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Ice cream with a

Takens Family continues the legacy
of Pleasanton’s Meadowlark Dairy

he Meadowlark Dairy was
Tfounded more than a cen-

tury ago, on 153 acres on
Foothill Road in Pleasanton by
Walter Briggs Sr. It was the first
certified dairy in California.

Jannes and Janna Takens immi-
grated to the United States from
Holland after World War II and
moved to Berkeley. Eventually, the
Takens settled in Pleasanton and
began working on the farm where
Alviso Adobe Community Park is
today.

In 1958, the Takens signed a
10-year lease for the Dairy and
eventually bought it. In 1968, the
680 freeway was going to be built,
so the Takens moved the cows from
Pleasanton to Tracy and built a
milk processing plant at 57 W. Neal
Street, where the Dairy remains
today.

The Dairy has been a drive-
through since it opened in July
1969, replacing the former drive-
through Dairy on Foothill Road.
Jannes and Janna’s son Bruce and
his wife Patti took over the busi-
ness in the 1980s, and they are the
ones responsible for starting the
soft serve ice cream cones that are
still wildly popular to this day.

After running the Dairy for more
than 30 years, Bruce and Patti
turned things over to their son Jesse
and his wife Kelsey in 2017. The
third-generation, husband and wife
team from the Takens Family was

GOLD

OMmRON

MEDICINE

N

workday.

amazon [IA%‘

PRODUCTIONS

&% KAISER PERMANENTE.,

Stanford | Health care

Tri-Valley

no stranger to the business. “I was
14 and Kelsey was probably 16
when we started working there,”
said Jesse.

“I think I knew pretty early on,
maybe age 9 or 10, that that’s what
I wanted to do,” said Jesse. “I'm
not a great student, and for what-
ever reason this piqued my interest.
I like to talk to people, and if you
ask anyone that works here, they’ll
tell you I'm always the one that’s
holding up the line.”

Jesse can be found at the Dairy
every day during the week and
every other weekend, while Kelsey
does more of the behind-the-scenes
work, making sure bills are get-
ting paid and tracking payroll. The
couple also stays plenty busy with
their three kids, ages 10, 5 and 3.

The Dairy currently has 115 part-
time employees, a large number of
which are local high school stu-
dents. The most tenured staff can
be found working midweek during
the day. “I can’t even call them
old,” Jesse says of his few college-
aged workers.

“For most of these kids, this is
their first job,” said Jesse. “I’ll be
the first to admit, at 15, I didn’t
know a whole lot. But we have
a system that helps guide them.
They’re all eager to work and
they’re happy to be here.”

Open daily Monday through

(continued on page 8)

|0
PBluckh Tio

TRANSPORTATION WORLDWIDE

. T
HACIENDA €8

S,

SAFEWAY.

TOSHI

Catalyst e Convener ¢ Champion

D . . The Clorox
Scorreone #United | CEIED & & Comeary
HERITAGE

ROBSON & HOMES

— Pleasanton y WBEp MANAGEMENT CORPORATION s o S The Fine Avt of Banking”
Garbage J\V O
- ’p 0
Service, Inc. ( CIRCLE o/ INFLUENCE ‘(GI P @ fﬁ%{ 't P q'NOI] EﬂEﬂg A
\ © 4 PE L
o C
:-*;- S f A / uet® ‘,)) PROSOM NUS REAL PROTECTION, INC.
7 oaje énerlca \ SLEEP TECHNOLOGIES Durname saysitall
redit Union =

Leading Innovation >>>

§V U/

=

PLEASANTON
CHAMBERo
COMMERCE

May 2023

INSIDE

TR

A

side of milk

Meadowlark Dairy

Pleasanton
Young Professionals

Benefits of membership
Next generation workforce

Gracie Custom Creations
PUSD Adults with Disabilities

Internships
Much Ado About Pizza
& x =
Jesse and Kelsey Takens (on the left) with their children Grace, Caleb and Mochiholic
Mason along with Bruce and Patti Takens (middle) and Katie and Mike Talton Good Morning Maxwell
with their daughter Jaeda. ) )
) Little Miracles

Pleasanton Grocery Outlet

Accardo Financial
& Insurance Services

Membership Anniversaries

Sustainability Internships

Crown Trophy
Small Business Award

Ribbon Cuttings

The soft-serve ice cream cones at the Dairy are a popular treat with vanilla,
chocolate, orange and strawberry available year round. Additional flavors are
also introduced on a weekly basis.
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