
         

JUNE 2021 

NEWSLETTER 

GLORIA’S GEMS  
      I’ve been a faithful customer of Coborn’s even before I 
moved to Big Lake.  When I worked in St. Cloud, I would shop at one of 
their stores before heading home. 
     Since working for the Chamber, I’ve greatly appreciated their sup-
port of the Chamber events as well other non-profit and youth organi-
zations.  They gave away free food at our Community Fair last month 
and will provide hamburgers and brats at our August 21st Block Party 
at McPete’s.  We truly appreciate their partnership with us! 

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH:  
   “I’ve been with the Coborn’s stores since I 
was 16 years old,” proudly stated Big Lake 
Store Manager Gordy Midas.  “I started part-
time in the produce department, then in management of Coborn’s 
stores in St. Cloud and Albertville and now here for the past year.” 

     In April Coborn’s celebrated 100 years of service, with their first 
store in Sauk Rapids. According to their website, Coborn’s is employ-
ee-owned with 120 stores in 6 midwestern states. Third and fourth-
generation Coborn family members are still involved in the leader-
ship of the company.   

     Coborn’s opened their Big Lake store 18 years ago and recently 
refreshed it with new products.  Almost 2 years ago they offered 
online ordering and curbside pick-up. They have 144 full and part-
time employees. 

     While last year they were unable to provide brat sales for non-
profit organizations  and youth groups due to COVID concerns, they 
started their first brat sale outside their doors a few weeks ago. 

     “I, along with Coborn’s, firmly believe in supporting our communi-
ties in whatever way we can.  We truly appreciate 
the support of our cus-
tomers,” exclaimed 
Midas. 
     At left Store Manager Gordy 
Midas was welcomed last year. At 
right Midas and his staff served the 
Big Lake Ambassadors at last 
month’s Community Fair. 

 

Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community 

through information, communica-

tion, cooperation and support  

for all.” 

Board of Directors 
 

Chair: Monica Parrish  

Meraki Property Management &  
Consulting   763-275-1515 

 

Vice Chair: Tim Suchy, Edward Jones   

763.262.9988 

 

Secretary: Brenda Geldert  
Options, Inc.  763-263-3684  

 

Treasurer: Hanna Klimmek  

City of Big Lake  763-251-2979 

 

Yvonne Blum, Minnco Credit Union 
763--552-7309  

 

Cory Laugen, State Farm 

763-263-0513 

 
Oscar Cooper, El Teca Barber Shop 

763-207-8822 

 
Allen Snegosky, Sherburne State Bank 

763-271-4919 

 

Tim Truebenbach, Big Lake Schools 

763-262-5218 

 

Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake 

 

info@biglakechamber.com 
160 Lake Street N 

P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 55309 
763-263-7800 

 
Office Hours 

 
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 2:15 

Or by appointment 

 



BIG LAKE SPUD FEST IS 3 WEEKS AWAY! 
     Chamber members are encouraged to sponsor, volunteer and provide door prizes for the 2021 Spud 

Fest.  This year the Chamber is partnering with the Spud Fest to offer online Carnival ride pre-sales.  Con-

sider a purchase for your kids, grandkids, and neighbor kids. Check it out here!    

     The Board and volunteers of Spud Fest are planning great things for 2021 Big Lake Spud Fest Thurs-

day, June 24 -Sunday, June 27.  Talent Show is Thursday night, Fireworks on Friday evening, Parade at 

11 am on Saturday and Big Lake Ambassadors Coronation on Saturday afternoon.  Big Lake Lions will serve 

potato pancake breakfast Sunday morning and a Spud Daze Marketplace of vendors will offer their prod-

ucts from 9-2 pm on Sunday. Music, Bingo, softball, motorcycle run, SpudINC Robotics and lots more is be-

ing planned.  Check out the schedule here! 

     Sponsorships are still needed.  Please consider donating here!  Chambers members are encouraged to 

donate prizes for the many rounds of Bingo games and can drop the items off at the Chamber office.  Or 

email info@biglakechamber.com for staff or volunteers to pick it up. 

       Volunteers during Spud Fest are also needed.  Perhaps you can gather a group from your businesses 

or non-profits or even family and friends and sign up together here!  

 

.   

SPUD FEST NEEDS YOU! 

 

 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/big-lake-spud-fest-carnival-349906?sourceTypeId=Hub
http://www.biglakespudfest.com/event-schedule.html
http://www.biglakespudfest.com/sponsors--donations.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=409044ba8a62dabfc1-biglake2&view=calendar
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BLOCK PARTY! 

Saturday Aug 21st 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SPONSORS NEEDED FOR BIG LAKE BLOCK PARTY AUG 21ST 

     Block Party Committee Chair Dr. Kristin Alpin of Big Lake Veterinary Hospital is excited to announce 

our 2021 Big Lake Block Party will be held on Saturday, August 21st from 10-2 pm at McPete’s Entertain-

ment Center. 

     For just $5 each, youth over 2 years old and adults can enjoy mini-golf, bowling and great games from 

our sponsors. The Wave Youth Center will once again sponsor water balloons from 1-2 pm.     

     Coborn’s is again provide hamburg-

ers, brats and fixings at a reasonable 

price. 

     Sponsors are needed for this major 

fundraiser of the Chamber.  The options 

are listed to the right.  Bikes will be given 

away to youth who attend and register. 

You can also sign up as a sponsor here! 

     Volunteers are also needed along 

with items for the first 100 children’s gift 

bags. 

     Additional Committee members in-

clude Nick Ellingson of Insurance Spe-

cialists Team, Amber Digiovanne of Min-

nco Credit Union, Dan McElwee of St. 

Croix Valley Insurance and Allen Sne-

gosky of Sherburne State Bank.  If you 

would like to join the Committee, please 

contact one of the members of the 

office!  

 

 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/11th-annual-big-lake-block-party-347903?sourceTypeId=Hub


 

 

Block Party continued 

 

 



Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

YOUR VOICE  

IN GOVERNMENT 

Deb Johnson-2021 Citizen of the Year 
     City of Big Lake Mayor Paul Knier of Cabot Lodge Securities 
was pleased to present Deb Johnson the 2021 Citizen of the Year award 
last month. Deb is a long-time volunteer for both the Big Lake Lions and 
Big Lake Spud Fest.  State Senator Mary Kiffmeyer also presented a cer-
tificate to her. Councilmen Paul Seefeld, Ken Halverson and Seth Han-
son are seated in the photo to the left.     

  MN Supplier Match 
    Grow Minnesota! initiative seeks to highlight Minnesota’s robust supply chains and increase business-
to-business activity in the state. Any Minnesota business can register and/or receive credentials to 
source from the database at no cost. Register as a supplier here. To access the database for sourcing 
purposes, email suppliermatch@mnchamber.com for login credentials. Contact Sean O’Neil, 
soneil@mnchamber.com for more information. 

 

 ELECTRIC VEHICLE WEBINAR 
     The Minnesota Trade Office (MTO) invites you to join them on Tuesday, June 8 from 9-10:30 am for a 
free webinar on The Coming of Electric Vehicle Infrastructure in Minnesota: Lessons from the Nordics, a 
briefing event to bring you up to speed on our own EV infrastructure landscape and also what we can 
learn from our EV-embracing Nordic friends.  You can register here! 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Sherburne County COVID cases: as of June 3rd, we’ve had 11,937 confirmed cases compared to  

11,401 last month, 9828 in April, 8642 in late Feb, and 7617 in Dec.  We have 100 deaths, just 8 more 
deaths than last month, 80 in late Feb, and 29 deaths in Nov. Likely due to more vaccinations, the county’s 
7-day average count has dropped to 6.1 (the lowest since Feb), compared to 39.9 last month, 46.9 in April, 
10.1 in late Feb, 30 on Dec. 30th, 92.6 on Dec. 9th and a high of 174 in mid-Nov.  Average age dropped 
slightly to 38.3, similar to the last 2 months. Big Lake’s cases total 2400 compared to 2300 last month, 
1900 in April, 1700 in Feb and Jan, 1500 in Dec, 547 in Nov, 244 in Oct. and 163 in Sept.  34, 996 persons 
in Sherburne County have received at least one dose of vaccine and 31,210 have completed the series. 
Check it out here!  

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3
http://clicks.weblinkinternational.com/ls/click?upn=VBr-2BPbhUg2HKTbxK0Z0Riqmrxxji9Xt0cFS8Fi4WdTk8Xrzt2M4PhjK6YaZ-2F7cz6anWDdV9xM5b0CrUMyjLtavmu-2Flhq6gpe9KW6MSAw2nIn8E6-2F7AexnkxDH82e455ImHomDOiNr6OmHMI335eYk-2Fgu6VOofVtiTRIA-2B7Xz1AFfrAt-2F-2BsOPISZ4hCcSWaw
mailto:suppliermatch@mnchamber.com
mailto:soneil@mnchamber.com
https://mn.gov/deed/business/exporting/events/?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D152897069
https://sherburnegis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/cb75ee50023b4a35bf0e3d68482c7ed5
https://www.mnchamber.com/your-opportunity/grow-minnesota-partnership


SPONSORS NEEDED FOR OUR SEPTEMBER GOLF SCRAMBLE! 
     Dr. Scott Schulz of Great River Spine & Sport and Chair of the Chamber’s Golf Committee is encouraging 
every member to consider 
participating in our Sept 9th 
Golf Scramble at Monticello 
Country Club.  Members can 
be a sponsor, play 18 holes 
and win prizes, and donate 
door prizes and silent auction 
items. 

     New this year is a putting 
contest for $10 each with the 
winner sharing the pot with 
the Chamber!  

     Golfers receive a discount 
if they sign up before August 
26th. 

     Sponsors & golfers can 
sign up here! 

     Additional Committee 
members include Hanna 
Klimmek of City of Big Lake, 
Paul Knier of Cabot Lodge Se-
curities, Tim Suchy of Edward 
Jones and Cory Laugen of 
State Farm.  If you would like 
to serve on the Committee or 
volunteer at the event, 
please contact one of the 
members or email the office. 

  

 

GOLF SCRAMBLE 

SEPT 9th 

 

 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/big-lake-chamber-3rd-annual-golf-scramble-347911?sourceTypeId=Hub
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TIDBITS 

5 Ways to Develop Managers 

    Retailer Bob has indicated 5 ways to develop managers.  While the suggestions refer to retail stores, 

they can be applied to all businesses.  Check it out here! 

Businesses Help Employees with Emergency Funds 

This article from Human Resource Executive quotes Financial Adviser Suze Orman, “You can never fix a 

financial problem with [just] money,” she said, speaking last month at the 2021 virtual Health & Benefits 

Leadership Conference. “Instead, employees need to feel confident that they have a strong savings 

strategy in place and that their employer is with them every step of the way. Check it out here! 

Another article identified 10 suggestions employers need to consider post-COVID! 

     This week an article indicated burnout is still prevalent among employees and asks if employers are 

doing enough to help their employees.  Last month was National Mental Health Month. Check it out 

here! 

 

 

Labor Force Challenges 

     MN Department of Energy & Economic Develop-

ment has recommended in the graphic to the right  ide-

as to attract more employee applications.  For a com-

plete review of their recommendations, check it out 

here! 

MN Legislature: Special Session 
     With the negotiated budget amounts finalized by 
the Senate and House leaders along with the Governor, 
Conference Committees are determining specifics for 
legislative approval on or before June 14th. 

 

https://www.retaildoc.com/blog/5-ways-to-develop-top-managers-in-your-store?utm_campaign=newsletters&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=126086995&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_JRxZRN962tArjy8vIBbsfRmbPikLYiqlVO4bWvgK5DsTYMOk6f4VdPRWuKG8nwhaj71tFM6-J0vWOR4ixcyWOk7mkcg&utm_source=hs_
http://www.benefitsconf.com/#utm_source=HRE&utm_medium=HRE&utm_campaign=Otto.5.12.21
http://www.benefitsconf.com/#utm_source=HRE&utm_medium=HRE&utm_campaign=Otto.5.12.21
https://hrexecutive.com/how-emergency-savings-can-strengthen-workers-bonds-with-employers/?eml=20210512&oly_enc_id=1350A2986323A8V
https://hrexecutive.com/10-big-lessons-from-hres-health-benefits-leadership-conference/?eml=20210514&oly_enc_id=1350A2986323A8V
https://hrexecutive.com/burnout-is-continuing-to-rise-is-hr-doing-enough/
https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/publications/trends/june-2021/simple.jsp


EDUCATION/YOUTH 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out our events at here! 

CHILDREN’S EVENTS 

Storytime: Craft kits available for participants to take home, following sto-
rytime. For ages 2-6. Limit 15. Registrations required. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Big Lake Library. 

Friday, June 25 & July 9, 23 & August 13.           10:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

Wooden Cars Craft Kit:  Kick off your summer reading with a fun coloring kit. 
For ages 5 and up. Sponsored by the Friends of the Big Lake Library. 

Monday, June 7               2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Tissue Painting Kit:  Using pieces of colored tissue paper, create a unique art 
piece for yourself or a friend. For ages 5 to 12. Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Big Lake Library. 

Tuesday, June 29      10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Chromatography STEM Experiment: Learn about chromatography, a process 
that separates out a mixture of chemicals. Pick up this STEM experiment kit 
while supplies last. For ages 6 and up. Sponsored by the Friends of the Big 
Lake Library. 

Tuesday, June 13         10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

Wooden Medallion Pendant:  Create an inspirational wood pendant to wear. 
For ages 10 and up. Sponsored by Friends of the Big Lake Library. 

Wednesday, June 16          2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Paper Butterfly Craft: This adult Take and Make kit uses cardstock to create a 
beautiful butterfly to hang in your home. Sponsored by the Friends of the Big 
Lake Library. 

Monday, June 21          4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

BIG LAKE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
 

     Big Lake’s 104th Graduation Ceremony will be outside for the first time in recent years on Fri-
day, June 4th at 7:30. The event will be livestreamed for all to view here!  

             

Hours: Mon 1-6p; Tues: 10a-2; Wed 1-7p; Thur:2-6p; Fri: 10-5p; Sat: 10-1p 

Join the Friends of Big Lake Library.  Friends are seeking new mem-

bers of any age who want to support the library.  They meet the first Monday 
of each month at the library at 5:30 pm.      

NOW OPEN Monday 2-7 pm, 

Tuesday 12-5 pm, Wednesday 12-
3 at Lakeside Beach & 5-7 pm on-
site and Thursday noon-5pm. We 
will continue to operate online 

On June 19th, 2021 The Wave is hosting its 
first-ever golf scramble fundraiser and silent 
auction. A $10,000 Hole In One Prize is offered 
by Insurance Specialists Team. Sponsors, Golf-
ers and Donations for Silent Auction are need-
ed! The Eddy Foundation is offering a $10,000 
Donor Match. See their full-page ad on page 3. 

 

Climb Theatre is coming June 10 & 17! 

Check out their website here! 

https://griver.org/events/6/all/all/0/calendar
https://sites.google.com/a/biglakeschools.org/graduation/
https://thewaveyc.org/


 

MEMBER NEWS & 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 .Lupulin Brewing Company is offering a free beer this month if you get vaccinated! Bring in 

your proof of your vaccination within 2 weeks of getting the shot (1st or 2nd dose), and they will 
pour you a beer on the house!  They encourage their customers to “Get Active” and join their 

Bike Club at 6 pm on Mondays or Run Club at 6 pm on Wednesdays. All ages and fitness levels welcome!  
Enjoy a free pour or soda on the house when you get back!  

     Lupulin’s Marketing and Artistic Director Marcus Paulsen won three awards last month at the 2021 
Craft Beer Marketing Awards (CBMA) virtual ceremony for his designs on cans. 

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge:  Enjoy the views along the seven

-mile loop at Prairie’s Edge from your vehicle, bike or on foot! Open daily 
1/2 hour before sunrise to 1/2 hour after sunset. For more information 
about the Refuge, check it out here!    

SOVRAN President Traci Leffner announced at our May Legislative Dinner last week that 

they will help recycle old office electronics and equipment (laptops, monitors, keyboards, 
servers and more) during June in cooperation with PCs For People.  Contact her here for more infor-
mation or call 651-686-0515. 

 

 

Check out the article here! 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sherburne/
mailto:TLeffner@sovran.com
https://www.sovran.com/blog/sovran-earns-microsoft-azure-gold-cloud-platform-certification


 

NETWORK OPPORTUNITIES 

 

          

Newsletter Tidbits Due 
Want to include something in the Chamber 

Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 page ad or a few 

sentences to include in next month’s news-

letter by  Wednesday, June 23rd. Full page 

ads can be added for only $25 per month.  

Are you a new member? Ask the Chamber 

how to redeem your free full page ad! 

   June’s Business After Hours 

     June’s Business after Hours is scheduled for 5 pm on Thursday, June 17th at the Lupulin Brew-

ing.  There is no cost but members are encouraged to register here!  Last month we had 6 members 

attending representing Edward Jones, McPete’s and Minnco Credit Union and Old National Bank! 

      Network Drawing Box valued at $414 

     Members who had their names drawn this year but were not present to win include Big Lake Area Vet-

erinary Hospital, Big Lake Community Food Shelf, Casey’s, Coborn’s, DATASuccess, Magic Mushrooms in 

the Crystal Garden and United Bus Sales.  

      More prizes are needed but current Network Prizes include: 

4-pack of Works Plus Car Washes  Massage and First Chiro Check 

            

Certificate      Free Drink    

   

Color Ads       Monticello Printing Certificate 

 August 31st Membership Meeting 
     Join us for our August Membership Meeting at 11:30 am on Tuesday, August 31st 
at Carefree Country Club.  

     DEED’s Regional Analyst Luke Greiner will speak about the la-
bor force in our area and how Big Lake and Sherburne County ar-
ea doing with jobs. 

     Registration is at 11:30 am. Introductions and Committee Re-
ports begin at noon.  Lunch costs $15 and you can register here!  

A limited number of golf-
ers will be able to play 
after the meeting. 

     Photo at left is from our May 
Legislative dinner with MN Sena-
tor Mary Kiffmeyer and Rep. Paul 
Novotny updating members on 
legislative activities. 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/june-2021-business-after-hours-343335?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/august-membership-meeting-353942?sourceTypeId=Website


JUNE 2021 

CALENDAR 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Thursday, July 15th at 5 pm: Business After Hours 

Saturday, August 21st from 10-2 pm: Big Lake Block Party at 

 

Tuesday, August 31st at 11:30: Membership Meeting at  

 

Thursday September 9th: Golf Scramble at 

 

Sunday      Monday           Tuesday        Wednesday           Thursday           Friday              Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 
Board Meeting 

12:30 at McPete’s & 
virtually 

9 

 

10 11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

17 

Business Af-

ter Hours. 5 
pm. Lupulin. 

Register here! 

18 19 

 

20 21 22 

 

23 

 

24 

SPUD FEST 

25 

SPUD FEST 

26 

SPUD FEST 

27 

SPUD FEST 

28 29 30 

Block Party 

Committee 

Meeting noon at 

McPete’s 

   

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/june-2021-business-after-hours-343335?sourceTypeId=Hub

