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End of Year Member Survey
As we welcome in 2021, we invite you to
take this short survey regarding 2020 and
your business so that we can best meet
your needs in the new year. All results are
anonymous and specific responses will not
be publicly shared.

Survey Questions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkYw3-JpwMhFGAbK5rt05mbck1Xzw9FsGsDoseqV4F0iCCNA/viewform
mailto:lauren@macombareachamber.com




The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce has created a dedicated website to provide
local business operations, state and local information, and health notifications to assist
you and the business community during the transition this unprecedented pandemic. We
will update this list as new information is available.

As we move within our respective Restore Illinois phase, area businesses will be able to
remain open under specific circumstances. To help you and your business, the Chamber
has compiled a resource page of Business Guidance for Safely Reopening During
COVID-19. As guidelines change we will regularly update the information.

Please note, that we are not government experts, lawyers, or bankers; however, we will
certainly do our best to connect you the vital resources that you need at this time. If there
is anything missing, please let us know and we will see to it that you get the appropriate
information. Thank you.

Visit our Website

Restore Illinois
As McDonough County remains
in Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois
plan, we invite you to visit the
links below to keep up on the
latest information and resources.
To assist businesses and
employers with continuing to
implement the safety guidelines
and to ensure safety in the
workplace, the State of Illinois -
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) has developed a
business toolkit complete with signage, training checklists, and other resources to ensure
business and activities are conducted in accordance with the latest public health
recommendations.
Phase guidelines are broken down by industry and several of them may directly apply to
your respective business or organization. These are intended to be a general set of rules

http://www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus
https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000BadS0AAJ?operationContext=S1


and may need to be further personalized to fit your employees and work environment.

The DCEO has updated their FAQ document for Phase 4 with additional
information. Please continue to check their website as they are frequently updating
information. All of the Phase 4 guidance can be found here and at the links below.  

FAQ Macomb Area Chamber DCEO

With COVID-19 spread in every region of the state, all 11 regions have moved into Tier 3,
which went into effect November 20, 2020 at 12:01 am. The state is committed to listening
to public health experts and following the science to keep people safe. Tier 3 builds on the
Resurgence Mitigation Plan first released in July to suppress the spread of the virus and
ensure hospitals do not become overrun. This new tier aims to limit gatherings and
encourages people to stay home to the greatest extent possible, while permitting some
industries to remain open at significantly reduced capacities with proper safety measures
in place.The new mitigation requirements to combat the surge of COVID-19 across Illinois
are as follows. For more details, view the link below.

https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/Documents/Phase%204%20Business%20Guidance%20FAQ.pdf
https://dceocovid19resources.com/restore-illinois/restore-illinois-phase-4/youth-and-adult-sports-guidelines/
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/Documents/Phase%204%20Business%20Guidance%20FAQ.pdf
https://www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/Pages/default.aspx


Tier 3

https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/restore-illinois-mitigation-plan?fbclid=IwAR2pqnjYA_BM-cCBPt9VL0S2QvtGrMcFlky4jew7fc3-xP1ueGyydd7On9Q


Executive Director Letter

Happy New Year!

We finally made it to 2021! January is a great time
for reflection – both professionally and personally.
What did we do well? What could we have done
better? None of us are perfect and there is always
room for improvement. Take a few minutes and jot
down a few things you strive to improve in 2021.
Please also take a few minutes to complete the
Chamber’s End of Year Member Survey. This brief
survey will help us know what the Chamber did
well, where we can improve, and how we can best
serve you. There is also a second section in the survey about the impact COVID-19 had
on your business. This optional section is meant for business owners or managers to
complete.

I am looking forward to the days when we can all be together again. I have missed seeing
you all at Business After/Before Hours, committee meetings, and other Chamber events.
While I truly appreciate that we have Zoom, it is just not the same. We do have
businesses scheduled to start hosting Business After/Before Hours starting in April,
however, those events are subject to cancelation should large gatherings still not be
permitted. Because of that, we have decided to hold off publishing our schedule for the
time being. As the vaccine continues to be administered and restrictions are lifted, look for
that to be published in a few months! 

As always, contact me at any time by emailing lauren@macombareachamber.com or
calling the Chamber office at (309) 837-4855. I always welcome your questions,
comments, and concerns. 

I wish you all a prosperous 2021. 

Lauren

Email Lauren

https://forms.gle/FcCWzJWjTEjQNVMaA
http://lauren@macombareachamber.com/


Marketing Director Letter

2021.

To some of you, you are ready to
run right into a new year. A new
year brings new hope, perspective,
and opportunity.
To some of you, you are limping into
the next year still battered and
bruised. Good riddance 2021!
To some of you, you are ready to
hesitantly dip a toe in the water.
What if 2021 is exactly the same?
To some of you, you could care less
what year it is, nothing ever
changes you say.
To some of you, you just want to fly under the radar, do your work, and stay safe.

To all of you, we at the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce will meet you where you
are. If you are ready to go full force into 2021, we're ready to help turn your ideas into
reality and set you on the path to thrive. If you are barely hanging on, we're ready to
compassionately, baby step help you to survive.

However, you are greeting the new year; there is a spot for you at the Macomb Area
Chamber of Commerce. With hundreds of members and thousands of business
professionals, we're ready to meet you where you are. We know that not just some of you,
but all of you have different expectations and needs. Not just some of you, but all of you
are unique in your positions and passions. Let us meet you where you are.

If you do nothing else in 2021, make this the year you make your Chamber needs known.
Whether you are entering the new year on the highest of highs or the lowest of lows, let us
meet you where you are. Hit us up with all your new ideas, mask up and meet with us, and
we'll be ready!

As we slide into 2021 whatever they looks like for you, we hope you continue to work with
you to meet you wherever you are. We will keep coming up with tools to help you live and
love local. We welcome you to share yours with us at any time. And if I can be of any help,
personally or professionally, I'd love to talk to you via email at
shay@macombareachamber.com or schedule an office time. Thank you.

Be well and be well to others.

Shay Holland
Marketing Director

Email Shay

mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com
mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com




The City of Macomb

The City of Macomb is actively working with several local
agencies and state authorities to provide the clearest and most
up-to-date information for all citizens. To find a list of resources,
visit their website.

City of Macomb Mayor Mike Inman is also routinely sharing
COVID-19 updates via a series of YouTube videos which can be
viewed on Facebook and via the City of Macomb YouTube
channel.

City of Macomb - Website

City of Macomb - YouTube

http://www.cityofmacomb.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQNXkTxSX5a5x4pZObC8pQ


McDonough District Hospital

McDonough District Hospital is working with the McDonough
County Health Department, McDonough County Emergency
Services, and the City of Macomb during the COVID-19 crisis

For the latest updates and specifics on screening hours, visitor
restrictions, and health safety practices please view the MDH
website below.

MDH.org

McDonough County Health Department
Working directly with McDonough District Hospital and the City of
Macomb, the McDonough County Health Department is actively
working to update the community on confirmed COVID-19 cases
and provide contact tracing and health resource information. The
latest numbers for McDonough County are provided at the website
below:

Health Department

http://www.mdh.org/
http://www.mchdept.com/


CDC.gov

http://www.cdc.gov/covid19


Business Assistance

Business grants and loans
Under the direction of Governor JB
Pritzker, the Illinois Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity
is working with partners to launch
emergency assistance programs for
Illinois small businesses. These initiatives include Illinois Small Business Emergency Loan
Fund, and Downstate Small Business Stabilization Program, Small Business
Administration Disaster loans, Economic Injury Disaster Loans Advance Grants, and
Paycheck Protection Programs.

We will continue to email the latest business resource updates to you as they are
available. We urge you to research your options carefully; however, note that many of
these resources are time sensitive and require applications be submitted by set state and
federal deadlines.
For business assistance resources, please visit our website.

Macomb Area Chamber

City of Macomb DCEO

Small Business Micro Grant
The deadline to apply for the The Small
Business Micro Grant Program is January 7
by 5 pm. This grant will support eligible local
non-essential small businesses in Macomb
with up to $10,000 in funding. Please see the
following link for program guidelines and
application materials

City of Macomb

Announcements & Opportunities

http://www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus
https://cityofmacomb.com/city.../community-development/
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/Pages/default.aspx
https://cityofmacomb.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/City-of-Macomb-Small-Business-Micro-Grant-Guidelines.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0lF5s98hQMweD9gbx6LntjnsR7RSTg_3WJklxUvpjRonpBfYcwFlPbOK0


Gift Certificates

Business After/Before Hours
The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce Business After/Before Hours is cancelled until
April, 2021 due to COVID-19 restrictions. These events will be held once large gatherings
are considered safe for all attendees per health professional guidelines.

Now accepting Business/Leader of
the Year nominations
With the start of the new year, we are
preparing for our 2020 Annual Awards.
Every year, the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce awards a Business of the
Year and a Business Leader of the Year.
Before the Chamber Board of Directors can
vote on the recipients of these

https://www.macombareachamber.com/chamber-gift-certificates


distinguished awards, we need
nominations.

Who can nominate? Anyone may
nominate a Business of the
Year or Business Leader of the Year.

Please include the NOMINEE name and
contact information, as well as YOUR name
and contact information. You must also
write a brief explanation of why you are
nominating the business or person. If this is not included, your nomination is not valid and
will not be entered. Winners will be announced via social media and news outlets, date
TBD. (We are unable to host our Annual Awards Reception this year due to COVID-19
restrictions). 

Nomination Deadline: January 15, 2021
Business of the Year Criteria

1. Nominee must be an active business with a location in the Macomb Area.
2. Nominee must be a member in good standing with the Chamber of Commerce.
3. Nominee must have been in business for at least 3 years.
4. Nominee must have demonstrated one or more of the following characteristics:

Revenue growth and/or job growth.
Innovative products or services.
Provides exemplary customer service.
Encourages and provides professional development of staff.
Volunteers in the Macomb Area community.

 
MACC Previous Winners (ineligible for 3 years):
2019 – Nelson’s Clothing
2018 – Nostalgia on the Square
2017 – Woodrum Ford Lincoln Toyota
 
Business Leader of the Year Criteria

1. Nominee has demonstrated excellence in their profession.
2. Nominee is an active Chamber member.
3. Nominee has often gone the extra mile to get involved in programs and activities

that benefit our community.
4. Nominee displays leadership, initiative, creativity and dedication professionally.
5. Nominee inspires others to get involved or makes a difference in the lives of others.

 
MACC Previous Winners (ineligible for 3 years):
2019 – Eric & Karen Blakeley, Macomb Dry Cleaners 2.0
2018 – Rachel Lenz, Macomb Park District
2017 – Cathy Early, State Farm
 
Please email nominations to lauren@macombareachamber.com OR mail them to the
Chamber office at 214 N. Lafayette St. Macomb, IL 61455.

Email

Downtown Macomb site ready for
redevelopment
Macomb Mayor Mike Inman hopes a newly
cleared site in the city's downtown area will attract
commercial/retail development. The site at
Calhoun and Campbell streets had housed
Ameren’s coal gasification plant.
“It’s ready to go,” the mayor said. “It’s one of our
highest traffic count intersections in the city, which
means it would be ripe for commercial development.”

Inman said Ameren still owns the site, which is nearly half a city square block. He said
the Macomb Area Economic Development Corporation may help Ameren market the

mailto:lauren@macombareachamber.com
mailto:lauren@macombareachamber.com
https://www.maedco.org/


property.

Information

WIU approved presidential contract
Western Illinois University's new president, Dr. Guiyou
Huang, signed a two-and-a-half year contract. Western's
Board of Trustees approved the deal unanimously.
Huang will receive a starting salary of $320,000.
The contract calls for Huang to receive up to $8,000 for
moving expenses and up to $5,000 for professional
development fees.The contract requires Huang to live in an official residence provided by
the university.

Dr. Martin Abraham, who served as WIU's interim president, will stay on as provost. 

Information

Local business donated to park district
Abram Olson - Country Financial recently presented the Macomb Park District with a
generous $400 donation towards the Veterans Park Lighting Project, which is raising
funds to for lighting on the sports fields within the park.

Macomb Park District

https://www.tspr.org/post/downtown-macomb-site-cleared-ready-redevelopment
https://www.tspr.org/post/contract-approved-new-wiu-president-abraham-will-serve-provost?fbclid=IwAR1y0YJNYrt6oRB5dRCbgrE4HHOX6wsJ0zuk7DQ3aMaZz3pUvnnhDD6cAf4
https://www.facebook.com/AbramOlsonCountryFinancial/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXuTy5vO_TwmfUs7almZbar5c21NdGEq_iisuvJZvjOqotyvT6FaeKwpvw29u41wgb_h5U_SlHphgEtT6G9elUIVRRwmUCdskSxwXAmfaRKMmzCfpre-g7j0PXX0xy0MJ4rtNwDM2JZr1DYPpywcqJr7OSf4fd8ALSUGaBrZTEgmTGszIVEM1efIJL8N8cxAlc&__tn__=kK-y-R
http://macombparkdistrict.com/


Share Your News

Calendar of Events
Welcome to January 2021. While your local events may not be exactly the same, there is
still plenty happening online and in person (with proper social distancing). You will find a
full range of Chamber member events on our online calendar.
As a FREE member benefit, we invite you to send your events to us and we will include
them on our website calendar. Whether virtual or in person, we want to help get the word
out about the new ways you are helping us all #keepitnmacomb!

Submit Your Events 2021 Calendar

mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com
mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com
https://www.macombareachamber.com/events/


Member Renewals
Thank you to our members
who have continued their
annual investment with the
Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce within the last
month. Your support of the local business community is critical, now more than ever, as
we look forward to working with you to serve as a platform that provides opportunities for
growth and development for your organization and the Macomb area. 

http://www.mdtc.net/
http://www.ucbbank.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jackson-Street-Pub-111845855560384/
http://www.macombinsurance.com/
http://www.macombparkdistrict.com/
http://www.springfieldclinic.com/
http://www.wattscopy.com/
https://ucm.biz/
http://macomb185.org/
http://www.hometownbanks.com/
http://www.farmking.com/
http://www.royal-printing.com/
http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.com/


Area Education

Western Illinois University
Western Illinois University is continuing to closely monitor
the Coronavirus. This is an evolving situation, and updates
are available from the Illinois Department of Public Health
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
including updated Travel Notices for countries with
community transmission. The University's Pandemic
Preparedness and Response Committee is following guidelines from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control (CDC), the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), and national,
regional, and local medical providers. They have set up their own webpage, which is
intended to provide information about COVID-19 and the University's response and
actions.
 Visit the university website for more information.

WIU

Spoon River College
Spoon River College has created a dedicated website to
provide updates and information on the controlled
reopening of their campus locations to students, staff, and
the general public.
For details on business operations with complete safety
guidelines, please visit their website.

SRC

Macomb Public Schools

https://www.facebook.com/SullivanTaylorCoffee
http://www.pumoinsurance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Vision-Consultants-Ltd-354604017054
https://www.facebook.com/thecommunitybrief
https://www.allegramarketingprint.com/locations/macomb-il
http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/risk_management_and_emergency_preparedness/coronavirus/index.php
http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/risk_management_and_emergency_preparedness/coronavirus/campus.php


As the Macomb Public School District and the Regional Office of
Education move forward into the 2021 school year, we invite you to
visit the websites below to follow the latest on education options,
guidelines, and resources for parents and educators.

Mac 185

ROE

Become a New Member

http://macomb185.org/
http://www.roe26.net/


Become a Chamber Member

http://www.macombareachamber.com/


Job Postings
With several industries and career opportunities in our region, the Job Postings section on
the Macomb Area Chamber website has become a one-stop shop for posting and finding
quality positions and ideal candidates right in the immediate area. You can find job
openings and more on our website below.

To Apply

mailto:wirc@wirpc.org


Submit Yours

mailto:info@macombareachamber.com


Ribbon Cutting

Schedule Now

mailto:info@macombareachamber.com


To Apply

https://www.macombareachamber.com/pages/CommunityLeadershipAcademy


Chamber Member Spotlight
For those of you who have been with us for years, you may remember a little feature
called "The Spotlight." In response to recent events, we are ready to celebrate all things
local with you, our members, by giving you this space for FREE to highlight all the hard
work, dedication, and passion that you pour into your business or organization. We will
feature one (or a few) members as a way to support all the cool ways that you

To Feature Your Business

mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com






Digital Directory
You can now view a digital copy of the 2020-2021 Macomb
Area Community Guide & Business Directory under the
Visitors tab on our website. Full of great ways to help you
and your business #keepitinmacomb!

Visit our website
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