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LEGISLATIVE NEWS UPDATE

February 21, 2007

Attn.:  All Virginia Chiropractors and Supporters
 

GREAT NEWS!
 

Thanks to your calls, the Virginia House of Delegates approved today a House floor substitute which would allow chiropractors and podiatrists to again certify patients for permanent handicap parking permits (currently this privilege is limited to temporary permits).
 

The floor substitute was introduced by Delegate Steve Shannon (D-Fairfax) who spent a great deal of time "putting out fires".  The only Delegate speaking against the bill was Leo Wardrup (R-Va Beach) who argued that there are so many handicap plates now that the legislature should not allow anybody else to certify patients for this privilege.  Delegate Bill Janis (R-Henrico/Goochland) did a masterful job on the floor rebutting Wardup's comments.  Janis made his comments as a member of the House Health Committee, speaking very highly of the chiropractic profession.  Delegate/Chiropractor John Welch was also most helpful. Thanks also to the VSC, whose lobbyist communicated with our lobbyist, Bruce Keeney, to ensure that all the key delegates were contacted.
 

The bill passed the floor by a vote of 83 Yes, 14 No, 1 abstention, and 2 absent.
 

SB 993 now returns to the Senate floor where it must agree to the House changes.   Hopefully this will occur tomorrow. The Chairman of the Transportation Committee, Marty Williams, has already promised his support.  Once it passes the Senate it will go to the Governor for signature.   If all is successful, the amendment will take effect July 1, 2007.
 

For now, relish in a great victory.  This change will enable us to better serve our patients and will positively affect the public's perception of chiropractic.  Thanks again to so many who made calls to Delegates in recent days.  We will let you know as soon as the Senate acts.
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