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Geology

A combination of volcanic action, block faulting,
and glacier carving formed the Grande Ronde Valley
and the surrounding mountains. The result of all of
that earth moving is a diverse landscape—from arid
rangeland to lush forests, tumbling rivers to fertile
farmlands—framed with distant granite peaks.

Aeuniy mospuy

Millions of years
ago, large blocks
of rock gradually
folded and slid into
the earth, leaving
ragged cliffs of
Columbia River
Basalt standing
above the valley.
Now covered with
colorful lichen, the
cliffs guard the many creeks and rivers that tumble
from mountain top to valley floor. Glacial rock,
ground into loess and carried to the valley floor by

wind and water, makes up much of the rich soil that

is farmed in the Grande Ronde Valley.
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Distance
80 miles

Time to Allow
4-5 hours

Best Time to Travel
Spring through fall are best, but the road is
enjoyable all year round.

Road Conditions

Roads are paved and well maintained, with some
graveled sections. Extreme weather in the winter
may close some sections, so check with the Visitor
Center or visit tripcheck.com before setting out for

a winter drive.
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Chamber of

Commerce

207 Depot St., La Grande OR
541.963.8588 | 800.848.9969

Online visitor guide - VisitLaGrande.com

Union County trails & recreation - LaGrandeNaturally.com

Visitor & community info - UnionCountyChamber.org
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The .
Grande
Tour

Oregon Scenic Tour Route



