
         

FEBRUARY 2022 

NEWSLETTER 

GLORIA’S GEMS  
     My grandkids always looked forward to coming from the 
Cities for our Spud Fest parade and rides.  As they grew older, I 
was able to volunteer at the Bingo tent, parade and clean-up.  Work-
ing with other volunteers is truly rewarding and many hands and 
sponsors are needed!  If you have an idea, would like to help out or 
sponsor something, please email them here! 
BUSINESS OF THE MONTH: 
     Big Lake Spud Fest is celebrating its 50 years 
this June 23-26. 
     Created in 1972 the Big Lake Civic & Commercial Club President 
Bob McDowall and others wanted to provide funds for summer 
youth recreation programs with an event for Big Lake and surround-
ing areas that promoted a strong sense of community and sharing.  
This group later established the Chamber. Since then and thanks to 
the volunteers, sponsors and customers of their pull tabs and meat 
raffles, they have continued to donate funds to youth program and 
community organizations. 
     The first Spud  Festival was held on the grounds of Citizen Bank, 
now Old National Bank on the east side of town. They offered 14 
rides, 25 concessions, a softball tournament at the elementary 
school and gave away 3 tons of potatoes in 20-pound sacks, provid-
ed by area potato farmers.  Seventeen years later, according to The 
Big Lake History book, they also offered potato country cook-off, 
spud wrestling, fiddler’s contest, a parade with 5 area high school 
bands and a firemen’s water fight.  Big Lake Lions have played a key 
role in continuing this community festival. 
     Chairperson Raeanne Danielowski exclaimed, “We have some ex-

citing events coming for our 50th celebration!  The Craft & Vendor 
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Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community 

through information, communica-

tion, cooperation and support  

for all.” 

Board of Directors 
 

Chair: Monica Parrish  

Meraki Property Management &  
Consulting   952-392-8805 

 

Vice Chair: Tim Truebenbach 

Big Lake Schools   763-262-5218 

 

Secretary: Brenda Geldert  
Options, Inc.  763-263-3684  

 

Treasurer: Hanna Klimmek  

City of Big Lake  763-251-2979 

 

Yvonne Blum, Minnco Credit Union 
763--552-7309  

 

Oscar Cooper, El Teca Barber Shop 

763-207-8822 

 
Becky Jacobs, Northstar Technology 

Solutions   763-262-0729 

 

Cory Laugen, State Farm 

763-263-0513 

 
Allen Snegosky, Sherburne State Bank 

763-271-4919 

 

Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake 

 

info@biglakechamber.com 
160 Lake Street N 

P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 55309 
763-263-7800 

 
Office Hours 

 
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 2:15 

Or by appointment 

 

Left is a poster of a previous Spud Fest when it 

was held at the High School. 

At right, Nick Paine & Jason Lankki with Big Lake 

Ambassadors on the Spud Fest float greeted trick

-or-treaters at the Chamber’s Halloween Photo 

Scavenger Hunt in 2020. 

mailto:biglakespudfest@gmail.com


Arvig Media is a full-service marketing agency offering a wide variety of services includ-

ing web design , SEO, social media marketing, and so much more!  Account Executive Eric 
Hanson works with many of the area businesses on their websites, online marketing and social me-
dia.   "My most highly held professional goal is helping businesses surpass their goals, and knowing I had 
some part of them getting there.  At Arvig Media we create stunning, custom websites for your business. A 
great website on its own, however, is like a beautiful home built out in the woods, with no roads leading to 
it.  At Arvig we build the roads and then the street signs and billboards on those roads that lead to 
your custom built website."  Eric can be reached at 320-493-4364 or emailed here! 

Ember Coffee Company is a locally-owned coffee shop serving hand-crafted espresso 

drinks, brewed coffee, local pastries and decadent hand-scooped ice cream. Started by 
Matthew and Elisa Berry, their vision is to create a “living room” for Big Lake—a place to 
connect with friends, have a casual business meeting, and create a culture that cultivates creativity and 
good works. Aside from serving the best coffee in town, Ember will offer a special room for parents with 
small children to meet for playdates. There will also be a co-working space for working professionals and 
conference room available for reservation.  Ember Coffee plans to open their doors in spring. Check out 
their website or email them! 

 

Edina Realty Heitz Group has evolved into Edina Reality 
Heitz Gardner Group!  They have helped over 1,000 

families in the Big Lake and Metro Areas find their 
dream home.  They believe buying and selling real 

estate is not a do-it-yourself endeavor--you need home pricing 
experts, skilled negotiators, and networking powerhouses on 
your side.  With 35+ years of experience with their extensive 
training – their clients always win! Their team includes Shirlee 
Heitz, Angie Gardner, Jennifer Baysinger and Stacey Stan-
ley!   Email them or call 763-262-0123. 

 
Did you know?  You can list your Job Openings on the Chamber 
website at no cost?   Promote your products or services to oth-
er members without a fee on our Deals page & Logo links. For 
just $150/year, you can promote your logo, name and website 
on the front page of our website. This is limited to 1 business 
per industry. 

MEET YOUR  

NEW MEMBERS! 

 

mailto:eric.hanson@arvigmedia.com
https://embercoffee.co/
https://embercoffee.co/
mailto:hello@embercoffee.co
mailto:angiegardner@edinarealty.com
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/member-deals


   
 

 

COMMUNITY FAIR  

SPONSORSHIPS 

 

 



Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

COMMUNITY FAIR  

SCHOLARSHIPS &  

BOOTH REGISTRATION 

      
 

 

  

FAIR PROCEEDS: VOLUNTEERISM SCHOLARSHIPS 

    Cosponsored by Big Lake Community Education, all proceeds from the 2022 

Community Fair will go to Big Lake High School Volunteerism Scholarships.  Last year’s Fair was able to 

donate 1 $500 scholarship and the Chamber board matched it!  Eligible seniors who volunteer an aver-

age of 2 hours/month throughout their middle and high school are encouraged to apply.  Students must 

complete the BLHS Scholarship Application, describe in the short statement  his/her volunteer service 

and what they learned from it and attach one letter of recommendation from the group they volun-

teered at. Students at BLHS and those who are home-schooled or attend private school with the Big Lake 

School District are encouraged to apply.  Applications are available at the Big Lake High School Counse-

lors’ Office and are due March 4th.  Scholarships will be announced at graduation and funds provided to 

the higher education agency once an acceptance letter has been submitted.  

     Early bird registrations for booths at our April 23rd Community Fair will receive a $25 savings if sub-

mitted by March 31st. Exhibitors can register online here!  

Big Lake Women of Today has volunteered to help with 

registrations. 

    Entertainment provided by BLHS Chamber Choir, Jazz 

Band, Treble Choir, Evolution Tae Kwon Do and Starz 

Dance is being planned for every 10-20 minutes   Carica-

tures will be available along with face painting by the Big 

Lake Ambassadors! 

    Farmers Market will be held  in the high school parking 

lot. 

     Community Fair Planning Committee members include 

Allen Berg, Heidi Dehmer and Tim Truebenbach of Big 

Lake Schools/Community Education, Corrie Scott of City of 

Big Lake,  Nick Ellingson of Insurance Specialists Team and 

Cory Laugen of State Farm.  Additional members are 

needed. 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/big-lake-2022-community-fair-501501?sourceTypeId=Hub


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

MEMBER AD 

 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3


 

 

. 

 

MEMBER ADS 

 

 

 

ENJOY A CLEAN 

HOME THIS  

WINTER! 

 

763-568-5558 

TRI WELLNESS at WORK WEBINARS 

     A Statewide Health Improvement Partnership 
collaboration between Stearns, Benton, and Sher-
burne Counties is offering local businesses a no-cost work-
place wellness opportunity where businesses can learn 
about starting and maintaining an effective and sustainable 
wellness program.  

This is a great opportunity for employers who are thinking 
about starting a wellness program, need help in specific 
areas, or want to network with other area employers 
around workplace wellness.  

Anyone can participate but registration is required for this 
no-cost opportunity. For more information, For more infor-
mation contact Kristy at Kristy.Heying@co.sherburne.mn. 
us.  You can register here.  All webinars are 9-10 am. 

March 17:   Healthy Eating and Breastfeeding Support 

April 12:  Physical Activity 

May 19:   Health Equity 

June 14:  Tobacco Use and Exposure Reduction 

July 14:    Sustainability and Evaluation 

Big Lake Spud Fest (continued from page 1) 

Show will be 2 days. We’ll have a Push-Pedal-

Pull. While we can’t bring back the spud wres-

tling due to liability issues, we are looking at 

other things. And we will have the fireworks 

Friday evening and parade Saturday morning. 

“We’re revamping our website,” continued 

Danielowski, “to make it more user-friendly.  

This event is truly community-based.  We truly 

appreciate everyone’s involvement.  Consider 

being a sponsor, putting a float together and 

volunteer with your staff, family and neigh-

bors!” 

     Spud Fest Founder Bob McDowall’s daugh-

ter Denise McDowall has been volunteering 

these last several years, carrying on the family 

legacy. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q97FNFM


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

YOUR VOICE in GOV’T 

 

   MN Chamber’s Session Priorities  

J. Brian Calva of Beaudry Oil & Propane,  Big Lake 
Chamber Executive Director Gloria Vande Brake, 
Rep. Paul Novotny and Nicole Novotny of Guard-
ian Angels attended the MN Chamber’s Session 
Priorities on Jan. 31st.  Senator Mary Kiffmeyer attended virtually. House and 
Senate Leaders and Gov. Walz responded to questions about their priorities for 

the session. Photos were taken by Calva. 

Big Lake Chamber Board supports the replenishment of the Unemployment Insurance  
Trust Fund deficit of $2.73 billion from the state surplus of $7.7 billion or unspent federal relief funds.   If 
not restored to solvency by March 15, employers will see UI payroll taxes skyrocket with double digit in-
creases. MN Senate has a bill going through their Committee.   

Other MN Chamber Legislative Priorities. With historic and recurring budget surpluses and the 

state budget set at 12% growth, policymakers need to take a serious look at Minnesota’s tax and spend-
ing patterns.  

Minnesota is flush with cash, including:  

• $7.7 billion budget surplus 

• $1.15 billion in unspent federal funds 

• $2.66 billion in budget reserves  

Lower tax burdens to make Minnesota more competitive. 
• Lower uncompetitive tax rates to encourage economic growth 

• Adopt tax incentives to encourage innovation, investment and 
productivity 

• Adopt remaining federal conformity for hard-hit industries  

Enact workforce strategies to ensure a talented pipeline for the future, including: 
• Workforce payroll tax refunded for customized training 

• “Productivity incentive” 

• Support for the Page Constitutional Amendment  

Enact no new mandates or regulatory burdens on employers. 
• Allow businesses to recover from COVID-19 without imposing further rules, regulations and restrictions 

• Give employers autonomy to make appropriate, responsive decisions for their workplace and changing economic con-
ditions 

• Require timeliness, accountability and predictability in environmental review and permitting process 

• Prevent increases on health care and energy costs  

 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/turkish-lira-holds-firm-after-wild-ride-world-bank-cuts-growth-view-2022-01-12/
https://finance-commerce.com/2022/01/outbreaks-bottlenecks-expected-to-slow-growth/
https://www.tlnt.com/when-mental-health-struggles-disguise-themselves-as-work-struggles/
https://www.tlnt.com/your-next-employee-survey-needs-to-ask-this-question/
https://hrexecutive.com/how-to-develop-a-winning-strategy-in-the-war-for-talent/
https://www.shrm.org/ResourcesAndTools/hr-topics/organizational-and-employee-development/Pages/The-Future-of-Work.aspx


EDUCATION/YOUTH 

 

 

 Check out our events at here! Social distancing measures will be in place at 
programs. Please stay home when sick.  

 

Storytime-Tuesdays or Fridays: Children, with a favorite adult, enjoy books, 
songs, rhymes, and movement activities while building language and early 
literacy skills through reading, singing, talking, and playing.  For ages 2-6. Lim-
it 20. Registration required. Sponsored by the Friends of the Big Lake Library. 

Feb  11, 15, 18, 22 & 25, Mar 1 & 4   10:30 to 11:00 a.m.   

Tiny Tot Tuesdays: Parents/caregivers explore and play with their little ones. 
Activities that help to build early literacy and school readiness will be set up 
around the Community Room down the hall from the library.  Supplies are 
provided. Limit 10. Registration required.  

Tuesday, Jan. 25 and Feb. 22   10:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

Library Lovers Scavenger Hunt:  Find all the hidden hearts.  Once all the 
hearts are found, enter for a chance to win a new book! For ages 3-12. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Big Lake Library. 

Monday, Feb 7 to Saturday, Feb 26            During library open hours 

Tiny Art Show: Art kits include a 3x3 canvas, 3 paint colors and 1 brush.  Re-
turn the completed piece to the Big Lake Library by April 1 for display in the 
Tiny Art Show starting April 15. For all ages. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Big Lake Library. 

Tuesday, March 1    During library hours. 

   

  Big Lake Cheerleading Coaches Derek & Kaylene Nelson were interviewed Tuesday,  

Feb. 8th by Fox 9 Good Day TV prior to their cheerleaders competing this weekend at Walt Disney World 

in Florida. Guardian Garments, one of our members, is owned by the Nelsons. 

Big Lake Community Education is looking for financial sponsors to help pay  for 

licensing, costumes and sets for its upcoming musical, “Shrek The Musical”, perform-

ing April 29-May 1st.  Sponsors will be recognized in the playbill.  For more infor-

mation email Allen here! 

Winter Weekend Tournaments at Big Lake Schools include : 

Boys Youth Basketball Tournament: Feb 26-27 

Note:  date subject to change! 
 Hours: Mon 1-6p; Tues 10a-5p; Wed 1-7p; Thur 1-5p; Fri 10a-5p; Sat 10a-1p. 

Join the Friends of Big Lake Library.  Friends are seeking new mem-

bers of any age who want to support the library.  They meet the first Mon-
day of each month at the library at 5:30 pm.      

https://griver.org/events/6/all/all/0/calendar
mailto:Allen%20Berg%20%3ca.berg@biglakeschools.org%3e


 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

 

 

Lupulin Brewing Company celebrates GAME NIGHT  

Tuesdays  /  6-9PM.  Join them every Tuesday night for Game 
Night! This event is open to all ages, bring your family, friends, neigh-
bors, whoever, and play some board games! Even better? Your first 
pour is on them if you come to play! The event space will be set up 
with some board games to play, and customers can bring your own 
games as well. Free Pub Trivia on Wednesdays at 7 pm is scheduled 
through the rest of the year: answer questions about movies, music, 
history, tv, geography, superheroes, and more to win some fabulous 
prizes!  

• 1st Place will win a LBC $50 Gift Card 

• 2nd Place will win a LBC $25 Gift Card 

Everyone who plays will receive a $1 off each of their beers for the 
evening! 

VOICE IN GOV’T-TIDBITS & RESOURCES (continued) 

DEED’s Career Force offers these online resources 
for health care training and employment: 
Find health care employment in Minnesota now 

Learn about free Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) training for Minnesotans  

Reuters reports that Turkey’s inflation hit 36% last month  Read about 

it here! 

TLNT Article on When Mental Health Struggles Disguise Themselves 
as Work Struggles give ideas on working with staff who are struggling.  
Read about it here! 

https://lupulinbrewing.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bee622aafc8ec22419fd0f93b&id=549eb5fc68&e=4dc9994170
https://lupulinbrewing.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bee622aafc8ec22419fd0f93b&id=549eb5fc68&e=4dc9994170
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjcuNTI0NDA4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYXJlZXJmb3JjZW1uLmNvbS9maW5kaW5nLWhlYWx0aC1jYXJlLWVtcGxveW1lbnQtbm93In0.D6tIY92dDFN_YYCoz0ms
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjcuNTI0NDA4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm9oZS5zdGF0ZS5tbi51cy9DTkFUcmFpbmluZy8ifQ.ZhyKjQhH60UP68pgTj6hiYE6iT3avQOgM29TBzCNn14/s/1176384
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/turkish-lira-holds-firm-after-wild-ride-world-bank-cuts-growth-view-2022-01-12/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/turkish-lira-holds-firm-after-wild-ride-world-bank-cuts-growth-view-2022-01-12/
https://www.tlnt.com/when-mental-health-struggles-disguise-themselves-as-work-struggles/
https://www.mncee.org/free-smart-thermostats


 

NETWORK OPPORTUNITIES 

 

          

Newsletter Tidbits Due 
Want to include something in the Chamber 

Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 page ad or a few 

sentences to include in next month’s news-

letter by  Wednesday, Feb, 24th.  Full page 

ads can be added for only $25 per month.  

Are you a new member? Ask the Chamber 

how to redeem your free full page ad! 

 February’s Business After Hours 

     February’s Business after Hours is scheduled for 5 pm on Thursday, February 17th at Lupulin Brewing.  

To provide adequate seating, please register here!   

      Attend our Meetings to Win Prizes! 

    At every Business after Hours and Membership Meeting, 2 names are drawn from our Network Box 

containing all of our members. Last month members who missed the opportunity to win the prizes in-

clude Gazelle Painting, Howmet, Monticello Times and Williams Dingmann Family Funeral Home. Mem-

bers who are present while their name is called win prizes valued at over $400 which include:   

$10 gift certificate      $10 Gift Certificate  

Massage and First Chiro Check FREE Drink 

Monticello Printing Certificate         2 Color Ads, notepad & can koozie 

 February 22nd Membership Meeting 
     Our February Membership Meeting will be held Tuesday, Feb. 22nd at Saron Lutheran 

Church.  Several non-profit members including Big Lake Spud Fest, Citizens for Big Lake Freedom Rock, 

Elevier’s Women Center, Guardian Angels, Saron Lutheran and The Wave Youth Center will share their 

stories and goals for 2022.  God’s Grub will provide a buffet of favorite hotdishes.   Please regis-

ter here by Wed, Feb. 17th.  

PREPAID MEMBERSHIP MEALS 

    Get a free membership meal when you prepay for the entire 

year!  Hate the hassle of signing up for a membership meeting? 

Just $105 covers all the membership meetings in 2022!  And if 

we have an evening membership meeting, no extra cost to you! 

    All prepaid members are registered automatically every 

month. Email Gloria at info@biglakechamber.com if you would 

like an invoice! 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/february-2022-business-after-hours-570730?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/february-membership-meeting-570690?sourceTypeId=Hub


FEBRUARY 2022 

CALENDAR 

Mark Your Calendar! 

 

Thursday, March 17th at 5 pm:  Business after Hours. 

Tuesday, March 29th at 11:30 am: Membership Meeting with City of Big Lake Mayor & Dept. Heads 

Saturday, April 23, 2022: Community Fair at Big Lake High School cosponsored with 

Saturday, August 20, 2022:  Block Party at 

 

Thursday, Sept. 15, 2022:  Golf Scramble at  

 

  Sunday         Monday         Tuesday       Wednesday        Thursday           Friday        Saturday 

  1 2 3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

OFFICE CLOSED 

8 

 

Board Meeting 
12:30 McPete’s 

and virtually 

9 

 

10 

 

Ambassadors 

Meeting noon 

Trails 

11 12 

 

13 14 15 

 

16 

 

17 

Business After 

Hours 5 pm at 

Lupulin’s.  Regis-

ter here 

18 

 

19 

20 21  Office Closed 

 

22 

Membership 

Meeting 11:30 

Saron Lutheran 

and virtually.  
Register here! 

23 

Office Closed/

Working Remotely 

24 

Office Closed/

Working Remotely 

25 26 

27 28 

Office Closed/

Working Remotely 

     

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/february-2022-business-after-hours-570730?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/february-membership-meeting-570690?sourceTypeId=Hub

