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DAVID M. LAYMAN
David M. Layman is a 
Shareholder in the Real 
Estate Practice Group of the 
international law firm of 
Greenberg Traurig. He has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America since 2010, and Best Lawyers named 
him “West Palm Beach Lawyer of the Year” in 
the field of Real Estate Law in 2016 and 2010. 
David is Past-President and currently serves 
on the Board of HomeSafe. He also has been a 
member of the Board of St. George’s Center, Inc. 
David is an honors graduate of the University 
of Florida and the University of Florida Levin 
College of Law. He currently serves as a Trustee 
of the Chamber of Commerce of the Palm 
Beaches.
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September 2023watch
WELCOME  
NEW MEMBERS

Join us at the Palm Beach County 
Convention Center on Thursday, Sept. 28 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for the 32nd Annual 
ATHENA Awards Luncheon, a celebration of 
exceptional women in leadership. This year’s 
event promises to be a truly memorable 
occasion as we honor the outstanding 
achievements and contributions of women in 
our community. 

 The ATHENA Awards Luncheon is a 
prestigious event that brings together the 
most influential and inspiring women in 
our community. This is an opportunity to 
network, share experiences and celebrate the 
incredible accomplishments of women who 
have made a significant impact in their fields. 
Please visit palmbeaches.org to register. 

Traci Costa, president and CEO of ATHENA International will be 
a special guest at this year’s ATHENA Awards Luncheon. Costa is 
dedicated to women’s leadership development and is herself an 
ATHENA Leadership Award recipient. We are pleased to announce the 
following finalists for the Chamber’s 32nd Annual ATHENA Awards. 

ATHENA INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 
TO ATTEND AWARDS LUNCHEON

Alzheimer’s Community Care 
Kate Keller, Director of Events 
800 North Point Parkway, Suite 101-B 
West Palm Beach, FL 33407 
alzcare.org 
561-683-2700 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
kkeller@alzcare.org	  
BrightStar Care 
Cynthia Fortney	  
6801 Lake Worth Road, Suite 121 
Greenacres, FL 33467-2955 
561-515-4477 
HOME HEALTH SERVICES 
wellington.fax@Brightstarcare.com
Carmela Coffee Village 
Commons 
Maria E. Rosero, Owner 
711 Village Blvd., Suite 101-102 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409 
armelacoffee.com 
maria@carmelacoffee.com 
Edna W. Runner Tutorial Center 
Anna Poulin 
Assistant Executive Director 
7187 Church St. 
Jupiter, FL 33458 
erunnerctr.org 
561-745-0950 
CHILD CARE SERVICES 
anna.poulin@ewrunnerctr.org	  
Elance At Boynton Beach 
Daniel Rizzi 
10605 S. Jog Road 
Boynton Beach, FL 33437 
elanceluxuryliving.net/
boyntonbeach 
561-413-6807 
SENIOR HOUSING 
daniel.rizzi@rui.net	  
Famex USA LLC 
Marcilio Machado 
4603 San Fratello Circle 
Lake Worth, FL 33467 
240-478-1813 
EXPORT/IMPORT 
usafamex@gmail.com	 
Florida Spine Associates  
Amy Leboeuf, Director of Marketing 
5800 Corporate Way 
West Palm Beach, FL 33407 
floridaspineassociates.com 
561-414-0274 
MEDICAL OFFICE 
amyl@floridaspineassociates.com
FNBCC - First National Bank 
Coastal Communities 
Edward Bishop 
2000 PGA Blvd., Suite 5500 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33408 
561-846-1489 
BANKS 
ed.bishop@fnbccfl.com	  
ForeverLawn Palm Beach 
Sandy Classen, Office Manager 
342 Pike Road, #20 
West Palm Beach, FL 33411 
foreverlawnpalmbeach.com 
561-380-1540 
SYNTHETIC TURF 
office@pb.foreverlawn.com	  
Forum Club of the Palm Beaches 
Sarah Elwell 
P.O. Box 14877 
North Palm Beach, FL 33408 
561-304-0570 
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
Info@forumclubpb.com	  
garciastromberg 
Jorge Garcia, CEO 
2365 Vista Parkway, Suite 16 
West Palm Beach, FL 33411 
garciastromberg.com 
561-478-5855 
ARCHITECTS 
lroobin@garciastromberg.com	  
Grease Monkey Oil Changes  
& More 
Rosario Walter Lanni, Owner 
1891 S. Military Trail 
West Palm Beach, FL 33415 
800-822-7706 
AUTOMOBILE REPAIR & SERVICE	  
walterlanni6570@hotmail.com	  
JVA Accountants  
& Advisors LLC 
Anthony Velocci, Partner 
5100 PGA Blvd., Suite 309 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418 
jvafirmfl.com 
561-867-0345 
ACCOUNTING, TAX & CPA SERVICES 
anthony@jvafirm.com	 
MarineMax Yachts 
Sara Neff, Sales Coordinator 
251 Banyan Blvd. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
marinemax.com/stores/west-
palm-beach 
305-942-6734 
BOAT - SALES, RENTALS, CHARTERS 
& TOWING 
scott.warnike@marinemax.com	  
Minuteman Press West Palm 
Beach 
Raquel Presas 
2822 S. Dixie Highway 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
561-655-5355 
PRINTERS – COMMERCIAL 
wpb@minutemanpress.com	  
Nicklaus Children’s Health 
System 
Shira Kastan Goldstein 
11310 Legacy Ave. 
Legacy Place 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 
nicklauschildrens.org 
305-781-7310 
HEALTH CARE - PEDIATRIC, SPECIAL 
NEEDS 
shira@adgstrategy.group	  
Office of State Representative 
David Silvers 
David Silvers 
1850 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite 200 
West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
561-357-4824 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, 
ENTITIES, CONSULTANTS & 
ORGANIZATIONS 
david.silvers@myfloridahouse.gov
Pivotal Founders 
Karizma Hancox, Marketing & 
Events Manager 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
pivotalfounders.com 
NETWORKING 
Team@pivotalfounders.com	  

Premier Cabinets and Supply 
Austin Doherty 
2586 Forest Hill Blvd. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
561-444-2923 
INTERIOR DECORATORS’ 
& DESIGNERS’ SUPPLIES – 
WHOLESALE 
admin@cabinetsandsupply.com	  
Right Choice Insurance  
Group LLC 
Rashad Butler 
West Palm Beach, FL 
rightchoiceinsurancegrp.com 
561-351-3410 
INSURANCE & FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 
rbutler@rightchoiceinsurancegrp.com
Shine of Palm Beach 
Christian Fisher, Owner 
418 Kanuga Drive 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
shineinfo.com 
561-899-9495 
CLEANING SERVICES 
palmbeach@shineinfo.com	  
Solved Puzzle Agency 
Leonardo Barros 
6214 62nd Way 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409 
solvedpuzzle.com 
786-616-5110 
WEBSITE DESIGN 
leonardo@solvedpuzzle.com	  
TFG Financial Advisors 
Cory Lyon 
772 U.S. 1, Suite 100 
North Palm Beach, FL 33408 
tfgfa.com 
561-209-1120 
FINANCIAL ADVISORS, PLANNERS 
& CONSULTANTS 
clyon@TFGFA.com	  
The 1909 Foundation 
Monique Fabio, Business 
Development & Partnerships 
313 Datura St., Suite 200 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
weare1909.org 
561-536-7649 
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
shana@weare1909.org	 
YaDa Chef 
Bryan Daniel 
616 Executive Center Dr., #206 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
yadachef.com 
954-367-9232 
CHEFS – PERSONAL 
info@yadachef.com

THANK YOU  
RENEWING MEMBERS
■ Advanced Global
■ AE Strategies
■ Aqua Marketing & 
Communications, Inc.
■ Bob Goldfarb Custom Clothing
■ Boys & Girls Clubs of Palm Beach 
County, Inc.
■ BRATTER PA IMMIGRATION LAW 
FIRM
■ BreakThru Strategies
■ Butler Construction Company
■ CBRE
■ City Harbor Marina, LLC
■ City of Riviera Beach
■ Clerk of the Circuit Court  
& Comptroller
■ Cohen Legal
■ Collective Water Resources, LLC
■ Community Foundation for Palm 
Beach and Martin Counties
■ Devonshire — Chatsworth  
at PGA National
■ DoubleTree West Palm Beach 
Airport
■ Eau Palm Beach Resort & Spa
■ ESD Digital Marketing
■ Fairfield Inn & Suites Marriott
■ Florida Atlantic University 
Government Relations 
■ FoundCare, Inc.
■ Four Seasons Resort Palm Beach
■ Friends of Foster Children  
of Palm Beach County 
■ Fusion Chiropractic Spa
■ Gift Baskets by Design SB, Inc.
■ Grieco Chevrolet of Delray Beach
■ G-Star High School of the Arts
■ Happylicious by Betsy
■ HIVE For Her I HIVE For Him I  
HIVE For Kids 
■ HIVE Home, Gift & Garden
■ Homeless Coalition  
of Palm Beach County
■ Hubbard Radio
■ Indigo West Palm Beach
■ iPlan & Design
■ Jaguar Palm Beach 
■ Joe DiMaggio Children’s Health 
Specialty Center
■ Lighthouse for the Blind  
of the Palm Beaches
■ Maicol Headshots
■ McLaughlin & Stern
■ Mental Health America  
Of the Palm Beaches
■ Molly’s Trolleys
■ Nest Seekers International
■ NeuroBehavioral Health — 
Boynton Beach
■ Norton Museum of Art
■ Palm Beach County Convention 
Center / Spectra Venue 
Management & Food Services
■ Palm Beach County Supervisor  
of Elections
■ Palm Beach Kitchen Design
■ Palm Beach Metal Recycling, Inc.
■ Palm Beach Yacht Club & Marina
■ Palm Health Foundation
■ Perry & Taylor, P.A.
■ Property Works 
■ Pruitt & Pruitt, P.A.
■ Related Companies
■ Scientific Instruments, Inc.
■ Scripps Research
■ Sea Glass Capital Advisors, LLC
■ Shark Wake Park
■ Southern Eagle Distributing
■ Student ACES
■ Tellus Products LLC
■ The Ferguson Firm
■ Troon
■ Urban League  
of Palm Beach County 
■ Vensure Employer Services
■ Verdex Construction
■ VITAS Healthcare
■ Walfish Promotionals
■ WPBF 25

John Varvarigos
John “J.P.” Varvarigos is a third-

generation florist and owner of Wellington 
Florist. A graduate of the Culinary Institute 
of America, Varvarigos attributes much of 
his success in the flower business to his 
background in hospitality. He assumed 
the role of general manager of Wellington 
Florist in 2010 and expanded the shop 
twice, first in 2014 and again in 2023. 
Today, the business is a multimillion-
dollar earning, full-service flower 
shop specializing in same-day delivery 

throughout Palm Beach County. Under 
his leadership, the company is counted 
among the largest grossing flower shops 
per square foot nationwide and has 
won prestigious awards over the years, 
including the award for Best Florist in Palm 
Beach County for the last three years and 
the Chamber of Commerce of the Palm 
Beaches’ 2023 Small Businessperson of 
the Year Award. Varvarigos is a member 
of Florida’s Florist’s Association where 
he mentors young florists and promotes 
education in the field.

Pamela Toussaint
Pamela Toussaint is a passionate leader, 

educator, author and entrepreneur. She 
brings decades of experience as an HR 
and operations executive at Fortune 500 
companies to her own business, Ultimate 
Image Coach (UIC) Leadership and Soft 
Skills Training, an eLearning academy 
offering more than 100 leadership and 
soft skills courses. Toussaint’s mission 
is to empower her clients with the tools 
they need to solidify their success. She 
dives headfirst into the turbulence of life 

with enthusiasm. Her acclaimed book The 
Audacious Woman: Blaze Your Own Path to 
Prosperity continues to inspire others. 

Toussaint was a finalist for the 2023 
Chamber of Commerce of the Palm 
Beaches’ Small Businessperson of the Year 
Award and serves the community as a 
member of the Quantum House Advisory 
Council and the Chamber of Commerce of 
the Palm Beaches. She and her husband, 
Gabriel, enjoy traveling, cruising, dancing 
and spending quality time with their two 
children and six adored grandchildren.  

Julia Murphy
Julia Murphy is the chief development 

officer for Habitat for Humanity of the 
Palm Beaches. She has more than 15 years 
of experience in nonprofit management, 
community organizing, program 
development, and fundraising in public 
health and education related to social 
justice. Murphy received her bachelor’s 
degree in social work from Florida 
Atlantic University and a master’s in social 
work from Barry University. As a senior 
member of the executive team at Habitat 

for Humanity, she shapes agency strategy 
that includes programs such as fundraising 
and cultivation events, annual appeals, 
corporate and foundation giving, major gifts, 
prospect research, and donor stewardship. 

Murphy is a trailblazer and serves as 
a community leader and advocate. She 
has led the way in cultivating a stronger 
community in Palm Beach County through 
her leadership and engagement. She is a 
graduate of Leadership Palm Beach County 
(2020), and a member of the Forum Club 
of the Palm Beaches. 

TRUSTEE SPOTLIGHT

Traci Costa

Platinum Sponsor Presenting Sponsor

Supporting Sponsors



The monthly Business 
After Hours event took place 

on a rainy 
Aug. 17 at 
Yolk-West 
Palm Beach. 
Guests were 
treated to a 

scrumptious breakfast feast, 
which they enjoyed while 
networking, mingling and 
having a good time. 

We would like to extend 
a special thank you to Yolk-
West Palm Beach for their 
amazing hospitality and 
delicious spread. 

If you missed out on this 
event, don’t worry. You can 
still have your very own 
Yolk experience by visiting 
eatyolk.com or calling 561-
229-1654. 

We look forward to seeing 
you at our next Business 
After Hours event! 

The Chamber is currently accepting applications for Class 2024 
of Leadership West Palm Beach, which exposes participants to 
a variety of aspects of the community, including government; 

health and human services; education; 
neighborhoods, arts, culture; and 
economic development. Leadership 
West Palm Beach provides information 
to class participants to generate leaders 
with a well-rounded knowledge base to 

assist in future planning and decision making for the betterment 
of West Palm Beach. Leadership West Palm Beach members are 
chosen by a selection committee that reviews the applications. 
Up to 20 individuals are selected for each class. Submit your 
application online at palmbeaches.org. For more information or to 
inquire about sponsorship opportunities, please contact Teri Page 
at tpage@palmbeaches.org. 

Rohi’s Readery was the site of the Chamber’s Women in Business 
Committee event dubbed Coffee & Chat, on Aug. 23. Guests listened 

as owner and CEO Pranoo Kumar shared her 
journey to becoming who she is today. Pranoo’s 
passion and vulnerability about her struggles 
and subsequent triumphs inspired attendees to 
share their own experiences in the face of gender 
inequality, identity amidst diversity, ethnic 
prejudice at work and in the health care system. 

Guests selected books from the store to donate to Opportunity Early 
Childhood Development and Family Center. 

For more information on Pranoo Kumar and Rohi’s Readery visit 
rohisreadery.com or call 561-838-7163. 
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“Catch The Wave!” was the sum of the update presented 
by Superintendent for the Palm Beach County School District 
Michael Burke to guests at the 2023 Back-To-School Breakfast 
at the Palm Beach County Convention Center on Aug. 8. 
Burke presented an encouraging yet balanced update on 
the performance of the district over the last academic year. 
Among the highlights was that the District received Cambridge 
International’s 2022-2023 U.S. Large District of the Year 
Award in recognition of its expansive innovative programs. 
Mr. Jeremy Johnson of the Historical Society of Palm Beach 
County commemorated the event with a 1913 photo of the first 
graduates from Palm Beach High School. The community of 
Palm Beach County generously donated school supplies to The 
Education Foundation Red Apple Supply Drive and more than 
$3,000 to Pleasant City Elementary School. 

Yolk-West Palm 
Beach serves 
breakfast for 

dinner at Business 
After Hours

Coffee & Chat

Leadership West Palm Beach 2024
APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE! 

PHOTO BY CAPEHART

School superintendent inspires 
at Back-To-School Breakfast

Business Builder  
When: 9-10 a.m. 
Where: Chamber 
Boardroom  
Cost: Free 

Contact: Kirby Davis at  kdavis@
palmbeaches.org   

Power 
Networking @ 
Lunch
When: 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. Where: 

Hilton Palm Beach Airport Cost: 
Members, $45; nonmembers, $55; 
at the door, $60

Design 101- 
Beginner Design 
Concepts For 
Your Marketing 
Needs

When: 9-10 a.m. Where: Chamber 
Boardroom Cost: Members, $20; 
nonmembers, $30

YPOP Explore: 
Keiser 
University’s 
Chiropractic 
Program

When: 5:30-7:30 p.m. Where: 
Keiser University,
2081 Vista Parkway, West Palm 
Beach, FL  33411 Cost: Must be 
ages 21-39 to Register: Members, 
$15; nonmembers, $25

Transportation 
Infrastructure 
Panel Discussion 
– September 
Breakfast  

When: 7-9 a.m. Where: Palm 
Beach County Convention 
Center, 650 Okeechobee Blvd., 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 Cost: 
Early Bird Discount Ends Friday Sept. 
8: Members, individual tickets — 
$50 before deadline, $55 after 
deadline. Table of 10, $600. 
Nonmembers, individual tickets 
— $65 before deadline, $75 after 
deadline. Table of 10, $800 

Get to Know: 
Director of 
Clinical Services 
– Coral Shores 
Behavioral Health  

When: 9-10 a.m. Where: Chamber 
Boardroom Cost: Free, members 
only

Business After 
Hours: Cox 
Science Center & 
Aquarium
When: 5:30-7:30 

p.m. Where: Cox Science Center 
& Aquarium, 4801 Dreher Trail N., 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 Cost: 
Discount Deadline, Sept. 12 at 5 p.m.: 
Members, $20 before deadline, 
$25 after deadline; nonmembers, 
$30 before deadline, $35 after 
deadline

ChamberMaster 
Pro
When: 9-10 a.m. 
Where: Chamber 
Boardroom  

Cost: Free, members only 
Contact: Kirby Davis at  kdavis@
palmbeaches.org 

Coffee & Chat with 
2022 ATHENA 
Leadership Award 
Recipient Ofelia 
Utset

When: Noon-1 p.m. Where: Quest 
Workspaces, 515 North Flagler 
Drive, Suite #P-300, West Palm 
Beach, FL 33401 Cost: Free

Business Builder 
@ Lunch with TSS 
Photography
When: Noon-1 p.m. 
Where: Chamber 

Boardroom Cost: Free. TSS 
Photograph headshots, optional: 
Includes four to eight professional 
headshots, full copyright. 
Members, $65; nonmembers, $75 
Contact: Kirby Davis at  kdavis@
palmbeaches.org

ATHENA Cocktail 
Reception –  
Invite Only
When: 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Where: The 

Ben, 251 N. Narcissus Ave., West 
Palm Beach, FL 33401; Invitation 
only Sponsorship Opportunity: 
Community Partner, $1,500. 
Includes two complimentary 
tickets to the reception, company 
logo predominantly displayed at 
reception, company logo on event 
recap in Business Watch section 
of the Palm Beach Post and two 
complimentary tickets to the 
2023 ATHENA Awards Luncheon 
on Sept. 28

Pitch Perfect 
Networking 
When: 9-10:30 
a.m. Where: Isla 
& Co, 1401 Clare 

Ave., West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Cost: Discount Registration 
Deadline, Sept. 19 at 5 p.m.: 
Members, $25 before deadline, 
$30 after deadline; nonmembers, 
$30 before deadline, $35 after 
deadline

32nd Annual 
ATHENA 
Leadership 
Awards Luncheon 
2023

When: 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Where: 
Palm Beach County Convention 
Center, 650 Okeechobee Blvd., 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 Cost: 
Discount Registration Deadline, 
Sept. 21 at 5 p.m.: Members, 
individual tickets — $80 before 
deadline, $90 after deadline. Table 
of 10 $750 before deadline, $850 
after deadline. Nonmembers, 
individual tickets — $100 before 
deadline, $110 after deadline. Table 
of 10, $950 before deadline, $1,050 
after deadline. Walk-ins welcome 
day of event! (Credit card, check 
or cash accepted at door). Please 
note, online registration closes 
Wednesday, Sept. 27 at 2 p.m. 
ALL CHANGES to table guests 
(deletions, changes, additions) will 
be handled at registration day of 
event. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

SEPT. 7
Thursday

SEPT. 19
Tuesday

SEPT. 19
Tuesday

SEPT. 26
Tuesday

SEPT. 12
Tuesday

SEPT. 28
Thursday

SEPT. 13
Wednesday

SEPT. 13
Wednesday

SEPT. 20
Wednesday

SEPT. 20
Wednesday

SEPT. 21
Thursday

SEPT. 21
Thursday

SEPT. 15
Friday

RIBBON CUTTINGS

American Healthcare Institute 
Aug. 10, 2023
5205 Greenwood Ave., Suite 280
West Palm Beach, FL 33407
412-335-4954
rbonds@compumed.edu
amhealthinstitute.com 

Mariner Wealth Advisors 
Aug. 24, 2023
3001 PGA Blvd., Suite 105 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL  33410 
941-267-4084 
brandon.seltzer@marinerwealthadvisors.com 
marinerwealthadvisors.com 

Verizon 
Aug. 28, 2023
2301 Glades Road, Suite 400 
Boca Raton, FL 33431 
verizon.com 

To schedule your ribbon cutting with the Chamber please visit PalmBeaches.org/ribbon-cuttings or contact Kirby Davis at kdavis@palmbeaches.org or 561-833-3894. 

Join us on Sept. 15 at the Palm Beach 
County Convention Center for a panel 
discussion on the economic impact of the 
transportation industry on our economy. 
Our panelists Laura Beebe, director 
of Palm Beach County Department of 
Airports; Clinton Forbes, executive 
director of Palm Tran; and Michael 
Meekins, executive director of the Port of 
Palm Beach, will provide insight into the 
future of transportation in our region.

Please visit palmbeaches.org to register.

On Tuesday, Aug. 22, the Trustees of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches 
gathered in the beautiful Founder’s Room 
of the Kravis Center. As they enjoyed savory 
refreshments, hearty laughter and good vibes, 
President and CEO Diane Quinn shared her 
vision of having 100,000 students experience 
the Kravis Center in response to the lifting of 
field trip restrictions by the School District of 
Palm Beach County. 

Donald Burgess, president and CEO of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches, 
and Ms. Quinn both thanked the Trustees 
for their support of the Chamber and the 
Kravis Center throughout the year and further 
encouraged them to do so as both the Chamber 
and the Kravis Center continue to endorse their 
business interests and needs in Palm Beach 
County. 

To learn more about the Trustee Program, 
contact Kirby Davis at kdavis@palmbeaches.org. Clinton Forbes Michael MeekinsLaura Beebe

September breakfast Kravis Center hosts Trustee Reception 

Have a question? Contact Rachel Quismundo at 
rquismundo@palmbeaches.org for more information.
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