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SBAC COMPANY SUMMARY

Mission
The SBAC is a non-partisan, member-driven organization that
promotes the success of small businesses through political advocacy,
support services and educational programs. We are laser-focused on
formulating and fighting to pass policies that support small
businesses and local communities.

What We Believe

The success of a small business is a critical component of the
nation’s economic well-being.
In order to ensure a fair and level playing field, small business
must have a powerful and united advocacy voice at the local,
state and federal level.
Through cooperative networking, idea sharing and education,
small business can flourish.

Why We're Here Today
As Illinois’ fall legislative session approaches, legislators should
prioritize the two important policies herein. The next 3 weeks will be
crucial to moving these policy initiatives forward. The small business
community has an oversized voice when we work together.
Let’s make it happen!
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HB 4993
RELIEF FOR LOCAL CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Local chambers of commerce support small businesses. They provide educational resources, connect businesses
to potential customers, and play a pivotal role in fostering economic development in local communities.
Chambers were largely excluded from the financial relief offered through our state. It is policymakers support the
chambers that support the small business community by establishing a grant program for chambers which have
been devastated by the pandemic.
House Bill 4993 will provide grants for local chambers to help them recover from the pandemic. These grants will
equal two months of lost revenue, or 1/6th of their annual lost revenue, from 2019 to 2020. The total allocation for
this entire program is 5 million dollars out of over 8 billion in federal ARPA money. This legislation passed out of
the Illinois House earlier this year and the fall session is when this program should be adopted and funded by
policymakers.
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GRANTS TO LOCAL CHAMBERS
House Bill 4993 provides for grants to local chambers that have lost
revenue because of the pandemic. Specifically, the bill provides
chambers with grants that total two months of lost revenue from 2019 to
2020. These funds will be crucial to the recovery and resurgence of local
chambers across Illinois.
ILLINOIS HOUSE PASSES LEGISLATION
HB4993 was passed by the Illinois House last legislative session and
already has 15 sponsors in the Senate. The bill should be passed when
legislators re-convene or in the alternative, an allocation of funding for
this program should be included in the budget.

SMALL BUSINESS COMMUNITY RECOVERY
Over 70 chambers of commerce have expressed the need for this
legislation by supporting this legislation. Chambers remain dedicated to
continuing their efforts to foster the recovery of small businesses and
communities.

We are calling on Illinois legislators to pass House Bill 4993 or in the alternative, allocate a total of
$5 million for the entire program focused on supporting struggling chambers across Illinois. Given
that Illinois received over $8 billion in ARPA funding, this allocation should be made to support the
chambers which support the small business community.
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HB 3215
THE SAFER COMMUNITIES & SMALL BUSINESS ACT
Illinois businesses are struggling to hire qualified employees, impacting their operations and recovery
from the pandemic. The unemployment rate among formerly incarcerated individuals is extremely high.
This undermines public safety and contributes to high recidivism rates.
House Bill 3215 can support small businesses that hire returning citizens, save our state millions each
year and create long-term revenue. This legislation will provide crucial on-the-job training to formerly
incarcerated Illinoisans and supplement the workforce. The legislation can foster economic growth in
disadvantaged communities.
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TAX INCENTIVES FOR SMALL BUSINESS
HB 3215 would create tax incentives for small businesses that hire and
provide on-the-job job training to formerly incarcerated citizens.

WAGE SUBSIDIES
HB 3215 creates wage subsidies for businesses that hire formerly
incarcerated individuals to facilitate the entry of returning citizens back
into the workforce.
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ILLINOIS ECONOMY
Not only will HB 3215 support small businesses and formerly incarcerated
individuals, but it will also save significant money in reduced
reincarceration costs and increase revenue for the state through the
income and sales taxes paid by returning citizens.

PUBLIC SAFETY

62%

When individuals returning from incarceration become stably employed,
their risk of recidivism drops by 62%. HB 3215 can reduce crime and
improve public safety.
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SBAC in the News
Initiative

Date

Legislation to support small businesses
and formerly incarcerated individuals and
improve public safety in Illinois

10/20/2022

Voice of Change: New Illinois legislation
would help people find jobs after prison

9/21/2022

To Reduce Labor Shortages, Chicago Tries
to Ease the Path from Prison into Jobs

9/12/2022

Our Chicago: Former IL inmates
getting help staying out of jail and on
the job

8/28/2022

Why the Safer Communities & Small
Business Act (HB3215) provides a
solution to improve public safety

8/9/2022

The Safer Communities & Small
Business Act would provide support
for Illinois small businesses and
formerly incarcerated people
Advocating during the fall legislative
session

Media

8/4/2022

10/16/2022
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Downtown Springfield

Contact Information

Omari:
Elliot:
Patti:
Scott:

312.420.8503
847.380.4900
773.459.3301
312.543.3944

3033 N Clark Street, Chicago, IL
www.sbacil.org
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