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The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce has created a dedicated website to provide
local business hours/operations, state and local information, and health notifications to
assist you and the business community during the transition this unprecedented
pandemic. We will update this list as new information is available.

As we move within our respective Restore Illinois phase, area businesses will be able to
open again under specific circumstances. To help you and your business, the Chamber
has compiled a resource page of Business Guidance for Safely Reopening During
COVID-19. As guidelines change we will regularly update the information.

Please note, that we are not government experts, lawyers, or bankers; however, we will
certainly do our best to connect you the vital resources that you need at this time. If there
is anything missing, please let us know and we will see to it that you get the appropriate

information. Thank you.

Visit our Website

Restore Illinois

As McDonough County remains
in Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois
plan, we invite you to visit the
links below to keep up on the
latest reopening information and
resources.
To assist businesses and
employers with continuing to
implement the safety guidelines
and to ensure safety in the
workplace, the State of Illinois - Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity (DCEO) has developed a business toolkit complete with signage, training
checklists, and other resources to ensure business and activities are conducted in
accordance with the latest public health recommendations.



Phase guidelines are broken down by industry and several of them may directly apply to
your respective business or organization. These are intended to be a general set of rules
and may need to be further personalized to fit your employees and work environment.



Macomb Area Chamber DCEO



Executive Director Letter

Hello Chamber Members,

It is back-to-school time again and the usual buildup of
excitement and anticipation has been replaced by fear
and nervousness. Parents are worrying over whether
they should enroll their children in the in-person hybrid
model or online-only school; not to mention what to do
with their children when they are not in school.
Teachers, administration, and staff are worrying about
how to keep everyone, including themselves, safe. I
have no doubt that the Macomb School District will do
everything in their power to do the best for our
students, teachers, and school staff. Parents will do
what is right for their families and there is no wrong
decision, as every family has their own needs that should be respected.

I encourage you to give your employees plenty of grace and flexibility during this time. We
all want to get back to business as usual, but COVID-19 has made that difficult for now. Do
you have employees with K-12 students that are able to work remotely? If so, consider
offering them that option during off days if they do not have childcare. Or adjust shifts and
hours to align with their student’s schedules. Unfortunately, there are not a lot of childcare
options in Macomb to accommodate the large number of students who will be in need this
Fall. There are no ideal solutions for any parent of a K-12 student right now, so please be
understanding and try to work with your employees when you can do so.

Please continue to wear your mask and require your employees and customers to wear
masks. We are in this together and need to #maskupmacomb to keep our community
safe. Continue to practice and require proper hand washing, sanitation, and follow all the
necessary guidelines from the CDC and McDonough County Health Department.

There are still grant and loan options available out there if your business has been
affected by COVID-19, so please visit www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus for
more information.

As always, contact me at any time by emailing lauren@macombareachamber.com or
calling the Chamber office at (309) 837-4855. I always welcome your questions,
comments, and concerns.

Lauren Merritt
Executive Director
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce

Email Lauren



Marketing Director Letter

Hello,

You made it to August. And if we're honest with
ourselves, we're all still a little (or a lot) banged up and
bruised from the fight against COVID-19. We're tired, both
physically and mentally, from the constant
inconveniences and the last-minute changes of life right
now. We're struggling to be good people, good
employees, good parents, and good neighbors in a world
that simply doesn't feel good sometimes. We find
ourselves trying to do right by everyone, juggle it all, and
try not to drop the ball. We find the simplest tasks are
often the most challenging right now. We're all just over it!

By now, you're thinking this is a real downer of a letter, but we are simply saying:

We get you!

We get that those invoices may have sat unpaid. We get that you meant to schedule that
email blast. We get that a ribbon cutting feels a little weird. We get that you miss
handshakes and hugs. We get that Zoom meetings can be hard with kids in the
background. We get that you are just trying to keep the lights on, let alone pay the bills.
We get that the work days don't look the same and we offer understanding because

We get you!

While our community has weathered the storm with grit and determination, we know there
are some industries and businesses that have definitely felt the hard-hitting effects of
having to be shuttered for the past few months and we are here to help. Part of the
Chamber of Commerce mission is that we want to see our collective business community
thrive and we are committed to being a means for that to happen, now more than ever.
And we realize that starts with you and your needs, which no doubt have changed in the
last few months. Our office is here to meet those needs and adapt our services as best we
can because

We get you!

We are here to help. I am here to help. If you find yourself unable to know where to even
start when it comes to marketing your business as a Chamber member, I invite you to
reach out to me at any time. I would love to help walk you through the baby step ways to
get the word out about your business. You already pay the dues, so there is no better time
than now to take advantage of the resources we have waiting for you. No judgement. No
lectures. No expertise required. Let's work together so that we can get you back in the
game and off the sidelines because

We get you!

We are a resilient community and we know you are dedicated to your professions, so we
are still sending email blasts, promoting our members on social media, keeping it local
first, and helping you to market your business in new and innovative ways. And if you
simply need a place to talk it all through, reach out to us because

We get you!

Please send all content, questions or concerns to me via email at
shay@macombareachamber.com and I will be happy to connect you with the resources
you need. Thank you.

Be well and be well to others.



Shay Holland
Marketing Director

Email Shay



The City of Macomb

The City of Macomb is actively working with several local
agencies and state authorities to provide the clearest and most
up-to-date information for all citizens. To find a list of resources,
visit their website.

City of Macomb Mayor Mike Inman is also routinely sharing
COVID-19 updates via a series of YouTube videos which can be
viewed on Facebook and via the City of Macomb YouTube
channel.

City wide clean up
The City of Macomb and
Waste Management request
the assistance of the citizens
of Macomb in the Spring City-



Wide Clean Up Aug 10 - 13,
2020 with a second pickup on
the Monday route on Aug 17.
Residents should place their
refuse and trash curbside no
earlier than 48 hours before
their regular garbage pickup day. Clean up begins at 6 am on your normal pick up day.
For complete details, visit the city website.

City of Macomb - Website

City of Macomb - YouTube

McDonough District Hospital

McDonough District Hospital is working with the McDonough
County Health Department, McDonough County Emergency
Services, and Disaster Agency during the COVID-19 crisis

For the latest updates and specifics on drive thru screening
hours, elective operation updates, and health safety practices
please view the MDH website below.

MDH.org



CDC.gov



Business Assistance

Under the direction of Governor JB Pritzker, the Illinois
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity is
working with partners to launch emergency assistance
programs for Illinois small businesses. These initiatives
include Illinois Small Business Emergency Loan Fund, and Downstate Small Business
Stabilization Program, Small Business Administration Disaster loans, Economic Injury
Disaster Loans Advance Grants, and Paycheck Protection Programs.

We will continue to email the latest business resource updates to you as they are
available. We urge you to research your options carefully; however, note that many of
these resources are time sensitive and require applications be submitted by set state and
federal deadlines.
For business assistance resources, please visit our website.

Macomb Area Chamber

Announcements & Opportunities

WIRC



Recent scholarship by educators and activists who share a deep concern and
commitment to equity and justice can help readers comprehend a world that continues to
allow excessive violence against African Americans. Their work not only explores the roots
of that violence, but also shares an understanding of the humanity of the persons who are
especially hurt by that violence, an understanding that leads them to compassion and
empathy. Since all members of our community have a responsibility to help make justice,
equity, and diversity a reality, you may find these works of interest and value. Though by
no means exhaustive, together, they cover a wide span of historical research, explore
personal narratives, analyze ideological positions, examine approaches to communicating
across differences, and ask readers to evaluate attitudes and perspectives based on
unconsciously absorbed racist beliefs. Some underscore the historical context that has led
us to this moment while others offer pragmatic guidance as we strengthen our ability to
respond to every member of our community (and world) as, first and foremost, human. 
We welcome additions to this list based on readers own experience and needs.

Compiled and annotated by CoDirectors of the Illinois Association for Cultural Diversity
Dr. J. Q. Adams, Faculty Emeritus, Western Illinois University
Dr. Janice R. Welsch, Faculty Emerita, Western Illinois University

Reading List Dr. Adams Email Dr. Welsch Email

Late Civil Rights leader makes big impact
Local leaders held a brief wreath laying ceremony in mid-July to
honor the late Reverend C.T. Vivian, a nationally renowned civil
rights leader. Vivian grew up near the 700 block of East Adams
Street in Macomb. The lot, which is currently empty, may
become the future sight of a community center and park.

The idea of building a center of civic and social engagement
was announced nearly two years ago by Byron Oden-Shabazz,
President of the McDonough County Branch of the NAACP.
Oden-Shabazz said he will pursue grants and other funding
sources to pay for the project.

Vivian devoted his life to bringing about change through non-violent means.Cordy Tindell
Vivian was born in Missouri. His family moved to Macomb when he was young, hoping to
provide him a better education. Vivian attended Western Illinois University before heading
to Peoria to help integrate a diner. In the 1950s he joined forces with the Reverend Martin
Luther King, Jr. and served as one of King’s top advisors.
Vivian died on July 16 in Atlanta, Georgia. He was 95.

Oden-Shabazz stated, “This man is known all over the world for his work. And to say we
have a park and a center dedicated C.T. Vivian would do a lot for Macomb.”

McDonough County NAACP



Community commits to

Ten Shared Principles
The Macomb City Council
gathered together to on July
20 to watch a virtual
discussion featuring civil
rights activist Ibram Kendi.
The hour-long discussion,
watched by over 15,000
people. touched on multiple
topics about race and
community relations.

Following the Zoom meeting,
law enforcement officers from McDonough County, the Illinois State Police and other
community leaders met outside City Hall to sign the Ten Shared Principles, a set
document committing to the preservation of life for all during encounters between the
community and police.. President of the Illinois NAACP, Teresa Haley, Illinois NAACP
Criminal Justice Chair, Robert Moore and ILACP Executive Director Ed Wojcicki were also
in attendance.

These principles have been in the area since 2018 when Western Illinois University’s
Office of Public Safety and the Macomb Police Department both signed them in 2018.
They were joined on Monday by the McDonough County Sheriff’s Office, Illinois State
Police, Colchester Police Department and the Bushnell Police Department to make
McDonough County one of only three counties in Illinois (the other counties being
Sangamon and Kankakee) to adopt the principles among every law enforcement agency
in the area.

Ten Shared Principles

Business Verification and Contact Information
The Macomb/McDonough County Communications Center is
working on updating their countywide business directory in their
computer system.This directory is very important so that 911
telecommunicators can contact someone in case of an emergency
that occurs at a business after normal hours. To do this, business
owners can go to the link below. Simply fill out the form and hit
submit. That's all there is to it. Please use the link, as this info will
not be taken over the phone. Thank you.

Register Your Business



To Donate

Chamber member anniversaries
The Old Dairy (210 S. Lafayette St.,
Macomb) celebrated their ninth year
in business in the month of July.
Information: Old Dairy
Free Range Yoga and Community
Wellness Center (118/122 N. Lafayette St.,Macomb) celebrated their seventh year
in business during the month of July. Information: Free Range



Submit Yours

Downtown Macomb



Share Your News

Calendar of Events

As our area businesses, schools, gyms, restaurants, and retail stores are still in the
process of reopening; we will resume our Chamber Calendar of Events in September. As
A FREE member benefit, we invite you to send your events to us for our online/print
calendar. Whether virtual or in person, we want to help get the word out about the new
ways you are helping us all #keepitnmacomb!



Submit Your Events

Member Renewals

Thank you to our members
who have continued their
annual investment with the
Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce in the month of July
2020. Your support of the local business community is critical, now more than ever, as we
look forward to working with you to serve as a platform that provides opportunities for
growth and development for your organization and the Macomb area. 



McDonough District Hospital
Kyle Danner Concrete
General Dentistry
Western Illinois University Athletics
Harold O'Shea Builders
Senator Jil Tracy
Kunes Country Auto Group of Macomb
The Old Dairy
Edward Jones - Patrick Kolata, CFP
Village at Wheeler Homes
ProEdge Property Services
McDonough County Board of Directors
Compeer Financial
No Place Like Home
KFC
Bottled Water by RNJ Distribution

Western Illinois University

WIU prepares for Fall semester
Western Illinois University will resume on-campus activities
and face-to-face classes Monday, Aug. 24 at its Macomb
and Quad Cities campuses.

"We are engaging with faculty and staff to address final
elements of our health and safety protocols that will ensure
that we will be able to provide the best quality educational experience to all students in
these challenging times," Interim President Martin Abraham said.
For full procedures and guidelines, visit the University Updates page below

University Updates

WIU and COVID-19
Western Illinois University is continuing to closely
monitor the Coronavirus. This is an evolving
situation, and updates are available from the
Illinois Department of Public Health and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), including updated Travel Notices for
countries with community transmission. The
University's Pandemic Preparedness and
Response Committee is following guidelines from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
(CDC), the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), and national, regional, and local
medical providers. They have set up their own webpage, which is intended to provide
information about COVID-19 and the University's response and actions.
​Visit the university website for more information.



WIU

Social Media Lab starts

​ #maskup campaign
Students in Western Illinois University's
Department of Communication Social Media Lab
have been working on a campaign to encourage
the University communities in Macomb and the Quad Cities to wear protective masks.

Using the hashtags #maskupmacomb #maskupwiu and #maskupqc, WIU Associate
Professor of Communication Josh Averbeck and students Josh Brennan and Elizabeth
Lutz, both senior communication majors, have been promoting the campaign on various
social media outlets.

The WIU Social Media Lab was formed to give WIU students hands-on experience and to
produce content for the Department of Communication's social media accounts. The lab
teaches students new social media analytics tools and participates in social media
branding workshops.
Follow them on Facebook for more information.
.

WIU Social Media Lab

Spoon River College

Spoon River College has created a
dedicated website to provide updates and
information on the controlled reopening of
their campus locations to students, staff,
and the general public.
For a detailed reopening plan, please visit
their website.



SRC



Macomb Public Schools

As the Macomb Public School District and the Regional Office of
Education move forward into the 2020 school year, we invite you to
visit the websites below to follow the latest on education options,
guidelines, and resources for parents and educators.

Mac 185 ROE 26

New Member

Become a Member



Job Postings

You can find and post several job openings like this one on our website below.

Hemp Quality Specialist for Stoney Branch Ag Ventures
General Job Information:

30-40 hours per week
$10 starting pay with potential for growth
Ability to work rotating weekends required
Ability to lift 50 lbs minimum
Willingness/physical capability (within reasonable
accommodations) to work outdoors in the elements

Duties include but are not limited to:
Processing hemp CBD flower - hand trimming and quality inspection
Packaging flower for retail use: labeling, weighing, sealing and processing
Order fulfilment - wholesale and retail order processing
Field Work - weeding, walking fields, general plant nurturing
Harvest - this is an all hands-on deck short-term season, with longer hours and
more manual labor.
All team members are expected to help maintain the shared spaces & facilities, i.e.
general tidying and cleaning

Candidates without a resume will not be considered.

To Apply



Submit Yours

Post to our Website

Ribbon Cuttings



YMCA of McDonough CountyYMCA of McDonough County: The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber
of Commerce held a social distancing responsible ribbon cutting July 8 to celebrate the
"Restore Illinois" Phase 4 reopening of the YMCA of McDonough County (400 E. Calhoun
Street, Macomb). For the well being of all members and staff, the YMCA has put new
policies, procedures, and practices into place in accordance with the Center for Disease
Control and the McDonough County Health Department. The facility will operate at a
reduced capacity with outdoor class options available and increased sanitizing
procedures. Members/Staff must be 16 years or older and will receive temperature checks
upon entrance, must wear masks in the facility (with the exception of exercising), and
maintain a proper six foot distance. Hours are Mon.-Fri. 7am - 7pm, Sat. 8 am-1pm,
Closed on Sunday.

YMCA



Schedule Now

Chamber Member Spotlight

For those of you who have been with us for years, you may remember a little feature
called "The Spotlight." With the recent move to Phase 4, we are ready to celebrate all
things local with you, our members, by giving you this space for FREE to highlight all the
hard work, dedication, and passion that you pour into your business or organization. We
will feature a few members per month, as a way to support all the cool ways that you



To Feature Your Business







Facebook Instagram



Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
214 North Lafayette Street
Macomb, Illinois 61455
(309) 837-4855
www.macombareachamber.com
info@macombareachamber.com


