
         

SEPT-OCT 2022 

NEWSLETTER 

GLORIA’S GEMS:  
     I enjoy reading about the history of Big Lake businesses.  
Learning that one of our businesses has provided nearly 110 
years of service to our community is truly admirable.  And they contin-
ue to volunteer and be an active part of our community! 

MEMBER OF THE MONTH:  OLD NATIONAL BANK 
     Old National Bank opened its first branch in Indiana in 
1834, 88 years ago.  It merged with Klein Bank 3 years ago.  
Previous bank names were Preferred Bank, Citizens State 
Bank and First National Bank opening in Big Lake in 1913-14 or nearly 
110 years ago, according to Big Lake History Facebook.  Old National 
recently merged with First Midwest Bank in the Chicago suburbs, now 
totaling over 250 locations and making it a top 35 bank in the country.  
There are 35 locations in MN. 
     Big Lake Bank Center Manager Donna Clarksean has been in banking  
30 years, including working in a community bank and a national bank 
before coming to Big Lake.  With five employees here, the bank offers 
personal and business financial services.  Market President Jake Lind-
quist is located at the Buffalo office but frequently comes to Big Lake to 
meet with customers. 
     Old National Bank is paying their staff to volunteer across MN  to 
volunteer at non-profits later this month. 
     Donna has served 6 years on  the Chamber Board and currently vol-
unteers with our Ambassadors Committee.  She has served as treasur-
er for Big Lake Spud Fest for the past 8 years.   “I really encourage busi-
nesses to join the Chamber, attend meetings and get involved, 
“exclaimed Donna.  “It’s a great way to get connected in the communi-
ty and grow your business!  Businesses working together get things 
done!” 
     Old National Bank has been a sponsor of many of the Chamber 

events, including the Community Fair and Block Party.  
Last week they continued their dinner sponsorship of 
the Golf Scramble.  
Photo at left is Deana & Donna at the Golf 
Scramble.  At right is Jake Lindquist with his 
1st place golf team of Barry Cleasby, Tom 
Lindquist and Dr. Scott Schulz. 

 

 

Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community 

through information, communica-

tion, cooperation and support  

for all.” 

Board of Directors 
 

Chair: Monica Parrish  

Meraki Property Management &  
Consulting   952-392-8805 

 

Vice Chair: Tim Truebenbach 

Big Lake Schools   763-262-5218 

 

Secretary: Brenda Geldert  
Options, Inc.  763-263-3684  

 

Treasurer: Hanna Klimmek  

City of Big Lake  763-251-2979 

 

Yvonne Blum, Minnco Credit Union 
763--552-7309  

 

Oscar Cooper, El Teca Barber Shop 

763-207-8822 

 
Becky Jacobs, Northstar Technology 

Solutions   763-262-0729 

 

Cory Laugen, State Farm 

763-263-0513 

 
Allen Snegosky, Sherburne State Bank 

763-271-4919 

 

Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake 

 

info@biglakechamber.com 
160 Lake Street N 

P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 
55309 

763-263-7800 
 

Office Hours 

 

Monday - Thursday 8 am - 2:15 

Or by appointment 



 

 

 

MEET YOUR  

NEW MEMBERS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americas Best Value Inn features amenities such as a guest laundry facility, 

meeting facility, and business center. Guests are invited to wake up and enjoy their 
free coffee in the lobby and maintain their physical activity with an on-site fitness 
center. Whether you're traveling for business or pleasure, guests stay connected 
with free Wi-Fi available throughout the property. Each of their guest rooms fea-
ture the ambiance of home luxuries such as free Wi-Fi, microwave, mini-fridge, 
coffeemaker, hairdryer, 32 inch or bigger flat panel cable TV, and alarm clock radio. Owner Saghir Abid 
and his staff are excited to meet you and show you their facility for your guests and business consultants 
or contractors.  Check out their website here or call 763-262-7666 or email Saghir here!  

Ona Rawson Realty Coldwell Banker: Ona Rawson is a real estate agent new to 

Big Lake after relocating from the Lake Minnetonka area. For the past three years, Ona 
has been helping her clients buy and sell homes anywhere from Mankato to the Twin 
Cities. Ona is also a military veteran who is well versed in VA-related real estate trans-
actions. In her free time, you can find Ona spending time with her family, running with 
her dog Dixie, or camping!  Email her or call her at 952–232-9553. 

 

The General Store provides a vast array of unique and fun items for everyone.  Their 12 

vendors offer a combination of home 
goods, clothing, purses, shoes, tumblers, 

art, local honey, homemade jam, Gluten-Free good-
ies, and dog biscuits.  They are open on Tuesday and 
Thursday from 6pm to 8pm and on Saturday and Sun-
day from 9am - 5pm.  Check out their website here or 
find them on Facebook at GeneralStoreBL.  Kristen 
Thomas, the owner of the shop, is a recent MN trans-
plant who has faced at least one MN winter and de-
cided to stay.  Her two children, two dogs, two sheep, 
two goats, eleven cats, and hundreds of chickens live 
on the farm with her in Becker.  Bringing vendors to-
gether to offer an amazing shopping experience has 
been a goal of hers for many years and she is excited 
to watch The General Store grow and become a part 
of the Big Lake community. 

 

 

http://www.redlion.com/americas-best-value-inn/mn/big-lake/americas-best-value-inn-big-lake
mailto:americasbestbiglakemn@hotmail.com
mailto:ona.rawson@cbrealty.com
http://www.generalstorebiglake.com/


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

YOUR VOICE in GOV’T 

 

 County & State Political Candidates Forum   

     Candidates for the 4 Sherburne County Commissioner Districts, Sherburne 
County Auditor/Treasurer, State Rep 27A  and Senate District 27 will present 
their views and priorities at a Political Candidates Forum Monday, Oct 10th 
starting at 5:30 pm at the Big Lake High School Auditorium.  The graphic at 
right details the schedule. This event is cosponsored by Becker Area and Elk 
River Area Chambers of Commerce.  

     The photo at right was taken by Board Member Oscar Cooper of El Teca Barber Shop 
at the Local Political Candidates Forum last Monday, Sept 26th.  Big Lake City Council 

candidates are at left Jack Merwin, Kim Noding and Ken 
Halverson.  Photo at left is Big Lake School Board candi-
dates with Ashley Schabilion on the left, Lenette Brown 
and Tonya Reasoner.  Photo below right is from left Big 
Lake Township Supervisor candidates Dean Brenteson, 
Erica Rosa and Carey Adler and Or-
rock Township Supervisor Seat B 

Candidates Bob Hassett and Anne Felber with Moderator Gloria 
Vande Brake of the Chamber.   These last two photos were taken by 
Chamber Board Chair Monica Parrish of Meraki Property Manage-
ment & Consulting.  The video of the Local Political Candidates Fo-
rum will be on the Chamber website shortly. 

KSTP reported yesterday, Sept 29th that the State 
plans to report next week the number of front line work-

ers receiving bonus pay.  Previously, it was reported this information 
would be finalized in Sept. 

Last week US Attorney Andrew Lugar charged 

49 persons connected with an organization called Feeding Our Fu-

ture for stealing $250 million in COVID funds designed to feed hun-

gry children but spent on cars, jewelry, homes and property for per-

sonal use. Lugar called this making “MN the worst pandemic fraud in 

US”.  The funds were granted by the MN Dept. of Education. 

 

 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3
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MEMBER AD 
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Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

2022 MEMBER  

OF THE YEAR 

 

      
 WHO WILL BE OUR 2022 MEMBER OF THE YEAR? 

     Chamber members can nominate another member whom they believe should receive 

the Big Lake Chamber’s 2022 Member of the Year award at our Holiday Social on Thurs-

day, Dec. 1st at Style Catering’s remodeled new location! Nominations are Thursday, October 27th.  

Check out the form below.  

     Sponsorships will be available for the Member of the Year Award and the Holiday Social.  Volunteers 

are needed on the Holiday Social Planning Committee.  For more information, email Gloria at in-

fo@biglakechamber.com or call 763-263-7800. 

     Plan to join us on Dec. 1st at 5:30 pm to congratulate our Fourth Annual Winner! 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3
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SUCCESSFUL GOLF  

SCRAMBLE 

 

      
 

  GOLF WINNERS! 
     Chamber’s Golf Scramble Dinner Sponsor Old National Bank won First Place 

in the Sept 15th Scramble with the lowest score.  Williams Dingman Family Fu-

neral Home Golfers won Second Place.   

      Becky Jacobs playing for Minnco Credit Union  won closest to pin for women 

while Scott Swanson with the Beaudry Oil Team won closest to pin in the men’s 

category.  DATASuccess’s Katie Kalsow  won the longest drive for women. Cabot Lodge Securities-Paul 

Knier’s team had 2 individual winners:  Josh Bowers for the longest drive and Kevin Smith for the longest 

putt. 

     Master Sponsors included Cabot Lodge Securities-Paul Knier, Edward Jones, Minnco Credit Union, 

Monticello Country Club, Otis Minnesota Services (formerly Minnesota Limited), Sherburne State Bank 

and State Farm. 

       The Big Lake School Golfers were selected to drive the Party Cart and get extra prizes, 

sponsored by EDG & Associates.   

     Next year’s Golf Scramble will be Thursday, Sept 14th.  Save the date! 

     Committee members included Chair Dr. Scott Schulz of Great River Spine & Sport, Paul 

Knier of Cabot Lodge Securities, Tim Suchy of Edward Jones, Julie Evans of Insurance Specialists Team, 

Yvonne Olderbak of Minnco Credit Union and Cory Laugen of State Farm. 

     Volunteers for the day in addition to Committee members were Lori 

Andreen of Big Eagle Lake Improvement Association, Naomi Jacobson of 

Riverwood Bank, Jessica Bartel of Sherburne County and Sarah Laugen 

of State Farm. 

     Photos of two new teams this year included the Monticello Country 

Club-Shore View Estates Team and the Minnco Olderbak Team. 

 

  

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3


 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE 

DECORATING 

 

 

 

 

       CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING 
     Chamber members can again help “light up” Browns Park 

on Hwy 10 & Lake Street by decorating Christmas Trees in late 

November. For just $80 you can reserve your tree and make 

this park truly festive! See details on the flyer at right. 

     After many years of helping get the trees and spending 

hours in the cold putting them in the tree stands, our 2021 

Member of the Year Tim Suchy of Edward Jones pictured be-

low left at his tree last year wants someone else to take over.  

Please contact Gloria at the office if you’re willing to help get 

the trees around Thanksgiving, check out the tree stands from 

last year, place the trees in Browns Park and have them ready 

to decorate by Monday afternoon, Nov. 28th.   

     Photo in the lower left is the Big Lake Ambassadors  helping 

our sponsors decorate their trees last year! 

      



 

 

. 

 

MEMBER ADS 

 

 

 

ENJOY A CLEAN 

HOME THIS  

SUMMER! 

 

763-568-5558 



EDUCATION/YOUTH 

 

 

 

 

Check out our events at here!  

CHILDREN EVENTS 
Haunted Scavenger Hunt.  Search the library for the hidden Halloween images. 
Once all images are found, return the completed sheet to the library desk and reg-
ister for the prize drawing! For ages 5 to 12. Sponsored by the Friends of the Big 
Lake Library. 

Saturday, Oct. 1 to Saturday, Oct. 22 During library open hours 

      FAMILY EVENT 
Rock Balancing with Peter Juhl: a growing art form that uses ordinary rocks 
in nature to create startling sculptures. Reg.required. For ages 9 to adult. A Legacy 
event. 

Saturday, October 15   10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Gnome Class.  Use the supplies provided for this in-person class to 
create a gnome with a Thanksgiving theme. All supplies provided. For teens, adults, 
and seniors. Limit 12. Registration required. Sponsored by the Friends of the Big 
Lake Library. 

Wednesday, October 26    4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

            ADULT EVENTS 
Tech Tuesdays for Seniors:  Want to read an eBook on a tablet or take a practice 
driving test? Stop in and learn how to use the Digital Library or other online, library 
resources. Staff will have three 20-minute sessions available. Call the Big Lake Li-
brary at 763-263-6445 to register for a time slot. For ages 55 and up. 

‘Tuesdays, October 4, Nov 1 & Dec 6            11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

The Assassination of President John F. Kennedy: An In Depth Analysis. This course 
will examine the discrepancies between the Warren Commission and the United 
States House of Representatives. The participants will develop a rounded perspec-
tive regarding many of the controversies.  For adults and seniors. Please register. 

Wednesday, Oct. 12 & Thursday, Oct. 13  1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

 

CHAMBER MEMBERS AT BLHS CAREER FAIR 

     Several Chamber members participated in the 5th annual Big Lake High School Youth Apprenticeship 
and Career Fair last Thursday, Sept. 22nd: Beaudry Oil, Big Lake Police Department, CentraCare, Edina 
Realty Heitz Gardner, Minnco Credit Union, Old National Bank, Options, and Sherburne County Sheriff 

Department.  Youth stopping at the Chamber table were asked trivia 
questions to name a Chamber member where they could work or 
invest money or buy snacks! 

Hours: Mon 1-6p; Tues 10a-5p; Wed 1-7p; Thur 1-5p; Fri 10a-5p; Sat 10a-1p. 

Join the Friends of Big Lake Library.  Friends are seeking new mem-

bers of any age who want to support the library.  They meet the first Monday 
of each month at the library at 5:30 pm.      

 

https://events.griver.org/evanced/lib/eventcalendar.asp


 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

 

 

The Wave Youth Center is sponsoring Deuces Wild Du-

eling Pianos as their fundraiser Nov 10th from 7-9 pm at Lupu-

lin Brewing.  Tickets are $55 each and you can purchase them 

here!  

Saron Lutheran Church is sponsoring their  Trunk or Treat event 

Saturday, October 29th from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Friends of Sherburne Wildlife Refuge is hosting their Fall Wildlife 

Festival at the Oak Savanna Learning Center Saturday, October 1, 10 am - 2 

pm!  The festival is a free, family-oriented event for people of all ages and 

abilities. Along the packed granite trails you can enjoy wildlife booths with hands-on activities.  Learn 

more here!  You can also email sherburne@fws.gov or call 763-389-3323 x 104 on other programs. 

Lupulin Brewing Company is opening early for the Vikings game this Sunday, October 2 for the 

ultimate Sunday Funday right here in Big Lake! Doors open at 8AM, game starts at 8:30AM. The 

Bloody Beer Bar is back, as well as a BrAdam infusion. The Flaming Bowl will be here, but not until after 

the game, so feel free to bring in your favorite breakfast items in your trusty crock pot and let's have a 

party!  

Sovran is offering FREE IT Equipment and E-Waste recycling during October.  

Read more about it here! 

Big Lake American Legion Auxiliary is sponsoring a Soup-n-Sip fundraiser Oct 22nd 

starting at 4:30 pm at Lupulin. Persons wanting to compete can pick up registration forms at Lu-

pulin’s Taproom and Big Lake City Hall. 

Did you know?  You can list your Job Openings on the Chamber website at no cost?   Five members cur-
rently have their jobs listed.  Check it out here!  For just $150/year, you can promote your logo, name and 
website on the front page of our website. This is limited to 1 business per industry. 

Ribbon-cutting at 3 Sons Hardware earlier this month included at left: 
Sue Emberland of Monticello Times, Jessica Bartel of Sherburne County, County Commis-
sioner Raeanne Danielowski of JC's U Lock Storage, Mayor Paul Knier of Cabot Lodge Se-
curities, Lori & Dave Ables of 3 Sons Hardware, Oscar Cooper of El Teca BarberShop, 
Tamara Volkert of Minnco Credit Union, Dan Weber of Sherburne County and Gloria 
Vande Brake of the Chamber. Photo taken by Jeff Hage of Monticello Times.  

 

https://www.givemn.org/donate/Thewaveyc?fbclid=IwAR07EjiSUjXKgQsWMDn_3vs68VQfnttFU28OW7aZaB1sEJR7Glml5fE1dXY
https://www.givemn.org/donate/Thewaveyc?fbclid=IwAR07EjiSUjXKgQsWMDn_3vs68VQfnttFU28OW7aZaB1sEJR7Glml5fE1dXY
https://www.fws.gov/event/wildlife-festival
https://lupulinbrewing.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bee622aafc8ec22419fd0f93b&id=3bc0f2df0e&e=4dc9994170
https://www.sovran.com/blog/it-equipment-e-waste-recycling/?utm_source=Sovran+Opportunity+List&utm_campaign=45c175590b-sept_news_opp_1_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8bcf3788f0-45c175590b-572429197
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/jobs


NETWORK OPPORTUNITIES 

 

          

Newsletter Tidbits Due 
Want to include something in the 

Chamber Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 

page ad or a few sentences to include 

in next month’s newsletter by  the 25th.  

Full page ads can be added for only $25 

per month.  

Are you a new member? Ask the Cham-

ber how to redeem your free full page 

ad! 

 October’s Business After Hours 

      October’s Business after Hours is scheduled for 5 pm on Tuesday, October 11th at Style Ca-
tering.  Please register here! Photo to the right is 15 members who attended our 
September Business after Hours: (seated at table with their backs to the camera) 
Mindy Michels & Kris Seefeld of Minnco Credit Union, Sherburne County Commis-
sioner Raeanne Danielowski of JC’s U Lock Storage, (standing) Chris Meyer & Casey 
Hanson of PATRIOT News, Pam & Craig Erickson (back facing camera) of Pillar to Post Home Inspections, 
Mayor Paul Knier of Cabot Lodge Securities, Donna Clarksean of Old National Bank, (seated at table) Lin-
nai and Scott Driscoll of Driscoll Accounting, Wendy Borst of Monticello Times, (standing) Tim Suchy of 
Edward Jones and Saghir Abid of Americas Best Value Inn. Board member Becky Jacobs of Northstar 
Technology Solutions took the photo. 

     Attend our Meetings to Win Prizes! 
    At every Business after Hours and Membership Meeting, 2 names are drawn from our Network Box 
containing all of our members. Two of our newest members, Stacey Stanley of Edina Realty Heitz Gard-
ner Group and Tami Rangel from Travelers Country Club on the Mississippi each won over $400 in prizes 
earlier this year.  Members who are present while their name is called win prizes valued at over $400 
which include:   

 $10 Gift Certificate  Massage and First Chiro Check  

FREE Drink    Monticello Printing Certificate  

    2 Color Ads, notepad  

October 24th Membership Meeting 
     Our October Membership Meeting will be held Tuesday, October 24th 
at 11:30 am. Sherburne County Administrator Bruce Messelt and Assis-
tant County Administrator Dan Weber will share updates on Sherburne 
County.  Location is pending.  Registration and lunch is at 11:30.  Intro-
ductions and Committee Reports begin at noon. Lunch is $15.  Please 
register here by Thursday, Oct 20th. Photo below left is Big Lake High 

School REAL Staff Wade Olson and Community 
Education Director Stephanie Hillman who pre-
sented at our September Membership Meeting. 

      

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/october-business-after-hours-768458?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/october-membership-meeting-768551?sourceTypeId=Hub


OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 

2022 

Mark Your Calendar! 

 

Monday, Nov. 28th Christmas Tree Decorating 

Tuesday, Nov 29th ANNUAL Membership Meeting from 11:30-1 pm at  

Thursday, Dec. 1st at 5:30 pm HOLIDAY SOCIAL at  

  Sunday         Monday         Tuesday       Wednesday        Thursday           Friday        Saturday 

      October 1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

Community Fair 

Meeting 1 pm 
City Large Con-

ference Room 

5 

 

6 7 8 

 

9 10 

County & 

State Political 

Candidates 

Forum 5:30 pm 

BLHS. 

11 

Board Meeting 

12:30 McPete’s 
and virtually 

 

Business After 

Hours 5 pm Style 

Catering. Register 

here! 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

16 17 

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 24 

 

25 

Membership Mtg 

11:30-1  Register 
here! 

26 27 

2022 Member of 

the Year Nomi-
nations  

Due! 

28 

 

29 

30 31 November 1 2 3 

Ambassadors 

Noon 

4 5 

6 7 8 

Board  

Meeting 12:30 

McPete’s and vir-

tually 

9 10 

Business after 

Hours 5 pm 

11 12 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/october-business-after-hours-768458?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/october-business-after-hours-768458?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/october-membership-meeting-768551?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/october-membership-meeting-768551?sourceTypeId=Hub

