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Paving the road for safe driving

re you womed about somecne’s dov-

ing? One of the most difficult decisions
how to deal with a patient or loved one who has
a medical condifion or is taking medications that
may have affected themr ability to dove safely.

Many medical conditions such as dementia,
heart disease and disbetes can affect doving
someone’s ability to dove. Even when no single
condition is severe, several conditions can com-
bine to make a person unsafe to dove. When a
person is unsafe to drive, that person nust stop
drving. The problem 15 n knowmng when to stop.
and Founder Melanie Henry leamed m 2017
about DrveABLE being one of the world’s
accurate information about the safety of medi-
cally atmisk dovers. She mmmediately recog-
to her hometown in Pleasanton. The business
opened the doors in October 2019.

Melanie amived in the United States from
Amstralia in 2007 and experienced many adjust-
ments, meleding driving on the “nght” side of the
road. Her expenence working with older adults
through the Senior Support Propram of the To-
Walley, and as a doving school instiuctor pives
her an additional sensitivity to ddovers who are
facing a possible transition away from drving.

“At the Dover Cognitive Assessment Center
(DCAC), we provide the answer for the sensi-
and their fanmlies when they are seeing a change
m doving skills and are concemned about ther
loved ones fitness to drve,” said Melame.

“I see my busmess as a commumty service,
helpmg to make the Bay Area a safer place to
dnve. Our goal 15 to help identify imsafe dovers
and to protect safe dovers from musidentifica-
tion,” sad Melame. “We pnde ourselves on our
compassion, care and sensitivity shown to our
clients and famihies. We understand this can be
a stressful experience for everyone mvolved and
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we support our clients to
complete the assessment
to the best of their ability.”

At DCAC, their qualified
staff engages the medically
at-nsk dover m a two-part
process. Not all drvers wall
need both assessments.

Through an m-office
computenized cogmtive
assessment, designed to
specifically test the mter-
action of mental processes necessary for doving
avehicle. Using touch sereen technology and a
simple three-button input. No mouse. No age
limut No expenence 1s necessary. Providing
fair and accurate information about the safety of
your loved ones and other road users.

A behind-the-wheel funetional assess-
ment m an instroctor (dual-control) wvehicle.
Scientifically validated and designed to cogni-
tively challenge the driver, this evaluation pro-
vides an opportunity to demonstrate real world
driving ability.

“My mantra about drover safety has become: it
takes a village,” said Melanie. Having a baseline
assessment helps to gmde the conversation,
supports the family and physician with their
drivers may need to stop doving for a specified
peniod of time while ther medical condifion or
medications are managed. When they resume
drnving, their confidence in ther own doving
skills is restored, the family womes less and
other road users will be safe.

Call DCAC at 925-249-5047 if you have
concerns and would ke to schedule a dov-
mg assessment. By appomtment only, Monday
through Foday and weekends. For more
mformation, please visit our website at www.
deacbayarea.com.
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