
 Thank you to our Annual Supporters



Be a part of the 2020 Census
Be a Census Taker and get paid $17.50 per hour! 2020 Census Jobs are temporary, provide extra
income and weekly pay, flexible hours and even your training is paid. Businesses are encouraged

to promote this opportunity to their part-�me employees, as a flexible way to earn extra income. 
Apply online at 2020census.gov/jobs.  

http://www.macombareachamber.com/
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.html


  

Execu�ve Director Update
Welcome to 2020!



The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce looks forward to another year of serving your businesses 
and our community. We have been an integral part of the
growth and development of the Macomb area for over 80
years. Through our commitment to pro-business efforts, the
Chamber offers all the resources necessary for our members to
assure that while you are working on your business, we are
working for your business.

I hope you had a wonderful holiday with loved ones and I really hope you all had a chance to relax, at
least for a li�le bit. I love a new year and a fresh start and I look forward to seeing what 2020 has in
store for Macomb!

As always, contact me at any �me by emailing lauren@macombareachamber.com or calling the
Chamber office at (309) 837-4855. I always welcome your ques�ons, comments, and concerns.

Lauren Merri� 
Execu�ve Director

Marke�ng Director Update
Happy 2020!

We hope you had a joyous holiday season! It's a new year and a�er a fes�ve break the Chamber
office is ready to get back to work to ensure our
business community has all they need to fulfill
those professional new year's resolu�ons. With
renewed 20-20 vision (yes, we went there!), we
are commi�ed now, more than ever, to
providing a fresh perspec�ve this year. We have
a newly rebranded community and business
guide coming out to get locals, students, and
visitors familiar with your business and all of
the great assets that our area has to offer.  

With a wealth of resources, networking, and marke�ng opportuni�es at your disposal; we want
to help you increase your career produc�vity, enhance your client list, tap into the latest business
news in your community, engage with local leaders, and become more involved in the city you call
home. 

mailto:lauren@macombareachamber.com


If you have any ques�ons, sugges�ons, or need more informa�on on using your marke�ng
benefits; you can find me at shay@macombareachamber.com. Not an email person, call the office
at (309) 837-4855 and we'll walk through all that the Chamber has to offer you!

Let's make it a great month,

Shay Holland
Marke�ng Director

 Learn More

Sponsorship Opportuni�es

We are always hard at work to help advocate, promote, and support the local business
community. In order to help us be�er fulfill our mission, we have put together a comprehensive
list of opportuni�es for you to invest in the vibrancy of the Macomb Area region. For a full list of

sponsorship op�ons, visit our website at www.macombareachamber.com.

Learn More

Macomb Business Academy

mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com
http://www.macombareachamber.com/
http://www.macombareachamber.com/
http://www.macombareachamber.com/


 Macomb Business Academy (MBA) is a program designed to develop leadership poten�al within the
community to meet the demands of tomorrow. MBA iden�fies emerging leaders within the Macomb

area and provides a broad view of civic leadership through direct contact with the leaders and
ins�tu�ons shaping the community. The program runs from September through November with

weekly, two-hour sessions. Par�cipants will expand their knowledge and contacts within their
community. Each week MBA will meet from 8-10 am and will hear from a different speaker(s) each

week. Par�cipants will explore "Strengths Based Leadership," while further developing their leadership
skills and building connec�ons.

 
Sessions for 2020

September 3 - November 19

Introduc�on and Team Development
Economic Development

Local & Area Government
Not For Profit & Service Organiza�ons

Health Care
Agriculture in our Community
Local Safety & Crisis Response

Manufacturing in our Community
Educa�on
Shop Local

Transporta�on
Crea�ng an Inclusive Community

Registra�on materials for the 2020 MBA class will be distributed via the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce office when sign ups have started. For more informa�on, visit macombareachamber.com.

http://www.macombareachamber.com/


Ambassadors
You may have heard the words "Ambassador" several �mes at our events. Who are the real
people behind those shiny, silver name tags? Allow us to shine some light on the this month's
featured Ambassador with our Ambassador Spotlight!

Informa�on

http://www.macombareachamber.com/


Upcoming Events
Welcome to January 2020; packed with local events,
right in your community, that may impact and increase
your business. Make the most of your membership by
staying informed about the latest and greatest
happening in the Macomb area. Some events are big,
some small; but they all help us #keepi�nmacomb!
Be in the know. Find the Chamber calendar right here by clicking the gray box, on our website, on
social media and in our office.  Get out there, get involved, get engaged,  and have some fun!



 

 Calendar 

#keepi�nmacomb
This is the spot where we show off all the cool, unique things the Chamber and our members
discover as they live, work, and play in this place we call home. We welcome you to submit your
latest and greatest moments below and we'd love to share them! Here are just a few of the ways
our community likes to: 

Local non-profit seeks your help
The Alzheimer's Associa�on is currently looking for volunteers, community members, and
organiza�ons who wish to be part of the 2020 Walk to
End Alzheimer's Planning Commi�ee. The walk will be
held September 19, 2020 in Chandler Park, Downtown
Macomb. The associa�on is seeking a variety of commi�ee posi�ons and is community resources
as they prepare for the upcoming  event. 
If you wish to get involved or find out more informa�on, contact Cheri Robertson, Manager of
Special Events at the Alzheimer's Associa�on Illinois Chapter at (217) 641-0140 or at
crobertson@alz.org

https://files.constantcontact.com/ab2c1eb1401/874c5d8b-ea27-4da9-bef3-0253984a1049.pdf
mailto:crobertson@alz.org


Thank you our third grade Adopt-a-Classroom at Lincoln School for having our office come to
make #keepi�nmacomb local gingerbread businesses with them on December 17. 

Chamber Gi� Cer�ficates
Looking to use those Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce gi� cer�ficates, but need some
inspira�on?  Found a super vintage one and need an updated business list? You can find it right
on our website at www.macombareachamber.com or here. If you prefer a print copy, we have
them available in our office. With over 144 loca�ons and no expira�on date, it's easier than ever
to #keepi�nmacomb!

Submit yours

https://www.macombareachamber.com/chamber-gift-certificates
https://files.constantcontact.com/ab2c1eb1401/117aed78-bab2-485c-a028-756c86c63608.pdf
mailto:info@macombareachamber.com


Announcements & Opportuni�es

 

New car wash business breaks ground
A groundbreaking on a $3M community investment by Showroom Shine Express Wash took place
on December 12. This will be the region's first automated tunnel car wash will be located in front
of the Hampton Inn on East Jackson Street in Macomb. Construc�on will begin immediately and
the business is set to open in September 2020.
Informa�on: maedco.org

WIU to conduct na�onal search for president 
The Board of Trustees at Western Illinois University has elected to form a search commi�ee for its
new president during a December 13 mee�ng. The board voted to not approve
interim president Mar�n Abraham to be appointed president, and instead
voted approval for the presiden�al search process to commence.
Informa�on: wiu.edu

http://www.maedco.org/
http://www.wiu.edu/


Local realtors raise funds for kids
The Lamoine Valley REALTORS® Chapter of the Peoria Area Associa�on of REALTORS® (PAAR)
raised $6,647.65 this year in its sixth annual "Boots for Kids" program, which raises funds to
provide winter apparel to local youth . The amount raised tops last year's record of $5,382, said
Robin Briney, managing broker of Key Realtors in Macomb and the program chair. The program
has grown every year.
Schools receiving dona�ons this year are West Prairie South Elementary School in Colchester,
West Prairie North Elementary School in Good Hope, Bushnell-Prairie City Elementary School and
Lincoln School in the Macomb School District.
Informa�on: Illinoisrealtors.org

WIRC director stepping down
A�er three years of in the posi�on, Shaun Pritchard announced he will be stepping down
as Western Illinois Regional Council (WIRC) Execu�ve Director effec�ve
January 3, 2020. During their December 12 mee�ng, the WIRC & CAA
Boards of Directors approved WIRC employee Nathan Cobb as Interim
Execu�ve Director.
Cobb has worked at WIRC in mul�ple departments over the last ten
years, and has extensive knowledge of the agency's services and
programs. Since January 2014, Cobb has served as Transit Director of
McDonough County Public Transporta�on.
WIRC, based in Macomb, provides technical assistance to local
governments and elected officials facing complex community and
economic development issues. WIRC's Community Ac�on Agency department provides efficient
and diverse human services to help individuals and families help themselves.
Informa�on: wirpc.org.

Fire Chief Hyde to re�re
City of Macomb Fire Chief, J.R. Hyde has voluntarily re�red from the posi�on effec�ve December
31, 2019. Deputy Chief Rick Driskell was voted as interim fire chief by the city council to begin
January 1, 2020. 
Informa�on:  (309) 836-7800.

https://www.illinoisrealtors.org/
http://wirpc.org/


Business A�er Hours - MidAmerica Na�onal Bank 
December 18







Ribbon Cu�ngs

Sun Kissed Skin - Airbrush Tanning: The Ambassador Commi�ee of the Macomb Area Chamber
of Commerce held a ribbon cu�ng on December 4 for Sun Kissed Skin - Airbrush Tanning (104 N.
Ward Street, Suite D in Macomb), a Chamber member since June 2019. Owner, Kelly Nelson and
staff provide custom spray tans and tanning supplies to match a variety of natural skin tones. To
schedule an appointment, call (309) 291-3600 or find them on Facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/sunkissedskinmacomb/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA8tXYuxfrstjaA_z8VPaWfE52snzozFeXYvXvM7YFmVsBptn1qXWNnu8xSe1jIx0qbEXDg0TWnEzpE&fref=mentions&__xts__[0]=68.ARAiQClQ7O5YExO2WxyanX3AfOA076URr3GzKAbuOfrNJ_C3TWBClWGp97kQtdj59UOd8ESZkHpkJXX4y_6pbyAReqeG1hVLJCLldsnDliaViLOWZouucz_OnyK1VrzEA99La97FvExEHJ1lQRKOuFgO6-OprZS4ESDqYY56IOVX5q5chcQLvrA-Nm2u826g606s3VxBKou7uCYsA0IuIjz40Tv7FAg0s8uBQRcTWctrFDA3DZ570KF580GYqFd9z0jYQJA9Tp_2hpEq-ijfFPEdEIninPTZxzXqIoarOQiOR6sFPqRf3V4iN_AJVzeMoQSAsjcYVG2N22WiGdD1


Azer Clinic: The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cu�ng on December 11 for
Azer Clinic (located within the Lamoine Assisted Living and Memory Care - 203 N. Randolph St.).
Azer Clinic, a locally owned and operated rehabilita�on company, provides on-site speech,
occupa�onal and physical therapy to both Lamoine residents and the public. The new clinic
operates independently of The Lamoine, serving out-pa�ents with their own Azer Clinic staff
members, who care for pa�ents on an individual, one-on-one basis. 
To schedule an appointment, call (309) 344-3400

Want to add your picture here?
Good news, you don't have to be a brand new business to hold a ribbon cu�ng. Redesigned your
office? Added new employees?
Want to feature a new product?
Just looking for a lot of local
exposure? Schedule a ribbon
cu�ng with us. It's a FREE way to
tell the business community that
you want to #keepi�nmacomb!
We bring the scissors, take the
picture, spread the word to local
media, and you reap all the
benefits!

To schedule a ribbon cu�ng
 

mailto:info@macombareachamber.com


New Members







 To join the Chamber

Member Renewal 
Thank you to our members who have con�nued their
annual investment with the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce in the month of December 2019. 
We value your commitment to a vibrant business
community. We look forward to working with you to
serve as a pla�orm that provides opportuni�es for growth and development for your organiza�on
and the Macomb area. 

Casey's East/West
Terrill Title Co., Inc.
Spring Lake Management
Macomb Country Club
Kent Slater
First Bankers Trust, Co.
McDonough County Soil & Water Conserva�on District
Smith & Royer Apartments
Macomb City Clerk
All About You
Premier Specialty Adver�sing

http://www.macombareachamber.com/
http://www.caseys.com/
http://www.terrilltitle.com/
http://www.macombspringlake.com/
http://www.mccgolf.org/
http://www.firstbankers.com/
http://www.smithandroyer.com/
http://www.cityofmacomb.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AllAboutYouMacomb/


Springfield Clinic
Wesley United Methodist Church
The A�c II
Cobb Avia�on
Community News Brief
Brown's Shoe Fit Co.
STC Investments
Western Illinois University
Western Illinois University - College of Business & Technology
Mosaic
Rocky's Bar & Grill
Allegra
Wells Fargo Advisors
McDonough County Voice 
Woodrum Ford Lincoln Toyota
Pella Corpora�on
Century 21 Purdum-Epperson - Lorraine Epperson
Wayland Ready Mix Concrete, Inc.
Purdum Gray Ingledue Beck, Inc.
The Study
Tilli� Collision Repair
Harry Mussa�o Golf Course
Vision Consultants

(Members listed in order of renewals received)

http://www.springfieldclinic.com/
http://www.macombwesleyumc.com/
http://www.atticii.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thecommunitybrief/
http://www.brownsshoefitco.com/
http://www.stcinvestments.com/
http://www.wiu.edu/
http://www.wiu.edu/cbt
http://www.mosaicinmacomb.org/
https://rockysbarandgrillmacomb.com/
https://www.allegramarketingprint.com/locations/macomb-il
http://www.wellsfargoadvisors.com/
http://www.mcdonoughvoice.com/
http://www.woodrumauto.com/
http://pella.com/
http://www.c21purdum-epperson.com/
http://macombinsurance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thestudymacomb/
http://tillittcollisioncenter.com/
http://www.golf.wiu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/Vision-Consultants-Ltd-354604017054/


 Local Sta�s�cs

https://www.facebook.com/MacombChamber/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/macomb-area-chamber-of-commerce-and-downtown-development-corporation/
https://instagram.com/macombareachamber
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