From City Council meeting . . . to the Business Council
Prepared by Rich Groves, Executive Director
North Kansas City Business Council
October 19, 2021

Note: As a reminder, the notes below represent topics that, in my judgement, might be of interest to the
business community. It does not include everything that was on the agenda.

Work Session – 6:00 p.m.
Re-Districting of Wards
The goal of this work session was to review alternatives for re-districting of wards which is required of every
governing body every ten years based on the every-ten-year U.S. Census. Wards must have nearly equal
populations and each must be in a contiguous area.
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Current ward boundaries established 10 years ago with current population are shown below. The population
distribution requires changes to make the wards more equal.

Several different alternatives were shown and explained. Final decisions must be made by December 7 after
public hearings. All of these options are available to view on the City’s website at the following link?
http://www.nkc.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=18077625
Interestingly, some of the areas which will have additional population with new apartment complexes are
currently “zero population” census blocks. But re-districting cannot be based on estimated future population.
It must use the population provided from the census in April 2021.
One of the City Council representatives drafted one alternative that separated the largest of the businesses in
separate blocks instead of all being concentrated in Ward 4.
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Regular Session
Agenda Topics
Water and Sewer Rates
These rates were reviewed in detail at a previous City Council work session. Contributing to the increases was
the decision by City Council to cease using the Gaming Fund to reduce the impact on customers – both
residential and commercial. Another impact is the increase in sewer rates imposed by the City of Kansas City
which processes sewer water for North Kansas City.
As steep as the increases are, North Kansas City will continue to have lower rates than surrounding
communities.
Proposed rates are as follows:

Public Hearing on Water and Sewer Rates
Jeff Bailey, Ingredion Plant Manager, explained that the full impact of the new rates over the next 5 years will
be an additional cost of $15.5 million. He pointed out that he and other executives at Ingredion will need to
plan accordingly. Ingredion is the largest customer of North Kansas City’s water and sewer services – more
than 50% of the total.
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Proposed rates were approved.
Acquisition of property needed for Burlington Complete Street project.
Certain properties between private properties and the east side of Burlington are needed to be able to
complete the infrastructure needed for construction of the Burlington Complete Street project.
Approved by a vote of 6 to 2.
Extension of Mask Mandate until November 20
It was clarified that the Mayor is empowered to terminate prior to that date but not extend the mask
mandate.
Motion approved by a vote of 5 to 3.
Public Art Mural on Exltube building on Burlington
Exltube requested consideration of putting a public art mural on the southern-most Exltube building on
Burlington. See the recommended mural below. Exltube offered to pay $20,000 and the City through the
Timothy C Crummett Family Charitable Fund would pay $35,000.

Approved for an easement and for the art work.
Staff Comments
Covid-19 Report from Dr. Reintjes at North Kansas City Hospital
Oct 13
Total Active COVID cases:
Total recovering COVID cases:
Total COVID patients in the ICU:
Total COVID patients on a ventilator:

26
21
7
4
4

Sept 29
35
19
16
11

Sept 15

Sept 8

41
25
16
14

41
18
19
15

NKCH is closely monitoring the increase of COVID cases affecting our community and we
continue to ask for all support to encourage those who are unvaccinated to get vaccinated. We will
continue to meet the healthcare needs of our community. Thank you.

The full agenda for this meeting with links to critical documents is available on the City’s website www.nkc.org
under the heading of Agendas and Minutes. As always, additional details about City Council agenda topics are
often available as attachments on the City’s website www.nkc.org and later as
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-6WpmTG2Ss part of the approved minutes.
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