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Virginia Chiropractic Association







       “Unity in One Voice”

P.O. Box 15, Afton, VA  22920

Phone 540-932-3100

Fax 540-932-3101

Email vcacentral@hughes.net

LEGISLATIVE ACTION ALERT

To:

Concerned Virginia Doctors of Chiropractic

From:

William B. Ward, DC, CCSP, VCA President and

William R. Thesier, DC, Chairman, VCA Legislative Committee 

Date:

January 11, 2008

Re:

Your Right to Use the Term "Physician" is Again Threatened!
 

Delegate Bob Purkey (R-Va Beach) has introduced House Bill 129 which would prohibit the use of the term physician by any person other than an MD or DO in signage or advertising.  This is the same bill defeated last year.
The bill will be heard in the House Health, Welfare and Institutions subcommittee this Monday afternoon at 5 pm.  We’ve attached a list of the entire HWI Committee and need you to BOTH EMAIL AND PHONE all Committee members, especially those from your area, and urge they OPPOSE HB 129.  See attached for Delegates and their contact information.
PHONE CALLS:

... to their Richmond office (try to speak to the Delegate) should take place the mornings of Friday, Jan. 11 or Monday, Jan. 14. 

... or call them this weekend at their district (home) office number.

EMAILS:

... must be sent no later than noon Monday, Jan 14.  

Reasons to Oppose HB 129:

1. The term physician is a generic term used nearly 1,100 times in the Virginia Code, referring to licensed health care providers with doctorate degrees, not just an MD or DO.  

2. Passage of this legislation will result in insurance plans no longer listing non-MD health care providers in their Directories of providers which are listed as “physicians/medical specialties.”  This will result in patients not being aware that a non-MD health care provider is on their insurance provider panel.  This legislation is anti-competitive.

3. Federal Medicare law defines physicians as an MD, DO, podiatrist, chiropractor, optometrist, clinical psychologist and others.  Passage of this legislation will prevent thousands of non-MD providers from promoting that they are a “participating Medicare physician.”  This legislation is anti-competitive.

4. For years AND WITHOUT ANY PROBLEMS, non-medical providers have advertised as “podiatric physicians and surgeons”, “chiropractic physicians” or “optometric physicians.”  There have been no known patient complaints.  This legislation will restrict these providers from advertising their legally licensed services to patients.

5. Legislation is not needed.  By Virginia law, any person who uses the term “Dr.” or “Doctor” must indicate their degree or type of health care specialty.

Conclusion:
This legislation will adversely effect thousands of non-MD providers, restrain their marketing of their practices when no evidence of abuse exists, and is anti-competitive in that it will prevent patients from knowing that non-MD health care providers are on their health insurance provider panels.  This is anti-competitive and needs to be defeated. 
 

Thank you for your immediate response to this significant issue.
HWI Committee at January 11, 2008
6
Wytheville

Delegate Anne B. Crockett-Stark
Email:  delacrockett-stark@house.state.va.us




Local Office Phone:  (276) 227-0247
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1006

7
Christiansburg

Delegate David A. Nutter

Email:  deldnutter@house.state.va.us




Local Office Phone: (540) 382-7731
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1007

10
Martinsville

Delegate Ward L. Armstrong

Email:  warda@kimbanet.com
Local Office Phone: (276) 632-7022
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1010
16
Danville

Delegate Donald W. Merricks

Email:  deldmerricks@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (434) 863-3370
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1016
18
Front Royal

Delegate Clifford L. Athey, Jr.

Email:  DelCAthey@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (540) 635-2123
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1018
27
Richmond

Delegate Samuel A. Nixon, Jr.

Email:  delsnixon@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (804) 745-4335
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1027
43
Alexandria

Delegate Mark D. Sickles

Email:  delmsickles@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (703) 922-6440
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1043
44
Mount Vernon

Delegate Kristen J. Amundson

Email:  DelKAmundson@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (703) 619-0444
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1044
45
Alexandria

Delegate David L. Englin

Email:  deldenglin@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (703) 549-3203
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1045
49
Arlington

Delegate Adam P. Ebbin

Email:  delaebbin@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (703) 549-8253
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1049
52
Woodbridge

Delegate Jeffrey M. Frederick

Email:  delegate@va52.com
Local Office Phone: (703) 490-8405
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1052
54
Thornburg

Delegate Robert D. Orrock, Sr.
Email:  delborrock@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (540) 891-1322
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1054
58
Charlottesville

Delegate Robert B. Bell, III

Email:  delrbell@house.state.va.us

Local Office Phone: (434) 245-8900
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1058
72
Richmond

Delegate Jimmie P. Massie, III

Email:  district72@sov.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (804) 377-0100
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1072
73
Richmond

Delegate John M. O'Bannon, III
Email:  deljobannon@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (804) 282-8640
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1073
74
Highland Springs
Delegate Joseph D. Morrissey

Email:  joemorrissey04@yahoo.com
Local Office Phone: (804) 328-2651
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1074
77
Chesapeake

Delegate Lionell Spruill, Sr.

Email:  dellspruill@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (757) 424-2178
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1077
90
Norfolk

Delegate Algie T. Howell, Jr.

Email:  delahowell@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (757) 466-7525
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1090
93
Newport News

Delegate Phillip A. Hamilton

Email:  dphr93nn@aol.com
Local Office Phone: (757) 249-2580
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1093
95
Newport News

Delegate Mamye E. BaCote

Email:  delegatebacote@aol.com
Local Office Phone: (757) 244-4415
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1095
96
Yorktown

Delegate Brenda L. Pogge

Email:  brenda@brendapogge.com
Local Office Phone: (757) 223-9690
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1096
97
Mechanicsville

Delegate Christopher K. Peace
Email:  delcpeace@house.state.va.us
Local Office Phone: (804) 730-3737
Richmond Office Phone:  (804) 698-1097
PAGE  
1

