
https://youtu.be/dUcEPJQitsQ
https://www.bayerbuilt.com/
https://www.brockwhite.com/
http://www.holidaystationstores.com/
https://ttwindows.com/
https://hsheatingandair.com/


https://www.firstam.com/title/mn/tri-county-abstract/


https://www.firstam.com/title/mn/tri-county-abstract/
https://www.simonson-lumber.com/
https://cmba.wildapricot.org/event-4078061
https://cmba.wildapricot.org/event-4055323


https://cmba.wildapricot.org/page-1598821
https://chambermaster.stcloudareachamber.com/events/details/zoom-chamber-connection-cmba-home-show-7609
https://cmba.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=LuoIENwYEcI5zAIFNdhkBwE324rDIWF6Gwls0R756GRV0PR1rEDK30%2fgyXJ3NLTx9DrUF1QYJ%2bbSeYOIY5ZHNuG5YiJ8m77lLxSjujXvW94%3d
mailto:klehman@cmhfh.org


https://www.focalpointflooringotsego.com/
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https://www.hbarebates.com/
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Government Affairs Committee On Ice :  The CMBA GA 
Committee held its monthly meeting in January shortly after 
the tumultuous transition in our nation s Capital, and as our 
Minnesota Legislature began work on a new State 
Budget.  We launched the virtual meeting from an ice fishing 
house on Pleasant Lake near Rockville (a first for CMBA), 
and chair Pete Cluever said he is dedicated to injecting more 
fun into meetings.  We heard a federal update from our 
NAHB lobbyist, Julia Bogue, and discussed state 
developments.  On the local front, area cities mostly held the 
line on development and building related fees for 2021, and 
some increased local property tax rates. CMBA is inviting one 
city planning/community development director to each GA 
Committee meeting this year to foster better understanding 
and closer engagement on local development and building 
issues.  Stearns County continues implementing its 
ShapeStearns 2040 Comprehensive Plan with proposed 
new ordinance changes covering Accessory Dwelling Units 
(https://shapestearns.com/wp-content/
uploads/2021/01/012521-ORC-Review-Packet.pdf) and 
Shoreland (https://shapestearns.com/wp-content/
uploads/2020/12/Proposed-Shoreland-Revisions-Executive-

Summary.pdf). Stearns County Environmental Specialist, Nick 
Neuman, joined our meeting to share the county s proposed 
Shoreland Ordinance revisions, and CMBA members asked 
questions and shared concerns. State lawmakers continue to 
show interest in CMBA activities, and we had four join 
January s meeting, including Rep. Tama Theis, Sen. Jeff 
Howe, Rep. Shane Mekeland, and Rep. Sondra Erickson. 
 

Next CMBA Government Affairs Committee Meeting: 
February 16th 8-9 AM at Tactical Advantage in Waite Park.  
Members are welcome to join the meeting on-site where we 
will socially distance and wear masks using Tactical 
Advantage s spacious classroom.  Afterward, members are 
invited to stay for target shooting on Tactical Advantage s 
indoor range.  Bring your own firearm, or rent on-site.  Coffee, 
juice and rolls provided.  To join the CMBA GA Committee, 
contact Steve Gottwalt, steve@cmbaonline.org, M: 952-923-

5265. 
 

Governor Walzôs Budget Proposal: It is generally an 
unfriendly proposal to businesses, including most developers 
and builders who have been able to continue working during 
the COVID-19 public health emergency.  Most observers 
agree the Governor s Budget Proposal will get little traction in  
the Minnesota Senate where the majority GOP leadership has 
made it clear they will not support tax increases.  CMBA 
continues working with BAM and others to gather more details  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and determine the best strategies for responding.  Some early 
points from Governor Walz s Budget: 
¶ Raises corporate franchise tax on every business that has 

been profitable through the COVID-19 pandemic (total 
$423 million) 

¶ New 5th Tier income tax bracket for the highest income 
earners (joint filers making $1 million or more); tax breaks 
to the lowest tier tax payers 

¶ $735 million more dollars toward e-12 Education, 
including universal summer school 

¶ No increase in license fees (yet) 
¶ Increase in pay-out and cap amounts from Contractor 

Recovery Fund (we have concerns about the 
sustainability of increased pay-outs) 

¶ Funding for 10 more state OSHA inspectors to keep eyes 
on your businesses 

¶ Increased mandates on small and large employers for 
sick leave and time off (millions in added business costs) 

¶ CMBA helped sideline proposed Energy Code changes 
last year, but the Governor proposes instituting a "Net 
Zero" energy consumption standard for all commercial 
and large multi-family construction by the year 2036 (huge 
cost increases) 

BAM and others are digesting the impacts to our industry in 
more detail and we will share more information shortly.  As 
always, please contact Steve Gottwalt with any questions or 
concerns, and CMBA will continue to keep you informed.  
 

Local Affordable Housing Discussion: CMBA is working 
with local planning/community development officials and other 
stake holders as talks about how to address local affordable 
housing needs resume. Affordable housing is important for 
people at every stage of life, and particularly for those with low 
incomes.  The renewed discussions focus on affordable 
housing development, and how to bridge the gap between the 
actual cost of building and people s ability to afford housing.  If 
you are interested in participating, please contact Steve 
Gottwalt, steve@cmbaonline.org, M: 952-923-5265. 
 

 

Government Affairs 
Committee Chair Pete 
Cluever and CMBA s 
Steve Gottwalt taking 
the meeting on ice. 

mailto:steve@cmbaonline.org
mailto:steve@cmbaonline.org




https://cmba.cloudaccess.host/exhibitor-registration-main/
https://www.americandoorworks.com/
http://dalegruberconstruction.com/
http://homecheckplus.com/
https://minnesotarusco.com/
https://finkens.com/
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Gold 
Sponsors are 
still available 

https://cmba.cloudaccess.host/exhibitor-registration-main/
https://cmba.cloudaccess.host/exhibitor-registration-option-b/
https://cmba.cloudaccess.host/exhibitor-registration-option-b/
https://cmba.cloudaccess.host/exhibitor-registration-option-b/
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Milestones in Membership 
 

to all who renewed their membership in 
December, we are highlighting the Milestone years 

 

30 Years 

Hiltner Construction, Inc 

Lamar Advertising Company 

15 years 

Ken Heim Repair & Construction 

10 Years 

Berscheid Builders LLC 

Strength in Numbers 

NEW MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHT 

Steve Gottwalt Consulting, 
LLC 

Steve Gottwalt 

Email - Steve@gottwaltconsulting.com   
Phone - (952) 923-5265                
Website - gottwaltconsulting.com 

Design Tree Engineering & 
Surveying 

Will Huston 

Email - WRH@DTE-LS.com           
Phone - (320) 217-5557                
Website - WRH@DTE-LS.com            

Premier Real Estate Services 
Affiliate  
Jeremy Forsell 

Email - 
jeremy@premierhomesearch.com 
Phone - (320) 980-5221                 
Website - premierhomesearch.com  

Current Membership is 370 Members 

 

 

Brightpoint Homes 

 John Miller 
Email - johnm@brightpointmgmt.com 

Phone - (320) 204-5550 

Website- brightpointhomes.com 

 

 

 

      RDV Companies 

        Ryan Voss 

            Email - ryan@rdvcompanies.com 

          Phone - (320) 864-6876 

          Website - rdvcompanies.com 

https://www.xcelenergy.com/working_with_us/builders


https://www.xcelenergy.com/working_with_us/builders
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Water Treatment Manager Jim Gruenke from Traut Companies now 
serves as a technical advisor to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agencys 
Smart Salting Assessment Tool (SSAt) program. The goal is to provide 
organizations and individuals in Minnesota with data to inform critical 
decisions for managing salt use.  Learn more at TrautCompanies.com.  

 

 

 

Congratulation to Jeremy Salzburn who is a member of the St. Cloud 
Times Under 40 Class of 2020.  To read the full article click here.  
The St. Cloud Times and LOCALiQ's annual 5 Under 40 awards were 
started 16 years ago with the Class of 2005 as a way to recognize, 
encourage and connect Central Minnesota's next generation of leaders.  

Members in the Community 

Jim Gruenke,  Traut 
Companies 

Please send any information you would like to share with members in the  On The Level to nikki@cmbaonline.org 

Jeremy Salzburn,  
H&S Heating & Air 

Conditiioning 

(click to read more) 

http://www.trautcompanies.com/
https://www.sctimes.com/story/money/business/2021/01/16/5-under-40-jeremy-salzbrun-outwork-outplay-outgive-competition/3895959001/?fbclid=IwAR3u0utc-aGmWLjqsJcfjZkVfBvT5u_cGGreQc6o-Zq0exSkBvScDPzlyXg
mailto:nikki@cmbaonline.org
https://www.buildersshow.com/generic.aspx?sectionID=3303&utm_campaign=early-ibs21&utm_content=580x72-early&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=housingheadlines&utm_term=get-your-free-expo-pass
http://nahbnow.com/2021/01/housing-starts-end-2020-strong-risks-ahead/?_ga=2.214444052.2022931254.1611690727-755188896.1608742364


http://cmbaonline.org/resources-members/discounts/
mailto:nikki@cmbaonline.org
https://www.buildersshow.com/generic.aspx?sectionID=3303&utm_campaign=early-ibs21&utm_content=580x72-early&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=housingheadlines&utm_term=get-your-free-expo-pass


https://www.nahb.org/members/member-savings.aspx
http://info.houzz.com/NAHBmembers
https://info.houzz.com/NAHBconcierge

