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La Grande’s Historic Homes

When the Grande Ronde Valley was settled

in the 1860s, the area of this tour was mainly
open grassy slopes with a few pine trees and
wetlands in the flat areas. La Grande’s original
settlement was several blocks south. The
original town site, platted in 1862, included
the pioneer campground at what is now
Birnie Park. It was bounded by First through
Fourth streets and A through D avenues. The
Oregon Trail became B Ave., and C Ave. was
the commercial street. The first homestead
cabin was built at what is now the corner of B
Ave. and Cedar St., marked with a memorial
monument.

With the arrival of the railroad in 1884,
settlement began to shift to the present
downtown adjacent to the rail yards. By

1900, homes were being built to the west of
downtown. The residential area expanded
onto the valley’s slopes through the 1920s,
seen in transitional architecture along the tour.
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Distance
2 miles

Time to Allow
2 hours

Best Time to Tour

The walking tour can be enjoyed any time of year.
Wear weather-appropriate clothing and bring water
on hot summer days.

Conditions
There are paved sidewalks along most of the tour.
Please use caution when crossing roads. There are

no restroom facilities along the route.

401 Washington

@%&S. m@w\\&\\
Chamber of
Commerce

207 Depot St.,, La Grande OR
541.963.8588 | 800.848.9969

Online visitor guide - VisitLaGrande.com
Union County trails & recreation - LaGrandeNaturally.com
Visitor & community info - UnionCountyChamber.org
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