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Gift Certificates

https://www.macombareachamber.com/chamber-gift-certificates/


Restore Illinois
As McDonough County remains
in Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois
plan, we invite you to visit the
links below to keep up on the
latest COVID-19 information,
mask mandates, and resources.

Macomb Area
Chamber

Illinois Health Dept. State of Illinois

McDonough Health MDH CDC

Executive Director Letter

Hello Chamber Members,

December is upon us, though I find hard to believe with the
unseasonably warm temperatures! Soak up the last little bit of
warmth, as I have no doubt the chill of December will catch us
soon enough.

This month is always the busiest in the Chamber office, as
we’re printing out thousands of Chamber Gift Certificates to fill
holiday gift orders! Did you realize we sell about $200,000
worth of gift certificates every year? That’s a lot of local
spending that we keep in the Macomb area. Our office is open through December 23, so
make sure you stop by to pick up your gift certificates in time for Christmas. You are
welcome to call ahead if you have a large order and we will have your certificates ready
and waiting for you. You can pay with cash, check, or credit card – however there is a 4%
fee if you use a credit card. We run this program as a benefit for our members and we do
not make any money off it, so we are unable to absorb credit card fees. 

We are finalizing the details to get Young Professionals of Macomb (YPM) up and running
again in 2022 after taking a hiatus due to the pandemic. To make YPM more accessible to
our area young professionals and enhance the quality of our meetings, we are seeking out
sponsors to help cover the costs of the group. If we can secure enough sponsorship
funds, we will be able to keep the annual fees low or waive them entirely for our young
professionals! Please scroll down to see the flyer with complete details on the sponsorship
levels.

https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000BadS0AAJ?operationContext=S1
https://www.macombareachamber.com/coronavirus
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.mchdept.com/
http://mdh.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/


YPM is open to all young professionals, including students at Western Illinois University
and Spoon River College, making this the premiere networking group for young
professionals in the Macomb area! This is the only Chamber-led committee that is open to
everyone, regardless of whether their employer is a member of the Macomb Area
Chamber of Commerce. We have already lined up several fantastic presenters on topics
including leadership, professional organizing, volunteer management, and more!

As always, contact me at any time by emailing lauren@macombareachamber.com or
calling the Chamber office at (309) 837-4855. I always welcome your questions,
comments, and concerns.
 
I wish you and yours a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

  
Lauren

Email Lauren

Marketing Director Letter

Welcome to December,

Are you ready for my holiday gift to you? I'm giving
you the gift of your time back with the shortest marketing director letter yet! All I ask is that
you give a little back to your community whenever possible. Simply...

SHOP LOCAL. EAT LOCAL. DRINK LOCAL. THINK LOCAL. CHOOSE
LOCAL.

SUPPORT LOCAL. LIVE LOCAL. LOVE LOCAL.

That's it. That's the letter. Now go create some magical moments out there.

Per usual, if you need to reach me with any marketing or member needs, hit
up shay@macombareachamber.com or call the office at (309) 837-4855. Let's make it a
great month!

Happy holidays from us to you!

Email Shay

mailto:lauren@macombareachamber.com
mailto:lauren@macombareachamber.com
mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com
mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com


The City of Macomb

The City of Macomb is actively working
with several local agencies and state
authorities to provide the clearest and
most up-to-date information, events, and
municipal developments for all citizens.
For more information, visit their website.

The City of Macomb continues to
routinely share community updates on a variety of topics via a series of videos which can
be viewed via the City of Macomb on YouTube.

City of Macomb Website City of Macomb - YouTube

Downtown Macomb continues with improvements
The City of Macomb is currently moving forward with Phase II
of their Downtown Revitalization Project, which features
updates to sidewalks, lighting, and landscaping,
The estimated date of completion for the entire project is
December 2021.
 For detailed information, visit the city website.

Downtown

Announcements & Opportunities

Humane Society fundraiser
 a community-driven success

https://cityofmacomb.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQNXkTxSX5a5x4pZObC8pQ
https://cityofmacomb.com/downtown-revitalization/


The Humane Society of McDonough County (HSMC)
recently wrapped their annual fundraiser, The Brix
Challenge, which for the eighth year saw animal-lovers
in the area contributing donations to help with the
medical and welfare needs of local animals. HSMC
supporter, Chris Brix began the challenge with a $1,000
donation and his idea was met with tremendous
community support in the amount of $18,543 for the HSMC’s annual operating costs. All of
the funds raised will be used directly to help the animals in the community.

Humane Society

2021 Macomb Business Academy

Shop Local: Thank you to our panel of
Macomb local business owners Pam Kelso
- No Place Like Home, Jimmie Koller -
Brown's Shoe Fit Macomb, and Craig Burns
- The Wine Sellers who presented to our
MBA class on November 4 about the
importance of choosing local, supporting
your community, and providing quality
customer service.

Manufacturing: Thank you to Pella Macomb for giving our Macomb Business Academy
class a full plant tour on November 10 and for discussing the vital importance of
manufacturing both regionally and globally. Shown are Nathan Forseth (Plant Manager),
Carole Thoele (HR Manager), Britney Knowles (Senior Financial Analyst), Jim Richardson
(Continuous Improvement Engineer.)

http://hsmcil.org/
https://www.facebook.com/noplacelikehome1995/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXiCCb318LxTbwUCN2zpcN5-SOQ2WFaD7g4h1qEJaoyQ0IGy2ocKIHj3iyJSwRvkNBS4klY6Ez4s0YEX8F9b3rZ80cffIHlvumEHLv7o30YuRP67rXeRyobpRHwWHWZR94irirAnRfz4TVafyZSWklZPvs-eAQwLOYm8n9HdByoBsKwa5xtx_PwypV3g4bewF8&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Browns.Macomb/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXiCCb318LxTbwUCN2zpcN5-SOQ2WFaD7g4h1qEJaoyQ0IGy2ocKIHj3iyJSwRvkNBS4klY6Ez4s0YEX8F9b3rZ80cffIHlvumEHLv7o30YuRP67rXeRyobpRHwWHWZR94irirAnRfz4TVafyZSWklZPvs-eAQwLOYm8n9HdByoBsKwa5xtx_PwypV3g4bewF8&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/pellamacomb/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXfex87MXmj46U6IcRQrStKyGZfRVUF6c4CbYwF0QJN8ps04FsBvGS9Yf710xNHzHexcKPiCqtjgXz_abj_IjOsFPjOzC-EsyfJmmcGni1xqQaeRivVgSLF-qWvb4KbwDAtC3RqRsYmfbvisWFkGk642zagRrlZSz0TrZyZUmcIBMOjF3gSlfg2M_aF8MM89oM&__tn__=kK-R


Inclusive Community: Thank you to the Western Illinois University Multicultural Center
for presenting to our Macomb Business Academy class on November 18. Rocio Ayard
Ochoa (Director), Carl Ervin (Associate Director), and Freesia McKee (Assistant Director)
shared ways to help foster an inclusive community in the workplace and how to promote
diversity, equity, and inclusion in our daily lives.

Graduation: That's a wrap on Macomb Business Academy (MBA) 2021. The group held a
graduation party November 19 at Forgottonia Brewing to celebrate the completion of the
12 week course. We look forward to starting the 2022 class next September.

November Business After Hours - Wesley Village

https://www.facebook.com/ForgottoniaBrewing/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUrSqTBxjUMvHnxmBZ4S5WN4Rru6YNf4HRLAyXY8gaHVTj-2fsyegX9JZxIxztg_87szyqkZFH5XZb8XhBlfldw922vsJZ10_KNrAT43kmZS_7JkBM1dYrLzBUYjOdx66s7anXdAHUbxk-wkkJt6LzeNS202k4SmjbzM_ZvCf1jUvqr-CcJy8YqIVygrE0FO8k&__tn__=kK*F


BAH/BBH Schedule

Ambassadors
The Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
Ambassadors Committee serve as the public
relations arm of the Chamber. They enhance
the image of our business community and the
organization by presenting a positive and
professional attitude at Chamber events and
throughout their interactions with the business
community.
 These 20+ volunteers are the ultimate Chamber cheerleaders. 

Ambassadors

https://files.constantcontact.com/ab2c1eb1401/0605e39f-5833-44dc-8c15-9a7a5337a175.pdf
https://www.macombareachamber.com/ambassadors/




To Sponsor

mailto:info@macombareachamber.com


Ribbon Cuttings

Citizen's Plaza: The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce held a ribbon cutting on October 25 to celebrate Citizens Bank (A Division of
Morton Community Bank) generously donating Citizen's Plaza to the Macomb Park
District. The current park-like area, located on the corner of Washington and Randolph
Streets, features benches and shaded areas and will be used to the benefit of the whole
community. Visit The Macomb Park District website for future updates on the use of the
space.

Macomb Park District

http://macombparkdistrict.com/


WIU University Union: The Ambassador Committee of the Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce joined the Western Illinois University Union in a ribbon cutting ceremony and
community day event on November 18 to welcome the new Qdoba Mexican Eats and
Daily Drool (we proudly serve Starbucks) coffee shop to the on-campus dining options
available to students, faculty, and the public.

WIU Union

http://www.wiu.edu/student_services/dining/Locations/union.php?fbclid=IwAR23pmu1hvB1USGua3gzZYLNfTXPkSjEQ8sWsIvKvJbpcHBdDx1cLcY5EVY


Schedule A Ribbon Cutting

Calendar of Events
Welcome to a new month! Local events are in full swing this
holiday season. You will find a full range of Chamber member
events on our monthly calendar.
As a FREE member benefit, we invite you to send your events to
us and we will include them on our website calendar. Whether virtual or in person, we
want to help get the word out about the new ways you are helping us all #keepitnmacomb!

Chamber Calendar Submit Your Events

mailto:info@macombareachamber.com
https://business.macombareachamber.com/events
mailto:shay@macombareachamber.com


Dickens on the Square

https://www.facebook.com/events/867572667287383/?active_tab=discussion


Member Renewals
Thank you to our members
who have continued their
yearly investment with the
Macomb Area Chamber of
Commerce within the last
month. Your support of the local business community is critical, now more than ever, as
we look forward to working with you to serve as a platform that provides opportunities for
growth and development for your organization and the Macomb area. 

http://www.refreshmentservicespepsi.com/
https://thecraftycoopmacomb.com/
http://www.roe26.net/
http://www.macombartscenter.org/
http://www.stcinvestments.com/
https://www.mcdonalds.com/us/en-us/location/il/macomb/105-s-prairie-st/14779.html?cid=RF:YXT:GMB::Clicks
http://www.kaskaskiaeng.com/
https://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/macomb/
http://www.westsidelumber.com/
https://www.facebook.com/EPHServiceCo
https://www.facebook.com/pages/McClure-Matthew-S-DMD/110550279007728
http://www.firstbankers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AllAboutYouMacomb/
http://www.dodsworthfh.com/
http://www.rubixvape.com/
http://www.hsmcil.org/
https://www.innovationsdesignacademy.edu/


https://www.clugston-tibbitts.com/
http://wiu.edu/
http://www.macombspringlake.com/
http://www.ucbbank.com/
http://www.midwestexpressil.com/
http://www.macombymca.org/
http://www.macombwesleyumc.com/
http://www.wattscopy.com/
http://www.enrichinghappiness.com/macomb
http://www.mdtc.net/
http://www.wellsfargoadvisors.com/
http://www.terrilltitle.com/
http://www.wiu.edu/student_services/golf_course/
http://www.everlyhouse.com/
http://www.wiu.edu/giving/
http://www.gold-hills.com/
https://business.macombareachamber.com/list/member/more-medical-356


New Members

Collins Excavating Inc.

Join the Chamber

https://www.facebook.com/CollinsExcavationInc
https://www.macombareachamber.com/membership-benefits/


Job Postings
With several industries and career
opportunities in our region, the Job
Postings section on the Macomb Area
Chamber website has become a one-
stop shop for posting and finding
quality positions and ideal candidates right in the immediate area. You can find job
openings, training programs, and and more on our website below.

Jobs

Macomb Real Estate McDonough County
Real Estate

Quarterly Market
Report

http://macombareachamber.com/jobs
https://files.constantcontact.com/ab2c1eb1401/697e70e0-2263-4be1-a811-858f7a59ceec.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ab2c1eb1401/add716ea-dd1f-40b6-a7dd-216cd0dbf3d2.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ab2c1eb1401/4745ad55-2da6-4f5e-90d6-aa0e6252bf0f.pdf


Facebook Instagram LinkedIn

Macomb Area Chamber of Commerce
214 North Lafayette Street
Macomb, Illinois 61455
(309) 837-4855
www.macombareachamber.com
info@macombareachamber.com
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