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Angelica Creek Park 



City of Reading reached a settlement for resolution of 

allegations of chronic water pollution violations at the 

wastewater treatment facility. 

 

Settlement required; 

• Rehabilitation of Wastewater Treatment Plant, and 

• Fine or EPA Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP) 

Angelica Creek Park 



 

Why Angelica Creek Park? 

 

1.   Dam Breach (Angelica Lake Park) 

2.   High Sediment Loads into Schuylkill River 

3.   Proximity to Wastewater Treatment Plant 

4.   Reduced Recreational Opportunities 

5.   Location for Environmental Education 

Angelica Creek Park 



Why Angelica Creek Park? 

Angelica Creek Park 

ANGELICA 
LAKE 



July 2001 

Exposed Lake Bed 

BOAT 
HOUSE 

Tropical Storm Allison (June 23, 2001) drops 8 inches 

of rain in 24 hours in Southeast Pennsylvania. 

Angelica Lake No More! 

 



1994 2004 



Angelica Creek Park 
SEP Design Goals 

1. Remove excess sediment and stabilize site. 

2. Restore 2000 ft of stream corridor. 

3. Create wetland habitat (two 1.0 ac sites). 

4. Create 50.0 ft of riparian buffer on both banks. 

5. Create 3.0 ac of floodplain meadow and 0.5 ac fishing pond. 

 

Additional Goals:  

• Pedestrian trails and boardwalks 

• Habitat enhancement features (wood duck and bluebird boxes, 

bat boxes, and perching structures).  

• In-stream habitat (rock & log vanes, riffles, and root wads). 

• Designated outdoor classrooms, benches.  





Construction Begins 
January 2007 
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Invasive Species 
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Invasive Species Management 
 

Public Works & WWTP Facility Crews 

• Mowing & Tree Removal 

 

Berks County Conservancy 

• Chemical Treatment & Manual 
Pulling 

 

Alvernia University/Albright College 

• Student Interns 

• Environmental Education 
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 Angelica Creek Park 

Laminated 

cheat sheet 

for identifying 

and treating 

invasive 

species 
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Trail Maintenance 





 

 Angelica Creek Park 

Trail Management 
Relocate trail sections outside of 

riparian corridor. 

 

Replace course aggregate, install 
gravel bars to shed runoff off 
trails. 

 

Stop use of wood chips for meadow 

trail 

 



Angelica Creek Park 
Trail relocation = riparian habitat 

     enhancement 



 

 Angelica Creek Park 

Wetland 1 - Hydrology 



 

 Angelica Creek Park 

Wetland 1  - Diversion Inlet 

Lowered 4ins to increase flood 

frequency & duration 

in December 2011 



Wetland Surface 

Wetland Surface 

Provided by Dr. David Osgood, Albright College 



 

 Angelica Creek Park 

Wetland 1 – July 2013 
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Take home messages 

1. Know the capabilities of maintenance staff 

 

2. Consider how the public will use space (access 
and high traffic areas) 

 

3. Be prepared to fine tune design (selling vision to 
the public)  

Xavier Riva, A.D. Marble & Co. 
xavier@admarble.com, 484-533-2568 

www.admarble.com 


