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The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce has created a dedicated website to provide
local business hours/operations, state and local information, and health notifications to
assist you and the business community during the transition this unprecedented
pandemic. We will update this list as new information is available.

As we move within our respective Restore Illinois phase, area businesses will be able to
remain open under specific circumstances. To help you and your business, the Chamber
has compiled a resource page of Business Guidance for Safely Reopening During
COVID-19. As guidelines change we will regularly update the information.

Please note, that we are not government experts, lawyers, or bankers; however, we will
certainly do our best to connect you the vital resources that you need at this time. If there
is anything missing, please let us know and we will see to it that you get the appropriate

information. Thank you.

Visit our Website

Restore Illinois

As McDonough County remains
in Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois
plan, we invite you to visit the
links below to keep up on the
latest reopening information and
resources.
To assist businesses and
employers with continuing to
implement the safety guidelines
and to ensure safety in the
workplace, the State of Illinois - Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity (DCEO) has developed a business toolkit complete with signage, training
checklists, and other resources to ensure business and activities are conducted in
accordance with the latest public health recommendations.



Phase guidelines are broken down by industry and several of them may directly apply to
your respective business or organization. These are intended to be a general set of rules
and may need to be further personalized to fit your employees and work environment.

The DCEO has updated their FAQ document for Phase 4 with additional
information. Please continue to check their website as they are frequently updating
information. All of the Phase 4 guidance can be found here and at the links below.  

FAQ Macomb Area Chamber DCEO

Executive Director Letter

Hello Chamber Members,

School is back in session and this school year is



unlike any other. Despite the many changes and
challenges our students are experiencing, there is no
doubt that they will overcome anything that comes
their way. Whether they are our local Macomb School
District students or our transplants from WIU and
SRC, all our students need community support and
guidance.

Please continue to wear your mask and require your
employees and customers to wear masks. We are in
this together and need to #maskupmacomb to keep
our community safe, especially now that WIU and
SRC students have returned and our population has
increased. Continue to practice and require proper
hand washing, sanitation, and follow all the necessary guidelines from the CDC and
McDonough County Health Department.

There are still grant and loan options available out there if your business has been
affected by COVID-19. Another round of the Business Interruption Grants (BIG) Program
will be opening up soon, so continue to check their website for updates. Please visit
www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus for additional grant and loan information, as
well as other useful tools and information related to COVID-19.

As always, contact me at any time by emailing lauren@macombareachamber.com or
calling the Chamber office at (309) 837-4855. I always welcome your questions,
comments, and concerns.

Lauren Merritt
Executive Director

Email Lauren

Marketing Director Letter

Hello,

It's five months in and we're all still doing this
pandemic thing. And you all deserve a pat on the back
just for being here. This isn't how we imagined our end
of Summer, our back to school, and our start of Fall;
but here we are.

We're all trying to absorb the constantly changing
information, make the safest choices for our families
and employees, and keep our spirits up at the same



time.

And if you are anything like me, you are admittedly exhausted and a little spiritually beat
up by the state of the world right now. Nothing feels okay and it's all a little overwhelming.

And that's where we come in, the Macomb Area Chamber's goal is to help keep you up-to-
date and streamline the information that you need - when you need it right into your inbox,
mailbox, or newsfeed. We realize that you are trying to juggle it all right now; jobs, families,
education, finances, healthcare, and whatever else comes up at the drop of a hat. So we
will pair down the need-to-know information for you into a simple newsletter, website, or
social media page. And if we can help you see the good things happening in your
community all around you, well then consider it an extra boost to your day.

So we urge you all to have a little grace with each other, as we are all trying to do it the
best we can, wing it until we get it right, and make do with the resources we have left. As
the world-renowned Hamilton musical says, "Talk less. Smile more." Many are struggling
to process their daily lives and everyone just needs a free pass once in a while.

We are a resilient community and we know you are dedicated to your professions, so we
are still sending email blasts, promoting our members on social media, keeping it local
first, and helping you to market your business in new, FREE, and innovative ways. And if
you simply need a place to talk it all through as you make your way through the workday,
we're here for that too.

Please send all content, questions or concerns to me via email at
shay@macombareachamber.com and I will be happy to connect you with the resources
you need. Thank you.

Be well and be well to others.

Shay Holland
Marketing Director

Email Shay





The City of Macomb

The City of Macomb is actively working with several local
agencies and state authorities to provide the clearest and most
up-to-date information for all citizens. To find a list of resources,
visit their website.

City of Macomb Mayor Mike Inman is also routinely sharing
COVID-19 updates via a series of YouTube videos which can be
viewed on Facebook and via the City of Macomb YouTube
channel.

City of Macomb - Website

City of Macomb - YouTube



McDonough District Hospital

McDonough District Hospital is working with the McDonough
County Health Department, McDonough County Emergency
Services, and Disaster Agency during the COVID-19 crisis

For the latest updates and specifics on drive thru screening
hours, elective operation updates, and health safety practices
please view the MDH website below.

New permanent building for drive-thru
screening station
What started as a temporary solution will
turn into a permanent fixture on the
McDonough District Hospital campus.
Following the August MDH Board of
Directors meeting, the Board voted in favor
of replacing the tent that currently serves as
the drive-thru screening station with a
permanent steel-frame building set to open
later this year.  
 
The current 40’x80’ tent (rented out by MDH on a monthly basis), located in the south
parking lot, became operational in late March. Inclement weather at times has forced the
staff to move operations inside to either MDH or Health Services Building 2. The new
steel-frame building, tentatively the same width but projected 20 feet longer, will have
garage doors for entrances and exits, become climate controlled, and offer a permanent
office area with restroom facilities for staff.
 
The current tent used for the drive-thru screening station has seen increased traffic in
recent months. There were an average of 23 visits through the tent per day in June, 39
during July and so far 45 per day in August. The drive-thru screening station not only
provides COVID-19 tests but the staff can also perform certain laboratory blood draws and
will provide flu vaccinations this fall.

MDH.org

McDonough County Health Department
Working directly with McDonough District Hospital and the City of Macomb, the
McDonough County Health Department is actively working to update the community on
confirmed COVID-19 cases and provide contact tracing and health resource information.
The latest numbers as of August 28, 2020 are provided below:



Health Department



CDC.gov



Business Assistance

Under the direction of Governor JB
Pritzker, the Illinois Department of
Commerce and Economic
Opportunity is working with partners
to launch emergency assistance
programs for Illinois small
businesses. These initiatives include Illinois Small Business Emergency Loan Fund, and
Downstate Small Business Stabilization Program, Small Business Administration Disaster
loans, Economic Injury Disaster Loans Advance Grants, and Paycheck Protection
Programs.

We will continue to email the latest business resource updates to you as they are
available. We urge you to research your options carefully; however, note that many of
these resources are time sensitive and require applications be submitted by set state and
federal deadlines.
For business assistance resources, please visit our website.

Macomb Area Chamber

Announcements & Opportunities

All employers now required to provide sexual harassment training



Free Training Questions Compliance







Child & Family Services child abuse resources





DCFS

Local meeting space available
The Hampton Inn Macomb (1639 E. Jackson
Street) is offering a safe, sanitary, and socially
distanced space for small meetings. Conference
room reservations are available for virtual meeting or
in-person groups at a cost of $25 per person, plus
tax, which allows for use of space in the hotel for up
to four hours, includes a breakfast bag (morning
only), fresh coffee, use of Wi-Fi and the capabilities
of added technology, if needed. Per day rates are
available for longer hours.



Contact the Hampton Inn to make your reservation:

Hampton Inn

Local Airbnb available for rent
The Renshaw House, an Airbnb property
located at 218 W. Carroll Street in Macomb
is available for rent in September.
The owners are using extra cleaning
precautions in light of COVID-19. The home
is somewhat secluded and is not a "shared"
space, allowing clients to have the entire
home to themselves.

To Rent

Amtrak to adding trains to WIU communities
Beginning this September 3, Amtrak is adding an
additional coach to trains #380 and #383 providing
service between Quincy and Chicago via Macomb,
Galesburg and Princeton. Due to ridership declines
Amtrak has previously reduced frequency and train length
along the route. As ridership returns, Amtrak is monitoring
travel demand and bookings. To accommodate increased
travel Amtrak is adding a coach to the existing departures
to better accommodate all those who want to travel, especially students at area colleges,
and to continue to support economic activity in Illinois.   
Amtrak continues to adhere to enhanced cleaning protocols aboard trains, social
distancing, half capacity trains, and cashless transactions.

Amtrak

MDH announces 2020-21 Health

Scholarship Award winners
McDonough District Hospital and the
MDH Auxiliary announced the 2020-21
Health Scholarship Award winners,
awarded by the McDonough County
Hospital Health Committee to individuals pursuing a career or continuing their education
in a health-related field.

The Auxiliary Scholarship Fund and the MDH Foundation offer assistance to students
enrolled in a curriculum leading to a career in a health-related field, or to MDH employees
who wish to expand their skills through additional course work, job-related seminars, or
professional certification programs. 
This year a total of $6,450 was awarded in scholarships benefiting seven recipients.
 

2020-2021 Scholarship Award Recipients
Recipient



 
Scholarship

Hannah Pendell
   

Verna Maxine Simeral
Carley Brown

 
Auxiliary & Ruby Teel

Jenna Bowman
 

Auxiliary & Gayle and Ron Peterson 
Carly Thompson

 
Auxiliary & Haldon and Hazel Curless

Jennifer Boyd
 

Joyce and Larry Gabbert, Carolyn J. Baumann
Sabrina Lacy

 
Auxiliary & Donna M. Twomey

Austin Torrence
 

Auxiliary & Helen Meek
For more information about health career loans and scholarships, contact the MDH
Foundation at (309) 836-1757.
 

MDH Foundation

Member Anniversaries

Sports Corner @ 124 (124 N. Randolph Street) recently
celebrated their 11th year in business. Find them at
sportscornerat124.com

Submit Yours

Macomb Fashion Week canceled
Due to COVID-19 restrictions and limited staff time, the
Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce will not hold Macomb
Fashion Week this year. While there will not be a formal event,
we always love to help promote any retailers who are holding
their own events and encourage everyone to continue to shop
local and #keepitinmacomb!

Lincoln statue unveiled in Macomb
The Macomb Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
(MAVCB) unveiled a new Abraham Lincoln topiary
statue on the lawn outside City Hall in Macomb on
August 29. The bust was created and constructed
by Duke Oursler, a local WIU art professor, and
Marc Moulton, a outdoor sculpture artist.
The Macomb Area Convention & Visitors



Bureau partnered with Oursler on the project with
funding provided by The Macomb Rotary Clubs in
recognition of its 2020 centennial anniversary. The
project is managed by MACVB with Macomb
Centennial Morning Rotary Club’s and the Macomb
Beautiful Association‘s assistance in the
maintenance and upkeep of the sculptures topiary
aspect.

MACVB

Share Your News



Calendar of Events

As our area businesses, schools, gyms, restaurants, and retail stores are still in the
process of reopening; we will resume our Chamber Calendar of Events in September. As
A FREE member benefit, we invite you to send your events to us for our online/print
calendar. Whether virtual or in person, we want to help get the word out about the new
ways you are helping us all #keepitnmacomb!

September 2020 Calendar



Submit Your Events

Member Renewals

Thank you to our members
who have continued their
annual investment with the
Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce in the month of
August 2020. Your support of the local business community is critical, now more than
ever, as we look forward to working with you to serve as a platform that provides
opportunities for growth and development for your organization and the Macomb area. 



Thelma Smiddy



Western Illinois University

WIU and COVID-19
Western Illinois University is continuing to closely
monitor the Coronavirus. This is an evolving
situation, and updates are available from the
Illinois Department of Public Health and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), including updated Travel Notices for
countries with community transmission. The
University's Pandemic Preparedness and
Response Committee is following guidelines from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
(CDC), the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), and national, regional, and local
medical providers. They have set up their own webpage, which is intended to provide
information about COVID-19 and the University's response and actions.
​Visit the university website for more information.

WIU



Spoon River College

Spoon River College has created a
dedicated website to provide updates and
information on the controlled reopening of
their campus locations to students, staff,
and the general public.
For a detailed reopening plan with complete
safety guidelines, please visit their website.



SRC

Macomb Public Schools

As the Macomb Public School District and the Regional Office of
Education move forward into the 2020 school year, we invite you to
visit the websites below to follow the latest on education options,
guidelines, and resources for parents and educators.

Mac 185 ROE 26

New Member



Battlegrounds



MCSRA

Become a Chamber Member

Job Postings

With several industries and career opportunities in our region, the Job Postings section on
the Macomb Area Chamber website has become a one-stop shop for posting and finding
quality positions and ideal candidates right in the immediate area. You can find these job
openings and more on our website below.



To Apply

The McDonough County Sheriff’s Office is accepting
applications for the position of Deputy Sheriff. Minimum
qualifications include, but are not limited to the following:
U.S. Citizen, 21 years of age by the date of hire, must have



a high school diploma or equivalent, must have 60 semester
hours or 90 quarter hours from an accredited academic
institution. The applicant must be a resident of McDonough
County within 6 months of the date of hire. The applicant
must have 2 years of full-time law enforcement experience.
The successful applicant must pass a physical test
consisting of minimum physical standards set by the Police
Training Institute, pass a background check, complete an
oral interview, and pass a written test. This is a full time
position and currently starting salary is $52,315.00, after one year salary would be
$54,314.00. McDonough County offers benefits including medical, dental, and vision
insurance as well as paid sick leave, holidays, vacation, and IMRF SLEP retirement.
Apply in person at the McDonough County Sheriff’s Office, 110 S. McArthur Street in
Macomb, IL; Monday thru Friday from 8 am to 4 pm. All applications must be completed
and returned no later than 4 pm on Friday, September 11, 2020. McDonough County is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Sheriff Nicholas M. Petitgout





To Apply



Submit Yours

Post to our Website

Ribbon Cuttings

Clean Restoration: The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce held a ribbon cutting on August 5 for CLEAN Restoration (1737 N 2250th
Place - Mendon, Illinois), a recent Chamber member since April 2020. Based out of the
Quincy area and locally owned and operated, Clean Restoration is a dedicated partner for
water and fire damage mitigation, site cleanup, storm damage, and home and business
remodeling and restoration. Serving the tri-state area that includes West Central Illinois,



Northeast Missouri, and Southeast Iowa; offering a 24/7 emergency service number and a
guaranteed one hour response time. For more information, visit their website or find them
on Facebook.

Clean Restoration

UM Autos: The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
held a socially distanced ribbon cutting on August 19 for UM AUTOS (230 W. Jackson
Street, Macomb) who have recently added a service center on site to offer diagnostic and
automotive repair on all makes and models. Open since January 2010, Mahnaz and Nadir
Khan, who own and operate the family-run used vehicle business, are celebrating their
one-year Chamber anniversary. Christopher Owens, Manager, of the service center
worked diligently to remodel and update the space to suit their needs. To view the
inventory and for more information, call (309) 836-2277, visit their website or find them on
Facebook.



UM Autos

Starbucks: The Macomb Area Economic Development Corporation (MAEDCO) hosted a
successful ribbon cutting on August 24 for Starbucks (1736 East Jackson Street,
Macomb). After four months of drive-thru only service, their lobby doors and outdoor patio
seating are officially open to the public. For information about MAEDCO projects, visit their
website.



MAEDCO



Schedule Now

Chamber Member Spotlight

For those of you who have been with us for years, you may remember a little feature
called "The Spotlight." With the recent move to Phase 4, we are ready to celebrate all
things local with you, our members, by giving you this space for FREE to highlight all the
hard work, dedication, and passion that you pour into your business or organization. We
will feature a few members per month, as a way to support all the cool ways that you



Free Range helps you get whereFree Range helps you get where
you want to go!you want to go!

Free Range South Wing is at 118 N.
Lafayette and North Wing at 122 N.
Lafayette on the Macomb Square. We offer
classes in Yoga, Strength Training, Yoga
Therapy, Tai Chi & Qigong, group fitness,
and personal training.
We are into long-term relationships and
helping you become your VERY best for
the life you want to live.
Come try a class or a session with us and
be truly welcomed into becoming your very
best self. No strings attached.

Learn from the best!

Proper exercise techniques

Challenge yourself without injury

Modify for your body

Beginner to advanced program

Free Range



To Feature Your Business







Facebook Instagram



Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
214 North Lafayette Street
Macomb, Illinois 61455
(309) 837-4855
www.macombareachamber.com
info@macombareachamber.com


