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Foreword

Air filtration is one of the most important components in an HVAC System. Properly engineered and correctly
applied air filtration provides a facility and its occupants with protection from particulate- phase and molecular-
phase contaminants that are both a nuisance and can cause illness and even death. It also provides protection to
expensive mechanical equipment, interior furniture and fixtures, industrial processes and products that require
high levels of cleanliness in manufacture.

This Edition of the NAFA Guide to Air Filtration is the sixth revision since the original edition was printed in
1993. The Technical Committee of the National Air Filtration Association considered a number of factors in this
revision that included current state of the industry, intent of the manufacturers and scope of air filter distributors
along with the user community’s access to internet-based information. It is written in both Inch-Pound (IP) and
Standard International (SI) systems of measurement (see Appendix One for Systems, Formulas and Conversions).

The American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) and the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) continues to research and clarify air filter testing guidelines and standards
and indoor air quality standards for buildings.

This edition references the latest information from these and other standard and rule making authorities and organizations.

The 6th Edition is required study for those individuals wishing to complete the NAFA Certified Air Filter Specialist
(CAFS) accreditation. The international test available in both English and Spanish is administered periodically
throughout the year in order to further the educational quality in connection with sales and distribution of air
filter products and services.

For additional information or comments and questions about the information in this book, or for a listing of
NAFA Members in your area, please go to the NAFA web site at www.nafahq.org.
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