
Chamber Office Update
Dear Chamber Members,

Life as we know it has been turned upside down. Many of you are opera�ng in ways you probably
never imaged. Others have had to temporarily close due to
the shelter in place order. Most of you are probably hur�ng
financially and that's a hard pill to swallow. There is funding
available, both loans and grants, that small businesses can
apply for through the Small Business Associa�on and State of
Illinois. We have also compiled addi�onal informa�on at
www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus.
Please fill out this survey on whether or not your business
has applied for any forms of funding. I am gathering
informa�on for our local workforce investment office and
your answers are very helpful. All answers are anonymous.
We will con�nue to send you informa�on and resources as
they become available. If you have made changes to your
opera�ng procedures or hours, please let us know and we will update our Business Opera�ons
and Hours page. This page has had a lot of traffic, so take advantage of this opportunity. I will link
to your Facebook or web page, as well.
Please remember that the Chamber office is not open to the public and that Shay and I are
working remotely. You can contact me any�me at lauren@macombareachamber.com.

Thinking of you all, but from afar. Stay safe, everyone!
 
Lauren Merri�
Execu�ve Director
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce

Weekly Newsle�er 
Hello, 

It is safe to say that we now have begun to really see the impact that COVID-19 is having on our lives.
Some of you are now working from home, some of you have had to shut your business for an unknown
amount of �me, some of you are struggling to get dressed, some of you have completely forgo�en
what day it is, some of you are scared, some of you are losing faith, some of you are missing your

https://www.sba.gov/page/coronavirus-covid-19-small-business-guidance-loan-resources
https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/resources-for-business
https://www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeP2FgyjxQiOWXdw79CKD8P9Wc-4vFIFFZL57jXj5y1nAM1og/viewform
https://www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus-business-updates
mailto:lauren@macombareachamber.com


favorite restaurant or store, some of you are now
teachers as well as parents and business
professionals. We know that some of you hate
the term "social distancing" are missing your
family, friends, coworkers and customers. But we
also know that when given a challenge, Macomb
is one of those "underdog" towns who pulls
together to be more solid than ever before. 

We have seen you all donate pounds of food to keep your neighbors fed, health professionals donate
their �me to keep our community healthy, and windows all over town are now decorated with the
ul�mate symbol of love - hearts; so that whoever sees them feels li�ed up for just a second. 

We know that the business community, our city, and the world look a whole lot different right
now. While we do not yet know how this will fully affect our community, we at the Macomb Area
Chamber of Commerce are commi�ed to being a source of informa�on for you as it develops.  Find all
the latest informa�on on our website at www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus.

To help keep you informed, we will now send a weekly newsle�er each Monday with all the latest news
that you need to share to as many people as possible. We invite you to submit your updates, flyers,
resources, and more FREE of charge so that we can help you reach others and stay connected as you
stay safe and stay inside. 

We invite you to follow us on Facebook and Instagram for the latest news for you and your business.
And while this is all going on, we encourage you to share the posi�ves with us as well, because we've
seen you out there being the helpers, finding the silver lining, and celebra�ng the wins in life (no
ma�er how small) - share those with us too, because we all know that #macombma�ers. 

Please send all content to shay@macombareachamber.com. It may take me a li�le bit longer to get
back to you right now, but I assure you that you are important to us, now and always. We welcome you
to email with any ques�ons, concerns, or sugges�ons and we will try to help you get the resources you
need as soon as we can. 

Thank you and be well. 

Shay Holland
Marke�ng Director
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce

Local Business Updates 

https://www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/MacombChamber/
http://www.instagram.com/
mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com


The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce is currently compiling a list of our local business and
the impact that this health pandemic has on their hours of opera�on/policies/etc. We will update
this list as new informa�on is available. Our staff is working as hard as possible with the resources
we have, so if you do not see a business listed, please feel free to contact our office with any
informa�on you are able to provide and we would be happy to get them added. Please click on
the gray bu�on below for more informa�on. 

COVID - 19

City of Macomb 

 

The City of Macomb is ac�vely working with several local agencies to provide the clearest and
most up-to-date informa�on for all ci�zens. To find a list of resources, visit their website.

City of Macomb

 COVID-19 Update

https://www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus
https://cityofmacomb.com/




CDC

 McDonough County Hospital 
McDonough District Hospital is working with the McDonough County Health Department and
McDonough County Emergency Services and Disaster Agency during the COVID-19 crisis. 

http://www.cdc.gov/COVID19


For the latest updates, please view the MDH website below. 

MDH

 Small Business Assistance
On March 25, Gov. Pritzker announced a new package of emergency assistance programs for
small businesses in need of
addi�onal capital, totaling more
than $90 million.
Illinois businesses will be able to
apply to these programs on the
Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity (DCEO) website. For more informa�on, on business assistance, please visit
the link below. 

 Business Assistance

 Western Illinois University
Western Illinois University is con�nuing to closely monitor the Coronavirus. This is an evolving
situa�on, and updates are available from the Illinois
Department of Public Health and the Centers for Disease
Control and Preven�on (CDC), including updated Travel
No�ces for countries with community transmission. The
University's Pandemic Preparedness and Response
Commi�ee is following guidelines from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control (CDC), the Illinois Department of Public
Health (IDPH), and na�onal, regional, and local medical
providers.
They have set up their own webpage, which is intended to provide informa�on about COVID-19
and the University's response and ac�ons, precau�ons that are being taken and preven�on
measures you can take, as well as informa�on on the effects of measures various governments
are taking to mi�gate the outbreak. Individuals with ques�ons can email covid-19@wiu.edu. 

The Western Illinois University GIS Center, in coopera�on with the Department of Earth,
Atmospheric, and Geographic Informa�on Sciences (EAGIS), have assembled a statewide web
map to monitor the spread of COVID-19 (coronavirus) in Illinois. Visit wiu.edu for more
informa�on. 

WIU

https://www.mdh.org/patients_and_visitors/covid-19_updates.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/SmallBizAssistance/Pages/EmergencySBAIntiatives.aspx
https://www.macombareachamber.com/blog/the-chamber-connection-4821/post/sba-offers-disaster-assistance-to-illinois-small-businesses-economically-impacted-by-the-coronavirus-covid-19-23114?fbclid=IwAR2XV1e5rLmUcNfAd9GzzDvNb-aH1JSSJGglfbqYBPmrFxcjCn_D0BJtEtI
mailto:covid-19@wiu.edu
http://wiu.edu/news/newsrelease.php?release_id=17105
http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/risk_management_and_emergency_preparedness/coronavirus/index.php


 Spoon River College
A Message from President Curt Oldfield

As we con�nue to deal with the impact of Coronavirus (COVID-19), I want to remind everyone
that the health and safety of our students, faculty, staff,
and guests remains our primary concern. This is an
unprecedented situa�on for the country, state,
communi�es, and our college.

Beginning Monday, March 23, 2020, Spoon River
College will offer alterna�ve instruc�on for the rest
of the spring semester.  Faculty will contact students
about individual course instruc�onal plans to
complete the spring semester.
 
Only essen�al staff, iden�fied by administra�on, will work on campus.  Essen�al staff will
be no�fied by the President.  Some employees will report to campus on an as needed basis
that will be determined by their supervisor, in groups of 10 or fewer, and observing the 6
foot distancing rule.  All other staff will work from home.  All employees will be paid for
their regularly scheduled hours.
The College will remain opera�onal but closed to the public from March 23, 2020 to April
12, 2020.

Please review our FAQs sec�on for the latest updates.  This FAQs sec�on will be �me and date
stamped, so check back o�en.

Spoon River

The Crossing - Macomb
The Crossing Macomb (1600 W. Jackson Street) is currently planning to hold a drive up food
pantry pick up this Thursday at 5:30 pm. There is no proof of need required. The church is
accep�ng all dona�ons of non-expired food and supplies at this �me. Please contact the church
for more informa�on. 

https://www.src.edu/Pages/COVID-19-FAQs.aspx
https://www.src.edu/Pages/COVID-19-FAQs.aspx


The Crossing

Alzheimer's Associa�on
As the coronavirus changes what our daily life looks like, we know your new normal may look a
li�le different too. Now is a �me that we all must take care of our families in our homes first.
We wanted you to know that even though the Associa�on's physical offices may be closed for
now, the Alzheimer's Associa�on is open and here for you and your community. Please do not
hesitate to reach out to me at (217) 641-0141 or email me at crobertson@alz.org  if you have any
ques�ons, concerns or if you just need to chat.

http://www.thecrossing.net/
mailto:crobertson@alz.org


The Alzheimer's Associa�on is s�ll here for you and
your community and is s�ll offering the following: 

Our free 24/7 helpline (800-272-3900) is available
around the clock, 365 days a year. If you, a loved
one or anyone you know needs to talk, do not
hesitate to reach out. Our professional staff
provides reliable informa�on and support to all
those who need assistance. 
The Alzheimer's Associa�on website alz.org, is a
rich resource designed to inform and educate
those living with the disease, caregivers,
volunteers, and professional health care
providers. 
We have COVID-19 �ps for demen�a caregivers. 
Most likely, demen�a does not increase the risk for COVID-19, just like demen�a does not
increase the risk for the flu. However, demen�a-related behaviors, increased age and
common health condi�ons that o�en accompany demen�a may increase risk. 
Access online, web-based and telephone educa�on programs, and support groups, by
going to communityresourcefinder.org and clicking on Alzheimer's Associa�on programs
and events.   

We will be monitoring and giving updates as we con�nue to move forward during this �me of
uncertainty. We will be in touch again soon to bring you up to date on what's happening with the
Alzheimer's Associa�on, but for now, please take care of those you hold dear.

Warm Regards, 

Cheri Robertson
Alzheimer's Associa�on Illinois Chapter

Alzheimer's

YMCA

http://alz.org/
http://communityresourcefinder.org/
http://alz.org/


Due to the emergent food needs in the area, The Li�le Free Library, a box once holding free
reading materials located outside of the YMCA, has now been turned into a Li�le Free Food Bank.
Dona�ons may be dropped off at 400 East Calhoun Street. 

YMCA

http://www.macombymca.org/


Local Dining
To ensure that the community has access to our local restaurants offering delivery, carry out, and
curb side pick up during this �me, The City of
Macomb Downtown Development Office is
currently lis�ng restaurant menus within the
en�re Macomb area on their Facebook. We
encourage you to eat local and #keepi�nmacomb,
while also prac�cing social distancing
appropriately. Please consider con�nuing to
support our local restaurants and all local
businesses in whatever way you can in the
coming weeks and months. 

The City of Macomb is temporarily changing a liquor ordinance in the midst of the coronavirus
outbreak. Macomb officials announced businesses can temporarily sell original packaged liquor
through curbside pick-up, carry-out, delivery and drive-thru. This move comes while Illinois is
under a stay-at-home order and restaurants and bars are not allowed to offer dine-in services due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Officials said workers selling or delivering alcohol and customers must be at least 21 years old and
provide photo ID for proof of age.The temporary measure will con�nue while dine-in services are 
shu�ered in Illinois.

Menus

Due Date Extensions
Motor Vehicles: Expira�on dates for driver's licenses, iden�fica�on (ID) cards, vehicle
registra�ons and other transac�ons and document filings will be
extended for the dura�on of the disaster proclaimed by Governor
Pritzker and 30 days a�er the disaster ends. See more informa�on and
Illinois Secretary of State FAQ at www.cyberdriveillinois.com

Income Tax: The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service
announced today that the federal income tax filing due date is
automa�cally extended from April 15, 2020, to July 15, 2020.
Taxpayers can also defer federal income tax payments due on April 15,
2020, to July 15, 2020, without penal�es and interest, regardless of the amount owed. This
deferment applies to all taxpayers, including individuals, trusts and estates, corpora�ons and
other non-corporate tax filers as well as those who pay self-employment tax.

Taxpayers do not need to file any addi�onal forms or call the IRS to qualify for this automa�c
federal tax filing and payment relief. Individual taxpayers who need addi�onal �me to file beyond
the July 15 deadline, can request a filing extension by filing Form 4868 through their tax
professional, tax so�ware or using the Free File link on IRS.gov. Businesses who need addi�onal
�me must file Form 7004.

https://www.facebook.com/DowntownMacomb/
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/


The IRS urges taxpayers who are due a refund to file as soon as possible. Most tax refunds are s�ll
being issued within 21 days.
The IRS will con�nue to monitor issues related to the COVID-19 virus, and updated informa�on
will be posted on a special coronavirus page on IRS.gov.

Public Library: The Macomb Public Library has adjusted the due date due to April 6 for
all checked out items. The library is currently closed, but will check the book drop once per day.
Please hold all DVD and AV materials if possible so they may be returned once the building is
open again. If the library must remain closed past the April date, the return date for checked out
materials will be postponed. For more informa�on, visit Macomb Public Library. 

See Above
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