Bastrop County, TX

Freedom Colonies




Freedom Colonies
of Bastrop County

News of their freedom reached Bastrop County slaves
throughout the summer of 1865. Every resident of
Bastrop County faced life changing circumstances with
that news. Some had to find a different way to cultivate
and harvest their crops. Hundreds of African Americans
had to decide whether to stay on the plantations where
they had worked as slaves, or to create a new life outside
the only environment many of them had ever known.

Between 1865 and 1920 former slaves formed settle-
ments rooted in the hidden sand hills, wilderness, and
bottomlands of the County. Many of these settlements

are still active today and their history echoes in the
names we see on today’s maps.

“Freedom Colonies of Bastrop County” opens a tiny win-
dow into the stories of these historical settlements
founded by former slaves, the families that lived in those
settlements, and the impact their descendants still have
in Bastrop County and throughout the United States.
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Bastrop County

(ities, Towns, Areas, Creeks, and Rivers

Pleasant Grove

Barton Hill

Shiloh

Hill's Prairie

Mt. Olive
Cedar Creck

Alum Creek

Lone Star %‘

Walnut Creek

Green's Pnlne\

St. John's
Colony

Bastrop County
Freedom Colonies

Alum Creek
Alum Springs
Antioch
Barber's Prairie
Barton Hills (Utley/Union Hill)
Bateman
Bassen
Black Jack
Bluebonnet Acres
Carr Springs
Cedar Creek
Cedar Grove
Center Union
Chapel Ann
Comanche
Copperas Creek
Cottonwood
County Line (Morgan’s Store)
Craft's Prairie
Dixon Prairie
Elm Grove
Excelsior

Green Springs
Green's Prairie
Hickory Flz
Hill's Prairie
Hopewell
Jeddo
Jerusalem
Jordan
Lake Creek
Little Sandy Creek
Lone Star
Long Branch (Ebo)
Long View
Lower Cedar Creek
Madison
McGehee
Mount Olive
Mount Rose
Mount Zion
Peach Creek/Salem
Pin Oak
Piney
Pleasant Grove
Pleasant Springs (Caldwell's Store)
Plum Grove
Redtown
Sayers
Shiloh
Shipp's Prairie
St. Mary's
String Prairie
Sweet Hill (Upton)
Thorne Brake
Walnut Creek
Watterson
Wilbarger




Bastrop County

Freedom Colonies

A = Partial Time Line of Events

January 1, 1862 - Emancipation
Ju

xecutive Order

19, 1865 - Emancipation news reaches Galveston

1865 - 13 Amendment to US Constitution abolishes slavery
1865 — Ku Klux Klan founded

1865~ Antioch Baptist established at Hill's Prairie

1866 — U.S,. Civil Rights Act gives ex-slaves “full U.S. citizenship”
1866—Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands

(“Freedmen’s Bureau®) is established

1866 - Green Burke purchases 300 acres from former master
George F. Burke

1866 - Union Hill Cemetery established about this time

1868 - 14 Amendment to US Constitution formalizes the status of
former slaves as naturalized U.S. citizens

1868 - Former slave Albert Jones marries Angeline Bell

1860 - Calvin Thompson purchases

acres on old San Antonio

Road in Cedar Creek

1870 - 15 Amendment to US Constitution grants Afican
Americans the right to vote

1870 - Shiloh Primitive Baptist Church (o Red Rock road)

1871~ Pleasant Grove Cemetery established

- Antioch Baptist Church officially established

1872 - Rev. John Winn, his family and several followers, establish a

settlement now known as the St. John Colony

1872-73 - St. John Colony Church established
1874 - Ben Franklin purchases land on Lower Cedar Creek

1874 - James Franklin purc

5 300 acres on Old Cedar Creek Rd
1874—Martin McDonald, Sr. and Sophia Ve
Craft Prairie Missionary Baptist Chu
1875 - St. Mary Baptist Church established
1876 - Mar
Hopewell area

1876 - Mt. Olive Baptist Church (Old Cedar Creek Road)

1877+ End of “Reconstruction”, beginning of “Jim Crow” laws
pel AME Church (Walnut Creek)

h organized

& Sophia MeDonald purchase acreage near the

ell moves his family from Dogwood to Barton Hills

el African Methodist Church organized

187 - Salem United Methodist organized (Center Union)
1880 - First public Negro school organized on Caldwell Farm
1880 - Cottonwood Baptist Church organized

1880 - Union Chapel AME Chapel ereated (Cedar Creek)
1880 - Center Union AME Church established

1880 - St. Mary United Methodist Church organized

1881 - Salem School constructed near Jeddo

1884 - Jim Holmes purchases 50 acres from J.J. Moneure

1886 - Pleasant Hill Baptist Church established

1886 - Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church (Piney Community)

1886 - Albert Jones serves his first term as an elected Bastrop.
County Commissioner (Precinet 3)

1886 - Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church (Cedar Creek)

1800 - Jennie Brooks purchases Bastrop lot, builds a 4-room house

1891 — Alum Springs School, Cedar Creek, records peak 76 students

1891 - Watterson community’s Haywood School saw a record high
enrollment of 95

1801 - New Hope School, Sayersville reported its highest student
enrollment of 69

1891 - Colorado Cemetery established near Smithville
1891 - Craft’s Prairie Primitive Baptist Church established

1806 - “Sep:

but Equal” Supreme Court ruling

1896 - Antioch School, Hill's Prairie, records a peak of 201 students
1896 - Crait's Prairie School has highest enrollment of 134 students
1896 Hill's Prairie School records 171 as highest enroliment

1896 - Union Hill School, Utley, reported a high of 117 students

1897 - Colorado Baptist Church established near Smithville

1901 - ML Zion AME organized

1905~ Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church established at
Sayersvill

1909 — NAACP founded

1922 - Hopewell School opens on land donated by Martin and
shia McDonald

Freedman’s
Bureau

; lands and supervise
1l matters relating to freedmen in the South. As a part of the
f War, the agency was intended to insure that

and political
rewards in a community offering equal opportunities to its
wi was ordered o transform Blacks into “self.

ting citizens of the United States.” It cou!

furnish
n with food, cloth

ng. and medical supplic
emen could sustain themaclves

In Texas, the Burea

until the

provided limited direct relief, and
only briefly directed the judicial system t

the legal system. 5 =

agh it actively intervened between landow

nding for construction

ercised c

identifying expenses to disguise its costs for school buildings
h facing bias and opposition, by the time the Bureau left

1870, black school enrollment totaled

6.449 students.

The Sankofa
Bird

Sharecropping
after the Civil War

The end of the Crvil War and the demise of
avery brought a need for new labor arrangements in

the prosduction of conmercial Texas plantation owners, like others in the

had Btk or o cash, and they wanted 10 assure themselves of a stable

v throughout the growing anid harvesting season. A system of tenant

A that met these needs

t comimon arrangement aftee the Civil War was a share tenant or
recropping armangement. Since the crop would be split anly after the harvest,
tenants received payment for thelr labor after the ery
riod just after the Civil War were black
y armangements over other forms

pa were i, Most tenants in
o seern o have preferred
Ml
of their hard work with better ¢
y s an agricultural ladder that could
right condition:

Wi crosted by JankisiiTbusch iy 1880, whe the first systematic data were collected, approximately 38
Artist an

Beadior in Bastrlp Count percent of all farmers were tenant

of these rented
hare

tenants. Agai
ants or sharecrappers.
ase in white tenants

10 1900, 47 percent of all white farmers and 69 percent of all lack farmers were

In addition to paying out a portion of the crop as rent, many tenants also
mortgagesd their share of the cotton crop to a furnishing merchant or their
tandlord fot food and other supplies. Interest on the loans was quite high,
sometimes as high s 150 percent. Onee fo

ced to make a crop lien, many
tenants could never get away from the sy

they found themselves just
breaking even or owinig more than the total reccived for their crops. By 1014,
e ceonomist etimated that hall the tenants borrowed 100 percent of their

Deal changes, and later the fmpact of
matie changes in the propartions of farmers who were
tenants: from almost 61 percent in 1930 1o 3 little over 37V percent by 1945,
By 1987 tenants comprised just under 12 percent of all farmers,

The Great Depression, FDR's New
Warld War 11 made dr

et

Map drawn by T. C. Franklin




Center Union

associated with this Co

Schools, Churches and Cemeteries

aige

History

Families associated with this Colon;

Thorne  Sampson

Schools, Churches and Cemeteries:
e Elementary

(hoxniate School

Saint's Delight Baptist Church

Saint's Delight Cemetery

Upton

Families associated with this Co

Schools, Churches and Cemeteries

Flower Hill

History: sces
040's a church and few b

cemetery remains on private propert

ted with this Colony

‘hurches and Cemeteries:

Sty

Long Branch (Ebo)
~

History: Called both Long Branch and Ebo this cq
may have rétéiyed its sMernate name from  former
McGehee plantationglave, Matilda Jackse

Families asso€iated with thi§Colon:
Benford Erfinklin Harris
Jackson Jefferson Robeson
Slaughter MWhite

School$y Churche.

Lang Branch§chool

Long Branch Ghurch

Mt. Woodrow Baptist Church (19381

Colorado

thrgh the efforts of
purchase Land far fr
suld purchase that seller. This

Colorado Hapth

Families associated with this Colony;

el Ralden Griffin
White

Schools, Churches and Cemeteries:
Colorado Baptist Church School

Flawer Hill School

Shipp's Sch

Colorado Baptist Chureh

Miranda Ricks
The late Mrs. M
uring slavery. Her parents, Gaberella
Ricks, were owned by the Ricks family. When Mirands
leven years old, the slaves were set free. The Ricks
then separated her mother and daddy, selling her

d school. she read in » paper
that she could order a doctor book. From that
beginning, she became a midwife, married s man
named Griffin, and bore him eleven children.

Ax a midwife, Miranda worked with the late C.C
Owens, M.D. for many years. She delivered babies of all
races, colors, and creeds. She went out in all kinds of

ing her horse and buggy. When it was cold,
warm irons and rocks and wrap them up in &
quilt to keep her feet warm.

Mirands worked until age 98 when her health
failed. Some of her patients came 1o visit her, bringing
#ifts, along with the children she helped deliver into
the world. She lived to see all her grandchildren,
yreat-grand children, and some of her great-great

grandchildren.
% Shelived 103 years.

s b e s e




St. Mary

Highway 21

milies associated with this Colony: |

Ate Alexander Bolden Burse |

l) l (‘ l\ Cavanaugh  Deng Doyle Franklin |
each Creek Freeman  Gordon Huden  Hill } 3

Howe  Hudpeh. Jobmon Jooe St. John’s Colony The Lofton’s from i

(Salem) faubin Ny Fioo St. John Colony

Prosser Rowe Sluughter  Smith
Sneed Swan Taylor Thompson

I Washing Wil Winston h of his great-great-grandparents, Jordan

nderson Lofton indicates to him that th R
Settled by former slaves, many fr AR AR derepal o ndicat . ‘ Z
|
|

and s
slaves, possibly bo

] . . Fro they
Schools, Churches and Cemeteries: plemminad ey

roup. S r old
County in 1866 and by 1880

enth celebrations.

s . 0 Mock Survey

ed with this Colony: ‘ Carter & urchased 4 5 bales of lint cotton. Althous um |

will ite, ced their farm and a cotton
Mackes  Norrington Pickett

Matthews  Robinson Waites Roland  Walk v

St. Mary's United Methodist Church (1880) i 3 “ iSC ch 1, 1881 Jorda P N,lm,...ﬂ.m”m,
50! B¢ L < Bl

Castle Jackson

s home, mortgage
ather people. Sarah died between 1910 and
rs. Jane (Janie ed May 7, 1921 at the age of 99, in Dallas, I
glom Sehoot s, dane (Janic) . Hie was buried in the S Colony Cemetery, adjacent
ohn Colony.

Schools, Churches and Cemeterie

alem Baptist Church (1875) Roland

St. Phillips Baptist Church (1880) a St. Lytton Sehool There is add information on this family and their
St. Phillips Baptist Cemetery c Landmark Baptist Chu deasen B Aat e archives of the museum.
- Zion Union Missionary Baptist Church (oral tradition says it
ated in
Bastrop ity with the Rev. John He: was the first church)
g the St. John's Colany, near Dale, St. John Missionary Baptist Church (1873)

metery/Zion Cemetery

ked up her children an
ed with another 13 familie:

Piney Janae 107 children:

anks, Patsic Southall,
d.

P o a8 Piney : gt ; A s sa ’
Gk e b e e ¢ ‘ d e Green’s Prairie Sayersville

foryearsafe to buil % ol . History: Built near the road to
p Swit, dehildren, and 14 3 é Red Rock, on the west side of the
s st grandchildren, 3 Colorado River, this colony existed
mov ||.,uu..-r.“ ies und t % Many of her descendents still 4 due to the aid of local surveyor, Toncure.

across Hwy 05 to what is now ille. Pleasant Hill Chure reside in St. John's Colony and sur- | Moncure allowed freed slaves to economically purchase

is not strictly a Freed y.
v settled by Caucasians. When the U.S,

g
cred e ot ,M l,",,,,, 5 government claimed 52,000 acres of Bastrop County for

active and in use rounding Bastrop and Caldwell o portions of acreage along Cedar Creek. Prices for this

tics. land ranged from 50 cents to $1.50 an acre. One of many ;’;’;“" o "“n:’""‘r““““ colony was forced to move
Famili s S § colonies along upper and lower Cedar Creek, the family b = d“‘"““' d:"’l families relocated to Sayersville
Families associated with this Colony: names listed below lived on the creek, but may or may not a9 and bullta nawlife thered

Anderson  Bellinger Clark have lived directly in the Green’s Prairie colony

Colis Ciberson. D Families associated with this Colony:
Flowers Haywood i F: associated with th Colon: Reese Williams
Jackson e i 4 S B S e
2 L derson Brocker Brown
Schools. Churches and Cemeteries: Clark Clayton Fran
Grimes School Hornsby Hutchens Johnson
M. Pleasant Baptist Church (1886) Jones McDonald Moore chools. Churches and Cemeteri
Union Chapel Baptist Church Roe Sampson Sanders Sayersville Negro School (@1903)
Haywood Cemetery Taylor Thompson Thomson New Hope School
Pleasant Hill Cemetery Thorne Williams Weeks Ford School
Piney Creek Cemetery (1866) Winston Whitney Yancey Magdalene School
Thomas Cemetery (1908) Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Schools, Churches and Cemeteries:

St. Lytton School




Cedar Creek Shiloh

Family

of Cedar Creek History

Families associated with this Colony

Schools, Churches and Cemeteries:

d Cemetes

Alum Creek

Chureh.

ald family standing in
 MeDonald Lane

Families associated with this Colony:
Haird Brooks Desh
" Jack Meleod
Roberts  Robertson Wilsan

Cottonwood Hickory Flat Schools, Churches and Ce

Creek Flementary

History
. M. Pleasant Baptist

History: Protestant Metho

Families associated with this Colony: Murray, Mr. Young, Richard McGee

Marsh Williams

Families associated with this Colony: Fami ted witk 3
Brown Hall Haywood
Hyder McGowan cr
Schools, Churches and Cemeteries: e Powell Turner White
Ockleberry

Williams Wilsan Wright
Yo

Schools. Churches and Ci
Schools, Churche:

Cottonwood School

County Common School

o ood Baptist Church

St. Paul Methodist Church— 183 Oak Leaf Farm, homeplace of Virgie and Oscar

McDonald. The house was destroyed by fire in 1970,




Hill’s Prairie

Settled by farmer slaves from the Hill Plantation,

Families associated with this Colony:
Clen a Hornsby
Houston ¥ Lincoln

Martin . Wask

Schools, Churches and Cemeteries:
Clearview Ele
Royston Sck
Antioch B
Antioch B ery (#18635)
¥ (@1865)

Slave cemet, 1 Woods Moore Plantation (#1850)

Watterson

[

HiStory: watterson community, located 1 miles south
Bastrop, was established about 1870, as freed slaves began
their old rmasters' planta
‘were from the Hill's Prairic area plantations, 3
purchased the first farm in 1873. Others bought small

ssociated with this Colony:

Haywood

Schools. Churches and Cemeteries:
Haywood Sche
Haywood Cemetery

Mount Olive

Families associat

Schools, Churche:
Flm Grove School
<h (1894)
ery (hetween 1875 and 1879)

Church. ext. 472

Craft’s Prairie

Established ab

the settlement was named after Jim Craft. Many of the
€5 came from the R. L. Rector plantal

Families associated with this ( olony:
Jones Lee Wilson
Jackson Rector

Schools. Churches and Cemeteries:

Primitive Baptist Church

Barton Hills
(Utley/Union Hill)

Built on Barton Farm property, Barton Hills
who primarily
owners. Hugh
esto
1 the
of the Colorado River an
church today

Families associated with this Colony:
Bell Collins  Hill
Hoodeye Humphrys Johnson
Jones MacKey  MeBride
Patton Story Yo

Schools, Churches and Cemeteries:
Union Hill School

Union Hill Missionary Baptist Church

Colorado Chapel Mt. Zion Chureh

on FM

ane Bell

was m ers migrated

to Bastrop County. The white Bells and their slaves

ally bought land and s
Ju

tled near the Sayers community

v " it “you are looking at u
house slave... me and never worked
fields.”
nembered all the slaves being
day and told they were free. She
struck out walking ... she
the fact that th

one June d:

Dogwood community

Sayer
noved to Barton Hills in her later years to liv

[y,

Pleasant Grove
~

History: Located four miles north of B , Pleasant
hed some time prior to 1879,
Although there were enough settlers to form churches
and a school, the community was neves
have population figures kept.

Grove w.

r large enough to

h this Colony:

Johnson  Thorne
ampson  Yaney

Schools, Churches and Cemeteries:
Elm Grove School
Mount Moriah Baptist Church (1879)

leasant Grove Presbyterian Church (1893)
ML Olive Baptist Church (1874)
Mt. Olive Cemetery

Mildred Bell

Mildred Bell participated in the Freedom Colanies
search project and was interviewed by Cristin Embree.
Following are some of Mildred's comments.

“My people were share farmers, poor folks, working from
sunup to sundown. We never did own any land in Bastrop
County. We bought this place 19505 [near Barton Hills] 40
acres, what we live on..

‘The Bells has land in the bottoms ... Barton Hills. In the
19205 black people around here did not own any lan

The Bells were the only black folks that bought

Bell was my husband's great grandmother.

They used to call it Barton ‘s Hills, it was all black folks,

they all work the land for the Bartons. There was a store. It
was kinda like a plantation but it wasn't called  plantation.

Excerps fom an ol nteryiew by Crnia Embeve i 209




\melia B t m " James Jackson
James was born in Louls]

t na, ws moved I
= - ol ATt erd u.....nm n he was about two. He and his two brothers |
= stolen and sold to Dr. Duval in Bastrop County. |
This quotation is a portion of an fn v |
g historical ties af African recorded in the 130's, when Mr. Juckss |
cans to the S 87 years old. |
“ When de slaves was was sho’ happy. Day e
got together u kin' of ¢ s 1ol dem if dey g

Richard Carruthers wanied tostay and el mak 3 e them

)
ay place to stay. Some tuk him up on dat
and stayed, but a lot of dem left der

Memphis, TN, and was brough Me and my brother, we started walkin® to Austin. *
after he and his mother were purch
1 walked to by Rilly Coats.
away...| stayed

“When I was 21 and some
more, I don’t know jus’ how ‘

old, I was a free man. That the
day 1 shouted. We niggers AN
scattered like partridges.” = : ‘

James Burleson

Born in 1852, Ja Vils slave on the Jonathan
Burleson F Bastrop County.

v Coleman Thomas
unty on the
in 1850
is a portion of an interview
orded in the 1930, when Mr. Burleson was
86 years old.

“1kin remembah when I was set free. It was Mistres:
Naney dat called my mmymlu-r.m.d-.md “Emiline,
e lak me.’
Us miggers was aet froe on June 10, 1865, We
dat we was goin’ to git sixty acres and a mule. We n — ——
did git ...nmu lak that. “But’, de slaves asked de Robert Prout
re we goin’ to do? We ain't got no place

- . Den one day he got killed. Dis was about six
Harriett Robinson months after slavery.
Robert was born in Alabama in 1850.
about four, he and his parents were purchased by Dr. e “I think dat some folks killed him in de brush. De reason
Hu on. Jr. and brought to Bastrop County. Colorado River in 1842. dey killed him was ‘cause he was out gittin’ up some
on taught his slaves to read and write. attle. T don't remembah if dey was his or not.

to go to. Harriett was born in Bastrop County on the

here and he gather my crops. You'll get

paid foc it.* Dey helped himm gather his crops This quotation is a portion of an inter:
He give mammy four dollahs a month fo’ cookin

He fed her chillun

5 years old.

“I stayed home now and helped mammy. 1 donie dis untl
Twas about twenty-two...den I got married.

I never did know much o{an)’lhmx but fahmn’, 1

never did git no learnin’...t kain't read now and I kain't
write my own name.”

recorded in the 1930, when Mr. Prout was

This quotation is a portion of an interview | recorded in the 1930's, when Mrs. Robinson was
|

87 years old.

cedom, we was told by Yankees dat we was goin
0 git 40 acres, & home and a mule...we never did get no 1 i ;
foty saces purtesh \»h‘mu\\ql:-n:\r_::gmnl “After the war, Master Colonel Sims went to git the mail

cnough to help dere ex-slaves git a staht by givin' ‘em 2d s0 he call Daniel Ivory, the overseer, and say to him,
some land, hosses and milk cows. ‘Go round to all the quarters and tell all the niggers to
In some pahts in Texas some ob g come up, 1 got a paper to read to ‘em. They're free now,
de mawsters tried to make de 5 50 you kin git you another job, ‘cause I ain't got no more
e 3 SRk Wy owis
e e “Niggers came up from the cabins nappy-headed, jest lak
(s g Ao : they gwine to the field. Master Colonel Sims say, ‘Caroline
and a lot ob dem made good Pty \ (that's my mammy), you as frec as me...So you go on and
success obit. Aot ob ‘em got n . work and Il pay you and your three oldest chillum
schoolin’ and | < > 1 $10.00 a month a head and £4.00 for Harriett,’ that's me,
nd done somethin’ cse and then b turned tothe st and ey, Now al you'ums
will receive $10.00.a head tll the
crops is laid by
Don’ you know before he got ha'f way
'ro0’, over half them niggers was
gone.”




Albert Jones

Green Springs

History:

Families associated with this Colony:

Schools. Churches and C

Union Chapel Church
Sol-Wright Cemetery

If you have any information about
Freedom Colonies in Bastrop
County or if you want to request the
exhibit for display, please contact
Dock Jackson, President of the Kerr
Community Center/ Board Member
of the Bastrop County African-
American Cultural Center

(512) 308-2213




