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NEWSLETTER 

GLORIA’S GEMS  
     Did you know that the county seat was originally in Big Lake 
until it was moved to Elk River in 1865, 9 years after the Territo-
rial Legislature set the current Sherburne County boundaries? Imag-
ine what would Big Lake look like if the county seat hadn’t been 
moved 150+ years ago... 

MEMBER OF THE MONTH:  Sherburne County 
     “Big Lake is a growing community that offers a great location to 
live, work, and play,” Assistant Sherburne County Administrator Dan 
Weber offered.  “The population growth is driving the need for addi-
tional business and development growth.  It has a great central loca-
tion between the Twin Cities and St. Cloud while offering many 
parks and natural resources for residents to enjoy. We are proud to 
be a partner with the Big Lake Community.” 

     Named after Moses Sherburne, an Associate Justice of the Su-
preme Court of the Minnesota Territory, Sherburne County celebrat-
ed 166 years late last month. 

     Sherburne County spans 431 square miles and has a population 
of more than 97,000, according to 2020 Census data.  They offer 
economic development assistance/grants for businesses to start up, 
expand or relocate; grant programs to assist businesses and non-
profits with COVID-related challenges; renewal/issuance of driver’s 
licenses; assistance to veterans in obtaining benefits; public safety/
law enforcement in all unincorporated areas and cities of Zimmer-
man and Clear Lake; prosecution of individuals who break the law; 
road and infrastructure maintenance and improvements; and main-
taining, growing and improving a network of parks and trails, along 
with other services. 
     “We recently opened a child-care center in the Government Cen-
ter in Elk River,” noted Weber, “so parents who have business in our 
building can drop off their child with YMCA staff,  (Continued on page 2) 

 

Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community 

through information, communica-

tion, cooperation and support  

for all.” 

Board of Directors 
 

Chair: Monica Parrish  

Meraki Property Management &  
Consulting   952-392-8805 

 

Vice Chair: Tim Truebenbach 

Big Lake Schools   763-262-5218 

 

Secretary: Brenda Geldert  
Options, Inc.  763-263-3684  

 

Treasurer: Hanna Klimmek  

City of Big Lake  763-251-2979 

 

Yvonne Blum, Minnco Credit Union 
763--552-7309  

 

Oscar Cooper, El Teca Barber Shop 

763-207-8822 

 
Becky Jacobs, Northstar Technology 

Solutions   763-262-0729 

 

Cory Laugen, State Farm 

763-263-0513 

 
Allen Snegosky, Sherburne State Bank 

763-271-4919 

 

Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake 

 

info@biglakechamber.com 
160 Lake Street N 

P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 55309 
763-263-7800 

 
Office Hours 

 
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 2:15 

Or by appointment 

 

Left is Sherburne County Administrator 

Bruce Messelt and Assistant Administrator 

Dan Weber sharing information on the 

County’s Entrepreneur Lab for businesses 

at last year’s Membership Meeting. 



First Class Mortgage is more than just a company name. It’s the way they do 

business. Whether you are buying a home or refinancing your existing mortgage, 
their dedicated team takes the time to understand your financial situation. They realize that each borrow-
er has a different set of financial circumstances requiring a unique customized mortgage. From first con-
tact to closing, everything they do is First Class. Locally-owned and operated out of Maple Grove, their 
five-star Google reviews and appreciative testimonials are no accident. With over 100 years of combined 
experience, their team is dedicated to satisfying their customers with a quick and easy loan process, con-
stant communication and friendly interest rates. Their  mortgage loan programs include: Conventional, VA 
Financing, FHA Loans, Jumbo Loans, First Time Homebuyer Loans, USDA Rural Housing Loans and Doctor 
Loans.  For more information, contact Mortgage Consultant Nicole Fiksdal  at 612-712-0642 or email here. 

Knight Barry Title Group issues title insurance and provide title related ser-

vices to consumers, lenders, lawyers, developers, builders, and real estate pro-
fessionals.  They protect sensitive documents and information from real estate 
closings and disburse closing funds safely, securely and soundly. They enjoy sup-

porting local communities!  They began 168 years ago in WI and now operate in 5 states.  They have re-
cently established an office in Becker. Read more about them on their website here. Contact Bailey at 320-
253-8860 or email her here! 

 

 

Member of the Month: Sherburne County (continued from page 1) 

who will make sure their child is safe and has constructive activities to do while their parents are busy. 
And it’s FREE!”      

      Sherburne County employs 733 full-time employees and 22 part-time employees plus on-call and tem-
porary or seasonal employees. 

     The County’s 2022 budget is slightly more than $113.6 million. Of this, 48% is funded through the prop-
erty tax levy. The remainder is covered through state and federal grants and fees for services. $2.8 million 

covers capital improvement debt. 

     County Administrator Bruce Messelt concluded, “The Big Lake Chamber has always offered numerous 

engagement and volunteer opportunities, and it has given us a chance to get involved with the communi-

ty in so many ways. We’ve always admired the innovative programs that the Chamber develops. If there is 

something that needs to be done to support the community, the Big Lake Chamber is there to assist.” 

MEET YOUR  

NEW MEMBERS! 

 

mailto:nicole@firstclasscorp.com
http://www.knightbarry.com
mailto:bbussman@knightbarry.com


   
 

 

CHAMBER  

PARKS CHALLENGE 

 

 

       CHAMBER PARKS CHALLENGE IN APRIL 

 
     The Big Lake Chamber of Commerce & Industry, the Elk River Area  

Chamber of Commerce and the Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce  

invite their citizens to participate in the April Parks Challenge. Citizens are encouraged to walk in 

any or all of the parks of the City of Big Lake or those listed on the Sherburne County Area United 

Way (SCAUW) webpage here from April 1-22. They should take a picture of them-

selves, their pets, their kids, their neighbor kids, a sign or unique feature of the park 

and upload the photo with the hashtag #biglakeparkschallenge2022 here along with 

the name of the park. 

 

     Each photo will be entered into a weekly drawing for prizes! Winners can receive 

a free season pass to City of Big Lake Lakeside Park worth $72 along with other priz-

es.  The more parks residents visit and submit photos, the more times they will be 

entered to win the Grand Prize, which includes another season pass to Lakeside 

Park, 3 hours of cleaning from Debbie’s Cleaning Service and a weekend of camping 

at Princeton plus more!  

     The weekly prizes will be drawn on 

April 8th, 15th, and 22nd. The  

Grand Prize will be drawn on April 

26th.  The person that posts the  

picture will be the one entered into 

the drawing and not the people  

that are tagged, but they can always 

post their own photo. 

     The community with the most en-

tries submit will receive the traveling 

trophy, sponsored by Majestic Crea-

tions.   Big Lake won the trophy in 

2021.   

https://sherburneunitedway.org/chamber-parks-challenge/
https://www.facebook.com/sherburneunitedway


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

MEMBER AD 

 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

COMMUNITY FAIR  

BOOTHS & SPONSORSHIPS 

 

      
 

 

  

COMMUNITY FAIR PROVIDES GREAT EXPOSURE! 

     Cosponsored by Big Lake Community Education, Big Lake Community Fair on 
Saturday, April 23rd from 10-1 pm at Big Lake High School will give great exposure to businesses, em-
ployers and community groups. 

     Entertainment  will be provided by BLHS Chamber Choir, Jazz Band, Treble Choir, Evolution Tae Kwon 
Do and Starz Dance.   Caricatures by artist Bill Morgan will be available along with face painting by the 
Big Lake Ambassadors!  Big Lake Robotics will demonstrate their robot.  Attendees can participate in bas-
ketball challenge at our Gold Sponsor State Farm’s booth.  The Farmers Market will be held  in the high 
school parking lot.  At least 6 bikes and scooter/skateboard combos will be given away. 

     Sponsors, prizes for the basketball challenge and door prizes are still needed.  Gold Sponsors include 
Custom Door Sales, Insurance Specialists Team, Liberty Bank and State Farm.  Silver sponsors are Big 
Lake Spud Fest, FedEx Ground, Minnco Credit Union, Minnesota Limited, Park Dental and  Wruck Sewer 
& Portable Rentals.  Bike sponsors include our gold sponsors, Big Lake Spud Fest and Driscoll Accounting.  
Four more bikes can still be given away if we get more sponsors! 

     All proceeds from the 2022 Community Fair will go to Big Lake High School Volunteerism Scholarships.  
Last year’s Fair was able to donate 1 $500 scholarship and the Chamber board matched it 

     Early bird registrations for booths will receive a $25 savings if submitted by March 31st. Exhibitors can 
register online here!  Big 
Lake Women of Today 
has volunteered to help 
with registrations. 

     Community Fair Plan-
ning Committee mem-
bers include Allen Berg, 
Heidi Dehmer and Tim 
Truebenbach of Big Lake 
Schools/Community Edu-
cation, Corrie Scott of 
City of Big Lake and Cory 
Laugen of State Farm.  
Additional members are 
needed. 

 

 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/big-lake-2022-community-fair-501501?sourceTypeId=Hub


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

MEMBER AD 

 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3


 

 

. 

 

MEMBER ADS 

 

 

 

ENJOY A CLEAN 

HOME THIS  

SPRING! 

 

763-568-5558 

TRI WELLNESS at WORK WEBINARS 

     A Statewide Health Improvement Partnership 
collaboration between Stearns, Benton, and Sher-
burne Counties is offering local businesses a no-cost work-
place wellness opportunity where businesses can learn 
about starting and maintaining an effective and sustainable 
wellness program.  

This is a great opportunity for employers who are thinking 
about starting a wellness program, need help in specific 
areas, or want to network with other area employers 
around workplace wellness.  

Anyone can participate but registration is required for this 
no-cost opportunity. For more information, For more infor-
mation contact Kristy at Kristy.Heying@co.sherburne.mn. 
us.  You can register here.  All webinars are 9-10 am. 

March 17:   Healthy Eating and Breastfeeding Support 

April 12:  Physical Activity 

May 19:   Health Equity 

June 14:  Tobacco Use and Exposure Reduction 

July 14:    Sustainability and Evaluation 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q97FNFM


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

YOUR VOICE in GOV’T 

 

Senator Mary Kiffmeyer announced last month that she will retire from the State 

Senate at the end of the year and has endorsed fellow Senator Andrew Mathews’ (R- Mi-
laca) candidacy for the newly drawn Senate District 27, serving City of Big Lake and Big Lake Township 
residents.  Kiffmeyer was elected to the Senate in 2012 after serving in the State House from 2009-2011. 
She previously served as Secretary of the State from 1999-2006. During her time as Secretary of State, 
Minnesota had the highest voter turnout in the nation.  We thank her for her work on business issues 
and commitment to help non-profits and residents in the area. 

New District: Sherburne County released the maps below that move the City of Big Lake and Big Lake 

Township residents into a newly-formed Senate District 27 and House District 27A with Becker and Clear 
Lake and northwest townships rather than Elk River.  Current representative in 27A is Shane Mekeland. 

Sherburne County is offering a grant through March 31st to non-profits  and other communi-

ty organizations who help provide County residents with housing services, food, childcare pro-
grams, employment opportunities and access to social and mental health services to help miti-
gate the impact of the COVID-19 public health crisis.   Read about it here! 

 

Central Mississippi Re-
gional Planning Part-
nership is offering Place-

making Microgrants on na-
ture, culture or the arts up 
to $3500. Learn more and 
access the application 
here. 

 

 

Chamber Day at the 
Capitol  will now be held 

in-person at the Capitol on 
Wednesday, April 20th.  
Cost is $35.    Register here! 

 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3
https://www.co.sherburne.mn.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=336
https://regionalplanningpartnership.org/framework2030/land-use-strategies-actions-and-progress/placemaking-microgrants/
https://member.mnchamber.com/events/2022-Chamber-Day-at-the-Capitol-A-mid-session-review-1093359/details
https://www.kaaltv.com/minnesota-news/sen-klobuchar-introduces-bipartisan-bill-to-ease-shipping-backlogs/6385950/?cat=10151
https://www.wdio.com/news/duluth-superior-port-infrastructure-funding/6385971/?cat=10335
https://apnews.com/article/business-long-beach-inflation-prices-consumer-prices-d412bcce554693de469765b34351773d
https://finance-commerce.com/2022/02/january-wholesale-inflation-surged-9-7-from-a-year-ago/
https://hrexecutive.com/how-to-develop-a-winning-strategy-in-the-war-for-talent/
https://www.shrm.org/ResourcesAndTools/hr-topics/organizational-and-employee-development/Pages/The-Future-of-Work.aspx


EDUCATION/YOUTH 

 

 

 

 

Check out our events at here!  

CHILDREN’S EVENT 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt: Look over, around, under and through 

the library to find the items on the scavenger hunt sheet.  Keep your eyes 
peeled for the bear hidden somewhere in the library! For ages 2-6.  

Tuesday, March 1 to Saturday, March 26       During library open hours. 

 TEEN EVENT 

Agamograph 
Learn how to make a “moving” artwork, also known as a Lenticular. This pro-
gram will be available in person or as a take & make. Social distancing 
measures will be in place at programs. Please stay home when sick. For ages 
tweens and teens. Limit 10. Reg; required. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Big Lake Library.  

Wednesday, March 30            4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

ADULT EVENT 

Weaving Class 
Joy of Exploration: SAORI Weaving with COMPAS Teaching Artist Chiaki 
O’Brien - SAORI Weaving provides the opportunity of freedom. Freedom to 
choose colors and textures while creating, to explore and much more! Chiaki 
will provide SAORI looms for participants to work on and she will facilitate 
and encourage students as they develop skills and enjoy SAORI Weaving 
process. The aim of the workshop is for participants to create one-of-a-kind 
piece of woven art! For ages teen and adults. Limit 9. Registration required. 
A Legacy event.

  Big Lake Schools STEM Night         

      The public is invited to  learn more about STEM projects and programs at Liber-
ty Elementary, Independence Elementary STEM, Middle School and High School 

Thursday,  March 31st from 5-7:30 pm at t the Middle School. 

 Big Lake Community Education is looking for financial sponsors to help pay  for 

licensing, costumes and sets for its upcoming musical, “Shrek The Musical”, performing 
April 29-May 1st.  Sponsors will be recognized in the playbill.  For more information 
email Allen here! 

 Hours: Mon 1-6p; Tues 10a-5p; Wed 1-7p; Thur 1-5p; Fri 10a-5p; Sat 10a-1p. 

Join the Friends of Big Lake Library.  Friends are seeking new mem-

bers of any age who want to support the library.  They meet the first Mon-
day of each month at the library at 5:30 pm.      

Summer Weekend Tournaments at Big 
Lake Schools include : 

 Fastpitch Ice Breaker Tournament: May 20-22 

Youth Baseball Tournament: June 3-5 

Youth Baseball Tournament: June 10-12 

Youth Baseball Tournament: June 17-19 

 

 Note:  date subject to change! 

https://griver.org/events/6/all/all/0/calendar
mailto:Allen%20Berg%20%3ca.berg@biglakeschools.org%3e


 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

 

 Options now has a monthly e-newletter!  They promote good things they are doing as 

well as legislation that is critical to their program. They also provide key information to help support their 

critical workforce shortage.  Here is last month’s newsletter.   Sign up to receive the e-newsletter here! 

Sherburne History Center is issuing a call for artists for its 2022 Sherburne Area Vis-

ual Arts Showcase (SAVAS). The show is scheduled for Monday, June 13, through Satur-
day, June 18, 2022  at the Sherburne History Center in Becker.  Fine art and photography by adult artists 
from the local area (sorry, not quilts or crafts) will be featured.. There is no cost to participate, just a $25 
refundable deposit. Three awards with cash prizes are issued each year, and artists are welcome to sell 
their work if they comply with Minnesota tax rules.  The show is open to the public during the History 
Center’s regular business hours, as well as during their Tuesday evening Ice Cream Social.  For more infor-
mation, or to register as a SAVAS 2022 artist, call Mike at 763-275-2210 or email him here!   

City of Big Lake’s Music in the Park concert series is returning for a full season in 2022 to cel-

ebrate its 10-year anniversary! This free concert series is held on select Thursday evenings during 
the months of June- August and features a wide variety of live music and local food trucks. The 

concerts are held at Big Lake’s scenic Lakeside Park located right off of Highway 10 and has drawn over 
70,000 people from the surrounding areas including St. Cloud and the Twin Cities.  

     The Big Lake Farmers Market supports local farmers, crafters, and musicians and offers a variety of 

exciting programs that rely on sponsorships including the Power of Produce and Frequent Shopper pro-
grams, kids’ activities, Music at the Market, Senior Day coupons, and our card reader.  The Power of Pro-
duce incentive program provides kids ages 3 to 12 with $2 tokens that can be spent on fresh fruits and 
vegetables  at the market. In 2021 over 445 unique children participated and we reimbursed local farmers 
over $2,700 in sales of their Minnesota grown produce. Each week, Music at the Market features live mu-
sicians. The Big Lake Farmers Market is proud to offer monetary compensation for each musicians’ time 
and dedication to their passion. The market also invested in a card reader so that customers can use their 
debit-credit and SNAP-EBT cards to purchase goods from vendors who cannot afford this technology.  

      

     Both of these programs are funded through grants and sponsorships.  Email Corrie Scott here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/parkstreetpublic/options-feb2022-newsletter
https://biglake.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7001dcf8be504532ba7294d1e218eb64
mailto:mbrubaker@sherburnehistorycenter.org
mailto:Corrie%20Scott%20%3cCScott@Biglakemn.org%3e
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/member-deals
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/member-deals
https://hrexecutive.com/how-to-develop-a-winning-strategy-in-the-war-for-talent/
https://www.mncee.org/free-smart-thermostats


 

NETWORK OPPORTUNITIES 

 

          

Newsletter Tidbits Due 
Want to include something in the Chamber 

Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 page ad or a few 

sentences to include in next month’s news-

letter by  Wednesday, Mar. 27th.  Full page 

ads can be added for only $25 per month.  

Are you a new member? Ask the Chamber 

how to redeem your free full page ad! 

 March’s Business After Hours 

     March’s Business after Hours is scheduled for 5 pm on Thursday, March 21st at The Buff.  To provide 

adequate seating, please register here!   

      Attend our Meetings to Win Prizes! 

    At every Business after Hours and Membership Meeting, 2 names are drawn from our Network Box 

containing all of our members. Last month members who missed the opportunity to win the prizes in-

clude Gazelle Painting, Howmet, Monticello Times and Williams Dingmann Family Funeral Home. Mem-

bers who are present while their name is called win prizes valued at over $400 which include:   

$10 gift certificate      $10 Gift Certificate  

Massage and First Chiro Check FREE Drink 

Monticello Printing Certificate         2 Color Ads, notepad & can koozie 

 March 26nd Membership Meeting 
     Our March Membership Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 29th at 11:30 am. Big Lake Police De-

partment Community Room.  City of Big Lake Mayor Paul Knier, Administrator Clay Wilfahrt, Communi-

ty Development Director Hanna Klimmek will share updates, including the city’s revolving loan fund.  

Lunch is $15. Members can also attend virtually.   Please register here by Wed, March 23rd.  

PREPAID MEMBERSHIP MEALS 

    Get a free membership meal when you prepay for the entire 

year!  Hate the hassle of signing up for a membership meeting? 

Just $105 covers all the membership meetings in 2022!  And if 

we have an evening membership meeting, no extra cost to you! 

    All prepaid members are registered automatically every 

month. Email Gloria at info@biglakechamber.com if you would 

like an invoice! 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/march-business-after-hours-619447?sourceTypeId=Website
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/march-membership-meeting-619451?sourceTypeId=Website


MARCH 2022 

CALENDAR 

Mark Your Calendar! 

 

Thursday, April 21st at 5 pm:  Business after Hours. 

Saturday, April 23rd from 10-1: Community Fair at Big Lake High School. Cosponsor 

Tuesday, April 26th at 11:30 am: Membership Meeting at Lupulin Brewing with Sherburne County. 

 

Saturday, August 20th from 10-2 pm:  Block Party at 

 

Thursday, Sept. 15, 2022:  Golf Scramble at  

  Sunday         Monday         Tuesday       Wednesday        Thursday           Friday        Saturday 

  1 2 3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

Board Meeting 
12:30 Northstar 

Technology and 

virtually 

9 

 

10 

 

 

11 12 

 

13 14 15 

 

16 

 

17 

Business After 

Hours 5 pm at 

The Buff. Register 

here 

18 

 

19 

20 21   

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 26 

27 28 

 

29 

Membership 

Meeting 11:30 

BLPD Community 

Room and virtual-
ly.  Register here! 

30 31 

Community Fair 

Early Bird Booth 
deadline.  Regis-

ter here 

  

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/march-business-after-hours-619447?sourceTypeId=Website
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/march-membership-meeting-619451?sourceTypeId=Website
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/big-lake-2022-community-fair-501501?sourceTypeId=Hub

