years and under to 70 years and older. 

Thank you to our sponsors, race 
director Iva Grady, exhibitors, all the 
ladies who participated and the men 
who turned up to show their support. 
Your efforts helped to make the event 
successful and will allow the Chamber 
to donate $1,000 to Jupiter Medical 
Center’s Margaret W. Niedland Breast 
Center and $500 to the Palm Beach 
Lakes High School ROTC whose cadets 
volunteered at the event. 

To get involved in the 2022 renewal 
of this event, please contact Kirby 
Davis at Kdavis@palmbeaches.org.

Racers enthusiastic about return of Women for Women 5K

Overall winners, from left: Christina Daughtry, third place; Caroline Bell, second place; 
and Shannon Fox, first place

Women for Women 5K fastest  
great-grandmother winner  
Phyllis Frydman.

SPONSORS

Evelyn and Christopher Hopkins
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