
         

MARCH-APRIL 2023 

NEWSLETTER 

GLORIA’S GEMS:  
     One of the more popular booths at our Community Fairs is 
Liberty Bank.  Thanks to their postcard mailing to citizens in Big 
Lake and Big Lake Township, people were waiting in line to get a free 
large tote bag.  After 300  tote bags were given away, 300 Liberty wa-
ter bottles were also given away.  We truly appreciate all the work and 
effort of our sponsors and exhibitors! 

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH:  
     Liberty Bank Minnesota is the oldest 
name in banking in St. Cloud, beginning in 1933. It is also the oldest 
name in banking in Monticello at 32+ years. CEO  Mark Bragelman not-
ed, “while our physical location in Big Lake has only been opened for 1-
1/2 years, we have been serving Big Lake residents for decades out of 
our Monticello and St. Cloud locations.” 
     “Starting in the 1930’s,” Bragelman continued, “the company was 
conceived as a means to finance chicken broiler barns for individuals 
who supplied chickens to our sister-subsidiary Jack Frost, which subse-
quently became Gold n’ Plump Chicken. The companies became sepa-
rate decades ago. People deposit money in checking and savings and 
those funds have always been used to provide Consumer Credit. Liber-
ty has been one of the largest providers of mortgage credit for many 
decades. Over the last 20 years, for example, we provided over $5 bil-
lion in home loans, all of them in the central part of the state.” 
     Big Lake Branch Manager Parker Friedman grew up with 10 siblings 
in Becker and graduated with an associate degree from 
St. Cloud State University. He has worked at Liberty Bank 
for 4.5 years.  Big Lake has 4 full-time and 1 part-time 
staff.  He and President Robin Gohman enjoyed giving 
away items to area citizens at the Community Fair in the 
photo above right provided by Carol Hanson of PATRIOT News. 
     Liberty Bank sponsors the band, Rockin Hollywoods at the first week 

of City of Big Lake’s Music in the Park scheduled for 
June 1st.  Bragelman is in the blue shirt “strumming” 
along  with the band last year in the photo taken by 
Corrie Scott of the City.   (continues on page 2) 

      
      

 

Mission Statement 

“Committed to the success of the  

Big Lake business community 

through information, communica-

tion, cooperation and support  

for all.” 

Board of Directors 
 

        Chair: Tim Truebenbach 

Big Lake Schools   763-262-5218  
 

Vice Chair:   Brenda Geldert  

Options, Inc.  763-263-3684  
 

      Secretary:  Becky Jacobs  

Northstar Technology  Solutions  

763-262-0729 

 
Treasurer:   Scott Driscoll 

Driscoll Accounting 

763-221-2803  

 

Ryan Benjamin, Edina Realty 

763-339-7119  
 

Oscar Cooper, El Teca Barber Shop 

763-207-8822 

 

Marissa McKee, Sherburne State Bank 
763-271-7182  

 

Yvonne OIderbak, Minnco Credit Union 

763--552-7309  

 

Stacey Stanley, Real Broker, LLC 
763-443-1943 

 

Executive Director: Gloria Vande Brake 

info@biglakechamber.com 
160 Lake Street N 

P.O. Box 241, Big Lake, MN 55309 

763-263-7800 

 
Office Hours 

 

Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 2:30 

pm 

Or by appointment 

 



 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Real Broker LLC-Stacey Stanley knows that buying and/or selling a home is more than just 

the closing….it's a journey!  Stacey is a long time resident of Big Lake, living and raising her 
family here since 1996. She has been a part of the Real Estate industry in both Mortgage and 

Sales for over 20 years and recently obtained her Minnesota Real Estate Broker’s License. 

     Over the years, she has been an active volunteer and recently became a new Chamber Board member 
and volunteering on several Chamber committees. 

     Stacey’s experience includes Residential New Construction Sales as well as repre-
senting both Buyers and Sellers in Residential Real Estate transactions in and around the 
north metro areas. From Cabins up north, to acreage and city homes she has shown over 1,000 proper-
ties in her career. She prides herself on her ability to connect with her clients…many of which become 
longtime friends. In addition, she feels that having excellent listening skills, a dedication to providing an 
exceptional customer experience, being transparent and providing full communication are all imperative 
essentials for a smooth transaction.  She promises to  work hard to be the Key to your next Real Estate 
transaction!  You can call her at 763-443-1943 or email her here!  Check out her website here. 

 

T&J Construction is a full service licensed general con-

tractor serving the Twin Cities Metro. We are based out of 
Rogers, with many members of our team living close to the Big Lake 
area. We are one of the few local contractors that specializes in both 
storm damage restoration and water mitigation. T&J has been in op-
eration since 2017 and is co-owned by lifelong friends Nathan France 
and Levi Anderson. When choosing to work with us, you get an entire 
crew of dedicated, like-minded professionals (mostly family, ALL 
friends), that take a team approach to deliver a 5-STAR experience. 

 

 

Member of the Month: (continued from page 1) 

      Bragelman advises, “Big Lake has an exciting future because of its geography and its positive nature. 
People here work hard, share positive values and have pride in their community.  The Big Lake Chamber 
represents a focal point for the variety of municipal, for-profit, and non-profit entities. It represents its 
own unique communication platform. Get involved. Don’t be passive. If you see a need, try to fill it. Use 
your own experiences, skills and resources to make things the best they can be.” 

 

 

mailto:1sellwithstacey@gmail.com
http://www.realadvisers.net/


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

MEMBER AD 

 

 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

BLOCK PARTY 

 

      
 BLOCK PARTY SPONSORS, VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

     Big Lake Block Party is scheduled for Saturday, August 19th from 10-1:30 pm at  

McPete’s Sports Bar and Lanes.  This is a great family event!  For a reasonable fee, chil-

dren and adults can enjoy mini-golf, bowling and many games with prizes by our sponsors.  Bikes will be 

given away to youth who attend the event. 

     The Block Party Planning Committee is meeting Wednesday, April 19th at noon at McPete’s to begin 

planning for this event and more volunteers are needed for the Committee and at the event. 

     Sponsors are also needed as this is one of the Chamber’s largest fundraiser.  Liberty 

Bank has already committed to being a Gold Sponsor.  More information on sponsor-

ship will be available in the next few weeks!   
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Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

YOUR VOICE in GOV’T 

 

 

Minnesota Chamber reports businesses and employers can expect higher costs with proposed 

bills at the legislature: 
• $1 billion annual payroll tax on employers to pay for the 24-week paid leave mandate. 

• Increased costs and time to comply with up to 80 hours of fully paid sick and safe time paid leave.  

• New proposed top capital gains rate of 13.85% would put Minnesota at the highest rate in the country. 

• Motor vehicle tab increase from the governor by increasing the first year to 160% of the manufacturer’s sug-
gested retail price. 

• Ten new health insurance mandate proposals in addition to the roughly 60 that are already in state statute. 
This list is already the second-longest in the country. 

• Utility customers would see increased costs to pay for proposals such as EV infrastructure and rebates for 
electric cars, boats and planes and Electric school buses. 

Chamber Mid-Session Day at the Capitol is Thursday, April 13th .  Join J.Brian Calva from Beaudry 

Oil, Becky Jacobs from Northstar Technology Solutions and Chamber Executive Director Gloria Vande 
Brake as we share our concerns on bills proposed in the State House and Senate.  Email Gloria here for 
more information. 

MPR News reports that the MN Legislative Salary Panel has approved legislators receiving 7.25%  high-

er wages starting this summer, its first increase since 2021.   Read about it here! 

Governor Walz’s revised budget released a couple weeks ago is 25% MORE than the current two—

year budget.  Read Duluth News Tribune’s article here! 

Options Inc’s March Newsletter encourages supporters to contact legislators to 

approve Senate File 1015, known as the Best Life Alliance bill, which was heard in committee 
a couple weeks ago. Additional investments are needed in the Disability Waiver Rate System (DWRS). 
The bill addresses the shortage of staff in disability services and proposes adjustments to the state-set 
reimbursement rates that determine staff wages, which currently are disproportionately similar to those 
of our local fast-food wages.  This bill will help restore community employment for persons with disabili-
ties with staff oversight.  

American Experiment reports that Shark Tank’s Kevin O’Leary, aka Mr. Wonderful, and his team have 

partnered with North Dakota to invest $45 million into early-stage companies.   He says he isn’t investing 
in MN or neighboring Moorhead because of MN’s business policies.  Read more about it here! 

City of Big Lake is hosting 10 weeks of Music in the Park on Thursdays evenings from 7-8:30 pm 

at Lakeside Park with free parking. Check out the bands here! 

 

http://biz.mnchamber.com/c/4/?T=MTM0MjAyODI%3AMDItYjE5MTc3LTg2YWNmZmYzYjYyYjQ3ZDRiYWUxMjRkZDg0ZTM5N2My%3AaW5mb0BiaWdsYWtlY2hhbWJlci5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0zMWIzM2JiZTUyZGRlODExODE1YWUwMDcxYjZhZDExMS1lOGY0OTFiNzdmOTM0OTA3OGUzYzY1YjJjYTU1ZDcwZg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3
mailto:info@biglakechamber.com
mailto:info@biglakechamber.com
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2023/03/10/minnesota-lawmakers-to-get-a-725-percent-salary-bump?utm_campaign=Minnesota%20Monthly%20Newsletter%20-%20Daily&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=249733131&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--mn56Z_YaYm9OOlxhBtwre7wh-QqoV2VEOTjBRYcyOHlz7XrP0GASNCC
https://www.duluthnewstribune.com/news/minnesota/walz-calls-for-1-2-billion-more-spending-in-revised-budget
https://www.americanexperiment.org/shark-tanks-mr-wonderful-on-what-north-dakota-gets-right-and-minnesota-gets-wrong/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Trans+refuge++for+minors+passes+MN+House&utm_campaign=Friday+Newsletter+3%2F24
https://www.biglakemn.org/580/Music-in-the-Park
https://www.tlnt.com/your-employees-goals-are-missing-a-huge-engagement-opportunity/
https://hrexecutive.com/4-employee-engagement-survey-questions-you-need-to-be-asking/?oly_enc_id=1350A2986323A8V


Ambassadors Meeting 
Join us on Wednesday, April 10h at 11:30 at Friendly Buffalo! 

GOLF SCRAMBLE/ 

COMMUNITY FAIR 

 

      
 

SAVE THE DATE: 5th ANNUAL GOLF SCRAMBLE on Sept. 14 
     Dr. Scott Schulz, Chair of the Chamber’s Golf Scramble Planning Committee requests “every member 

consider being a part of our 5th Annual Golf Scramble Sept 14th at Monticello Country Club.  They can 

golf, sponsor a hole, donate live auction items or volunteer for the day!”  More information will be com-

ing out soon.     

MARCH’S COMMUNITY FAIR HAD RECORD ATTENDANCE! 
    The  2023 Big Lake Community Fair’s attendance of 1274 people was a 37% increase over last year and 

a record attendance since 2017 when 1234 area citizens attended. 

     The Fair also had 53 exhibitors, a 26% increase over last year. Photo at right is 

the Big Lake Schools booth with cosponsor Community Education Director Stepha-

nie Hillman on left and Youth Development Coordinator Heidi Dehmer in blue. 

     Area citizens and families were able to watch entertainers while 

they enjoyed free food from Coborn’s in the cafeteria. BLHS Jazz Band, Folklorico Rosa 

Quetzal, Evolution Tae Kwon Do and Starz Dance shared their skills.  

     A dozen exhibitors shared job opportunities with attendees. 10 bikes and scooter/skateboard combos 

were given away to excited children!  Farmers Market also had 24 vendors in the atrium and hallways. 

     Big Lake High School Robotics students demonstrated their latest robot.  Big Lake Lions provided 40 

vision screenings to babies and children. Community Education provided a fun Bingo 

game. Big Lake Ambassadors offered face or wrist painting. People waited 

in line to get a caricatures by artist Bill Morgan, who was sponsored by Real 

Broker LLC-Stacey Stanley. Citizens received massages from Great River 

Spine & Sport and HealthSource Chiropractic of Elk River. 

          Gold and Bike Sponsors of the Fair include Big Lake Spud Fest, Insurance Specialists Team, Kwik Trip 

and Liberty Bank.  Silver Sponsors include Casey’s, Custom Doors, Edina Realty—Ryan Benjamin, FedEx 

Ground, HealthSource Chiropractic of Elk River,  Minnco Credit Union, Realty Group-Brad & Carla Swan-

son, T & J Construction and Wruck Sewer & Portable Rentals.  Additional Bike Sponsors include DATASuc-

cess, Driscoll Accounting, Edina Realty-Ryan Benjamin, Premier Pontoon and T & J Construction. 
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MEMBER ADS 
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EDUCATION/YOUTH 

 

 

 

 

Check out our events at here!  

CHILDREN EVENTS 
Let’s Build A Kite   4/18/2023           10:30 - noon 
What’s that in the sky?! Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No! It is a kite you built! Join 
Great River Children’s Museum staff for a fun day of crafty engineering while you 
test out materials and build a kite you can fly! We encourage adults to join their 
child(ren) in all Great River Children’s Museum programming to strengthen bonds 
and encourage the joy of play together. For ages 4 and up. Reg. required. Limit 15. 
   

TEENS & ADULT EVENTS 
Uncovering and Saving History  4/4/2023   5:30 pm 
Travel with Minnesota historian Doug Ohman as he chronicles lost relics and histo-
ry. With the use of simple tools (a metal detector and camera), Doug has re-
spectfully recovered and photographed artifacts that help us reconnect to our 
past. He will share his experiences, photos, stories and actual relics that will bring 
local history to life. This program was made possible with Arts & Cultural Heritage 
Funds from Minnesota's Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment. Reg. Req. 

 

Tech Tuesday for Seniors   4/4/2023        11-noon 
Want to read an eBook on a tablet or take a practice driving test? Stop in and learn 
how to use the digital library or other online library resources. Staff will have three 
20-minute sessions available. Call the library to register for your timeslot. For ages 
55 and up.  

       BIG LAKE GRADUATION RATES INCREASED IN 2021! 

The Minnesota Department of Education has released the class of 2021’s graduation rate data. 
The statewide graduation rate fell to 83.3%, which is a 0.5% decrease compared to the four-year gradua-
tion rate of 2020. At Big Lake Schools, the 2021 graduation rate increased to 95.3% from 90.3% in 2020.  

     “Our district has made tremendous progress supporting and improving education services for all stu-
dents,” says Superintendent Tim Truebenbach. “The hard work and dedication of our staff and students 
throughout the pandemic shows with the exceptional improvements in our graduation data.”  

     Congratulations Big Lake Schools! 

 

Hours: Mon 1-6p; Tues 10a-5p; Wed 1-7p; Thur 1-5p; Fri 10a-5p; Sat 10a-1p. 

Join the Friends of Big Lake Library.  Friends are seeking new mem-

bers of any age who want to support the library.  They meet the first Monday 
of each month at the library at 5:30 pm.      

Learn more about The Wave’s 
building project or donate here!  
The graphic below was in their 
March newsletter.  Businesses 

can share their story at Trade Tuesdays! 

https://events.griver.org/evanced/lib/eventcalendar.asp
https://thewaveyc.org/
https://thewaveyc.org/


 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

 

 

Several Chamber Members have been nominated in Minnesota’s Best Winners Magazine :  Ace Solid 

Waste (under Services and then Waste Disposal/Recycling), Edina Realty, Great River Library Service 
(under Services and Public Libraries), Jeddeloh Snyder Stommes  (under Defense Lawyer, Family Law and 
Law Firm), Minnco Credit Union (under Services and then Credit Unions and Real Estate and then Home 
Mortgage), RE/MAX Results, RE/MAX Results-Liz Fagen (under Real Estate and then Residential RE agent), 
Riverwood Bank (under Real Estate and then Home Mortgage, Services and then Ag Banking and Services 
and then Banks), and The Wave Youth Center (under Services and Non-Profits).  You can vote daily for 
your favorite in a variety of categories through April 5th.  Winners will be featured in the magazine insert-
ed in the Sunday, Aug 13th Star Tribune.  Vote here! 

Wright Tech Construction Trades  is accepting the highest offer on their student-built 

house.   Call 763-682-4112 for more information. 

Big Lake Ambassadors’ fundraiser with silent auction and pancake breakfast is April 

15th from 9-1 pm at Pizza Ranch Monticello.  

Carefree Country Club invites local businesses, non-profits and governmental units to join 

their 4th of July parade on July 1st with lineup at 11:30 and parade starting time at noon.  The 
Sherburne County Sheriff's Department horse patrol heads up the parade. The Big Lake American Legion 
and Auxiliary march.  The route is about 3/4 mile long and the spectators and kids are excited to see eve-
rything! Some of the entrants drive their cars or decorated golf carts; others walk the route holding signs 
or a banner. They may throw candy or prizes.  Everyone is met with great enthusiasm at Carefree. To reg-
ister call Activity Director Ruthie Neuman at 715-441-4883. 

Sovran is hosting a seminar on “Experience the Future of Networking with Cisco Meraki 

& Sovran” at their office in Eagan on April 27 from 11:30-1 pm.  For more information and to 
register, check it out here! 

Sherburne County Economic Development is offer-

ing a seminar for startup and small businesses on available 
resources May 10 from 10-1 pm in the Maple Room of the 

Sherburne County Government Center in Elk River. Presenters in-
clude an attorney, banker and other finance options. Email Jessica 

here to register or for more information . 

City of Big Lake is seeking sponsors for its Summer 

Farmers Market.  Email Corrie here for more information.   

Stay informed on Xcel Energy ‘s shutdown on 
its nuclear plant in Monticello to fix its tritium leak here!   

https://www.votemnbest.com/?fbclid=IwAR1UvUqOQ5cWPEBlLQ2bHpDwZ4oGSPggweI0lgQuPYwtW1Sz5RlWn6aF4t4
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/experience-the-future-of-networking-with-cisco-meraki-sovran-tickets-571078891337?utm_source=Sovran+Opportunity+List&utm_campaign=ae5b54dbbd-march-opp-network-cisco-seminar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8bcf3788f0-ae5b54d
mailto:Jessica%20Barthel%20%3cJessica.Barthel@co.sherburne.mn.us%3e
mailto:Corrie%20Scott%20%3cCScott@Biglakemn.org%3e
https://mn.my.xcelenergy.com/s/about/newsroom


NETWORK OPPORTUNITIES 

 

          

Newsletter Tidbits Due 
Want to include something in the 

Chamber Newsletter? Send us a 1/4 

page ad or a few sentences to include 

in the next bimonthly’s newsletter by  

May 5th.  Full page ads can be added 

for only $25 per month.  

Are you a new member? Ask the Cham-

ber how to redeem your free full page 

ad! 

April’s Business After Hours 

      April’s Business after Hours is scheduled for 5 pm on Thursday, Apr. 13th at a location to be deter-
mined.   Please register here by 3 pm on the 9th to save enough room!   Members who attend can win 
prizes from the Network Box.      

Attend our Meetings to Win Prizes! 
    At every Business after Hours and Membership Meeting, 2 names are drawn from our Network Box 
containing all of our members. At our February membership meeting, Primo Pizza Owner David  won 
the prizes at the February membership meeting.  All who are present while their name is called will win 
prizes valued at over $400 which include:   

 $10 Gift Certificate  Massage and First Chiro Check  

FREE Drink               Color Ads, notepad  

    

Lunch Cooler and more    $30 Gift Card    

  

More prizes are welcome!     

April 25th Membership Meeting 
     Our April Membership Meeting will be held Tuesday, April 25th at Lu-
pulin Brewing at 11:30 am. Attorney Lukas Belflower from Smith, Paul-
son, O'Donnell & Erickson will speak on noncompete agreements.  
Please register here by 3 pm Thursday, April 20th.  

     Photo below includes some of the City of Big Lake staff who spoke at 
a packed room at our March 28th Membership Meeting.  At left is City 
Engineer Layne Otteson, Recreation and Communications Coordinator 

Corrie Scott, Planner Lucinda 
Spanier and Big Lake Police 
Department Chief John Kacz-
marek. 

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/april-business-after-hours-873528?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/april-membership-meeting-873238?sourceTypeId=Website


JANUARY-MARCH 2023 

CALENDAR 

Mark Your Calendar! 

August 19 from 10-1:30 Block Party     Sept 14 starting at 10 am Golf Scramble 

  Sunday         Monday         Tuesday       Wednesday        Thursday           Friday        Saturday 

   March 1 2 3 

 

4 

5 6 7 8 9  Community Fair 

Mtg 11:30 

Business after 

Hours 5 pm 

McPete’s 

10 11 

12 13 14 Board Mtg 12:30  

Willy’s and virtually 

15 16 17 18 Community 

Fair. 10-1 BLHS 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 Membership 

Mtg 11:30 BLPD 

29 Golf Scramble 

Mtg noon Trail’s 

30 31 APRIL 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11  Board Meeting 

12:30 TBD & virtu-

ally 

12 13  Chamber Day 

at Capitol 

Business after 

Hours 5 pm. Regis-

ter here! 

14 15 

16 17 18 19  Block Party 

Mtg noon 

McPete’s 

20 21 22  Freedom 

Rockin Benefit. 

Buy tickets here! 

23 24 25 Membership 

Meeting 11:30.  

Register here  

26 27 28 29 

30 May 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 Board  

Meeting 12:30 Wil-

ly’s and virtually 

10 Sherburne Co 

Econ. Dev. Re-

sources.  10-1 

11  Ambassadors 

noon Willy’s  

Business after 

Hours 5 pm  

12 13 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23  24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 Legislative 

Membership Meet-

ing 11:30 Style Ca-
tering.  Register 

here! 

    

https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/april-business-after-hours-873528?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/april-business-after-hours-873528?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/freedom-rockin-benefit-831940?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/april-membership-meeting-873238?sourceTypeId=Website
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/may-legislative-membership-meeting-873537?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://chamber.biglakechamber.com/events/Details/may-legislative-membership-meeting-873537?sourceTypeId=Hub

