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Mission Statement
“Committed to the success of the
Big Lake business community
through information, communication, cooperation and support
for all.”

Board of Directors
Chair: Monica Parrish
Meraki Property Management &
Consulting 952-392-8805
Vice Chair: Tim Truebenbach
Big Lake Schools 763-262-5218
Secretary: Brenda Geldert
Options, Inc. 763-263-3684
Treasurer: Hanna Klimmek
City of Big Lake 763-251-2979
Yvonne Blum, Minnco Credit Union
763--552-7309

Oscar Cooper, El Teca Barber Shop
763-207-8822
Becky Jacobs, Northstar Technology
Solutions 763-262-0729
Cory Laugen, State Farm
763-263-0513
Tom Obarski, Sherburne State Bank
763-271-7182

Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake

info@biglakechamber.com
160 Lake Street N
P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 55309
763-263-7800
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 2:15
Or by appointment

GLORIA’S GEMS
My late husband and I purchased our second home when we
moved to Brainerd in 1995. Our realtor recommended using a
home inspector, which we hadn’t used when we bought our first
home in southwestern MN. Since we were paying 4 times what we
bought just 3 years earlier, it truly made sense to have an “expert”
check things out. As it turned out, armed with the inspection report,
we were able to have the owner escrow $5000 for potential water
issues in the basement, which we used within the first year!

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH: PROTECTION
PLUS HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC
Owner Jonathan Hopkins had been a licensed building
contractor for 25 years before he completed training with the prestigious American Home Inspector Training (AHIT) seven years ago.
He received national certification four years ago.
“After growing up in Minneapolis, I was glad to move to Big Lake
16 years ago,” Hopkins noted. “I like it here! My inspections take
me into the metro and even up north to inspect cabins! My advice
for any homeowner is to never buy without first getting an inspection! It is often your largest purchase and using an experienced and
qualified inspector will give peace of mind.”
Hopkins can be emailed here or called at 763-501-8357. Check
out his website here!
Hopkins was recently elected as President of the Midwest Association of Home Inspectors (MAHI) representing inspectors from IA, MN, WI and the
Dakotas. He is also a member of the St. Paul
Association of Realtors.
Chamber members will often see Hopkins
working his second business, Prairie Fire
Kitchens at Big Lake and Monticello Farmers
Markets. His Honey BBQ Sauce won 1st
place at MN State Fair in 2019 and 2nd place
last summer along with a 2nd place award
for his Peachy Pineapple Mango Salsa.

MEET YOUR
NEW MEMBER!

Travelers Country Club on the Mississippi (TCCOM)
TCCOM is an attractive planned community that is a seasonal home for snowbirds or a weekend retreat for families. Designed for rest, renewal & recreation, 299 lots, most with Park
Model trailers, are nestled among shady oak trees with views of the Mississippi or an executive 9-hole golf
course (which is FREE to members).
TCCOM provides country living situated along the banks of the Mississippi at a bend in the river. It lies
between the towns of Clearwater and Clear Lake and is open from mid-April to mid-October. Incorporated
in 1977, we offer a wide range of amenities and things to do including golf, fishing, swimming, boating,
quilting and crafts, pickleball, tennis, social activities and much more. TCCOM is the best-kept relaxation
and recreation secret in Minnesota.
Park Manager Tami Rangel indicated many of their members drive through Big Lake and they are looking forward to being involved in events in Big Lake. She can be reached at (320) 743-3133 or emailed here!
Check out their website here!

COMMUNITY FAIR
SPONSORSHIPS

MEMBER AD

Ambassadors Meeting
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo!

COMMUNITY FAIR
BOOTH REGISTRATION

COMMUNITY FAIR: Reduced Booth Pricing
Cosponsored by Big Lake Community Education, all proceeds from the 2022
Community Fair will go to Big Lake High School Volunteerism Scholarships. Last year’s Fair was able to
donate 1 $500 scholarship and the Chamber board matched it! This year we hope to donate 4 $500
scholarships!
Booth costs are reduced because carpet and drapes will not be provided. Space between 8x 10 ft
booth areas will be 3-6 ft. Chairs will be provided and a limited number of tables are available to those
who request them. Early bird registrations for a $25 savings are due March 31st. Premium space and
electric is available for an added fee. Big Lake Women of Today has volunteered to help with registrations.
Ambassadors Meeting
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo!

Entertainment is being planned for every 10-20
minutes Caricatures will be available along with
face painting by the Big Lake Ambassadors!
Sponsorships are requested for a postcard
mailing promoting the event, purchasing t-shirts
to give away, purchasing bikes, scooters and
skateboards to give away and covering expenses.
Farmers Market will be held in the high school
parking lot.

Community Fair Planning Committee members
include Allen Berg, Heidi Dehmer and Tim Truebenbach of Big Lake Schools/Community Education, Corrie Scott of City of Big Lake, Nick Ellingson of Insurance Specialists Team and Cory
Laugen of State Farm. Additional members are
needed.

MEMBER ADS

TRI WELLNESS at WORK WEBINARS
A Statewide Health Improvement Partnership
collaboration between Stearns, Benton, and Sherburne Counties is offering local businesses a no-cost workplace wellness opportunity where businesses can learn
about starting and maintaining an effective and sustainable
wellness program.
This is a great opportunity for employers who are thinking
about starting a wellness program, need help in specific
areas, or want to network with other area employers
around workplace wellness.

Anyone can participate but registration is required for this
no-cost opportunity. For more information, For more information contact Kristy at Kristy.Heying@co.sherburne.mn.
us. You can register here. All webinars are 9-10 am.

.

January 13:
February 8:
March 17:
April 12:
May 19:
June 14:
July 14:

Mission, Brand & Assessments
Stress Management
Healthy Eating and Breastfeeding Support
Physical Activity
Health Equity
Tobacco Use and Exposure Reduction
Sustainability and Evaluation

PREPARE FOR
WINTER WITH A
CLEAN HOME!

763-568-5558

YOUR VOICE in GOV’T

Rep. Paul Novotny and Big Lake Chamber member was named last month to the Governor’s
Council on Justice Reinvestment, a new bipartisan, data-driven effort aimed at reducing recidivism
and improving community safety. As former Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, his expertise will
assist the Council in improving how people are treated after getting out of jail. Read about it here!

State Unemployment Payroll taxes: businesses have received double-digit increases in an
effort to replenish its Fund. Chamber President & CEO Doug Loon says policymakers should instead
use the $1 billion in unspent federal funds and $7.7 billion surplus.

The federal Supreme Court will hear an appeal requiring employees at large companies to be
vaccinated or tested weekly on Jan. 7th. It will also hear arguments over a rule requiring employee vaccinations by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid that applies to a wide range of health care providers
across the nation that receive federal Medicare or Medicaid funding. KSTP.com shared this: read here.
Ambassadors Meeting
Center for Disease Control
is shortening
recommended
time for isolation for persons exJoin us (CDC)
on Wednesday,
April 10hthe
at 11:30
at Friendly Buffalo!
posed to COVID-19. People with COVID-19 should isolate for 5 days and if they are asymptomatic or
their symptoms are resolving (without fever for 24 hours), follow that by 5 days of wearing a mask when
around others to minimize the risk of infecting others. The change is motivated by science demonstrating that the majority of transmission occurs in the 1-2 days prior to onset of symptoms and the 2-3
days after. Yesterday on Jan. 4th, CDC updated the recommended quarantine period for anyone in the
general public who is exposed to COVID-19. Read about the shorter isolation periods here!

MN Chamber is hosting its Session Priorities on Monday, January 31 in St. Paul. More than
1600 business and public policy leaders across the state will attend. 2022 gubernatorial candidates will answer key policy issues as well as the 4 State Legislative Leaders and Governor Walz. Ticket
price is $199 but can be reduced in half if another Chamber member or guest comes along! For more information, click here. If interested, email Gloria here and the Chamber will bill you.

WorkForce Solutions Seminar is sponsored by the MN Chamber Foundation at the Best Western
Premier Nicollet Inn in Burnsville from 11:15 am–3:15 pm on Jan. 31st. This session, designed for chamber, community and education leaders will provide highly valuable data on high demand careers in regions of the state, along with innovative approaches to driving solutions. Cost is $50. Contact Gloria for
more information.

Demand for health care workers is still surging in Central Minnesota, with 2,645 job vacancies for Healthcare Practitioners & Technical & Healthcare Support workers in the second
quarter of 2021. That was more than double the number of openings the previous year, and 700 more
than the peak in 2016.

EDUCATION/YOUTH

Inde Elem. Wins 2022 STEM Innovation Award!
The STEM Innovation Award presented in partnership between the Minnesota Elementary School
Principals’ Association (MESPA) and the Science Museum of Minnesota along with $300 cash prize will be
awarded to Independence Elementary School next month. Inde transitioned to a STEM school in September 2019 and serves third, fourth, and fifth grade students. Chamber members were able to learn about
this program at their Feb 2020 membership meeting. Read about it here!
Big Lake Community Education is looking for financial sponsors to help pay for
licensing, costumes and sets for its upcoming musical, “Shrek The Musical”, performing April 29-May 1st. Sponsors will be recognized in the playbill. For more
information email Allen here!
Winter Weekend Tournaments at Big Lake Schools include the following:
Youth Volleyball Tournament: Jan 8-9
HS Gymnastics Invitational: Jan 8
Youth Girls Basketball Tournament: Jan 22
Youth Volleyball Tournament : Jan 22-23

Youth Wrestling Winter Tournament: Jan 29-30
Boys Youth Basketball Tournament: Feb 26-27

OPEN Monday - Thursday 3:30 - 7 pm and
Friday 3:30-6 pm.

If you were not able to attend
their fundraiser on Dec. 2nd,
you can still give securely here
or mail a check to PO Box 58,
Big Lake MN 55309.
Please contact me if you have any
questions!
Gabriela Dillon, Executive Director
W: (763) 275.9076;
C: (763) 760.2367
director@thewaveyc.org

Hours: Mon 1-6p; Tues 10a-5p; Wed 1-7p; Thur 1-5p; Fri 10a-5p; Sat 10a-1p.
Join the Friends of Big Lake Library. Friends are seeking new members of any age who want to support the library. They meet the first Monday of each month at the library at 5:30 pm.
Check out our events at here! Social distancing measures will be in place at
programs. Please stay home when sick.
Winter Scavenger Hunt: Join in the winter scavenger hunt. After finding all
the images, place your name in our drawing for a chance to win a new book!
For ages 3-12. Sponsored by the Friends of the Big Lake Library.
Monday, Jan. 3 to Saturday, Jan 22
During library open hours
Storytime-Tuesdays or Fridays: Children, with a favorite adult, enjoy books,
songs, rhymes, and movement activities while building language and early
literacy skills through reading, singing, talking, and playing. For ages 2-6. Limit 20. Registration required. Sponsored by the Friends of the Big Lake Library.
Jan. 7, 14, 18, 21, 25, 28, Feb. 1 & 4
10:30 to 11:00 a.m.
Yarn Birds: Create a unique bird using yarn, cardboard and wire at this inperson program offered by staff. For adults. Registration required. Limit 12.
Sponsored by the Friends of the BL Library.
Wednesday, Jan. 12
3:30 to 5:00 p.m.
Tech Tuesdays for Seniors: Want to read an eBook on a tablet or take a
practice driving test? Call the Big Lake Library (763-263-6445) to schedule a
20-min. session on using the Digital Library or other online, library resources.
Tuesdays, Jan. 11 and Feb. 8
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

MEMBER NEWS

Has agreed to purchase London-based Croda’s bioindustrial business next summer for
$1.3 billion to better serve industrial manufacturers searching for “greener” ingredient solutions. Under the agreement, Cargill would gain nearly 1,000 employees around the world and production
facilities spread across Europe and Asia, along with a strong technology portfolio that supports leading
market positions in automotive, polymer and food packaging applications. Aligning with Cargill’s commitment to sustainability, more than two-thirds of the raw materials used to manufacture these solutions are
bio-based and renewable. Cargill has 155,000 employees across 70 countries, working relentlessly to
nourish the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way and we are glad they are in Big Lake and
Monticello. They combine 155 years of experience with new technologies and insights to serve as a trusted partner for food, agriculture, financial and industrial customers in more than 125 countries. Learn
more here!

Lupulin Brewing Company won second place for its Boris v.1, the very first foeder-aged beer
to come from Scribbled Lines at the 2021 Festival of Wood & Barrel-Aged Beers in Chicago in midNov. They won 3 awards at the MN Craft Brewer’s Guild in Nov. Blissful Ignorance, after winning
first place in 2019, was awarded second place. Barrel God Cuvée 2020/2021 Blend was the standout and
earned first place in the Wood Beer category. Marketing & Artistic Director Marcus Paulsen won the
Best Art & Design award again this year as he did in 2019. No competition was held in 2020.
Co-founder Jeff Zierdt is asking its supporters to contribute $10 or more toward the Minnesota Craft
Beer Political Action Committee (PAC) to help fight for more equitable laws for MN craft
breweries. They want to raise $25,000 before the legislative
Ad below is sponsored by
session begins later this month. Your Big Lake Chamber
Board has supported their legislative changes these past 2
years. CLICK HERE TO SUPPORT MN CRAFT BEER!

VOICE IN GOV’T-TIDBITS & RESOURCES
article identifies 6 things the State Legislature
didn’t do in 2021, including raising taxes. Read about it
here!
MN Chamber offers 6 tips in attracting and keeping
employees. Learn more here!
Offers new contribution limits and more in 2022
for HSAs, FSAs and 401(k)s. Check it out here!

INC. offers 5 ways to tell if an employee won’t make it in
the first 90 days. Read about it here!

NETWORK OPPORTUNITIES

January’s Business After Hours
January’s Business after Hours is scheduled for 5 pm on Thursday, January 20th at McPete’s. To save
enough room, please register here!

Attend our Meetings to Win Prizes!
At every Business after Hours and Membership Meeting, 2 names are drawn from our Network Box
containing all of our members. Members who are present while their name is called win prizes valued at
over $400 which include:
$10 gift certificate

$10 Gift Certificate

Massage and First Chiro Check

FREE Drink

Monticello Printing Certificate
Free breadstick

2 Color Ads, notepad & can koozie
More prizes are welcome!

January 18th Membership Meeting
Our January Membership Meeting will be held a week earlier than usual: Tuesday, Jan. 18th at Lord
of Glory Lutheran Church. Several non-profit members (including Lord of Glory and Sherburne County
Area United Way) will share their stories and goals for 2022. Please register here by Wed, Jan. 12th.

PREPAID MEMBERSHIP MEALS
Get a free membership meal when you prepay for the entire
year! Hate the hassle of signing up for a membership meeting?
Just $105 covers all 8 membership meetings in 2022! And if we
have an evening membership meeting, no extra cost to you!
All prepaid members are registered automatically every
month. Email Gloria at info@biglakechamber.com if you would
like an invoice!

Newsletter Tidbits Due
Want to include something in the Chamber
Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 page ad or a few
sentences to include in next month’s newsletter by Wednesday, Jan. 26h. Full page ads
can be added for only $25 per month.
Are you a new member? Ask the Chamber
how to redeem your free full page ad!

JANUARY 2022
CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Board Meeting
12:30 McPete’s
and virtually

OFFICE
CLOSED

Ambassadors
Meeting noon

21

22

28

29

16

23

17

24
OFFICE
CLOSED

30

18
19
Membership
Meeting 11:30
Lord of Glory and
virtually. Register
here!

20

25
OFFICE
CLOSED

27

26

Business After
Hours 5 pm at
McPete’s. Register
here

31

Mark Your Calendar!
Thursday, February 17th at 5 pm: Business after Hours.
Tuesday, February 22nd at 11:30 am: Membership Meeting with non-profits at Saron Lutheran.
Saturday, April 23, 2022: Community Fair at Big Lake High School cosponsored with
Saturday, August 20, 2022: Block Party at

