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Paxson shares reflections on the chamber’s 75th anniversary

he Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce, one of the most

engaging and successful chambers in the Bay Area, is

celebratingits 75th anniversaryin2021,andiscommemorating
the occasion with a variety of captivating stories, news articles,
and reflections from community leaders. James Paxson, 2015
board chair and current General Manager of Hacienda, shares his
experience of being involved with the Pleasanton Chamber.
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“One of my earliest memories
of working at Hacienda and in
Pleasanton was participating in the
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce’s
Economic Development Committee
which, at that time, was being held
in Geoff Etnire’s office and chaired
by Brad Hirst. What was
particularly memorable
about these meetings
was how engaged the
community was in issues
related to Pleasanton’s
economic health and
vitality. Month after
month, the room was
packed with people who
were clearly committed
to the community and to
making Pleasanton a bet-
ter place; all of which made quite
an impression on this new arrival.
Set against a sweeping backdrop of
Pleasanton through the windows,
dozens gathered together to engage

James Paxson
General Manager,
Hacienda

in practical problem solving, policy
development and the creation of
ideas to help make the city function
well and to provide its citizenry
with the components it needed to
thrive: quality infrastructure, great
neighborhoods, excellent schools, a
stellar environment and
first-rate amenities.
Time and time again
since, I have repeated-
ly witnessed this same
spirit of commitment
to Pleasanton by these
people and others that
I first met through the
Pleasanton Chamber of
Commerce. This dedica-
tion to Pleasanton as a
place is not common in
my experience and it really speaks
to me of a shared set of values that
is expressed regularly and in so
many ways; an expression that has
made working in Pleasanton all

Ooma Office

this time a real pleasure. No mat-
ter what the circumstance, when
there is something that needs to be
addressed, the community comes
together and sees that it happens.
So often, the convening force or
common thread to that collective
response has been the Pleasanton
Chamber of Commerce through
their active civic engagement and
care for those things that make
Pleasanton, Pleasanton.

When I finally had the honor
of chairing the Chamber’s Board
of Directors, I was struck with a
very strong sense of “standing on
the backs of giants”. While some-
what daunting, I was also decid-
edly comforted by the idea that
I was taking part in something
that was bigger than myself. This
spirit of participation in a collec-
tive effort has been one of the
most rewarding parts of being a
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce

Simple, straightforward business
phone and internet setup.

In 1982, an ordinance was passed approving the first phase of Hacienda.
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During the 1980s, Pleasanton experienced tremendous growth, not only in

Hacienda, but with chamber membership as well.

member all these years. Happy been with you through much of
Birthday Pleasanton Chamber of your seventy-five years and look
Commerce. I am proud to have forward to many more to come!”

Ooma Office enables you with a host of features your typical

carrier can’t offer. The best part? Your monthly pricing

never changes.

Never miss an opportunity.

Callers will never hear a busy signal with our virtual receptionist. You can automatically

route, and message them with info such as directions, hours, and promos.

Work from anywhere.

anywhere you are.

Reduce costs.

Whether you’re using our smartphone app, desktop app (Pro) or both, your business is

Flat rate monthly user pricing is all inclusive. Unlimited calling to U.S., Canada, Mexico,

and Puerto Rico. Includes a free conferencing line and toll-free number.

€€ Mobile App is wonderful. It allows me to be in the office while away from the office. | get
calls as if I’'m sitting in front of my desk. It allows me to call customers as if | was physically

at work. Caller ID shows the business phone also! | love it!! 33
- Daniel Chiu | DC Dental Group
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Special Offer.

Receive a $50 Amazon eGift Card
when you sign up!

Purchase by August 1, 2021

Ooma Office, the #1rated
business phone service
8 years running.
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Get a free consultation.

Laura.Nava@ooma.com
925-659-3064




