


The Ute people are the oldest residents of Colorado, inhabiting 
the mountains and vast areas of Colorado, Utah, Wyoming,  
Eastern Nevada, Northern New Mexico and Arizona.  According 
to tribal history handed down from generation to generation, 
our people lived here since the beginning of time.

Prior to acquiring the horse, the Utes lived off the land es-
tablishing a unique relationship with the ecosystem.   They would travel and camp in 
familiar sites and use well established routes such as the Ute Trail that can still be seen 
in the forests of the Grand Mesa, and the forerunner of the scenic highway traversing 
through South Park, and Cascade, Colorado. 
Source: Southern Ute  Tribe websiteAgenda at a Glance



Welcome to the Conference!
August 29, 2016

To Conference Participants and Honored Guests – 

Welcome to the 18th Annual National Tribal Preservation Conference, convened by the National  
Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers and hosted by the Southern Ute Indian Tribe.  We extend 
our sincere appreciation to the Southern Ute Tribe, Chairman Clement J. Frost, and tribal staff and the Sky 
Ute Casino Resort staff for their hospitality and support.  The Tribe’s overall efforts to provide local jobs – as 
well as preserve their culture and honor their past – are an encouraging model for all of Indian country.

We look forward to learning more about tribal work in this region, including challenges and success stories 
in the areas of cultural and natural resource management.  It is encouraging to see so many returning 
THPOs this year and we all look forward to meeting the new THPOs.  It is also good to see our Federal 
partners in attendance.  We look forward to the sharing of information and spirited discussions on a  
variety of topics.  

We say it every year and it continues to be true – we hope that you get a chance to interact with your 
friends and colleagues from earlier meetings, as well as build new working relationships and make new 
friends.  One of the main purposes of the conference is to bring people together to share information, to 
provide a national showcase tribal preservation accomplishments, and to celebrate your dedication to  
preserving American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian cultures.

Thank you for your interest and support of NATHPO over the years and welcome to Ute country.

 
Janine Ledford, Makah Tribe of Washington THPO, and 
NATHPO General Chairman 

NATHPO Board Members
Janine Ledford, Chair (Northwest/Alaska)
Alvin Windy Boy, Vice Chair (Rocky Mountain)
Natalie Weyaus, Treasurer (Midwest)
Everett Bandy (Eastern Oklahoma)
John Brown (Eastern)

Kurt Dongoske (Southwest)
Lance Foster (Southern Plains)
Shasta Gaughen (Pacific)
Randy Teboe (Great Plains)
Navajo Nation THPO
Western THPO
D. Bambi Kraus, President, ex officio



Founded in 1998, the Association is a national non-profit membership organi-
zation of Tribal government officials who implement federal and tribal preservation 
laws. NATHPO’s overarching purpose is to support the preservation, maintenance and 
revitalization of the cutlure and traditions of Native peoples of the United States. This 
is accomplished most importantly through the support of Tribal Historic Preservation 
Programs as acknowledgded by the National Park Service.

Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (THPOs) have the responsibilities of State  
Historic Preservation Officers on tribal lands and advise and work with federal agen-
cies on the management of tribal historic properties. THPOs also preserve and rejuve-
nate the unique cultural traditions and practices of their tribal communities.

NATHPO activities include monitoring the U.S. Congress, Administration, and state 
activities on issues that affect all Tribes and monitoring the effectiveness of federally 
mandated compliance reviews and identification, evaluation, and management of trib-
al historic properties. Examples of completed and ongoing projects: “Tribal Tourism 
Toolkit for the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial and Other Tribal Opportunities (2002),” 
and “Many Nations Media Project - News from the Lewis & Clark Trail (2002-5),” 
and “Treaty Research Project for Continental U.S. (2001).” NATHPO also offers 
training and technical assistance on federal historic preservation laws.

Principles and Purposes of NATHPO (NATHPO is guided by three main principles)

•  Tribal Sovereignty – the inherent right of Indian Nations to self-government

•  Confidentiality – recognition of the need to respect the confidentiality of infor-
mation regarding Native cultural and ceremonial practices and places of religious 
or cultural significance.

•     No boundaries – NATHPO recognizes that the cultural and heritage preservation 
interests of Indian Nations and their peoples often extend far beyond the bound-
aries of present-day reservations -- often crossing state and national boundaries 
-- and stands ready to assist in activities relating to transboundary cultural and 
environmental issues.

About  
NATHPO

National

Association of  

Tribal Historic  

Preservation

Officers



18TH NATIONAL TRIBAL PRESERVATION CONFERENCE

Agenda 
Sunday, August 28, 2016

Travel day.  Hotel check-in starts at 4:00pm

1pm-5pm Registration open for conference, workshops, consultation rooms, and Summit.
 Location:   Hotel Lobby

Evening (on your own)

Monday, August 29, 2016

7am-6pm Registration open for conference, workshops, consultation rooms, and Summit.
 Location:   Event Center

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 

NATHPO is collaborating with Chimney Rock National Monument, the American Indian Language Development Institute (AILDI), and 
the National Park Service (NPS) to offer exciting new educational opportunities for THPOs, tribal staff, and others. 

1.  “Field Trip to Chimney Rock National Monument” (limited to 23 people).    
Cost $50.  Time:  8:00am-1pm.  Meet in hotel lobby.  SOLD OUT - any vacancies filled on site - 
Participants will leave Sky Ute Resort to Chimney Rock National Monument no later than 8:15am and return about 1pm.  Drive is 
about 40 minutes each way.  Transportation, $25 entrance fee, and lunch included.  Must register to take this walking field trip.

2. “THPO Toolkit Training,” led by Dr. Thomas Gates for NATHPO using the THPO Toolkit that was developed by NATHPO with partial 
funding provided by the NPS (limited to 25 participants).   
Cost $75.  Time:  9am-4pm.  Location:  Vida Peabody Room
This educational session will focus on pertinent issues faced by THPOs and their staff and is geared for new THPOs and those seek-

ing basic training.  Topics include, but are not limited to: the THPO-Federal Preservation Program Relationship; Strategic Planning to 
Scope and Focus THPO Programs; Survey, Inventory, and National Register Programs; Section 106 Dynamics; Advising and Cooperat-
ing with other Governments; THPOs as Sovereignty Advocates; and more.

3. “Native Language Workshop:  Organizing Cultural Content Using FLex,” led by Stacey Oberly and  
Alyce Sadongei, American Indian Language Development Institute (AILDI).    
Cost $100.  Time:   9am-4pm (8:30 am for those needing to download FLEx).  Location:  John S. Williams Room
FLEx is a free, downloadable software that can be used to create glossaries, dictionaries or handbooks. FLEx can isolate words or descrip-

tions from texts and documents that can be organized into manuals or other resource  
materials. Photos or maps can also be inserted to provide visual content. If you have oral histories (written or digital), or documents that 
may contain information about culturally significant sites or language recordings and texts this workshop will provide a hands-on oppor-
tunity for using FleX. A laptop is required. After you have registered you will receive the link for the free download.

6-8:30pm  Opening Reception
  Location:  Pool Courtyard, Sky Ute Resort



Agenda 
Tuesday, August 30, 2016

8am-12noon  Registration open
  Location:  Event Center

8am-5pm  Private Consultation Rooms for Federal Agencies and Tribal Representatives
  Location:  Bonny Kent Room and Sales Conference Room
  Note:  See sign-up sheets at NATHPO Registration Table.

9:00-10:15am  Welcome and Opening Remarks 
   Location:  Event A Room, Sky Ute Resort
  Traditional Prayer: Alden Naranjo, NAGPRA Coordinator/Tribal Elder
  Welcome to the Community by Southern Ute Tribal Chairman Clement J. Frost
  Opening Song
  Introduction of Sunshine Smith Youth Council and Southern Ute Tribal Royalty
  Introduction of Sister Tribes: 
   •   Ute Mountain Ute

   •   Ute Tribe of Utah 

  Remarks from Special Guest
   •   Denise Ryan, Deputy Director, National Park Service
  NATHPO Introductions
  Attendee Introductions

10:15-10:30am  Break

10:30-11:00am  Legislative Update
Adam Jones, Associate Director for Government Relations and Policy, National Trust for  
Historic Preservation  

Adam will provide an update on current legislation related to historic preservation, including reauthorization of the 
Historic Preservation Fund and FY2016 federal appropriations.

11:00-12noon  The Navajo Nation Museum and Cultural Preservation Today
Manuelito Wheeler, Director of the Navajo Nation Museum, will talk about how a tribal museum is taking 
a lead role in bringing innovative projects to help define and preserve Navajo culture.  Manny will discuss 
projects that he has worked on the past 10 years,  
including Finding Nemo and Star Wars dubbed in Navajo.

Lunch Break  Lunch (provided)
Noon-1:30pm  Speakers:  Maureen Mahoney and James Charles, Seminole Tribe of Florida

Earlier this year the Seminole Tribe of Florida received approval to substitute its Cultural  
Resource Ordinance for the Section 106 process under the National Historic Preservation Act.  The Seminole 
Tribe’s THPO has been operating since 2006 and this approval is a major step toward the Tribe assuming greater 
self-determination over the cultural resources that are significant to the Seminole Tribe.  Maureen and James 
will briefly tell the Seminole Tribe’s story in developing and implementing the Cultural Resource Ordinance and 
subsequent federal approval including the Seminole Tribe’s motivation to assume federal responsibilities with-

out having to sacrifice their traditions and cultural identity.
  Location:  Event B Room

1:30-3:00pm  Tribal Success Stories 
Indian tribes will provide information on their efforts to save historic properties in their communities.
 

History and Restoration of Kake Cannery, Southeast Alaska
This is an overview of the Kake Cannery, owned and managed by the Organized Village of Kake (OVK) that is one 
of the few tribally owned and managed National Historic Landmarks.  The tribe and the NHL are located 
in Kake, Alaska, in the southeast panhandle of the state.  In 1906 the Kake Trading & Packing Company 
established a King Salmon mild cure station and dock a mile south of the village of Kake.  In 1912 the 
Sanborn Cutting Company purchased the site and expanded it into a salmon packing company.  Village 
residents and local fishermen supplied the cannery with primarily pink and chum salmon; Chinese 



laborers helped clean and butcher the catch.  In 1917 the cannery exceeded packing 89,000 cases of 
king, red, silver pink and chum salmon.  In 1949 OVK, under the Indian Reorganization Act, acquired the 
cannery in trust through the U.S. government.  Unfortunately, the cannery closed in the late 1970s.  On 
December 9, 1997, the Kake Cannery became a National Historic Landmark based on its key role in the 
development of the Alaskan salmon canning industry during the first half of the 20th century and its mul-
ti-ethnic workforce, including Chinese, Japanese, Filipino and smaller portions of Korean, Mexican, and 
African American laborers.  The Kake Cannery, one of 134 canneries built along the southeast region of 
Alaska, was notable for its reputation as the largest cannery in the region.  After a long search for financial 
resources to restore, preserve, and reuse this historic cannery -- and prior to the loss of two warehouse 

buildings -- stabilization work began in January 2015 and is ongoing.  The goal is to preserve this unique 
historic landmark not only for the Tribe but for the nation as a whole.  Occupancy and reuse is expected 
as early as 2017.  The restoration work being used in the rainforest of southeast Alaska has onlookers and 
students of stabilization work as intrigued as those who are interested in the cannery’s history.
 •  Teresa Gaudette, Organized Village of Kake THPO

The Western Klamath Restoration Partnership
This presentation describes the historic partnership between the Karuk Tribe and the U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS) together with several community organizations.  The tribe has negotiated a posi-
tion where it is leading project management with the USFS as a partner, not a regulator.  This has 
allowed unprecedented opportunities for assessing tribal resources outside tribal lands, but within 
the Tribal Aboriginal Territory.  Key features of investigation include the definition of sites according 
to tribally-developed metrics including known village sites, historic travel route, and cultural vege-

tation characteristics.  These metrics collectively allow for a landscape level survey of tribal cultural 
resources.

 •  Alex Watts-Tobin, Karuk Tribe THPO-Archaeologist

Ute Culture in Utah National Parks
This is a talk about Ute people returning to traditional territories in southeastern Utah, which are now 
held and managed by the National Park Service. Tribally appointed representatives from the Southern 
Ute Tribe and the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation recently participated in Eth-

nographic Overview and Assessment studies in Arches National Park and Canyonlands National Park. 
The purpose of the studies was to bring an official Ute Voice to these parks. The studies identified 
places, plants, and artifacts found within the parks, which are of contemporary cultural significance 
to Ute people. In addition, Ute representatives suggested culturally sensitive interpretations of park 
displays.

 •  Richard W. Stoffle, University of Arizona
 •  Alden Naranjo, Southern Ute Tribe

  

3:00-3:15pm  Break

3:15-5:00pm  Federal Agency Project Outreach and Announcements
Four federal agencies will provide information on new or ongoing projects that involve Tribal  
Nations:

U.S. Navy/Defense Department and NATHPO Sacred Site Case Studies Project
This will be an update on the Navy-NATHPO project to compile case studies on Indian sacred sites 
and military installations.  Panelists:
 •  Cheryl Huckerby, U.S. Navy
 •  D. Bambi Kraus, NATHPO

Tuesday, August 30, continued



Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), Ancestral Lands Project 

NRCS and NATHPO entered into an agreement in July 2015 to develop a short training curricu-

lum for USDA NRCS employees as guidance for working with federally recognized Indian tribes 
that includes an overview of tribal history and ancestral lands.  This session provides an update 

on the final draft guidance and is seeking tribal review and  
comments.

 •  Dana Vaillancourt, Federal Preservation Officer, NRCS/USDA
 •  Sharron Santure, NRCS Cultural Resource Specialist, Project Director
 •  Ira Matt (Salish/Kootenai), NRCS Liaison to the Advisory Council on  
     Historic Preservation
 •  D. Bambi Kraus, NATHPO

Department of Homeland Security (DHS), “Standard Treatment for Telecommunications Pro-

jects on Federal Land”
DHS officials will provide an overview of ongoing efforts to develop Draft Standard Treat-
ments for Telecommunications Projects on Federal Land.  Developed in accordance with Sec. 
800.14(d), the draft will establish best practices for a set of common telecommunications 
infrastructure activities that would typically not result in adverse effects on historic properties.  
Examples include: collocation on existing wireless towers, burying telecommunications cable 
in existing road rights-of-way, and installing aerial telecommunications cable.  The Draft was 
developed by BLM, BIA, and the NPS within the Interior Department, the U.S. Forest Service and 
Rural Utility Service within the Agriculture Department, and DHS.
 •  Darrell Smith, Office of Emergency Communications, Department of Homeland  
     Security
 •  Jennifer Hass, Federal Preservation Officer

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
The 50th anniversary of the NHPA presents a unique opportunity to both celebrate our accom-

plishments and plan for the future. Join ACHP leadership and staff to share your thoughts on the 
future of tribal historic preservation. The ACHP is preparing a major report with recommenda-

tions for improving the national preservation program. The report will be submitted to Congress 
and the incoming Administration in January 2017. This is your opportunity to tell the ACHP what 
you think needs to change and how to improve tribal historic preservation.
 •  Chairman Leonard Forsman (Suquamish Tribe), ACHP Council Member
 •  John Fowler, ACHP Executive Director 

Dinner  Dinner on your own (except for NATHPO members) 
 

  NATHPO Business Dinner for NATHPO members only
Time:  6-8:30pm Location:  Banquet Rooms 1 and 2

Tuesday, August 30, continued



Wednesday, August 31, 2016
 
8:30am-12noon  Registration open
  Location:  Event Center

8am-5pm  Consultation Rooms for Federal Agencies and Tribal Representatives
  Location:  Bonny Kent Room and Peobody/Williams Room
  Note:  See sign-up sheet at NATHPO Registration Table.

9:00-9:30am  Update on the Indian Arts & Crafts Act
  Speaker:  Ken Van Wey, Program Specialist, Indian Arts & Crafts Board

The Indian Arts and Crafts Act is a truth-in-marketing law governing the sale of counterfeit Indian 
art and craftwork.  Indian Arts and Crafts Board program specialist Ken Van Wey presents a sum-

mary of the Act, recent enforcement efforts, and how tribes, artists, and artisans can use the Act 
and other intellectual property laws to protect their  

authentic work from fraudulent products in the marketplace.

9:30-10:15am  Pueblo of Acoma’s Efforts to Repatriate Sacred Shield
  Speaker:  Aaron M. Sims, on behalf of the Pueblo of Acoma

Recently, an Acoma ceremonial shield was one of several items of tribal cultural patrimony that 

were listed for auction by the Eve Auction House in Paris, France.  The Pueblo of Acoma identified 
the shield as an item of its cultural patrimony that was stolen in the early 1970s and could not have 
left the Pueblo without violating tribal law. It was the second time the shield had been attempted 
to be sold by the foreign auction house.  
Previously, Acoma joined with the Hopi Tribe in 2015 to challenge the auction of Hopi and Acoma 
cultural patrimony in using the French legal process, but was denied on grounds of standing, and 
the French failure to recognize cultural patrimony.  In May 2016, after intense political pressure by 
the Pueblo of Acoma and the United States, the Acoma Shield was the lone item pulled from the 
Eve auction. Aaron Sims, on behalf of the Pueblo of Acoma, presents a summary on the status of 
the shield’s repatriation efforts, including an explanation on the recently filed In Rem action filed by 
the United States Attorney’s Office of New Mexico seeking forfeiture of the shield, and an expla-

nation of pending federal legislation introduced in response to the continued trafficking of sacred 
items.

10:15-10:30am  Break

10:30-12noon  International Repatriation Listening Session 
A number of tribes have Ancestors held in museums in foreign countries, and many tribes are 
concerned about sacred objects, objects of cultural patrimony, or funerary objects being sold in 
foreign markets, including at auction in France. In addition to these cultural items, museums in 
foreign countries in some cases are holding cultural objects that are important to the heritage of 
tribes even if they are not considered sacred objects or cultural patrimony under Federal law. 

The United States government is committed to helping to repatriate such Native American cultural 
heritage that was stolen, looted, trafficked, or otherwise illicitly acquired, upon request. The Fed-

eral government is also committed to facilitating tribes’ access to other Native American cultural 
heritage held abroad. However, current Federal laws have very limited reach with respect to export 
or foreign sale or possession. The Department of the Interior (DOI) and other Federal agencies are 
exploring options for addressing these limitations. Members of Congress have announced interest 
in legislation to control or prohibit export of these items. 



DOI will be carrying out Federal listening sessions to seek tribal views on how to strengthen mech-

anisms to repatriate Native American cultural heritage from abroad.  DOI will inform tribes about 
this international issue and receive views from tribes on concerns, sensitivities, and actions that 
should be taken.  Other Federal agencies will also likely attend at least some sessions. DOI intends 
to build upon past engagements with tribes, including sessions relating to the 2014 World Con-

ference on Indigenous Peoples, Tribal Nations conferences, and sessions hosted by the National 
Congress of American Indians (NCAI).  DOI intends that later sessions will be conducted as govern-

ment-to-government consultations.
 •  David Downes, Assistant Director for Policy, Office of International Affairs, U.S.    
    Department of the Interior 
 •  Cheryl Andrews-Maltais, Office of Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs
 •  Eric Wilson, International Affairs Coordinator, Office of Assistant Secretary –    
          Indian Affairs

 

Lunch Break  Lunch provided 
Noon to 1:30pm   Speaker:  Mark Maryboy (Navajo) 

InterTribal Effort to Create Bears Ears National Monument
Location:  Event B Room
Mr. Maryboy will be describing the history and future of the proposed Bears Ears National Monu-

ment that rose like a prayer from the hearts of community elders and now hovers over President 
Obama’s desk. Tribes are all watching and waiting for the outcome to learn if the President will do 
something important for, and with Native American Tribes to protect a cultural landscape while 
preserving access for traditional practice. The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition is led by five tribes, 
the Navajo, Hopi, Zuni, Ute Mountain Ute, and Uinta Ouray Ute Tribes. The Bears Ears National 
Monument proposal represents the first time in history that Tribes have asked the President of the 
United States to utilize the Antiquities Act on their behalf. These tribes are working tirelessly and 
collaboratively to realize a new model for government to government relations while honoring 
their shared ancestry to the living cultural landscape of Bears Ears.

1:30-2:15pm  Cultural Resources Fund Update
Two members of the Advisory Board of Cultural Resources Fund, which was created by the seven 
Class 1 railroads in 2014, will provide an update on the Fund.
 •  Katherine “Kak” Slick, former New Mexico SHPO
 •  Sam Cata, former New Mexico Deputy SHPO (Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo)

2:15-3:00pm  Tribal Success Stories 
Crow Tribal Preservation Program
a  Crow National Historian
Speaker:  Heywood Big Day, Crow Historian, will discuss his work and studies on the Crow history 
and also acquiring knowledge of the clan system and ancestors.
a  Archaeological Field School within a Tribal Framework
Representatives of the Crow THPO program will present results of the 2016 Grapevine Creek 
Archaeological Field School, a project run jointly between Little Big Horn College and the THPO, 
with funding from the NPS Tribal Heritage Grants program.  They will focus on the exciting results 
of their 2016 research, the benefits of incorporating a cultural approach to standard archaeolog-

ical research methods, and navigating the trials of federal funding, tribal government, and land 
ownership, with the hope of sharing their experience with other tribes that might be interested in 
capacity building at their own offices.
 •  Emerson Bull Chief, Crow THPO
 •  Rebecca Nathan, GIS/Manager/Archaeologist Crow THPO

Wednesday, August 31, continued



3:00-3:15pm  National Park Service Updates & Announcement
  NPS Midwest Region Office of American Indian Affairs Building a Collaborative Program

The NPS Midwest Region is one year old and is not modeled after any other federal tribal re-

lation/liaison program.  Reed will share both a new internal policy statement and discuss the 
inaugural year in program development and the mission and vision of the new program.  Reed 
is interested in what else may be included in the program and/or overall NPS tribal relations 
“best management practices” in order to continue to build the strongest ties and best chance at 
mutual success.

 •  Reed Robinson (Sicanju Lakota), Tribal Relations/Indian Affairs Program  
                 Manager, Rapid City, South Dakota

3:15 to 3:30pm  Break

3:30-5:00pm  National Park Service Updates & Announcement, continued
National NAGPRA Program Update and Grant Spotlight
The National NAGPRA Program will provide an update on recent events and issues in NAGPRA.  
In addition, two examples of successful NAGPRA grants will be spotlighted as examples of how 
THPOs can leverage NAGPRA grant funds to accomplish a wide variety of NAGPRA projects.  The 
spotlights will focus on tribal involvement and if in attendance, tribal representatives will join the 
presentation.  There will also be time for audience questions and comments.
 •  Melanie O’Brien, Manager, National NAGPRA Program, Washington, DC

National Park Service THPO and Grants Update
Staff from Washington, DC, will provide updates on current issues related to tribal historic pres-

ervation.  Time permitting, tribal representatives will also discuss the “gathering rule” for plant 
materials on lands now managed by the NPS, and an introduction to the THPO funding formula.
 •  James Bird (Cherokee), Chief, Tribal Preservation Program, will provide an  

     update on the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer program
 •  Megan Brown, State, Tribal and Local Plans and Grants Division
 •  Joe Watkins, (Choctaw) Chief, Tribal Relations and American Cultures 
 •  Madeline Kouz, State, Tribal and Local Plans and Grants Division 

  

6:00-8:00pm  Culture Night
  The Southern Ute Tribe is hosting all NATHPO conference and FCC summit participants to  
  a night of traditional dancing and foods. 
  Location:  Multi Purpose Room (walking distance and Shuttle)

Southern Ute Tribe



9:00– 9:45am  TCNS Technical Updates
Description:  A review of changes to the TCNS system, including the use of the TCNS helpline, 
and the anticipated batch processing of DAS/Small Cell Systems.
FCC Presenter:  Stephen DelSordo, Federal Preservation Officer

9:45– 11:15am    Non-compliant Towers:  Terms and Timelines
  Description:  A review status of effort to develop a resolution and discuss next steps.
  FCC Presenters: Chad Breckinridge, Associate Chief, Wireless Telecommunications  
  Bureau and Jeffrey Steinberg, Deputy Chief, Competition and Infrastructure Policy Division

11:15– 11:30am    Break

11:30am– 12:30pm    Tribal Caucus
  Description:  An opportunity for inter-Tribal conversation of discussion on developing a    
  resolution for non-compliant towers. Closed to non-Tribal representatives.

12:30–1:15pm    Lunch Break – lunch on own
 

1:15–2:30pm    Tribal/Agency Dialogue
  Description:  An opportunity to regroup to revisit and discuss the morning’s topics.
  Facilitators: Freddie Romero, Cultural Resources Coordinator, Santa Ynez Tribal Elders    
  Council and Jeffrey Steinberg (FCC)
 

2:30–3:45pm    Amendments to the Collocation Agreement addressing DAS/Small Cell Systems
  Description:  A review of recent amendments to the Collocation Agreement providing 

  targeted exclusions from Section 106 review for small facility deployments and 
  discussion of the review process for non-excluded DAS/small cell deployments.   
  FCC Presenter: Jill Springer, Deputy Federal Preservation Officer

3:45– 4:00pm    Break

4:00– 5:00pm     Tribal panel/Listening Session
  Description:  FCC representatives will be available to hear Tribal responses and reactions    
  to the day’s sessions and to review and re-prioritize Friday’s schedule upon request.
  Facilitators:  Elaine Thomas, Deputy Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Mohegan Tribe    

  and Jill Springer (FCC)

5:00– 6:00pm    Optional Tribal Caucus
  Description:  Opportunity for inter-Tribal discussion. Closed to non-Tribal  
  representatives.

Thursday, September 1, 2016 

Federal Communications Commission and

National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers

Section 106 Summit



Southern Ute Tribe

Friday, September 2, 2016 
   
8:30–9:30am    Communication Protocols and Dispute Resolution 
  Description: A discussion of the FCC’s process to conclude reviews when a Tribal Nation    
  fails to respond, as well as the FCC’s framework for resolving disputes over fees.      
  FCC Presenters:  Jeffrey Steinberg and Janet Sievert, Legal Advisor, Office of Native Affairs   
  and Policy

9:30–10:30am   Tribal Caucus
  Description:  An opportunity for inter-Tribal discussion of practices in Section 106 review    
  of FCC undertakings. Closed to non-Tribal representatives.

10:30–10:45am    Break

10:45–11:30am    Tribal/Agency Dialogue
  Description: Discussion of the morning’s topics.
  Facilitators:  Michael J. Black Wolf, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Fort Belknap  
  Indian Community and Jeffrey Steinberg (FCC)

11:3am-12:00pm    Closing Dialogue
  Description: Recap and next steps.

SECTION 106 SUMMIT HOSTS:
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Infrastructure Team: Comprised of senior staff and managers the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau and the Office of Native Affairs and Policy, the Infrastructure Team works with Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers and cultural preservation officials of Federally-recognized Tribal Nations and Native Hawaiian Or-
ganizations to review of proposed communications facilities under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 

National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (NATHPO): Founded in 1998, NATHPO is a national, non-prof-
it corporation comprised of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers and associate member Tribes. NATHPO’s overarching 
purpose is to support the preservation, maintenance and revitalization of the culture and traditions of Native peoples of 
the United States. This is accomplished most importantly through the support of Tribal Historic Preservation Programs 
approved by the National Park Service.



 



Visit the Arches booth at NATHPO on Tuesday, August 30 from 9am - 5pm or Wednesday, 

August 31 from 9am - 1pm for a live demonstration of the Arches heritage inventory and 

management platform. In addition to an overview of how Arches works, other topics covered 

will include:

• What to consider before deploying Arches

• How others have used Arches for their cultural heritage inventories

• How Arches can control access to sensitive information

• And much more...

For more information, visit www.archesproject.org



Oscar Howe, Yanktonai 
Sioux, Dakota Eagle Dance, 

1948 
(from the collection of 

the IACB’s Sioux Indian 
Museum, Rapid City, SD)

BUYING OR 
SELLING 
INDIAN ART?

KNOW THE LAW

Under the Indian Arts 
and Crafts Act (Act), 
all Native American 
art and craft products 
must be marketed 
truthfully regarding 
the tribal enrollment 
and Indian heritage  
of the producer.

For a free Act brochure, 
contact:   
Indian Arts and 

Crafts Board 
U.S. Department  
of the Interior 
Toll Free:  
1-888-ART-FAKE or 
1-888-278-3253 
Email: iacb@ios.doi.gov 
Web: www.doi.gov/iacb

Take Home a 
Treasure from 
Indian Country- 
Buy works 
produced 
by members 
of federally 
recognized tribes.



Biographies

Cheryl Andrews-Maltais, Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary 

Indian Affairs, U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240
Phone:  (202) 208-6939
Cell:  (202) 821-7918
Email: cheryl.andrews-maltais@bia.gov
  

Samuel E. Cata
Email:  SAMSDEB@msn.com
Samuel was born at San Juan Pueblo and is a member of the Oke Owingeh Pueblo.  Mr. Cata has devoted his professional career 
to promoting the interests of American Indian citizens at the tribal, state and national levels. As an advocate for tribal issues he 
served under the mentorship of several influential Indian leaders.  He was an administrative assistant at the All Indian Pueblo 
Council where he learned from the wisdom and leadership of Delfin Lovato, Frank Tenorio, and Paul Bernal.  Previous posts 
include Deputy Director of the New Mexico Office of Indian Affairs where he served with Regis Pecos (a position he held for 16 
years under four governors of the State of New Mexico).  He also worked for the NM Department of Cultural Affairs where he 
was the Deputy Director of the Historic Preservation Division.  Mr Cata is currently retired and working towards a life of fishing 
and hunting. Mr. Cata also has served on numerous committees, boards and task forces at all levels of government. He continues 
to advocate for Tribal Self Determination and strengthen the cultural and traditional lives of the Native American.

Ginger Carter, Grants Management Specialist
State, Tribal and Local Plans and Grants Division National Park Service
1201 I (Eye) St. NW, Stop 2256
Washington, DC 20005
Phone:  (202) 513-7233
Email:  Ginger_carter@nps.gov
Website:  nps.gov/stlpg/
Ginger Carter began her work in historic preservation in 1992 while working on her Master’s in urban planning and historic 
preservation at the University of Maryland.  She’s worked within the National Park Service for almost 20 years, primarily 
overseeing grant projects and programs within the National Park Service’s Cultural Resources programs.  From 2010 to the 
present, she’s managed the annual Historic Preservation Fund grants that support the operation of the approximately 160 (and 
growing) Tribal Historic Preservation Offices.

James Charles
515 North Flagler Drive, Suite 1500
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401
Phone:  (561) 389-0944
Email:  jcharles@naragroupllc.com or jcharles@llw-law.com
James Charles works closely with Tribal Governments assisting with their on and off reservation needs including but not limited 
to cultural, environmental, governance, and natural resource interests.  His passion for working with Tribal Governments began 
with assisting the Seminole Tribe of Florida in protecting their cultural and environmental interests in connection with Everglades 
Restoration (the largest environmental restoration project in the world).  This passion carries forward as his greatest satisfaction 
is working collaboratively with Tribal Governments to develop tribal capacity for self-governance and preserve tribal culture 
and heritage for future generations.  James is a co-owner of the consulting firm The NARA Group and a shareholder at the law 
firm of Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A.  When he is not working, James enjoys spending time with family and friends, traveling, 
basketball, Tae-Kwon-Do, and tirelessly working to train his overly active puppy, Aonghas. 
 

David Downes, Assistant Director for Policy, Office of International Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 
Phone:  (202) 208-3994 
Email:  david_downes@ios.doi.gov 
David Downes is Assistant Director for Policy in the Office of International Affairs of the Department of the Interior.  He leads a 
team that coordinates international policy issues across the Department, including those relating to Indian affairs, indigenous 



peoples, and cultural heritage.  Among his duties, he co-leads Interior’s internal working group on international repatriation of 
tribal cultural heritage, and supports Interior’s international engagement such as the Secretary of the Interior’s 2015 meeting on 
repatriation with the French Minister of Justice in Paris.  Before entering federal service, David practiced law with a non-profit 
international environmental law group and with a private law firm.  David is an adjunct associate professor at the American University 
Washington College of Law, and a past co-chair of the International Environmental Law 
Committee of the Section on International Law of the American Bar Association. He 
has a B.A. in Philosophy from the University of Michigan and a J.D. from the University 
of Michigan Law School. 

Leonard Forsman, Chairman
Suquamish Tribe
PO Box 498
Suquamish, WA 98392
Phone:  (360) 598-3311
Website:  www.suquamish.nsn.us
Leonard Forsman is chairman of the Suquamish Tribe, a position he has held since 2005.  Previously, he was a research archaeologist for Larson 
Anthropological/Archaeological Services in Seattle from 1992 to 2003.  From 1984 to 1990, he was director of the Suquamish Museum in 
Suquamish, Washington, and has served on the Museum Board of Directors since 2010.  Forsman received a B.A. in Anthropology from the 
University of Washington and an M.A. in Historic Preservation from Goucher College.

John Fowler, Executive Director
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
401 F Street NW, Suite 308
Washington, DC 20001-2637
Phone:  (202) 517-0200
Email:  jfowler@achp.gov

John Fowler has served since 1997 as the ACHP executive director. Previously, he held a variety of legal and management positions 
with the ACHP, including general counsel (1980-1997) and deputy executive director (1984-1997). Mr. Fowler is a fellow and chairman 
emeritus of the U.S. Committee for the International Council of Monuments and Sites (US/ICOMOS), and has served on the boards of 
a number of national and local preservation organizations. Mr. Fowler earned his B.A. (cum laude) in history from Princeton University 
and his law degree from Yale Law School. In 2011 he received his 40-year award for Federal government service (1971-2011).

Thomas M. Gates, Ph.D.
Sacramento, CA
Email:  taomas9@yahoo.com
Thomas Gates is the THPO Toolkit workshop facilitator.  Dr. Gates served as a THPO for 12 years, 18 as Yurok Tribe Cultural Resources 
Director, four as Self-Governance Officer.  He was one of the original founders and Board Members of NATHPO.  He graduated from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Ph.D., Anthropology, and from Humboldt State University, B.A., Anthropology, B.A., 
Philosophy, Minor Studio Painting.
 

Jennifer DeHart Hass, Environmental Planning & Historic Preservation Program Manager
Office of the Chief Readiness Support Officer
Department of Homeland Security
Phone:  (202) 834-4346
Email:  jennifer.hass@hq.dhs.gov
Ms. Jennifer D. Hass is the Program Manager for the Environmental Planning and Historic Preservation program within the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  In this role she is responsible for overseeing the development and implementation of policy 
and guidance to support the Department’s compliance with environmental planning statutes and regulations.  She has developed 
policy, training, and guidance for key statutes such as the National Environmental Policy Act, National Historical Preservation Act, 
Endangered Species Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and others.  Ms. Hass serves as the Department’s Federal Preservation Officer and 
actively represents DHS in numerous interagency committees and work groups. Prior to joining DHS Headquarters, Ms. Hass was with 
the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), a component of DHS, as Environmental and Energy Division Director.  In that capacity 
she oversaw compliance with key initiatives including the expansion of the U.S. Border Patrol facilities portfolio, Land Port of Entry 
Modernization, and the development of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Northern Border Activities.   
Ms. Hass holds a J.D. and Master of Studies in Environmental Law from Vermont Law School and is a graduate of the College of 
William and Mary.



Dr. Cheryl L. Huckerby, Cultural Resources Program Manager
CNIC Cultural Resources Liaison
Environmental Planning & Conservation Division
HQ NAVFAC 1322 Patterson Ave. SE, Bldg 33
Washington Navy Yard, DC  20374
Phone: (202)685.9295 DSN: 325.9295
BB: 202.210.4452
Email: cheryl.huckerby@navy.mil
Dr. Cheryl Huckerby has been involved with DOD Cultural Resource management for 20 years.  She started with the Army at Fort 
Lewis, WA and moved on to Fort Hood, TX, then to the Army National Guard Bureau and Army Installation Command in DC.  She 
moved to the Navy in 2011 and works within the Navy’s Installation Command Headquarters structure.   She gained experience 
with GIS through development of her dissertation and has been a major proponent for implementation in Cultural Resource 
management.  She has worked with a variety of Native people in Australia as part of her research, then in Hawaii and the 
continental US as a cultural resource manager at the installation level and as a headquarters representative working on a myriad 
of topics such as site access issues, NAGPRA consultation, and NHPA Section 106 consultation.  She is involved in program policy 
and responsible for program budgeting.  Cheryl received Dual Bachelor degrees (Anthropology and Zoology) from the University 
of Washington, then her Masters and Doctorate from the University of New England in Australia.

Adam Jones, Associate Director for Government Relations and Policy
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
2600 Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20037
Phone:  (202) 588-6067  M 202.588.6462 
Email:  AJones@savingplaces.org
www.PreservationNation.org
Adam Jones is the Associate Director for Government Relations and Policy at the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Prior 
to joining the National Trust in 2013, Adam was a legislative assistant in the office of U.S. Senator Mark Udall of Colorado. And 
before joining Senator Mark Udall’s team, Adam was a speechwriter and legislative assistant for U.S. Senator Tom Udall of New 
Mexico. Adam graduated from Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas in 1997, and spent several years as a travel writer 
based out of San Francisco before moving to Washington, DC. Adam is originally from Tulsa, Oklahoma.  

Maureen Mahoney, Tribal Archaeologist
Tribal Historic Preservation Office, Seminole Tribe of Florida
30290 Josie Billie Hwy, PMB 1004
Clewiston, FL 33440
Phone: (863) 983-6549 ext. 12248
Email: maureenmahoney@semtribe.com
Maureen is the Tribal Archaeologist for the Seminole Tribe of Florida (STOF) and 
has been with the THPO since 2009. She received her degrees in anthropology and 
archaeology from the University of Evansville and Florida State University and has been 
working in archaeology for 13 years. Prior to working at the STOF THPO, Maureen 
worked throughout the southeast for federal agencies or various CRM firms. As a team member for the STOF THPO, Maureen and other 
members of the Tribal Archaeology Section strive to conduct cultural resource surveys that are consistent with the STOF’s values and 
wishes.

Ira L. Matt, Program Analyst & Liaison Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
imatt@achp.gov
Phone:  (202) 517-0225
Email:  imatt@achp.gov
Ira L. Matt works for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) as a Program Analyst for the NRCS, USFS, and NPS and as 
a Liaison to the NRCS.  Ira assists Indian tribes, federal agencies, SHPO/THPOs and local agencies in understanding and applying the 
NHPA’s implementing regulations.  Prior to working with the ACHP, Ira worked with the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT) 
for 15 years in both natural and cultural resource management.  Ira has served as CSKT’s Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO), 
archaeologist, cultural resources field crew supervisor and as a Resource Advisor.  Ira received both his Bachelor and Master Degrees in 
Anthropology from the University of Montana and is currently pursuing a Masters of Jurisprudence in Indian Law from the University of 
Tulsa School of Law.  Ira is member of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of western Montana.



Alden Naranjo
Southern Ute Tribe
Ignacio, CO
Email:  anaranjo@southernute-nsn.gov
Alden Naranjo is a tribal member of the Southern Ute Tribe and a respected elder who participates in federal and state funded studies 
designed to bring a Ute Voice to traditional areas. He has been working on these issues since the late 1980s often representing the cultural 
interests of all the Ute bands. Some of the projects have made progress towards giving Ute people control over traditional lands, repatriating 
ancestors and ancestral materials under NAGPRA, and nominating places to the US National Register as Traditional Cultural Properties.
 

Dr. Stacey Oberly
Phone:  (970) 382-1787
Email:  stacey.oberly@gmail.com
Dr. Stacey Oberly, Southern Ute, is the Coordinator for Ute Curriculum and Design at the Southern Ute Indian Montessori Academy.  She 
works actively in language documentation and revitalization, including the training of community members in revitalization strategies and 
policy, language documentation, descriptive linguistics and culturally-based language curriculum through the American Indian Language 
Development Institute at the University of Arizona.  Dr. Oberly’s most recent scholarly work focuses on grassroots language revitalization, 
Numic phonetics, Native American higher education, and Native women leadership.

Reed Robinson, Manager, Tribal Relations & Indian Affairs
National Park Service Midwest Regional Office
405 East Omaha St., Suite A
Rapid City, SD 57701
Phone:  (605) 454-4098
Email:  Reed_Robinson@nps.gov
Reed is an enrolled member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe (Sicanju, Lakota). He is a 26 year veteran of the National Park Service and is the 
Midwest Regional (MWR) Tribal Relations & Indian Affairs manager. Reed has served in 9 other park service units including Superintendent 
of Devils Tower NM (Mato Tipila) and Deputy Superintendent of Badlands NP. In addition to his familiarity of historic preservation, natural 
resource management, and park leadership/operations Reed lived in 7 other countries as the son of an American diplomat for 16 years. 
These experiences have provided him a broad peripheral perspective of cultural sensitivity. The MWR’s office with Reed at the helm is brand 
new and expects to be instrumental in shaping positive tribal relations across broad, multi-disciplinary areas, and advocating within the NPS 
the myriad tribal interests and NPS treaty/trust/statutory/etc. responsibilities to American Indians and resource stewardship. 

Denise Ryan, Deputy Director, Congressional and External Relations
National Park Service
1849 C. Street NW
Washington D.C. 20240
Phone:  (202) 208-3818
Email:  Denise_Ryan@nps.gov
Denise Ryan currently serves as the National Park Service Deputy Director for Congressional and External Relations. She 
previously directed the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s advocacy and education efforts to improve the management 
of historic resources on federal public lands including the permanent protection of historic sites such as the Manhattan 
Project National Historical Park, authorized by Congress in 2014. She also served as a legislative representative for public 
lands at the National Wildlife Federation, where she worked closely with sportsmen, wildlife organizations, and congressional 
staff on the preservation of wildlife and their habitats.  Ryan previously worked as Executive Assistant to the President of 
the League of Conservation Voters, as Special Assistant to the Director of the Bureau of Land Management, and as Deputy 
Associate Director in the White House Office of Presidential Personnel. Denise started her career in Washington, DC in 1995 
as an unpaid intern in the Clinton White House where she became interested in 

positions at the U.S. Department of the Interior.  Denise was raised in Chicago and 
Wheeling, Illinois and is a graduate of the University of the District of Columbia. 
An avid birder and experienced SCUBA diver, Ryan brings a strong passion for 
conservation and outdoor recreation to this post as well. 
 

 

 

 



Alyce Sadongei, Project Coordinator
America Indian Language Development Institute (AILDI)
University of Arizona
P.O. Box 210069
Tucson, AZ 85721-0069
Phone:  (520) 626-4145
Email:  sadongei@email.arizona.edu
www.aild.arizona.edu
Alyce Sadongei (Kiowa/Tohono O’odham), Project Coordinator, has a career history of working with Native American arts and culture. Prior 
to joining the AILDI staff, she worked at the Arizona State Museum (ASM) at the University of Arizona. While at ASM she served as principle 
investigator on numerous grants, the most primary being an eight year project that focused on tribal libraries, archives and museums and 
was implemented in partnership with the Arizona State Library. This project directly influenced the formation of a national association of 
tribal libraries, archives and museums. Additionally, she was the co-project director of several grants related to repatriation, consultation and 
research regarding the use of pesticides on museum objects subject to repatriation. Previous to her work at ASM she worked at the National 
Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution where she developed the internship program and other areas of outreach. She has 
also served on numerous boards and commissions. 

Sharron Santure, Cultural Resources Specialist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
6715 N. Smith Road
Edwards, Illinois 61528
Phone:  (309) 671-7040 x 104
Cell:  (217) 649-9417
Email:  Sharron.Santure@il.usda.gov
Sharron is the Cultural Resources Specialist and Tribal Liaison for NRCS in Illinois.  After earning degrees in anthropology from the University 
of Michigan and University of Wisconsin-Madison, her career in archaeology began over 40 years ago in Illinois as a field school student 
salvaging a major late prehistoric site in Fulton County, Illinois.  Sharron has worked for Western Illinois University, Dickson Mounds Museum, 
and the Illinois State Museum, as field school instructor, contract archaeologist, and museum educator.   Prior to joining the USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation Service in 1995, her major work had been in excavation and research in Mississippian and Oneota 
archaeology and in state-wide public education as the Chairperson of the first five annual Illinois Archaeology Awareness Weeks.  
She has been a member of the American Indian/Alaska Native Employees Association for NRCS since 2003 where she has served on 
the National Committee as Midwest Representative.

Aaron Sims, Esq., Associate Attorney
Chestnut Law Offices, P.A.
121 Tijeras NE, Suite 2001
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Phone: (505) 681-4015
Email: ams@chestnutlaw.com
Aaron Sims, a member of the Pueblo of Acoma, is an associate attorney at the Chestnut Law Offices, P.A.  Aaron joined the Chestnut 
Law Offices, P.A. in August 2014 after receiving a J.D. with an Indian Law Certificate from the University of New Mexico – School of 
Law.  He is a member of the State Bar of New Mexico and the United States District Court, District of New Mexico.  Prior to attending 
law school, Aaron graduated from Dartmouth College in 2009 with a B.A. in Government and Native American Studies.  Aaron’s 
practice at the Chestnut Law Offices focuses predominantly on general counsel representation for Pueblo tribal governments and 
organizations.  At the Chestnut Law Offices, Aaron has worked on a wide range of Indian legal issues including intergovernmental 
relations, water law, and tribal economic development. Aaron has worked extensively, and is especially interested, in the protection 
of Pueblo cultural resources.

Katherine “Kak” Slick
Email:  kakslick@gmail.com
Katherine Slick is a member of the Advisory Board of the MICA Group responsible for dispersing the freight rail companies’ Cultural 
Resource Fund. She was appointed by President Clinton to serves as a Citizen Member of the ACHP and currently serves as the 
President on the ACHP Alumni Foundation. She was Executive Director of US/ICOMOS where she coordinated and oversaw National 
Park Service grants, annual symposia and international programs. She was appointed by Governor Richardson of New Mexico to 
serve as the State Historic Preservation Officer to lead the senior policy agency advising the state of New Mexico, federal agencies, 
local and tribal governments and the public on historic preservation matters.



Darrell Smith, Program Lead, Emergency Communications Preparedness Center 
Designated Co-chair, Accelerating Broadband Infrastructure Deployment Working Group
Office of Emergency Communications
Department of Homeland Security
Office of Emergency Communications
Phone:  (703) 235-2825
Cell:  (202) 557-5991
Mr. Smith is a Program Lead for the Emergency Communications Preparedness 
Center (ECPC) for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of 
Emergency Communications (OEC).  In this role, he coordinates information 
sharing with Federal government stakeholders regarding emergency 
communications and interoperability issues which affect policy and operations 
at all levels of the Federal government. He is also the designated co-chair of the 
Accelerating Broadband Infrastructure Deployment Working Group, as established by Executive Order 13616.   As the co-chair, 
he coordinates with Federal departments and agencies to develop and implement a strategy to facilitate the timely and efficient 
deployment of broadband facilities on Federal lands, buildings, rights of way, and federally assisted highways.   Prior to joining 
OEC, Mr. Smith was with the Department of the Treasury’s Wireless Management Office, overseeing the implementation of a 
commercial wireless services acquisition effort, and was acting branch chief of the Department of State’s Radio Program Office.   
Before entering the Federal Government, he was enlisted in the U.S. Army as a radio repair specialist in the Signal Corps.

Richard Stoffle
University of Arizona
1009 E. South Campus Drive
Tucson, AZ  85721
Phone:  (520) 907-2330
Email:  rstoffle@email.arizona.edu
Richard W. Stoffle is an applied cultural anthropologist in the School of Anthropology, University of Arizona, in Tucson. He works 
with and for Native American tribes and pueblos to expand their control over traditional lands especially when these are on 
Federal lands. He has worked with over 100 tribes and pueblos since the mid-1970s. 

Mr. Dana R. Vaillancourt
National Cultural Resources Specialist/FPO
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service Ecological Sciences Division
1400 Independence Avenue SW, Room 6163-S
Washington, DC 20013-2890
Phone:  (202) 720-4912
Cell:  (202) 695-0504 
Email:  dana.vaillancourt@wdc.usda.gov
Mr. Dana Vaillancourt serves as the NRCS Federal Preservation Officer (FPO) and has over 32 years of full-time historic 
preservation/cultural resource management experience.  Dana oversees the national cultural resource program to ensure 
compliance with the NHPA and the implementing regulations (36 CFR part 800).  Prior to serving as the FPO, Dana spent 14 
years as a NRCS State Cultural Resource Specialist and State Tribal Liaison, the Review and Compliance Coordinator for the Maine 
and South Dakota State Historic Preservation Offices, worked for the City of Deadwood, South Dakota and the New York State 
Museum.  Dana received his Master of Science degree in Public Archeology from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in both History and Sociology (Anthropology).  A member of NRCS’s American Indian/Alaska Native Employee’s 
Association, Dana received the organization’s President’s Award in 2010. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alex Watts Tobin, THPO / Archaeologist
Department of Natural Resources
Karuk Tribe
39051 Hwy 96
Orleans, CA 95556
Phone:  (530) 627-3446 ext. 3015
Email:  atobin@karuk.us
Alex has served as THPO and Archaeologist with the Karuk Tribe since January 2015. He was brought up in the United Kingdom, and 
was inspired to go into Archaeology by his grandmother. On a visit to Hadrian’s Wall the day after finishing high school, Alex saw a flyer 
advertising for archaeological volunteers. That led to an assignment to a Roman villa site in Northamptonshire run by English Heritage. 
Over five summers, living in a tent, Alex learned the trade and became a site worker. Alex’s studies however lay in a different area: Latin, 
Greek and Ancient History. He graduated from Durham University and a week after seeing the end of the villa project in August, landed 
in Los Angeles to start the Ph.D. Program in Classics at the University of Southern California. He graduated in 2000 with a dissertation 
on the Greek historian Thucydides, and subsequently taught humanities and writing courses at Long Beach State, Temple University 
and Stanford University. After an 11-year gap, he took up archaeology again in the summer of 2002, on a Stanford project studying the 
ancient indigenous Sicilian people that lived on hilltops in the west of the island. He worked on that project in the summer seasons until 
2008, training students in archaeological techniques. During these years he also built up some experience doing survey archaeology 
in California, and it turned out that this would be his destiny, despite everything that had gone before. In 2010 he got his first position 
working for a Native American Tribe - as Archaeologist with the Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria. Working as assistant to 
the THPO, his main duties involved grant writing, for which his teaching experience turned out to be invaluable. After four years spent 
bringing up a family, working in adventure travel, serving as a parish councillor, and running a vacation rental, he returned to Indian 
Country to take up his current position, which is a combination of THPO, working alongside the tribe’s environmental staff, and running 
the cultural / archaeological surveys for the Western Klamath Restoration Partnership, in which the US Forest Service and the Karuk Tribe 
are key partners.
 

Ken Van Wey, Program Specialist
Indian Arts and Crafts Board, U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
MS 2528-MIB
Washington, DC 20240
Phone:  (202) 208-3773
Email:  kenneth_van_wey@ios.doi.gov
Ken Van Wey is a Program Specialist with 19 years of experience working to promote and protect authentic American Indian 
and Alaska Native art and craft work for the Indian Arts and Crafts Board, U.S. Department of the Interior.  He received his B.A. in 
English from George Mason University, where he is currently pursuing an M.A. in Folklore.

Manuelito “Manny” Wheeler
Director, Navajo Nation Museum
PO Box 1840
Window Rock, AZ 86515
Phone:  (928) 871-6643
Email:  manuelito@navajonationmuseum.org
Manuelito (Manny) Wheeler was born and raised on the Navajo Nation.  He is currently the 
Director of the Navajo Nation Museum in Window Rock, Arizona. Since taking this position 
in 2008 he has worked with staff to see the completion of numerous traditional museum 
exhibits as well as creating innovative projects which influence and preserve Navajo culture. 
Some of the latest projects include dubbing Disney’s Finding Nemo and dubbing Star Wars IV 
in Navajo and partnering Navajo artist Bert Benally with Ai Weiwei.  He has over 20 years of 
exhibit development experience that includes concept, design, construction and installation. 
He is married to Jennifer Jackson-Wheeler, Ph.D., who was a translator on the Star Wars 
project and inspiration for the idea.  They have two sons Waunekanez and Hataaliinez. 
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THE CAT’S OUT OF THE BAG 

MUSEUM HOURS
 

10 AM - 5 PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

THURSDAYS: 10 AM - 7 PM

May 2016 - April 2017

This exhibit was developed by the

                                        NOW AT THE SOUTHERN 
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and Colorado Divison of Wildlife
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