\ . ) el - g el 0 . ] = s ( — I S ( < I R A L i s OBy R 3
o . - A-5 Awell preserved homestead is found - A-5 S Sl B e S Q'l Spring Mtn~ 8 P f _
) - " here. Its history is being researched. It took i e 3 oSN T — T - ) ( C - -
' \ ~—_ alot of courage to move here at the turn of —IA-7 ’ VN ‘ -
\ the century to this isolated spot. \ i ([ < o
s j “ 3 | ( { (
| ? 25.5 mi Dby NS
b b ‘ \ \ \“ R A-7 This is the height of land. A good side
} N R AT B | trip is along a decent road to the south which
“ P ) / / - { follows a narrow ridge. There are magnificent
. R \ A e L . views. To the north is Oil Spring Mountain, a~
L § (4 O B . ~) /| Wilderness Study Area.
e : N Drainages NG | Oy DS S - , .
- ~Y AW 2 N Trails o LRI Aasl/// [~ ) ; S ~
el L. o (| ‘,} (TN Roads : (g L LSO~ e S ‘.,,,,_ Ny | N .
4 A-4 The Evacuation Creek area was 3 N Highways ) N LA =Y\ TN N e / ! -
homesteaded at about 1900. There is ) ¥ N s 4 ] \V L S WA ~~ A-6 Just beyond the curve there is a two-
one operating ranch left in this very R AEY County ' \ /) ‘\ track to the south. Follow it about a mile ¢ !
_ isolated area. The owner is a good ; ] | ‘ \ [ / N\ \ ‘\ iy and a half to a spring that is in the process®
steward of the land. | \} \‘u NN 200ft contours /- / Y (¢ ) LA of being restored and protected. A hundred P
) ( ) ! ‘ \ LA \ Access N . [l |\ R s yards beyond the spring is an open area .
} ( \ Uk N\ ‘ : Public ) | J])/) 1] ’ N ) which Rangely folk used as a primitive
-/ ’ e S~ ) , AV LY : camping area for many years. BLM has SN
e~ - , ; - « \ L 00 e - Private AN BY; N . installed an outhouse here. N —
- | /4 e < _ - \ . g‘ | s | N2 J [ ‘\ V (| / = / : / [
~ L. ) < s N | <. ( ~y | ) |
— EI ~Rio BlancoCo -, | ) AR — =
: ’;\J> Nir=C (S5 ) (AN ] =% © N\ L\ S _ e J
X/l  Garfield Co . 7778\ U & S e 2N . - "
¥ : M T B , N
{1 I | f / — — i
\\ ( ] 7( iw ‘ 7:' - ' : P \‘k‘
1§ IRY \ ‘ A-4 = .

stern White Rive

A-3 The trail here generally follows the 3
[ bed of the abandoned Uintah narrow == =
gauge railroad which hauled gilsonite = 1

[( = \ rom the mines further to the north west. '
| \ '  Note the sharp turns andsteep grades /
~ ’ and look for ruined trestles and other ~NIAN\EET
railroad remnants. V(™
|“ R b A = = Vit
. A-2 Columbine Spring is located here a \ ) 0/ ) s ) o
: short distance off the trail. Itis on private ) SR D “‘ P 3 Smeeme '
property, but the owner, Jon Hill, has given . | 0 ‘ “‘ )/
permission to visit the spring. No camping v ~) YEENAW;
B  is permitted. Ut o S 3 S
o g “‘x / === 17
t\ “‘ \ (‘\’\" =
= WP | P NV - e 3
= o 7 { ( o = o
_ Baxter Pass : Ny s ey n
Sections A B = = NV - o . A-1 The Colorado Plateau Mountain Bicycle - ; ‘( ”
e i VLSS v \( dilg i & Association intends to make a trail connection |
o ) L i A-1 AR TN from the Kokopelli Trail to the top of Baxter | |
a joint project of: e 0 W - \ TSN Pass. A kiosk will be located at this point.
Colorado Parks | ‘ o o
The Bureau of Land Management = J \ ‘ /
The Town of Rangely Sy r - 4 | _ (
Colorado Northwestern Community College ‘ . / = \ _ . [ ] _ — — ! _—
o \ \/ ‘ / -~ = - _ | Rl - B =
o \ N\ = A== - ]
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N S ZOOft ContourS _f Y \ C-5 At this location at the top of a cliff is a Fremont ruin know as the Texas
) N4 ) o v/ ) Creek Overlook. Where the trail takes a sharp turn to the west after it crosses
fACCGSS N ' ) !: /L // alarge draw, there is a road to the to the east. Follow it about a half mile to an
. . ~ 2R N S = "~ intersection. Turn north and go about a hundred yards. There will be a two-
Public A‘\‘,,*"J S/ L/ track to the east. At this point look northeast to the top of the cliff. You will
Private ‘ el ) f\ ) v see a log against_the sky sticking up_out of a rock walled l:uin. F_oIIow the
NS o 72 ! <1 two-track about fifty yards to where it ends. From there either circle to the
-0 S S iro St . west and then climb a ridge to the east that eventually takes you to the ruin
‘ i or head directly to the cliff below the ruin. There is a break in the cliff just
east of the ruin that can be negotiated.
~.. The approach to the ruin from the top of the cliff is along a narrow ledge and
g _ through a hole in the rock barely large enough for passage by a human.
" The ruin dates to about 1200 AD when the Fremonts were apparently under
stress and had dispersed to highly defensible locations.

( , 1 / = L~ /' 5 Y% ‘ S
N - e - 7 \ ‘ ) J ‘
= . : 7 ) \,
S B - ( (r"
LA s N S it AL S R . VA / Sections C D
C-1 If you continue straight northwest at this intersection, i - = ( 2 J
in about 3.3 miles you will encounter the ghost town of Dragon. o b £k /' S | \ / [ == Ma joint project of:
There is little left of the town; there is only one building standing. = | ¢ =] | 7 W _IE%OlOBradO F’affkﬁ -
The old cemetery in the town is worth visiting. Dragon was - ; e Thee T‘g;i“o?Rai’;ely anagemerrt ‘
was abandoned when the Uintah Railroad ceased operations in N Colorado Northwestern Community College [§
1939. Folks traveled to and from Rangely by means of Dragon i~/ PN i
Road in order to hop the railroad rather than traveling over 7 - L/
Douglas Pass. The Black Dragon Mine is nearby. Adisastrous |/ )
fire at the mine killed a number of miners. Gilsonite was mined /| /|

there as well as a number of other locations. Gilsonite is a hard i
black mineral found in narrow, deep veins in the rock. It was -
refined and used in such materials as paint, including the paint C 3
on Henry Ford's first automobiles. i

(N 1’7 .

(o

_\— C-2 and C-3 There are artesian springs at these two locations. ot \\ ‘\Te’xa‘sx I<(Itn"
~ /. They were restored and protected in 2001 by the Town of Rangely ~ | [ U N N\ VL
G and BLM with partial funding from Colorado State Parks. The e S
first is close to the trail; the second is about 200 yards off the trail Y i |

C-14 o but can be seen from the trail if one looks closely. There are ponds || - Uy

associated with each spring. - ¢ - E?

~ ! <~/ ]y ~ V. | 0/ 3 Sy, vy ] >

SN ,,,/' N s L . ( \ 5
" C-4 Alarge cave is located here about 100 yards |
" to the north of the trail. It was heavily used by .
Native Americans, but the extensive artifacts in &

~~— and near the cave were long ago removed.

7 o B Y % P " N — (A e (&} 4
| ! / A / \ \ N \ \ — N \
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* . e R N s 1D ) U T L B P E-4 To the east of the trail look for a high rock outcrop
S R R . m Ol (S ) Y NN )/ — ¢ on aknoll. The outcrop is some twenty-five feet above
Yy ) i ¥ 1) o6 the surrounding land. If you climb to the top of this
[ A ) i / outcrop, you will find a series of drilled holes. These A
ANV L -~ holes line up with the solstice and equinox. Over sixteen | {
0 = A ) o~/ of these archaeo-astronomy sites have been located in |
S N\ 7 the Rangely area. Some of the more sophisticated sites '
7 - ~ o2 LT . -0 lined up with planets and stars as well. Because stars have
B - — gl N < )/ < ‘ /' moved relative to our galaxy, it has been possible to date
_ Dralnages (o ; < LT " these sites. Most date back to the seventh and eighth
Trails 5 N ] \\ \ ) S I 0 N century. They were generally located close to or with L
- ) a LEALD™ C )7~ ( _ Vi- easy access from a Fremont Indian village. There was I A
Roads - e e ) N U L A RV a large village in the vicinity of this site that was ;
. — ) ’ N Y7 S excavated some years ago.

/ Highways S=) Sl S S A 1~ S
County ; "L/" ,,‘ J ) N\ TN N N Y. ‘ ~ | j/' G S

=
i

L . -

E-3 At this location north of the trail where
it crosses a bowl there is another carving by’
Paco Chacun and three petroglyph panels.

F | PR VAR % N T
) %) )/ E-2 There is a petroglyph panel khown aS the Crooks BN |

|

J

-

.~ 200ftcontours =~/ _ | <) " Brandsite. Itis a Ute Indian site; the Fremonts left the
. LA into the area at about that time or soon after and remained’ , -
,ff‘,_ACCGSS N ) T ( S o 3 until 1885 when they were removed to a reservation in S = .
P . - V) by )/ Utah. Itis called the Crook’'s Brand site because of a )L b -
. ublic 2 ‘
S ;S -~ the brand with the National Brand Register and found k e ) - J
WS e ./ " itwas a brand used by General Crook in the US cavalry PN ~
(73 S ~wars with the Sioux and plains Indians in the 1870's. S A
B i L 4 L./ | ~ , acarving of a church, on the cliff face above the panel N e 7» e '
i - K ; ~__thatis at ground level. To the south of this panel a short = - — .
o7 L ! A e sheepherder for many years in the early and middle Vel =/ ' \7":
) - > LA [ 1900's. He left a series of his carvings on the rocks ] € -
and trees of Rio Blanco County. There is a sigh on 5 ol E-1
track you encounter for about a hundred yards.
\"‘ ( - J [ 7‘] / ;, ¥ \ S [

D Canyon Pintado / y, A\ ___ area towards the end of the 13th century. TheUtes came "“ )
g w /o / brand carved into the figure of a horse. Years ago one = N )
N Private (o~ S L -, of the Rangely people who viewed the site checked out | b
\ > P - S :
od - J " Utes served as scouts for the cavalry. Acrobatic young g - <. iy
YA ) | - people report there are other petroglyphs, including Py Ii;f 5 e
7 ’ T - ) A ‘V\ ‘i \ distance is a cowboy saying carved into therockanda | B
e Y RNNOAN S A carving by Paco Chacun of a naked lady. Paco was a — 5 C (
_ RBC 25 identifying a side road to the site. Follow the > N I A~ 7
(/" Road a short distance and then bear north on the first o= }7 VA G

] - ¢ .~ E-1This pictograph and petroglyph panel known as the D ¥
o BN [/ 7 . Carrotman Site is on the National Register of Historic ,
1 ) ( Places. Itis a Fremont Indian Site from about 600 AD.
| , S ,‘ _/ Only the carrotmen pictographs can be seen clearly. At
\J / L 7 ‘ one time there were pretroglyphs of bighorn sheep, deer, |
>/ ) ) V(¢ S an owl, a corn maiden, and other figures, but these have
A AL eroded away. There is a sigh on RBC 25 identifying a
N/ side road to the site. Follow that road about a quarter f
> . of amile. Where the road crosses a swale, turn west and
| </ follow a footpath to the site.
\ v ) P )/ \, \ i r S (

E-5 There are a number of petroglyph panels

along this draw on the cliff faces to the north-

west. Where the trail enters the draw and turns
sharply southwest, there is a road to the north-

east down the draw. There are also other panels

on the cliff face to the northwest a short distance
down the draw. You must look carefully to find {
them as they are scattered and in most cases not Fa
readily seen from the trail or the road.
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Aa joint project of:
Colorado Parks
The Bureau of Land Management
The Town of Rangely

Colorado Northwestern Community College
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./ 200ft contours
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G-1 The Rangely Camper Park (RCP) is the cente
for the Western White River Mountain Bicycle Trails
Network. It has twelve RV spaces of which four have
power. There is plenty of space for tents. The Buck
‘'n Bull RV Park (675-8335), just east of Town on SH 64,
has tenting places and RV spaces, and the Silver Sage
RV Park (675-2259 or 675-8573), three blocks west of
the Rangely Camper Park on East Main Street, has RV
spaces. There are three motels on Main Street: 4 Queens
(675- 5035), The Guest (675-2257), and Budget Host Inn
(675-8461). There will be a kiosk at the Camper Park
with information about the trails network and other
attractions in the area. Additional information may

be obtained at the Rangely Area Chamber of Commerce
in the Rangely Municipal Building at 209 East Main
Street or by visiting the Town's web site at www.
rangely.com.
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Aa joint project of:
Colorado Parks

The Bureau of Land Management

The Town of Rangely

Colorado Northwestern Community College

( Z N~ N \ { ~—h

< 1-1 Where the trail leaves RBC 98, a side trip to the

— south along that county road may be worthwhile. It
skirts the rimrock overlooking the Raven Basin.
There are caves below the rimrock where it is said | |
that moonshine during prohibition days was distilled."

I-2 The Dinosaur National Monument headquarters
is located here. It has interesting exhibits and des-
criptions of the canyon part of the Monument.

/7 1-3 The Town of Dinosaur is a good place to stock

up and rest. It has a private RV Park south about
a half mile south on SH 64.
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