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Chamber to bring business resource and job fair 

to South County Regional Center on June 1st 

 

APRIL 
CHAMBER EVENTS: 

 

Wednesday, April 5: 

“Rise & Shine, 
South County” 

regional business meeting 

(open to the local 

business community) 

7:30 am to 9 am 

South County Regional 

Center at 800 W. Branch 

St. in Arroyo Grande 

 

Thursday, April 13: 

Ambassadors meeting 

8 am to 9 am at the 

Chamber conference room 

in Arroyo Grande 

 

Wednesday, April 19: 

Chamber luncheon 

with guest speaker: PG&E 

11: 30 am to 1 pm 

Vespera Resort 

on Pismo Beach 

(in the ballroom) 

 

Wednesday, April 26: 

Membership Mixer 

5 pm to 7 pm 

Vespera Resort 

on Pismo Beach 

(oceanfront patio) 

 

Thursday, April 27: 

Business workshop 

"QuickBooks 101"  

from 1 pm to 4 pm at The 

Launch Pad cowork office 

in Grover Beach 

(hosted by the Cal Poly 

Center for Innovation 

& Entrepreneurship) 

 

Friday, April 28: 

Governmental Affairs 

Committee Meeting 

via Zoom 

8 am to 9:15 am 

Please RSVP at 

southcountychambers.com 

to receive the login details 

retain their job force. For local 
businesses, this will be an op-
portunity for networking and 
connecting with valuable re-
sources. Job seekers are also 
encouraged to attend so they 
can interact with local busi-
nesses and participate in on-
the-spot interviews, receive 

   ARROYO GRANDE—
South County Chambers 
of Commerce, the regional 
Chamber of Commerce for 
South San Luis Obispo 
County, will be hosting 
“Passport to Success,” a 
business resource and job 
fair on Thursday, June 1st, 
at the South County Re-
gional Center in Arroyo 
Grande from 3 pm to 7 
pm. 
   In partnership with the San 
Luis Obispo County Workforce 
Development Board, South 
County Chambers of Commerce 
is bringing this event to the 
South San Luis Obispo County 
business community to provide 
the tools necessary to hire and 

resume assistance, and 
access other opportuni-
ties. 
 “There are so many 
resources available for 
businesses that need to 
hire and/or worry about 
retention, and we need 
to let the South County 
business community 
know that services do 
exist in this area,” said 

Kathy McCorry, CEO for South 
County Chambers of Commerce.  
“And while we have all of these 
businesses here learning about 
resources, we felt we could uti-
lize the time more efficiently and 
invite those looking for new job 

South County Business News 

Chamber Business of the Month for April 2023: 

Mechanics Bank (with five branches in South County) 

   The Marketing 
Committee of the 
South County 
Chambers of Com-
merce—a group of local busi-
ness owners who represent 
various industries—selected 
Mechanics Bank as the Busi-
ness of the Month for April 
2023. 
   With five locations in South 
San Luis Obispo County, Me-
chanics Bank annually sup-
ports local organizations that 
help brighten the lives of their 
neighbors and enrich the quali-
ty of the communities where 
they live and work. They invest 
in local Boys and Girls Clubs, 
Junior Achievement, Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance, com-
munity health clinics, children 
advocacy organizations, elderly 

support organizations, and 
public school programs.  
   They also continuously sup-
port community development, 
demonstrated through their 
support of Community Devel-
opment Financial Institutions 
(CDFIs), which provide eco-
nomic development through 
job training, small-business 
lending and technical assis-
tance to low-income, minority, 
and women-owned business-
es. 
   Mechanics Bank also en-
courages their employees to 
volunteer their time, talent, 
and professional skills to or-
ganizations near and dear to 

their hearts. 
   Mechanics Bank is 
committed to youth 
and families along 

the Central Coast and is proud 
to be an active supporter of 
Family Care Network since 
2008. They have participated 
in their “Give Joy” campaign 
for nearly 15 years. The Give 
Joy campaign helps to ensure 
those in FCN's care have posi-
tive holiday experiences for 
their children and families.    
Mechanics Bank local branch-
es partner with Toys for Tots 
during the holiday season to 
help deliver the joy of Christ-
mas and a message of hope 
through the gift of a new toy.  
   Members of their Grover 

continued on page 12 

continued on page 12 
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Update from Supervisor Jimmy Paulding, District 4: Nipomo, Arroyo Grande, Oceano, 

Huasna, Edna Valley, California Valley, and unincorporated portions of SLO 

   Besides rain, March also pro-
duced an outpouring of action by 
our Board of Supervisors. We 
took steps that will save South 
County residents and businesses 
money on electric and garbage 
bills, and other steps to reinforce 
good governance practices. The 
highlights: 
   Electric bills: The Board voted 
to join Central Coast Community 
Energy (3CE), which should save 
county government over $1.1 
million per year on its own elec-
tricity bill. In addition to those 
taxpayer savings, residents and 
businesses in unincorporated 
areas could save $26 million 
annually thanks to rates being on 
average 39% lower than PG&E’s 
current rates. This will go into effect in 
2025. 
   Garbage bills: The Board took steps to 
rejoin the Integrated Waste Manage-
ment Authority (IWMA), which will reduce 
increases in garbage-collection rates. 
The County is currently spending $1.7 
million on a duplicate waste manage-
ment division. By rejoining the IWMA, 
economies of scale will help residents 
and businesses save on their garbage 
bill.  
   Reducing campaign contribution lim-
its: Intent on curbing big money’s influ-
ence on local elections, the Board took 

Update from Supervisor Dawn Ortiz-Legg, District 3: 

Avila Beach, Grover Beach, Pismo Beach, and San Luis Obispo  

   Hello South County! Welcome Spring!  
   While we are grateful for the rain, the 
storms kept coming these past weeks.  
The impacts to agriculture, hospitality, 
the roads, and water ways have been 
significant. My monthly report will high-
light various information on county news 
as well as ways to engage in our special 
community.  
   The leadership of the County of San 
Luis Obispo is both a difficult job and 
one that requires dedication and honor.  
Wade Horton has served well on all ac-
counts. It was difficult to accept the res-
ignation and Mr. Horton has truly given 
his all to San Luis Obispo County. Thank 
you, Wade, for taking command and 
leading our staff and community through 

many difficult times. Your dedication 
and hard work are recognized by many, 
and we are grateful for your service.  
   One significant county development 
under Wade’s leadership was the estab-
lishment of the Homeless Services Divi-
sion and the revised and realistic Home-
less Strategic Plan. The past years 
taught us much. To highlight accounta-
bility with one division in charge with 
improved data management and a re-
gionally focused effort to expand shelter 
space and ensure services is the direc-
tion Wade wanted to ensure, in alliance 
with a cadre of stakeholders: service 
providers, nonprofits, city managers, 
agencies, and community leaders.   
   As it turns out, this type of coordinated 

approach is now being launched in a 
state-wide initiative called “AT HOME” 
led by California State Association of 
Counties (CSAC). AT HOME was devel-
oped by counties over the last year and 
is based on an intensive examination of 
the complicated and yet often ineffective 
web of programs and funding streams 
available today and which agency, city, 
county is responsible for what service, 
program, and encampment. We are all 
aware of how critical this issue is in our 
region as we all witness the impacts to 
our downtowns, neighborhoods, and  
open spaces. In April, I will attend a his-
toric summit in Sacramento between 

steps to change the current policy of 
allowing an individual, business, or polit-
ical action committee to give a candi-
date up to $25,000. Reducing the limit 
from $25,000 to the current state limit 
of $5,500 will help level the playing field 
for voters. The Board will take a final 
vote April 4. Please attend and voice 
your opinion. 
   Redistricting do-over: The year-old re-
districting lawsuit, which alleges that the 
County engaged in illegal gerrymander-
ing, is nearing resolution. Our Board has 
reached an agreement with SLO County 
Citizens for Good Government to settle 

the suit. The settlement will toss 
out the so-called Patten map, 
which left Oceano residents with-
out a supervisor. The Board will 
select a new district map at a 
hearing on April 18. 
   County Administrative Officer 
(CAO) resigns: Wade Horton, who 
served with exemplary integrity as 
our CAO the past five years and 
deserves our gratitude, is resign-
ing effective May 1. We will con-
duct a nationwide search for a 
new CAO who can bring a fresh 
perspective to addressing our 
community’s many challenges.  
   We Heart AG: Join me for We 
Heart AG's third annual communi-

ty volunteering event on Sunday 
April 23, organized by my amazing 

wife, Kendra! Visit WeHeartAG.com to 
sign up to volunteer. 
   Office hours: I welcome hearing from 
constituents. Please schedule an ap-
pointment by emailing our office at 
district4@co.slo.ca.us or calling 805-
781-4337. You can also sign up for my 
email newsletter and learn more about 
district news on the District 4 webpage 
at slocounty.ca.gov/district4.  

••• 
   Sincerely, 
   Jimmy Paulding 
   San Luis Obispo County 
   District 4 Supervisor  

continued on page 12 

Sign up to volunteer for We Heart AG on Sunday, April 23. 

https://www.weheartag.com/
mailto:district4@co.slo.ca.us
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Board-of-Supervisors/District-4-Supervisor-Jimmy-Paulding.aspx
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Arroyo Grande News 

   Hello from Grover Beach! 
   It's hopping here in Grover Beach! Fol-
lowing are a few highlights.  
   Last week Council approved an updat-
ed Camping Ordinance to help with the 
enforcement of camping on public and 
private property. We are hopeful this 
additional tool will work in conjunction 
with other programs to assist in alleviat-
ing issues regarding our homeless popu-
lation.  
   The Cabins for Change Project has 
been up and running for several months. 
The facility is full with a wait list. There 
have been no calls for service from the 

Grover Beach News 

neighborhood or facility. Success stories 
are waiting to be told. 
   The GBPD brought forward their Three-
Year Strategic Plan, and the goals are:  ☆ Implement Dynamic Health and Well-
ness Program;  ☆ Expand Community Engagement 
(including a youth engagement program 
utilizing our exceptional drone force); ☆ Respond to Community Concerns 
(current average response time: 1 mi-
nute, 48 seconds!!); ☆ Develop a Police Department Facili-
ties Master Plan. 
   On a somber note Anna Miller, Mayor 

   Hello Chamber members: Spring is in 
the air. The Easter Bunny is on his 
way. It's the season of rebirth, and it feels 
like we are emerging from a damp, dark 
winter into a welcome time of growth. 
   Our water cup runneth over. Literally. As 
I'm sure you're aware, Lopez Lake spilled 
for the first time in 25 years. There is at 
least five years of supply available in the 
lake now, and our groundwater basin is 
equally supercharged. The AG City Council 
voted to rescind our Stage 1 Water Emer-
gency. Penalties have ended, and we can 
return to a sense of normalcy. However... 
   Given this extraordinary water year, it is 
vital that we don't take our eye off the 
ball. There is a new normal in terms of 
water supply and conservation. As such, 
the Council will be revamping our Water 
Management Plan, including looking at 
programs that will encourage permanent 
conservation measures. We will also up-
date it with respect to changes in state 
law regarding per-capita water consump-

tion limits. This is expected to come for-
ward in May, and we welcome your in-
put. We have had cash-for-grass, plumb-
ing retrofits, and washer efficiency re-
bates for years. What other kinds of water 
programs would you like to see? 
   We also made the decision to abandon 
the Brisco Roundabout project. Costs bal-
looned to over $38 million, and given our 
critical infrastructure needs and limits to 
our revenue, it was out of reach. We look 
forward to focusing on our critical capital 
improvement projects and pavement.   
   Due to the failure of the sales tax meas-
ure, those needs far outstrip our ability to 
fix them, so VERY difficult decisions are 
ahead. Programs and projects will need to 
be cut, and the Council, again, welcomes 
your input as these decisions come for-
ward during budget time in May and June. 
   Don't forget about the Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, April 8th. Happy Easter! 
   Caren Ray Russom 
   Mayor, City of Arroyo Grande 

Pismo Beach News 

Welcome new 

Chamber members: 

• 7 Points Delivery 

• Perfetto Caffe 

• Carol Chenot, Optimal 

Health Coach 

• SLO Review 

• Central Coast Amateur 

Radio Group (CCARG) 

• Coastal Community Builders 

• Powerhouse Barre & Pilates 

• Budget Blinds of San Luis 

Obispo County 

   The continuing atmospheric rivers of 
rain have soaked our area since Decem-
ber. The good news is Lake Lopez is full 
and overflowing, the ground water basin 
has recovered, and there is now plenty 
of state water project as well. Our Coun-
cil has rescinded our water restrictions, 
but we still ask people to use water 
wisely. 
   We had substantial bluff erosion from 
the storms. and we have submitted a 
claim to FEMA for mitigation relief. 

   We are experimenting with a new park-
ing arrangement on Price Street down-
town. You may have noticed that we 
eliminated curb parking and put in addi-
tional center parking instead. We claim 
several additional parking spaces as a 
result. We will see how it works this sum-
mer, and we may make it permanent if 
there is a positive response. 
   The Farmer’s Market returns at the 
Pier Plaza on Wednesday, April 5, from 4 
to 7 pm and continues weekly until 
 

September 27. 
   Our annual Easter Egg-stravaganza will 
be held on Saturday, April 8, at Dinosaur 
Caves Park at 10 am. The event fea-
tures bounce houses, games, crafts, and 
of course, the Easter Egg hunt. The hunt 
begins at 10:10 am for children 3 and 
under with older children scheduled at 
later times. 

••• 
   Ed Waage 
   Mayor, City of Pismo Beach 

Pro Tem, resigned from Council on 
March 13. Unfortunately, personal cir-
cumstances required her to move out of 
the City limits. Her calm manner and 
common sense insights will be greatly 
missed. On the positive side, Council 
member Robert Robert has been ap-
pointed as Mayor Pro Tem and we are 
seeking applications to fill the vacancy in 
our District Three. 
   Here’s wishing you all a smashing 
April! 

••• 
   Karen Bright 
   Mayor, City of Grover Beach 

Page 3 
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RECENT RIBBON CUTTINGS 

Congrats Perfetto Caffe in Grover Beach! 
 

Congrats to Jami and Brian, new owners of Perfetto 
Caffe, on their ribbon cutting last month in Grover 

Beach! Thanks to Grover Beach City Councilmember 
Dan Rushing, Councilmember Clint Weirick, and City 
Manager Matt Bronson for celebrating with us. Per-

fetto Caffe is a traditional Italian cafe that serves 
delicious coffee, paninis, salads, and more. Earlier 

this year, Jami and Brian became the new owners of 
this Grover Beach staple from Genarro and Laura 
who still live locally. Jami and Brian are excited to 

keep the coffee shop the same as it's always been. 
They’ve added scones, biscotti, and homemade 
soup to the menu. They are located at 1750 El 
Camino Real in Grover Beach. Follow them on 

Facebook or Instagram to learn more.     

Congrats Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center! 
 
South County Chambers of Commerce officiated a ribbon cutting 
last week for Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center in downtown Guada-
lupe. The Dunes Center is a museum to promote the conservation 
and restoration of the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes ecosystem through 
education, research, and the support of cooperative stewardship. 
They offer community hikes into the dunes with a variety of focal 
points. Their educational programs bring science and nature educa-
tion into classrooms from Lompoc to San Luis Obispo. The Dunes 
Center is well known for its collection of artifacts excavated from the 
1923 site of Ten Commandments silent film set. Don't miss the 
Blacklake Golf Resort tournament in Nipomo on April 28th to benefit 
the Dunes Center. To learn more, please visit dunescenter.org. The 
Dunes Center is located at 1065 Guadalupe St. in Guadalupe.  

Congrats Central Coast Wound Care 
in Pismo Beach! 
 
We officiated a ribbon cutting for Central Coast 
Wound Care & Hyperbarics in Pismo Beach as 
part of their open house celebration. Central 
Coast Wound Care & Hyperbarics (CCWC) is the 
first and only full-service, physician-supervised, 
wound care and hyperbaric oxygen therapy cen-
ter in San Luis Obispo and North Santa Barbara 
Counties. Led by their wound care expert and 
board-certified physician, Dr. Steve Sabo, they 
specialize in treating a variety of wounds and 
medical conditions in their state-of-the-art facility 
located in Pismo Beach. CCWC is located at 901 
Oak Park Blvd. #103 in Pismo Beach (near the 
corner of James Way). Learn more at 
ccwounds.com.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100047370049860
http://dunescenter.org/
https://www.ccwounds.com/


https://www.juliasjuices2012.com/
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RECENT RIBBON CUTTINGS 

Congrats Team-System Corp! 
 

We celebrated a ribbon cutting with new Cham-
ber member Reginald of Team-System Corp—

along with his family (including a charming great 
grandson). Team-System Corp is an integrated 

real estate services company that strives to 
make the home buying and selling process as 
smooth and stress-free for clients as humanly 

possible. Their team and network consist of 
highly experienced, real estate brokers, transac-

tion coordinators, and contractors. For more 
information, please visit team-system.biz, or 

email Reginald at rjohnson@team-system.biz.   

Congrats Powerhouse Barre & Pilates in Nipomo! 
 
We celebrated a ribbon cutting last month with 
new Chamber member Powerhouse Barre & Pila-
tes in Nipomo. Their mission is to grow a commu-
nity built on encouragement and positivity. Their 
50-minute classes consist of small, low-impact 
movements that result in big changes. They will 
keep you challenged, connected, mindful, and 
motivated all while giving you better posture, 
increased flexibility, and full-body toning. Power-
house Barre & Pilates is located at 338-C W. 
Tefft St. in Nipomo. Follow their Facebook page 
or visit them online at phbarrepilates.com. 

LOOKING TO GET MORE INVOLVED? SIGN UP FOR A CHAMBER COMMITTEE. 

   Chamber members: We invite you to participate 
on a Chamber Committee as a way to 
help advance and unify the business community 
and promote the overall health and resiliency of 
the local economy. This is also an excellent op-
portunity to network with other businesses and 
nonprofits in a small, in-person setting.  
   Please read through the eight opportunities 
listed below and let us know if there 
are any committees that interest you. 
You can select more than one. All 
meetings will be in person with the 
exception of Governmental Affairs 
Committee meetings. Some meetings 

are monthly and others are less frequent. 
   There are eight current committees for 2023: 
• Governmental Affairs Committee (monthly via 
Zoom) 
• Chamber Ambassador Committee 
• Annual Dinner Planning Committee 
• 4th of July Fireworks Sales Committee 
• Foundation Committee 

• Legislative Papers Committee 
• Resource Fair Task Force Commit-
tee 
• Business Roundtable Committee 
    
Click here to learn more and sign up. 

https://team-system.biz/
mailto:rjohnson@team-system.biz
https://www.facebook.com/powerhousebarrepilates
https://www.phbarrepilates.com/
https://form.jotform.com/230617389532157


https://secure.fundeasy.com/ministrysync/event/home.php?e=25091
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NEW CHAMBER MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

Welcome Coastal Community Builders!  
 

New Chamber member Coastal Community 
Builders recently celebrated the grand opening 

of their new Vintage Ranch Estate model homes 
in Orcutt. Vintage Ranch is a special collection of 
41 modern farmhouses in Orcutt nestled against 

580 acres of open space with large lots sur-
rounded by oak-studded groves. Lots 1 and 3 

are both Belmont Plan 1, 2,282 square-foot 
homes with three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 

and an optional fourth bedroom. They also have 
a three-car tandem garage, covered patio, and 

courtyard. Please click here for more infor-
mation. Contact Coastal Community Builders at 

sales@ccb1.net or (805) 556-7322.     

Welcome 7 Points Delivery! 
 
7 Points Delivery provides professional and discreet 
cannabis delivery service straight to your door. They give 
their customers a smooth and professional experience 
that will surely make ordering cannabis comfortable. 
They take pride in their extensive menu that includes all 
of the top California brands on the market. They work 
with some of the most respected brands like 710 Labs, 
Papa & Barkley, STIIIZY, Gelato, CBX, Fig Farms, Alien 
Labs, Rosin Tech, West Coast Cure, Caviar Gold, Raw 
Garden, and much more. On top of the inventory they 
currently hold, they are always looking for what’s new 
and trending in the cannabis market, which calls for a 
consistently rotating menu as newer brands emerge and 
their customers get interested in new products. They 
now deliver within one-hour windows. Visit 7points.biz. 

Welcome Bubbles & Tea Coffeehouse of Nipomo! 
 
After living in San Diego for 10 years in Little Italy where she 
spent most of her time working  and enjoying coffee shops, 
wine bars, and restaurants, Maricruz needed a change. She 
felt compelled to bring all of the unique surroundings she had 
experienced in life and place them in a beautiful little corner in 
Nipomo, where she could not only give back to her community 
but to also fulfill and reawaken the inspiration that she had 
been longing for, and so Bubbles & Tea Coffeehouse was born. 
Bubbles and Tea Coffeehouse provides a relaxing, comfortable 
space to focus and unwind. They bring a fresh, innovative con-
cept to the coffee industry with great coffee, fresh pastries, 
salads, sandwiches, in addition to local or international wine. 
This new business will be opening soon at 338 W. Tefft St. 
Suite B in Nipomo. Follow them on Facebook or Instagram to 
stay connected. 

https://www.vintageranchhomes.com/
mailto:sales@ccb1.net
https://7points.biz/
https://www.facebook.com/bubblesandteacoffeehouse


https://www.sesloc.org/business-services/
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NEW CHAMBER MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

Welcome SLO Review! 
 
Based in Nipomo, SLO Review is San Luis Obispo County’s online 
connection to arts and culture. They publish feature articles covering 
creative areas of interest, reviews of local productions and exhibits, 
commentary on creative expression, and opportunities for everyone 
to explore their personal relationship with the arts. Their vision is to 
be an eloquent, innovative, and fertile nexus for the diverse mem-
bers of the San Luis Obispo County community to engage, discuss, 
and promote the arts. Their mission is to cultivate support for the 
visual, literary, and performing arts in San Luis Obispo County; to 
showcase the impact of the arts, cultural experiences, and authentic 
creative expression on the community; to create an online space ac-
cessible to all for meaningful discussion, education, and commentary 
about the arts; and to communicate opportunities for artists, writers, 
performers, and students to explore and articulate their personal 
artistic expressions. Find them online at sloreview.org. 

Welcome Carol Chenot, Optimal Health Coach! 
 
Sometimes a small business is born out of a passion or 
a hobby. In the case of Carol Chenot's health coaching 
business, it was a direct result of her losing 47 pounds 
in 2020. At the age of 70 (after a lifetime of yo-yo diet-
ing), Carol said "enough is enough" and she set out to 
find a health program that would help her achieve her 
goals once and for all. What she found is the program 
she is now so passionate about coaching. Carol said 
successful weight loss is just the beginning of a journey 
that focuses on habits of health including nutrition, 
sleep, motion, mindset, and more. She would love to 
talk with you more about your health goals and how you 
can achieve them "once and for all,” and there is never 
an obligation with that conversation. Contact Carol at 
coachcarol4health@gmail.com, or call (805) 400-0017. 

Welcome Central Coast Amateur Radio Group! 
 

Central Coast Amateur Radio Group (CCARG) is a 
“ham radio” enthusiast group. Based in Grover 

Beach, their objectives are to provide training and 
certification of Amateur Radio Licensed Radio Op-

erators, give communication support to the San 
Luis Obispo Emergency Communications Counsel, 

and support the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power 
Plant Emergency Disaster Plan and Five Cities local 

events for public safety. CCARG performs regular 
training drills as well as the annual ARRL Field Day 

training and other fun events in South County. 
CCARG is hosting a swap meet/fest on Saturday, 

May 13th, at Grover Beach Recreation Center from 
8 am to 12 noon. Learn more at ccarg.com. 

https://sloreview.org/
mailto:coachcarol4health@gmail.com
https://www.ccarg.com/


https://livedanareserve.com/
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county and city leaders to engage in 
creating and implementing a compre-
hensive statewide plan to address 
homelessness. The more the state gets 
its act together, the better it is for all of 
us. We have seen success at 5 Cities 
Homeless Coalition’s Cabins for Change 
program in Grover Beach, so let’s keep 
this effort rolling forward.  
   Every dollar matters these days and as 
costs rise, perhaps your employees 
could benefit from the Get Connected 
California!—the Affordable Connectivity 
Program (ACP) enrollment. This program 
is to help more households start saving 
on their home internet bill and on April 
22nd an event to register will be held at 
the Boys and Girls Club in Paso Robles.  
Click here for more information. 
   There are many ways to serve your 
community and being on the Grand Jury 
is a big one. A new grand jury is empan-

eled each year and this year’s applica-
tions are due April 14. Grand jurors vol-
unteer to work as an independent body 
under the guidance of the Superior 
Court. Investigations may be initiated in 
response to formal complaints, newspa-
per articles, or recommendation from a 
previous grand jury. Investigating and 
reporting on the operations of local gov-
ernment is known as the “watchdog” 
function of a civil grand jury.  Each civil 
grand jury determines which officers, 
departments, and agencies it will investi-
gate during its term of office. Download 
the grand jury application here. 
   Get ready to celebrate children and 
families in April, the Month of Child & 
Child Abuse Prevention Month. It will be 
officially proclaimed by the SLO County 
Board of Supervisors on April 4th. First 5 
SLO County and partners invite you to 
just a few of many upcoming events 
dedicated to our youngest population 
and honoring their value to our commu-
nities. Learn more here. 

    Last month, the Board of Supervisors 
honored the recipients of The Communi-
ty Foundation of San Luis Obispo County 
Richard J. Weyhrich Leadership Scholar-
ship Awards who were local high school 
students. It is important to remember 
the challenges of attending high school 
virtually yet somehow these students 
kept their drive for excellence, although 
they noted the stress of the pandemic 
and challenges. Each award winner 
shared their college prospects and ex-
amples of how they engage in their com-
munity. We all enjoy the leadership 
demonstrated by these inspiring young 
adults. Congratulations!  
   This month’s office hours: April 6th 
Avila Beach Civic Center; April 13th Shell 
Beach Library, April 20th at the Grover 
Beach Launch Pad. Reach out to Legis-
lative Assistant, Kelley Abbas at 
kabbas@co.slo.ca.us or 805-781-4336.  
   Dawn Ortiz-Legg 
   San Luis Obispo County 
   District 3 Supervisor  

District 3 news, 
continued from page 2 

We appreciate our renewing Chamber members for their continued support 

A.G. Community Hospital/Dignity Health: 
Founding Level Chairman’s Circle member 
Tenet Health Central Coast: 
Platinum Level Chairman’s Circle member 
Vespera Resort on Pismo Beach: 
Platinum Level Chairman’s Circle member 
Dana Reserve: Gold Level Chairman’s 
Circle member 
Touchstone Central Coast 
Linda Vleit Insurance Services 
Geriatric Care Management and 
Dementia Consulting—Alexandra Morris 
ACE Certified Tree Care 
Richardson Properties—Paul Alandt 
Round Table Pizza 

Fissori Real Estate Team 
Camino Mercado Associates 
Dunes Alliance 
TNT Fireworks 
Sierra Body Shop LLC 
Radiology Associates—Five Cities Medical 
Imaging 
Pismo Coast Village RV Resort 
Ken Levine: Associate member 
James R Murphy Jr and John D Baron—A 
Law Corporation 
Lady Di's Boutique  
Gary Gracia Real Estate 
Printpal Promotions & Printing 
Central Coast Glow 

Frederick Law Firm 
Allstate Suncoast Insurance Services Inc 
Holiday Inn Express 
Fin's Seafood Restaurant 
Huckleberry's Restaurant Pismo Beach 
Computer Techs/Professional IT Solutions  
Sensorio 
SCORE San Luis Obispo County 
Smith Mechanical Electrical Plumbing 
South County Historical Society 
Gold Coast Express Registration 
DANA Adobe & Cultural Center 
WCP Developers LLC 
Fashions for a Purpose 
Astro Financial and Insurance Services  

Beach team volunteered for the Stone 
Soup Mardi Paws Dog Parade and 
helped local Rotary assemble 10,000 
packs of rice in partnership with Rise 

Mechanics Bank, continued from page 1 Against Hunger. 
   Mechanics Bank has also supported 
Transitions-Mental Health Association 
and Woods Humane Society in San Luis 
Obispo. Mechanics Bank is proud to 
continue their support of California Poly-

technic State University (Cal Poly)'s Stu-
dent Athlete of the Week. 
   Mechanics Bank has local branches in 
Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach, and Nipo-
mo, as well as two branches in Pismo 
Beach. Visit mechanicsbank.com. 

opportunities to attend as well. We ap-
preciate our partnership with our title 
sponsor, San Luis Obispo County Work-
force Development Board. It is through 
their generous support of the business 

community and strong partnership with 
our Chamber that we are bringing this 
program to South County.” 
   This will be a free community event 
that includes giveaways, complimentary 
beverages, raffle prizes, and food availa-
ble for purchase. South County Cham-
bers of Commerce is also providing the 

local business community with opportu-
nities to sponsor this event for extra 
promotional benefits or to purchase a 
table so they can participate at the fair.   
Businesses can contact Chamber CEO 
Kathy McCorry to sign up at 
kathy@southcountychambers.com, or 
call (805) 489-1488. 

Passport to Success: Business Resource 
& Job Fair, continued from page 1 

https://www.internetforallnow.org/events/get-connected-california-2
https://www.slo.courts.ca.gov/general-information/jury-service/grand-jury/grand-jury-application
https://www.first5slo.org/event-details.php?id=391
mailto:kabbas@co.slo.ca.us
https://www.mechanicsbank.com/
mailto:kathy@southcountychambers.com


https://www.californiafreshmarket.com/


   SAN LUIS OBISPO—The Cal Poly Center 
for Innovation for Entrepreneurship (CIE) 
Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) recently announced the 12 tech 
startup semi-finalists to compete in the 
2023 Angel Conference (listed below). 
The hybrid conference will take place at 
SLO Brew Rock and stream on YouTube 
Live on June 1st. Companies will have 
an opportunity to compete for 
$100,000+ in equity-backed funding. 
AMS Pharma: a novel medical treatment 
for autism 
Artifex Technologies: a web-based data 
processing tool for construction profes-
sionals who need quick synthesis of 
their 3D data 
DEMO Studios: allows creators to make 
money by selling collaboration rights to 
their content 
Eden Concept Fill: developed Cellyfill, a 
new, fully sustainable replacement to 
synthetic oil-based cushioning known as 
Polyfoam 
MyMetaFi: collect, use, and trade the 
most valuable NFTs without having to 

Vetama: a mobile veterinary company 
VLab Education: helping students find a 
passion for STEM by developing VR sci-
ence experiments for students, giving 
them a method of experiencing what it is 
like to be a scientist, regardless of their 
access to traditional lab resources 
Zoetic Motion: an innovative physical 
therapy platform that combines comput-
er vision technology with gamification to 
provide patients with an engaging and 
effective recovery experience 
   This annual event is propelled by a 
dedicated group of angel investors inter-
ested in investing in early-stage startups 
in exchange for ownership equity or con-
vertible debt. The top six startup finalists 
will compete in the sixth annual Angel-
Con pitch competition on Thursday, June 
1st, at SLO Brew Rock and stream on 
YouTube Live. The winner will receive 
$100,000+ in angel investments to 
grow their business. 
   Attendees can purchase tickets at 
angelcon2023.eventbrite.com. Virtual 
and in-person tickets are available. 

pay full price. MyMetaFi enables users 
to pool money together with others to 
buy valuable NFTs 
Neocharge: a sustainably driven compa-
ny dedicated to optimizing home energy 
usage to reduce cost, carbon emissions, 
and support the reliability of the electri-
cal grid 
PureSite: designs, manufactures, and 
installs advanced air purification sys-
tems that clean and disinfect the air in 
commercial applications, such as agri-
culture cold storage, airport terminals, 
and entertainment venues 
Quantum Energy: The TotalView Energy 
Platform and API is a comprehensive AI-
driven software tool for clean energy 
decision-makers 
Ryde: peer-to-peer travel marketplace 
that connects student drivers with stu-
dent riders for long-distance travel 

Top 12 tech startup semi-finalists announced for AngelCon 

Page 14 South County Chambers of Commerce 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/angelcon-2023-tickets-547963632977
https://www.slocal.com/welcome/


https://artemisartworks.com/costarica/
https://hfhsloco.org/rsvp/
https://www.envoymortgage.com/loan-officer/fernando-granados-arroyo-grande-ca/
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   SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY — 
Starting last month, Maxine 
Kozler became the Executive 
Director of the Mission Com-
munity Services Corporation 
(MCSC) which runs the Wom-
en’s Business Center for SLO, 
Kern, and Monterey Counties.  
   Maxine “Maxi” started her 
career in the entertainment 
business with a specialty in 
protecting and growing intellec-
tual property assets including 
licensing and partnerships. She contin-
ued her career by developing consumer 
product brands through PR, social me-
dia, and influencer marketing. She was 
able to combine her experience with IP, 
marketing ,and operations to invest and 
advise startup founders by becoming a 
venture capital investor.  
   Maxi is the Co-Managing Director of 
LDR Ventures, a California-based, fe-
male-led consulting and venture capital 
firm. Her expertise includes early-stage 
capital raising, deal structuring and syn-
dication, strategies for growth, market-

ing, and scaling. She invests in 
and advises founders to help 
grow their businesses from 
proof-of-concept to market 
leadership. Maxine also has a 
strong background in fundrais-
ing for nonprofits and gives 
her time to several organiza-
tions that benefit women and 
female entrepreneurs.  
   The MCSC Board of Directors 

said they are very pleased to 
have Maxine join their team. 

   “She brings a background and experi-
ence level we believe will guide us into 
the next stage of life as we continue to 
grow and expand our Women’s Busi-
ness Centers in San Luis Obispo, Kern, 
and Monterey Counties. Maxine brings 
an energy and vibrancy which is invigor-
ating and shares our passion for the 
work we do,” they said. 

••• 
Mission Community Services Corpora-
tion (MCSC) is a 501(c)3 and host to the 
Women’s Business Center since October 
2006. Visit mcscorp.org for more info. 

Mission Community Services Corporation 

(MCSC) announces new Executive Director 
Buy Local gift card 

program ends ahead 

of expected deadline 

   GROVER BEACH — The popular 
“Buy Local” gift card program ended 
March 22—over a week ahead of the 
March 31st deadline—since all gift 
cards were claimed. 
   Here is a quick recap: Over 
$22,985 worth of Grover Beach 
dining receipts were submitted via 
the Chamber’s website and 203 
free $25 gift cards were distributed 
to participating diners. Receipts 
from Grover Beach restaurants, win-
eries, and breweries dated from 
February 12, 2023 to March 22, 
2023 could be redeemed for a free 
$25 gift card once $100 worth of 
receipts were collected. Participants 
received gift cards from another 
restaurant, winery, or brewery. 
   In partnership with the South 
County Chambers of Commerce, the 
Grover Beach City Council imple-
mented the Buy Local program as 
part of the City’s ongoing efforts to 
stimulate the economy, retain local 
jobs, and help businesses thrive.  

Maxine Kozler 

https://www.danaadobe.org/
https://www.mcscorp.org/


https://www.1stcapital.bank/
https://hospiceslo.org/events
http://www.kochplaza.com/
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   ARROYO GRANDE — Com-
puter Techs, Inc., a regional 
provider of business technol-
ogy solutions to the small-to-
medium (SMB) size business 
market, announced its name 
change to Professional IT 
Solutions. The new name 
takes effect on April 3, 2023. 
   The company-wide name 
change and rebranding comes as 
technological capabilities, user adop-
tion, and client demands have ad-
vanced. Computer Techs, Inc. has 
simultaneously evolved, transforming 
from a “break-fix” shop to a regional IT 
services and security provider. As IT 
has grown to play a strategic role in 
organizations across size and indus-
tries, Computer Techs, Inc. has seen a 
complete evolution of its technology 
offerings, providing proactive solutions 
that monitor and maintain client net-
works to mitigate downtime should a 
disaster arise. 
   That solution suite will carry into and 

expand with Professional IT 
Solutions, with its technology 
offerings  focusing  on physi-
cal and network security, 
including: data backup and 
disaster recovery solutions, 
network and email security, 
cyber security, training and 
compliance, vCIO and vCSO 
services, and numerous oth-

er offerings. 
   “Our name change reflects the com-
pany we have grown into over the past 
25+ years—one that is known for 
providing leading technology solutions 
that align with our clients’ business 
strategy,” said company CEO, Lyle 
Thomas, who founded the company in 
1996. “From network and physical 
security to the cloud and data storage, 
the Professional IT Solutions brand 
allows us to better communicate and 
encompasses our mission.” 
   For more information about Profes-
sional IT Solutions and its offerings, 
visit ProITZone.com. 

Arroyo Grande’s Computer Techs, Inc. 
rebrands to become Professional IT Solutions 

SESLOC announces 

new CFS Financial Advisor  

   SAN LUIS OBISPO — 
SESLOC Federal Credit 
Union appointed Chris 
Datu, a registered finan-
cial advisor with 
SESLOC's broker/dealer 
CUSO Financial Ser-
vices, L.P. (CFS), to their 
Wealth Management 
program. 
   "We're excited to offer Chris' knowledge 
to our members. He will be a valuable 
resource to support their financial goals at 
every life stage. As a long-term Central 
Coast resident, Chris understands the 
unique financial needs and challenges of 
our community," says Kelli Briggs, SESLOC 
EVP/Chief Operations Officer. 
   Chris will serve SESLOC's membership at 
all six branches in Arroyo Grande, San Luis 
Obispo, Paso Robles, Atascadero, Santa 
Maria, and at Cal Poly. He will offer wealth 
management services including compre-
hensive financial planning, tax-deferred 
investments, retirement income strate-
gies, retirement plan rollovers, insurance, 
and retirement plans for businesses. 

Chris Datu 

https://www.solarponics.com/
http://www.ProITZone.com


https://www.fredericklaw.net/
https://www.facebook.com/BlankenburgProperties
https://business.southcountychambers.com/events/details/2023-april-rise-shine-south-county-35715?calendarMonth=2023-04-01


Leadership South County Class IV experiences an unexpected snowy retreat 
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   SOUTH COUNTY—South County Leader-
ship Class IV enjoyed a once-in-a-lifetime 
winter wonderland for their weekend re-
treat at the Lodge at Oak Creek Ranch in 
nearby Santa Margarita. This retreat 
kicked off the nine-month program where 
the class will participate in leadership 
development classes with Marty and Wes 
of CultureStoke and engage in communi-
ty-based themed day sessions. Class IV's 
first day session (Health and Wellness 
Day) was at the Matthew Will Memorial 

Medical Center in Arroyo Grande spon-
sored by Dignity Health. 
 

   Welcome to the Class IV participants: 
Lisa Jean: Pismo Coast Assoc. of Realtors 
Whitney McDonald: City of Arroyo Grande 
Cindy Ambriz: 1st Capital Bank 
Amber Rogers: A.G. Community Hospital 
Kristine Canada: Talley Vineyards 
Gabriel Munoz-Morris: City of Grover Beach 
Ligia Zavala: South County Chambers 
Daniel Rushing: Boys & Girls Clubs of Mid 
Central Coast 

Jim Munro: City of Grover Beach Police 
Dave Pier: Clark Center for Performing Arts 
Lynda Horejsi: City of Arroyo Grande 
Marc Pineda: Sunrise Security 
Jeff Lee: County of SLO/Public Works 
Jennifer White: Farmers Insurance 
Heather Muran: REACH 
Rebecca Baker: Chicken Riddle Media 
Todd Huebler: State Farm Insurance 
James Sofranko: County of SLO, District 4 
Jacob Erdman: Torchlight Marketing 
— Learn more about Leadership South 
County at southcountychambers.com. 

https://thelaunchpadsouthcountychambers.com/
https://chambervu.com/southcounty23/
https://www.southcountychambers.com/leadership-south-county/


https://slosolstice.com/
https://www.culturestoke.com/
https://business.southcountychambers.com/events/details/2023-april-sccc-luncheon-event-vespera-resort-on-pismo-beach-35726?calendarMonth=2023-04-01


2023 Chamber Board of Directors, Staff, & Ambassadors 

Board of Directors: 
Kristen Palera 
The Lodge at Two Moons 

Chairperson 
 
Josh Erdman 
Torchlight Marketing 
Vice Chairperson 
 

Jeff Chambers 
Tommy Hilfiger 
Immediate Past Chairperson 
 
Anthony Salas 
Epic Entertainment 
Treasurer 

 
Marshall Brown 
associate member 
Secretary 
 
Ron Reilly 

Garing, Taylor, & Associates 
 
Ken Dalebout 
Arroyo Grande Community Hospital 
Dignity Health 
 

Mary Gardner 
SLO Regional Transit Authority 
 
Kim Banks, BBSI 
 
Stacie Lager 
SLO County Farm Supply Company 

Kassi Dee 
Nan’s Pre-Owned Books 
 
Nicole Moore, 
SeaCrest Oceanfront Hotel 
 
Adam Verdin 
Old Juan’s Cantina 
 
Tim Jensen 
CoastHills Credit Union 
 

Mary Ishikawa, Allstate Suncoast 
Insurance Services 
 

Chamber Staff: 
Kathy McCorry 
CEO 

ceo@southcountychambers.com 
 
Ligia Zavala 
Chief Operations Officer 
office@southcountychambers.com 
 

Holly Leighton 
Marketing & Tourism Coordinator 
info@southcountychambers.com 
 
Jessica Blanco 
Business Engagement Liaison 
cowork@southcountychambers.com 
 
Megan Leininger 
CWC Manager 
California Welcome Center (CWC) 
megan@southcountychambers.com 

Hugo Balcazar 
Membership Coordinator 
hugo@southcountychambers.com 
 
Kyrstin Pull, Event Coordinator 
for South County Regional Center 
kyrstin@southcountychambers.com 
 
Chamber Ambassadors: 
Donna Milne, 1st Capital Bank 
Chairperson 
 

Vanessa Oms, Envoy Mortgage 
Vice Chairperson 
 
Kassi Dee, Nan’s Pre-Owned Books 
 
Lettie Fuller, Mechanics Bank 
 

Sue MacCagno Palmer 
Sue's Mobile Notary/Signing Service  
 
Kris Sinay 
Garing, Taylor & Associates 

 
Shannon Bowdey & Michelle Mills, 
SLO Happy Homes 
 
Kim Banks, BBSI 
 
Erika Weber, Guadalupe-Nipomo 

Dunes Center 
 
Kimberley Victor, 
Mary Kay Cosmetics 
& Fashions for a Purpose 

Mike Leon, Burke & Pace Lumber 
 
Samantha Coelho, 
Balanced Beauty Boutique 
 
Carole Brown, 
Gold Coast Express Registration 
 
Rod Brown, 
Geriatric Care Management 
and Dementia Consulting 
 
Fernando Granados, Envoy Mortgage 
 
Rachelle Krelle, eXp Realty 
 
Todd Huebler, State Farm 
 
Robyn Brnkerhoff, Empower Yoga 
and Community Boutique 
 
Dillon McGill, Wacker Wealth 
 
Rebecca Baker, 
Chicken Riddle Media 
 
Andrew Paul, 
Edward Jones Investments 
 
Alicia Paniagua, Cuesta College  
 
Dan Snowden, 
CoastHills Credit Union 
 
Heidi Brodmarkle-Brun, 
Damsel in Defense  
 
Michael Specchierla, 
SLO County Office of Education 
SLO Partners 

Thank you to our Chairman’s Circle sponsors! 

Founding Level Sponsors Diamond Level Sponsors 

Platinum Level Sponsors 
Gold Level Sponsors 



mailto:kathy@southcountychambers.com


Chamber mailing address: 
PO Box 672 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93421 
 
Chamber office phone: (805) 489-1488 
Email: office@southcountychambers.com 
 
Offices: 
800-A West Branch St. 
in Arroyo Grande (805) 489-1488 
(please call ahead for an appointment) 
 
391 Front St. Suite E (cowork office) 
in Grover Beach (805) 574-1981 
(please call ahead for an appointment) 
 
333 5 Cities Dr. Suite 100 (welcome center) 
in Pismo Beach (805) 668-7354 
(open seven days a week: 10 am to 6:30 pm) 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

https://business.southcountychambers.com/events/details/2023-april-sccc-chamber-mixer-at-vespera-resort-35730?calendarMonth=2023-04-01

