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Why is Defensible Space Important?

• Over 80 percent of homes with proper defensible 
space ride out any fire.

• Firefighters will take the time to triage and point 
protect your home with proper defensible space.

• Protect your valuables and memorabilia.

• Save yourself from being displaced for months to 
years.

• Peace of Mind!

PowerPlugs Templates for PowerPoint Preview 2



How do I start to get defensible space 
around my home?
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Defensible Space that works. Cold 
Springs Fire, Nederland, CO
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Survived!
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Potential large fire event in Evergreen.
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Ready, Set, Go!
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The keys for Ready, Set, Go!
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The Ready!



DEFENSIBLE SPACE
• Creating and maintaining defensible space is essential for increasing your home’s chance of surviving a 

wildfire. It’s the buffer that homeowners create on their property between a structure and the plants, brush 
and trees or other items surrounding the structure that could catch fire. This space is needed to slow the 
spread of wildfire and improves the safety of firefighters defending your home. Two zones make up the 100 
feet of defensible space: 

• ZONE 1—Extends 30 feet out from buildings, decks, and other structures 

• 1. Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds. 

• 2. Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles from your yard, roof and rain gutters. 

• 3. Trim trees regularly to keep branches a minimum of 10 feet from other trees. 

• 4. Remove dead branches that hang over your roof. And keep branches 10 feet away from your chimney. 

• 5. Relocate exposed woodpiles outside of Zone 1 unless they are completely covered in a fire resistant 
material. 

• 6. Remove or prune flammable plants and shrubs near windows. 

• 7. Remove vegetation and items that could catch fire from around and under decks. 

• 8. Create a separation between trees, shrubs and items that could catch fire, such as patio furniture, swing 
sets, etc. 

• Zone 2—Extends 30 to 100 feet from buildings and other structures 

• 9. Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height of 2 inches. 

• 10. Mow before 10 a.m., but never when it’s windy or excessively dry. 
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Create a Wildfire Action Plan (SET)
• Your Wildfire Action Plan Checklist:

• Create an evacuation plan that includes: A designated 
emergency meeting location

• outside the fire or hazard area. This is critical to determine 
who has safely evacuated from the affected area.

• Several different escape routes from your home and 
community. Practice these often so everyone in your family 
is familiar in case of emergency.

• Have an evacuation plan for pets and large animals such as 
horses and other livestock.

• A family communication plan that designates an out-of-area 
friend or relative as a point of contact to act as a single 
source of communication among family members in case of 
separation. 
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Be Prepared:

• Have fire extinguishers on hand and train your family how 
to use them. (Check expiration dates regularly.)

• Ensure that your family knows where your gas, electric, 
and water main shut-off controls are located and how to 
safely shut them down in an emergency.

• Assemble an Emergency Supply Kit for each person, as 
recommended by the American Red Cross.

• Maintain a list of emergency contact numbers posted near 
your phone and in your emergency supply kit.

• Keep an extra emergency supply kit in your car in case you 
cannot get to your home because of fire or other 
emergency.

• Have a portable radio or scanner so you can stay updated 
on the fire.

• Tell your neighbors about Ready, Set, Go! and your 
Wildfire Action Plan.
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EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT 
CHECKLIST
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• EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT CHECKLIST Three-day supply of non-perishable food and three 
gallons of water per person.

• Map marked with at least two evacuation routes

• Prescriptions or special medications

• Change of clothing

• Extra eyeglasses or contact lenses

• An extra set of car keys, credit cards, cash or traveler’s checks

• First aid kit

• Flashlight

• Battery-powered radio and extra batteries

• Sanitation supplies

• Copies of important documents (birth certificates, passports, etc.)

• Don’t forget pet food and water!

• Items to take if time allows: Easily carried valuables

• Family photos and other irreplaceable items

• Personal computer information on hard drives and disks

• Chargers for cell phones, laptops, etc.



PROTECT WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO YOU — GET YOUR 
FINANCES AND PROPERTY READY FOR WILDFIRES

• Conduct an Annual Insurance Check Up

• Know What Your Policy Covers

• Update Your Policy to Cover Home Improvements

• Maintain Insurance

• Get Renters Insurance
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MAKE A HOME INVENTORY

• Video or photograph each room of your home.

• Describe your home’s contents in your video.

• Remember to note important or expensive items.

• Save receipts for major purchases.

• Video the Garage
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WILDFIRE IS COMING.
ARE YOU READY TO…GO!
• Take action immediately when wildfire strikes

• Follow these steps as soon as possible to get ready to 
Go!

• Review your Evacuation Checklist.

• Ensure your Emergency Supply Kit is in your vehicle.

• Cover up to protect against heat and flying embers. 
Wear long pants, long sleeve shirt, heavy shoes/boots, 
cap, dry bandanna for face cover, goggles or glasses, 
100% cotton is preferable.

• Locate your pets and take them with you.
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GO!!!!

• Leave as soon as evacuation is recommended by fire officials

• to avoid being caught in fire, smoke or road congestion. Don’t wait to be 
ordered by authorities to leave. Evacuating early also helps firefighters keep 
roads clear of congestion. If you are advised to leave, don’t hesitate!

• Officials will determine the areas to be evacuated and escape routes to use 
depending upon the fire’s location, behavior, winds, terrain, etc.

• Law enforcement agencies are typically responsible for enforcing an 
evacuation order. Follow their directions promptly.

• You will be advised of potential evacuations as early as possible. You must 
take the initiative to stay informed and aware. Listen to your radio/TV for 
announcements from law enforcement and emergency personnel.

• You may be directed to temporary assembly areas to await transfer to a 
safe location.
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Start or get involved with a Community 
Wildfire Protection Implementation 
Plan!!! (CWPIP)
• A CWPIP is a specific community based i.e. HOA or 

multiple HOA’s wildfire plan.

• It Addresses specific escape routes, hazard areas, fire 
danger in the neighborhoods and prioritizes 
mitigation/defensible space to be completed.

• Organizes the HOA so group work can be completed.

• Dramatically increases grant money opportunities for 
the HOA or group of HOA’s.

• Contact John Chapman for more info.

• Resourcehelp@outlook.com
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Forest Hills Fire simulation

Three day run
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Soda Creek Fire Simulation

Three Day run
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Jack Cohen video
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Help support Heath and Safety Day!
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Thank you.
Questions ? 
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